THE  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 


This  book    is    under    no    circumstances    to    be 
taken  from  the  Building 


o^^i 


;/oo\^ 


POLITICAL     SKETCHES 


EIGHT    YEARS    IN    WASHINGTON 


iq 


IN    FOUR    PARTS, 
tV\       WITH    ANNOTATIONS    TO    EACH. 

f^E  ALSO 

A^JENERAL  APPENDIX;    AN   ALPHABETICAL    INDEX; 


A    SERIES    OF    CHARTS, 


GIVING    A     COMPARATIVE     SYNOPSIS     OF     THE     CONSTITUTIO VS    OF    THE    SEVERAI, 
STATES,   AND   THE   UNITED    STATES. 


BY    ROBERT    MAYO,    M.  D. 

Author  of  an  Inaugural  Thesis  on  the  Sensorium,  Universily  of  Pennsylvania,  1803 ; 
Compiler  of  an  Epitome  of  Ancient  Geography,  with  Maps,  for  the  use  of  Seminaries,  Phila- 
delphia, 1814;  and  a  New  System  of  Mythology,  with  plates,  Philadelphia,  1819;  Compiler 
of  the  Pension  Laws,  with  opinions  of  Attorneys-General  of  the  United  States,  and  Analyti- 
cal Tables,  by  desire  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  use  of  the  Pension  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C.  1832,  &.C.  &c. 


BALTIMORE: 

PUBLISHED  BV  FIELDING  LUCAS,  JR.;  GARRET  ANDERSON,  WASHINGTON; 
K.J.SMITH,  RICHMOND;  CAREY,  HART  &CO.,  DESILVER,  THOMAS  ic  CO. 
AND  J.  DOBSON,  PHILADELPHIA;  G.  fc  0.  CARVILL  &  CO.  AND  COLLINS, 
KEESE  &  CO.  NEW  YORK;  C.  C.  LITTLE  &  CO.  AND  HILLIARD,  GRAY  *: 
CO.    BOSTON. 


1839. 


PHftfllrftd 


92    9  9  '3£ 


''>•/ 


Entered  according  to  the  Act  of  Congress,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  by  Robert  Mayo, 
in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


JOttN    D.    TOY,    PRINTER. 


■)»-' Vl^'^rlj 


PREFACE. 


From  a  transient  glance  at  the  panorama  of  political  events  that  have 
crowded  the  canvass  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  it  has  at  length 
become  apparent  to  every  eye  that  those  great  operatives  time  and 
EXPERIENCE  are  bringing  all  their  resources  to  bear  on  the  fate  of  our 
once  promising  constitutions  of  government;  the  one  aiming  its  wither- 
ing powers  at  their  destruction,  the  other  exerting  its  conservative  facul- 
ties to  cure  the  diseases  which  have  at  the  same  time  been  gradually 
undermining  them. 

In  this  political  portraiture,  the  recent  demonstrations  of  the  federal 
Executive  upon  the  government  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  stands  in 
bold  relief,  and  deserves  the  close  inspection  of  every  American  citizen, 
as  well  as  the  serious  deliberations  of  every  statesman.  To  aid  them 
in  making  out  a  more  digested  and  methodical  sketch  of  the  materials 
which  compose  this  section  of  the  general  scheme,  I  have  thrown  to- 
gether in  a  Postscript  to  Part  the  First  of  this  work,  the  principal  facts 
with  appropriate  reflections  from  the  columns  of  distinguished  editors 
and  other  unquestionable  authorities.  For  a  more  ample  review  of  our 
whole  political  canvass  with  the  diversified  commentaries  connected 
with  the  present  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  free  government,  I 
would  commend  the  historian  to  an  examination  of  the  leading  journals 
of  either  political  party,  as  the  best  sources  of  a  correct  narrative  of  the 
varying  phases  and  incidents  of  American  history,  except  where  the 
facts  are  incontrovertibly  established  by  public  records,  official  reports, 
and  congressional  proceedings. 

In  the  following  work  I  have  proposed  to  myself  the  lighter  task  of 
bringing  the  prominent  features  of  these  materials  together  in  such 
connection  of  affinity  which  cause  and  effect  have  appeared  to  my  mind 
to  point  out,  in  order  to  demonstrate  their  practical  bearing  upon  the 
durability  of  our  institutions.  And  I  am  truly  grieved,  as  an  American 
citizen,  to  say,  that  in  looking  deeper  than  the  mere  surface  of  the  recent 


rebellion  at  Harrisburg,  a  most  atrocious  conspiracy  of  the  members  of 
the  federal  Executive  against  the  stability  and  purity  of  our  popular 
institutions,  both  state  and  federal,  is  obvious  and  undeniable  •,  and  that 
the  agency  of  corrupt  men  of  all  parties  throughout  the  Union,  are 
among  the  means  resorted  to,  to  promote  and  accomplish  their  purpose. 
For,  though  the  outbreak  has  taken  place  in  Pennsylvania,  the  scheme 
of  disorganization  is  not  confined  to  that  state.  True,  their  operations 
have  been  m.ore  industriously  pursued  in  that  state,  as  the  most  suitable 
theatre,  from  its  central  position  and  other  appliances,  to  enact  the  Jirst 
part  of  their  diabolical  tragedy. 

In  making  this  exposition  the  more  clear  and  conclusive,  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  remount  a  little  beyond  the  day,  to  show  the  quo 
animo  of  their  former  rehearsals  upon  the  same,  and  the  adjoining  thea- 
tre of  Maryland  ;  but  not  meaning  it  shall  be  inferred  by  these  selections, 
that  the  like  have  not  taken  place  in  New  York,  Baltimore,  Boston,  and 
elsewhere,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  various  riots  that  have  occurred  by 
their  direct  or  indirect  instigation  of  the  deluded  democracy  of  numbers. 

The  following  sagacious  remarks  of  the  experienced  editor  of  the 
Baltimore  Merchant  will  give  a  foretaste  of  those  sinister  party  proceed- 
ings as  exhibited  in  the  Postscript  above  mentioned.  These  extracts  are 
indeed  invaluable  as  a  preliminary  to  those  exhibits  ;  and  they  are  still 
the  more  so  for  the  facts  embraced  in  the  first,  particularly,  which,  to 
my  mind,  taken  in  connection  with  other  facts  in  every  man's  recollec- 
tion, go  to  correct  a  very  fatal  error  that  has  heretofore  tended  more  to 
inflame  and  perpetuate  party  dissensions  and  denunciations  than  all 
other  causes  united.  That  error  consists  in  the  sweeping  injustice  with 
which  political  parties  are  wont  to  stigmatize  their  adversaries,  in  mass, 
as  being  actuated  by  views  and  objects  inimical  to  the  interests  of  parti- 
cular States,  of  the  Union,  or  of  the  general  wellfare.  But  whatever  may 
have  been  the  radical  and  irreconcilable  differences  between  the  views 
and  principles  of  the  whigs  of  the  revolution  and  the  Tories  of  that 
day,  it  is  clear  to  my  comprehension,  upon  a  fair  inspection  of  the  mate- 
rials which  of  late  years  have  entered  into  the  composition  of  the  Jack- 
son-Van Buren  party,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  mistaken  in  denouncing  the 
FEDERALISTS  (who  derived  their  cognomen  from  their  advocacy  and 
success  in  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution)  as  hostile  to  republi- 
can principles  and  the  best  interests  of  the  Union.  So  palpable  an 
inconsistency  charged,  and  injustice  practised,  towards  those  ever  to  be 
gratefully  remembered  patriots,  down  to  the  last  day  of  his  life,  is  the 
move  surprising,  as  he  had,  at  his  first  inauguration,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
that  compromise  which  took  place  between  his  friends  and  opponents  in 


effecting  his  election,  solemnly  and  truly  declared  that  'we  are  all  fede- 
ralists, we  are  all  republicans.'  And  under  a  like  estimate  of  those  who 
have  renounced  and  abandoned  the  unrighteous  lirm  of  Jackson  and  Van 
Buren  in  disgust,  it  is  equally  erroneous  in  tlie  federalists,  federal  repub- 
licans or  whigs,  to  denounce  the  self-styled  republicans  per  excellence 
in  a  body,  as  radical  anarchists  and  disorganizers,  inimical  to  social  order 
and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  instigators  of  mobs,  insurrections,  and 
the  levelling  process  of  agrarianism  in  impugning  the  sacred  rights  of  pro- 
perty and  the  inviolability  of  contracts.  Yes,  when  we  see  daily  before 
our  revolted  sense  of  consistency  and  common  honesty  (patriotism  out 
of  the  question  as  a  stale  and  unfashionable  commodity)  that  the  Jackson- 
Van  Buren  party,  is,  in  a  great  degree,  made  up  of  odds  and  ends  of  all 
parties,  consisting  of  men  of  broken  fortunes  and  crooked  principles,  of 
easy  consciences  and  adventurous  spirits,  we  are  justified  in  the  deduc- 
tion, that  the  censures  reciprocally  cast  upon  each  other  by  conflicting 
parties,  properly  belong  only  to  the  dishonest  individuals  of  either  party, 
who  have  come  into  the  political  market  with  the  price  of  their  con- 
sciences on  their  tongues,  and  are  ready  to  serve  any  party  that  hap- 
pens to  be  uppermost,  or  is  so  likely  to  be,  and  will  pay  them  best.  My 
inference,  therefore,  is,  that  an  honest  man,  whether  he  assumes  the  party 
denomination  of  whig,  republican,  federalist,  federal-republican,  demo- 
crat, or  democratic-republican,  or  any  other  of  the  hundred  denomina- 
tions of  party  nomenclature,  is  worth  a  thousand  dishonest  men,  what- 
ever may  be  their  hollow  professions  of  devotion  to  the  will  and  the 
interest  of  the  people.  An  honest  man,  whose  fundamental  principle 
necessarily  is  to  give  every  man  his  due,  is  a  patriot,  a  philanthropist, 
and  pre-eminently  a  republican,  all  the  world  over,  be  the  banner  under 
which  he  is  enlisted  or  the  country  of  his  allegiance  v/hat  they  may  : 
wlule  a  DISHONEST  MAN  is  the  reverse  of  this,  under  whatever  form  of 
government  he  may  live,  or  whatever  party  professions  he  may  attempt 
to  deceive  others  withal. 

Nay,  an  honest,  patriotic,  and  magnanimous  prince,  for  all  practical 
good,  is  preferable  to  a  dishonest,  hypocritical,  canting  loco  foco  of  the 
Tammany  Hall,  district  attorney.  Price,  or  Independence  Square,  would 
have  been  tory,  and  now  rebel,  blood-thirsty,  Ingersoll  stamp.  But 
there  are  so  few  honest  men  in  the  world,  tliat  I  would  take  no  man 
upon  trust,  no  matter  what  party  colour  he  professes.  And  certainly  not 
him,  under  any  considerations,  who  can  have  the  hardihood  to  sow 
rebellion  at  broad-cast  and  in  every  form  throughout  the  land,  by  pro- 
claiming the  heresy,  that  'government  is  instituted  to  secure  the  greatest 
benefits  to  the  greatest  number;''  thereby  instilling  the  mischievous,  preda- 
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tory  doctrine,  in  other  words,  that  tlie  few  have  no  rights.,  and  are 
entitled  to  no  benefits  of  government,  that  their  millions  in  store  as  the 
fruits  of  their  industry,  their  providential  care,  and  bountiful  thrift,  is  the 
rightful  property  of  the  worthless  vagabonds,  paupers,  and  vagrants  of 
the  land,  if  they  should  happen  to  outnumber  the  more  worthy  portions 
of  society — thus  holding  out  a  reward  to  worthlessness,  and  a  punish- 
ment to  merit. 

With  these  qualifying  preliminaries,  the  reader  will,  I  hope,  peruse 
to  advantage,  the  following  extract  from  the  Baltimore  Merchant,  of  the 
19th  of  June  last,  as  it  justly  applies  to  many  other  prominent  actors  in 
the  present  political  drama,  whose  names  are  not  there  mentioned  : 

'Glimpses  of  real  character. — Mr.  Jefferson  who  knew  mankind  well, 
always  believed  that  the  leading  federalists  were  monarchists  in  disguise.  This 
he  often  declai-ed,  and  not  without  reason.  After  the  signal  defeat  of  that  party, 
thou"-h  the  vigilance  of  others  was  suspended,  he  always  kept  his  eye  upon  them, 
and  observed  all  their  windings  and  turnings.  In  his  letter  to  Lafayette,  a  short 
time  before  bis  death,  he  speaks  of  them  as  being  still  a  strong  party,  and  more  dan- 
gerous, because  they  had  changed  their  name.  He  doubtless  foresaw  their 
policy  would  be  to  attack  the  constitution  under  the  more  popular  title  of  Demo- 
cratic Republicans.  Their  old  leader,  Mr.  John  Adams,  in  his  letters  to  Cun- 
ning-ham, recommended  them  to  change  their  name,  and  mingle  with  the  repub- 
licans. The  election  of  Gen.  Jackson  furnished  them  with  the  occasion  and 
they  availed  themselves  of  the  counsel.  They  changed  their  name  and  mingled  with 
the  Republican  party,  the  members  of  which  they  very  soon  succeeded  in  driving 
out  of  the  administration.  They  then  took  entire  possession  of  the  government, 
and  all  have  witnessed  the  consequences.  The  government  tended  immediately  to 
monarchy,  and  has  become  one,  in  all  save  the  written  forms.  They  have  left 
the  parchment  only. 

The  declaration  of  some  of  these  new  disciples  of  democracy  in  past  times,  are 
striking  enough.  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  while  he  acted  in  his  true  cha- 
racter, declared  that  'if  he  had  a  drop  of  democratic  blood  in  his  veins, 
HE  WOULD  LET  IT  OCT.'  He  put  this  loyal  declaration  on  paper,  and  it  has  risen 
up  in  judgment  against  him.  But  this  is  nothing  to  the  super-royal  averments  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  a  flaming  disorganizer  and  democratic  republican,  and  at 
present  a  candidate  for  Congress  and  a  leader  of  the  Royalists  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
last  Philadelphia  paper  brings  us  the  following  account  of  him.  Such  are  the  men 
who  have  controlled  the  federal  government  for  years  past. 

That  party  not  only  in  this  State,  but  through  its  official  organ,  the  'Globe,'  holds 
up  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Esq.  as  a  perfect  sample  of  their  principles  and  politics.  His 
sentiments,  with  regard  to  political  duties  and  feelings,  are  their  sentiments  and 
feelings.  Nay,  more — he  is  the  candidate  for  Congress  of  that  party  in  the  hot  bed 
of  tlieir  party,  the  third  Congressional  district,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  If  we 
can,  therefore,  ascertain  whether  his  sentiments  are  those  of  a  Tory,  tlie  question 
will  be  settled  as  to  the  tchole  party. 

Fortunately  we  are  left  in  no  doubt  on  that  point.  We  have  his  principles  pro- 
claimed over  his  own  signature,  as  early  as  1807 ;  and  up  to  this  day,  as  far  as  we 
can  learn,  they  are  the  only  principles  which  he  has  never  deserted. 

In  the  Democratic  Press  of  Friday,  June  5th,  1807,  the  following  paragraph  was 
published. 

"A  would-have-been  Tory. — One  of  Governor  McKean's  officers  who  sup- 
planted a  democrat,  and  who  officiates  in  the  Orphans'  court,  was  heard  to  say,  the 
other  day,  that — 'had  he  been  a  inan  during  the  American  Revolution  he  loould  have 
been  a  Tory — that  eecry  man  o/ honour  was  a  Tory  during  that  time." 
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"  The  Tory  referred  to,  knowing  who  was  meant,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  editor  of 
that  paper,  which  was  published  on  Monday,  June  8,  1807,  from  which  the  following 
extracts  aie  taken.     The  whole  letter  will  be  re-published,  if  desired. 

'Mr.  Binns  :— Some  days  ago,  on  my  way  to  the  Sheriff's  office,  where  I  had 
occasion  to  call,  I  found  that  gentleman  and  Judge  Jonathan  Smith  on  the  area  in 
front  of  the  state-house  ;  after  despatching  my  professional  arrangements  with  the 
sheriff,  we  talked  politics,  as  we  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  often,  and  with  perfect 
good  humour.  Mr.  Smith  remained  entirely  neutral.  General  Barker  was,  I  thought, 
unusually  animated  in  reprobation  of  Tories,  upon  which  I  said,  as  you  have  pub- 
lished, that  had  I  been  a  man  durins:  the  Revolution  I  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  A 
TORY — that  many  of  the  best  men  in  the  country  were  so  then.  *         *    .     * 

I  endeavour  to  molest  no  body  with  my  political  sentiments,  though  I  disdain  to 
disguise  them,  however  heretical  they  may  sound  at  this  time  of  the  tide.  If  I  had 
been  capable  of  reason  and  reflection  when  the  Jmcrican  colonies  took  up  arms  as^ainst 
the  mother  country,  I  SHOULD  HAVE  BEEN  A  TORY— NOR  CAN  I  EVER 
CONSIDER  THAT  AN  APPELLATION  OF  REPROACH.' 

(Signed)  C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

No.  189  Chesnut-st.  June  7,  1807. 

So  much  for  this  Democrat.  The  Virginia  public  will  now  be  at  no  loss  to 
understand  why  this  gentleman  is  so  great  a  favourite  with  T.  Ritchie,  and  why  the 
Richmond  Enquirer  has  been  so  zealous  in  its  support  of  the  administration  for  some 
years  past.' 

About  the  same  time  that  the  above  made  its  appearance,  and  before 
the  conspiracy  to  which  the  following  relates,  was  blown  to  the  public, 
the  editor  of  the  Merchant  made  this  solemn  annunciation  : 

'That  they  (the  Executive  functionaries  in  this  city)  are  keeping  up  an  active 
correspondence  with  leading  demagogues  in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere,  we  all  know  ; 
and  that  there  are  secret  organizations  of  men  in  more  places  than  Philadelphia  is 
highly  probable.  It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  create  a  pretext  for  the  employment  of 
military  forces  thus  organized.  'The  supremacy  of  the  laws'  means  as  every  man 
knows,  obedience  to  the  orders  issued,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Executive.  Resistance 
to  these  orders  is  resistance  to  the  'laws,'  as  has  been  intimated  on  more  than  one 
occasion  in  the  last  few  weeks.  Our  security  is  in  constant  vigilance.  It  will  not 
do  to  trust  these  men.  Our  eyes  must  be  constantly  upon  them  ;  for  the  past  gives 
us  full  assurance  of  what  we  may  expect  in  the  future.  Depend  upon  it,  as  their 
fortunes  grow  desperate,  their  efforts  to  redeem  them  will  be  desperate.  They  are 
capable  of  attempting  any  thing.' 

No  man  is  better  skilled  in  the  late  Executive  tactics  than  General 
Green,  who  was,  for  some  time,  their  chosen  official  organ  of  the  press. 
But  whoever  should  be  disposed  to  question  the  correctness  of  his  inspi- 
rations, or  his  insight  into  the  tactics  of  the  heir  and  imitator,  will  aban- 
don his  doubts  when  subsequent  developments  have  established  their 
truth.  And  to  satisfy  himself  of  that,  the  reader  may  now  turn  forward 
to  the  POSTSCRIPT,  or  go  regularly  on,  through  the  first  part  of  the 
political  panorama  I  have  endeavoured,  in  faint  outline,  to  sketch  before 
him,  till  he  reaches  it,  and  there,  recognizes  this  beginning  of  the  circle. 

One  other  subject  must  be  noticed  here.  I  have  stated  in  a  note, 
page  14,  in  relation  to  the  circular  of  the  paymaster-general  to  disburs- 
ing officers — 'that  it  is  considered  at  the  treasury  department  as  a  bureau 
arrangement  of  the  paymaster-general's  department.'  The  following 
extract  from  Mr.  Biddle's  letter  of  the   10th  of  December  last,  to  the 


Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  indicating  some  mistake  in  the  above-mentioned 
statement,  I  am  induced  here  to  advert  to  it,  to  say,  that  it  is  verbatim 
what  was  said  to  me  by  tlie  chief  clerk  and  occasionally  acting  secretary 
of  the  treasury  department,  as  late  as  October  last.  The  obvious  reflec- 
tion is,  that  as  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department  is  necessarily  sup- 
posed to  be  acquainted  with  the  immediate  transactions  of  the  secre- 
tary's office,  the  hypothecated  comment  with  which  I  concluded  that 
note,  comes  to  be  true,  without  impugning  Mr.  Young's  sincerity  in  the 
least. 

'III.  During  these  movements  it  became  important  to  understand  distinctly  the 
course  of  the  government.  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  I  stated  my 
'conviction  that  there  could  be  no  safe  or  permanent  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  until  the  policy  of  the  government  towards  them  was  changed.'  This 
change  was  soon  and  happily  made.  On  the  30th  of  May,  the  specie  circular, 
requiring  payments  in  coin  in  the  land  offices,  was  repealed  by  congress.  On  the 
25th  of  June,  the  bill  called  the  sub-treasury,  requiring  coin  in  all  payments  to  the 
government,  was  negatived.  In  the  month  of  July,  the  government  agreed  to  receive  an 
anticipated  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  of  between  four  and  five 
millions  of  dollars  in  a  credit  to  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of  the  bank — and  arrange- 
ments  WERE   MADE   FOR   THE   MORE     DISTANT    PUBLIC     DISBURSEMENTS    IN   THE 

NOTES  OF  THE  BANK.  Thesc  arrangements,  as  honourable  to  the  Executive  offi- 
cers, as  they  were  beneficial  to  the  public  services,  brought  the  government 
into  efficient  co-operation  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  currency,  and  opened  the 
way  to  a  resumption  of  specie  payments.  The  resumption  accordingly  took  place 
throughout  the  middle  states,  on  the  loth  of  August,  and  in  many  of  the  southern 
and  western  states  soon  after.' 

All  commentary  upon  this  development,  will  be  superseded  by  the 
hearty  congratulations  with  which  the  intelligent  and  business  commu- 
nity will  be  disposed  to  greet  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  upon  these 
symptoms  of  returning  reason,  though  he  seems  to  have  been  ashamed 
to  avow  it,  in  his  late  financial  report  to  Congress. 

Washington,  January  \st,  1839. 


TO  THE 

AMERICAN    PEOPLE 


A  DEDICATION 


Esteeming  you  as  a  confederated  and  fraternal  community 
within  the  purview  of  your  social  compact,  influenced  by  no 
sectional  or  party  considerations,  and  acknowledging  the  control 
or  the  vassalage  of  no  political  aspirant — but  enjoying  a  bond  of 
alliance  cemented  by  the  assimilation  of  political  creeds,  institu- 
tions, and  pursuits,  which  are  daily  elaborating  the  endearing 
products  of  the  general  welfare,  and  actuating  you  more  and 
more  to  a  laudable  love  of  your  whole  country,  in  whose  national 
destinies  not  only  are  your  individual  interests  and  those  of  your 
posterity  to  the  latest  generation  especially  identified,  but  also 
the  dearest  hopes  of  the  advocates  of  freedom  throughout  the 
world — to  your  grave  deliberations  I  take  the  liberty  of  inscribing 
the  matters  and  specifications  of  the  ensuing  volume — which,  in 
all  their  material  bearings  are  the  rightful  and  exclusive  concern- 
ments of  the  whole  people,  however  frequently  agitated,  usurped, 
perverted,  and  misapplied,  to  subserve  merely  sectional,  indi- 
vidual, or  party  purposes. 

Upon  their  due  consideration,  you  will  probably  be  more 
incUned  to  'estimate  the  value  of  the  union,'  to  which  you  have 
been  so  frequently  challenged  of  late  years;  to  estimate  it,  how- 
ever, not  in  the  light  sense  of  taunt  and  defiance  because  it  is  so 
secure,  so  guarded,  so  sacred,  that  it  is  in  no  danger;  but  on  the 
contrary,  with  fear  and  trembling,  because  it  is  so  insecure,  so 
unguarded,  so  profaned,  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  most  immine7it 
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danger! — and  danger  alone,  enables  us  to  place  a  true  and  proper 
estimate  upon  the  most  precious  treasure  in  our  gift,  while,  with- 
out a  deep  and  sincere  conviction  of  that  danger,  we  hardly  know 
how  to  lay  any  value  on  it  at  all. 

In  these  portentous  and  perilous  times,  it  may  be  useful  for 
you  to  bear  in  mind,  that  'self-preservation'  is  the  great  and  para- 
mount law  of  nature,  which  no  alienation  of  natural  rights,  in 
framing  the  sum  total  of  social  compacts,  ever  infringes — which 
no  civil  institution,  however  prone  to  encroachments  upon  all 
reservations,  ever  disparages.  This  law,  though  the  emanation 
of  natural  reason  for  individual  protection  in  a  state  of  nature,  is 
found  to  be  transferalile  and  strictly  applicable  to  communities  in 
their  social  intercourse,  and  hence  it  has  become  also  a  funda- 
mental international  law,  not  conventional  indeed,  but  universally 
recognized,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  force  of  natural  reason. 
National  communities,  crowded  together  in  geographical  propin- 
quity, have  nevertheless  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  insure 
the  observance  of  this  law,  to  throw  around  it  the  guards  of  con- 
ventional laws,  checks,  guaranties,  and  treaties,  constituting 
what  is  well  known  among  European  States,  as  the  'balance  of 
power' — being  among  them  the  true  conservative,  effective,  aux- 
iliary of  the  'natural  law  of  self-preservation.'  But  in  your  case, 
on  account  of  your  remoteness  of  situation  from  the  liabilities 
to  foreign  interference,  you  have  little  or  no  concern  with  the 
balance  of  pov/er  between  nations,  as  an  auxiliary  to  this  conser- 
vative law.  Yet  this  exemption  does  not  secure  you  against  the 
wiles  of  the  destroying  demon.  If  you  have  no  foreign  enemy, 
singly,  or  combined  by  cupidity  or  envy,  to  make  you  afraid,  you 
have  hundreds  and  thousands  of  insidious  foes,  who  make  up 
in  numbers  and  artifice  their  deficiencies  of  physical  strength ; 
whose  internal  location  amongst  you,  whose  ramifications,  inter- 
minglings,  and  seeming  participations  in  all  your  concerns,  give 
them  incalculably  more  power  to  work  mischief  and  destruction 
to  your  institutions,  than  can  justly  be  apprehended  from  the 
most  formidable  array  of  foreign  states. 

You  already  anticipate  me,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  heave  a 
deep  sigh  of  assent  to  the  truth  of  the  annunciation,  when  I  tell 
yon  who  they  are.  When  I  tell  you  they  are  your  own  chosen 
servants,  aflSanced  to  your  interests  and  to  their  duties,  first  by 
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their  neighbourship,  and  next  by  their  oath  of  office,  you  will 
hardly  deny,  from  sad  experience,  but  that  it  is  too  true !  Yet, 
when  you  reflect  that  these  men,  before  they  became  public  ser- 
vants, or  aspirants  to  oflice,  were  bone  of  your  bone,  and  flesh  of 
your  flesh,  and  Avhile  soliciting  your  confidence  and  trust,  made 
all  plausible  professions  of  identity  of  interests,  you  must  stand 
for  a  moment  petrified  and  confounded  with  the  incongruous 
problem  of  human  nature — and  ask  yourselves  if  all  is  lost,  if 
indeed  there  is  no  hope  in  man !  That  I  have  not  ceased  to 
hope,  this  book,  (which,  with  all  deference,  I  dedicate  to  you,)  is 
my  token :  but  that  my  hope  is  a  slender  one,  this  book  (which 
abounds  with  palpable  causes  of  despair.)  is  also  too  ample  a 
token. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  am  free  to  declare  to  you  in  advance,  what 
can  easily  be  demonstrated  in  its  proper  place,  (without  advert- 
ing, here,  to  the  intrinsic  frailties  of  your  political  system  itself) 
That  your  public  servants  are  too  prone  to  lose  sight  of  those  inte- 
rests they  most  cherished  while  they  were  plain  citizens,  to  aban- 
don those  fundamental  principles  they  then  advocated,  and  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  of  their  official  trusts,  to  grasp  at 
PELF,  POWER,  and  patronage  :  That  the  interests  of  politicians 
and  public  functionaries  are  mainly  antagonistical  to  the  interests 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  constitute  the  true  demo- 
cracy of  every  country,  and  that  all  distinctions  and  conflictions 
of  PARTY,  are  the  ingenious  devices  for  advancing  the  designs  of 
the  former,  at  the  too  sore  cost  of  the  latter:  That  the  ambitious 
political  aspirants  are  the  sole  agitators  of  party  warfare,  each 
trying  to  win,  to  inveigle,  or  to  seduce  the  plurality  of  numbers 
to  his  standard,  under  the  plausible  pretences  of  a  name,  a  prin- 
ciple, or  a  dogma,  hunted  up,  or  manufactured,  to  suit  the  exist- 
ing emergency;  and  that  which  ever  may  happen  to  triumph, 
the  people  are  sure  to  'pay  the  piper,'  though,  in  fact,  there  were 
not  a  pin  to  choose  between  them.  Or,  indeed,  if  there  be  a  dif- 
ference, it  is  discovered  when  too  late,  that  the  most  seductive 
and  successful  in  the  arts  of  deception,  have  generally  been  those 
who  inscribe  on  their  banner,  a  popular  7iame,  and  stigmatize 
their  opponents  with  an  odious  one — assuming  for  their  molto, 
the  vox  popuLi — and  for  their  creed,  any  series  of  plausible 
abstractions,  whose  magic  may  promise  gold  to  the  people  with- 


Vni  DEDICATION. 

out  work,  a  government  without  tax,  an  administration  without 
expense,  and  a  society  without  laws  or  constitution :  though 
their  golden  promises  may  end  in  banishing  gold  from  the  sight 
of  the  people  ;  though  their  promised  relief  from  taxation  result 
in  an  enormous  and  unwieldy  surplus  revenue,  that  tends  to 
increase  corruption ;  though  their  boasted  economical  adminis- 
tration may  quadruple  the  expense  of  any  former  one ;  though 
their  society  without  laws,  may  teem  with  mobs.  Lynch  law, 
and  murder,  throughout  the  land — with  piracy  of  the  avowed 
pupils  of  the  same  party,  practised  on  a  neighbouring  nation,  and 
similar  interferences  with  the  internal  affairs  of  another  friendly 
power,  actuated  in  both  cases,  by  agrarian  cupidity,  which 
threaten  your  country  with  a  war  at  both  extremities  ! ! 

These  are  the  prolific  fruitions  of  a  too  indulgent  confidence 
reposed  by  you,  in  the  frail  promises  of  a  party,  spoiled  and 
intoxicated  with  a  popular  name,  which  they  have  assumed  as  a 
carte  blanche  to  violate  every  promise  and  every  principle  in 
which  your  true  interests  are  based ;  and  of  which  I  will  fear- 
lessly say,  the  like  cannot  be  cited,  in  the  thousandth  degree,  in 
the  deeds  of  any  other  denomination  of  party,  however  stigma- 
tized and  traduced,  as  anti-democratic,  monarchical,  despotic ! 
What  then,  may  I  ask  you,  is  there  in  a  name,  but  a  siren  note 
of  the  most  baneful  poison,  when  it  chants  the  tones  of  the  most 
captivating  promise,  and  that  too,  with  the  deliberate  purpose  to 
deceive,  to  cajole,  and  to  betray!  Who  will  now  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  say,  that  the  thousandth  part  of  such  misdeeds,  perpe- 
trated by  a  less  plausible  or  popular  party,  would  not  have  con- 
signed them  to  eternal  infamy,  if  not  to  corporeal  'pains  and 
penalties  V  Does  not  this  sufficiently  demonstrate  the  bad  policy 
of  intrusting  personal  favourites,  alias  spoiled  children — 
to  administer  or  execute  your  agencies,  without  restraints  or 
responsibilities,  except  such  as  they,  out  of  their  own  freak, 
assume  and  prescribe  for  themselves,  suited  only  to  their  own 
convenience,  knowing  that  their  too  kind  and  indulgent  'consti- 
tuents,' will  not  enforce  any  responsibility  against  them  ?  Does 
It  not  prove  that  the  arcana  of  governments  are  too  remote  from 
the  popular  view,  to  fulfil  the  spirit  and  pledge  of  accountability 
intended  to  be  guarantied  by  your  constitution,  enveloped  as  they 
are,  like  an  Egyptian  mummy,  in  a  thousand  folds  of  mystery, 
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which  the  initiated  are  in  general  either  too  interested,  too  timid, 
or  too  indolent  to  remove,  and  lay  bare  for  your  inspection,  the 
abominations  they  conceal. 

You  will,  doubtless,  agree  with  me,  that  these  matters  are 
peculiarly  worthy  of  your  consideration  at  the  present  crisis, 
when,  as  is  obvious  from  the  course  of  public  events  and  discus- 
sions for  years  past,  and  becoming  daily  more  alarming,  'all  the 
fundamental  principles  of  your  institutions'  seem  to  be  torn  from 
their  sacred  record,  and  thrown  into  the  air,  for  a  general  scram- 
ble between  conservatives  and  destructives,  federalists  and  repub- 
licans, whigs  and  loco  focos,  or  what  not,  each  endeavouring  to 
appropriate  to  himself  a  few  favourite  axioms,  or  to  substitute 
some  plausible  dogmas,  regardless  of  their  consistency,  or  good 
keeping  with  the  cognomen  of  his  party  banner,  or  his  former 
professions,  provided  they  but  promise  to  subserve  the  existing 
emergency ! 

Now,  when  the  spell  of  enchantment,  recently  cast  over  your 
better  judgments  by  force  of  circumstances,  has  run  its  day,  and 
affords  a  fit  moment  for  cool  retrospection,  you  will  also  agree 
with  me  in  the  importance  of  instituting  a  vigorous  effort  among 
yourselves^  to  restore,  and  make  practical  application  of  those  fun- 
damental principles,  to  which  you  have  been  admonished  by 
most  of  your  state  constitutions  to  have  'frequent  recurrence.' 
Your  first  inquiry,  then,  will  be,  what  were  those  fundamental 
principles,  and  where  are  they  now?  Do  they  still  exist  in  prac- 
tice, or  only  in  name  ?  How,  and  by  whom,  have  they  been  set 
at  naught  ?  How,  and  by  whom,  can  they  be  rescued  from  the 
hands  of  the  spoilers !  be  restored  to  their  true  reading !  and  the 
black  lines,  with  which  they  have  been  chequered  and  defaced 
by  party  traces,  neatly  expunged  ! !  Whether  this  be  effected 
by  means  of  a  national  convention,  based  on  congressional  repre- 
sentation, and  selected  from  among  yourselves,  as  citizens,  exclu- 
sive of  all  office-holders,  executive,  legislative  or  judicial,  state 
or  federal — or  by  means  of  consultations  in  your  primitive  assem- 
blies, in  the  true  capacity  of  a  sovereign  people — it  is  undenia- 
ble, the  danger  is  yours,  and  the  remedy  is  with  you ! 

But  continue  supinely  to  defer  its  application  to  an  indefinite 
future,  and  I  will  dare  predict  that  the  worthy  remnant  of  your 
sires  of  the  revolution,  who  yet  linger  with  you,  will  witness 
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your  extorted  avowal,  that  the  only  advantage  you  now  enjoy 
from  their  toils,  their  privations,  their  profuse  expenditures  of 
blood  and  treasure,  is  the  poor  privilege  of  being  cozened  and 
misruled  by  your  own  household  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in 
lieu  of  the  same  grievances  formerly  practised  by  the  proud  mis- 
tress of  the  ocean,  against  which  your  fathers  indignantly  pro- 
tested, and  staked  upon  the  issue,  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honour! 
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Could  I  HOPE  to  convince  you,  my  countrymen,  by  peremp- 
tory asseveration  how  sincerely  I  deprecate  the  character  of  an 
alarmist  who  raises  the  hue  and  cry  on  trivial  occasions  or 
without  adequate  cause,  and  that  the  present  inauspicious  bode- 
ments  of  your  public  affairs  are  sufficient  to  justify  any  patriotic 
and  well  meaning  citizen  possessed  of  suitable  facilities  of 
information  in  assuming  the  responsible  charge  to  wind  the 
clarion  of  danger,  I  should  not  here  tender  you  a  long  introduc- 
tory dissertation  in  order  to  arouse  your  attention  and  persuade 
you  to  grant  me  a  patient  hearing  through  the  ensuing  Volume, 
but  would  proceed  at  once  to  recount  to  you  for  your  rightful 
arbitrament  the  various  ill  omened  and  pernicious  matters  it 
exposes,  without  preface  or  remark — save  only  to  declare  in 
general  terms  the  solemn  conviction  which  their  recital  as  a  con- 
catenated whole  must  inevitably  bring  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
viz.  that  your  boasted  master-piece  of  political  systems,  your 
once  well-poised  federal  government,  to  all  outward  appear- 
ances so  happily  adjusted  and  proportioned  for  endurance  in  all 
its  parts,  has  already  far  degenerated  into  the  deplorable  condition 
of  A  PRACTICAL  REVOLUTION — a  practical  revolutiou  which  but 
too  probably  shadows  forth  the  reality  of  the  coming  catastrophe 
that  threatens  speedily  to  manifest  itself  to  every  eye,  when  too 
late,  by  its  consummation  in  a  self-elected  executive — who  having 
but  too  successfully  'brought  the  patronage  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment into  conflict  witli  the  freedom  of  elections',*  his  conse- 
quent inauguration  will  be  the  only  brief  ceremonial  that  may 
delay  for  a  day  his  identity  with  a  self-willed  despot. 

Yes,  I  say  I  would  proceed  at  once,  under  such  a  hope, 
to  lay  before  you,  without  preliminary,  among  thousands  oi  other 
jiarticulars  shocking  to  the  ear  of  a  republican  and  moral  commu- 
nity to  hear,  but  nevertheless  important  to  a  complete  history  of 
the  times — 1.  a  detailed  account  of  three  editions  of  mock 
Reform,   alias  Proscription,   with   their  partial  execution  and 

*  Having  brought  the  patronage  of  the  federal  goverxment  into 
CONFLICT  WITH  THE  FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. — Of  tliis  fact  abundant  evidence 
will  be  adduced  in  its  proper  place  hereafter ;  sufficient,  indeed,  to  base  an  impeach- 
ment upon,  were  that  power  of  the  two  houses  of  congress  not  paralized  by  execu- 
tive influence,  and  patronage. 
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general  failure,  during  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  : — resulting  in 
the  engenderment  of  abuses  and  enormities,  vastly  exceeding 
those  professed  to  be  reformed ;  such  as  the  creation  of  new  and 
useless  offices,  sinecures,  party  pensioners,  and  charity  incum- 
bents ;  the  multiplication  of  defalcations  and  frauds  to  a  frightful 
extent,  and  the  consequent  conflagration  of  public  edifices ;  with 
a  general  dilapidation  of  public  morals,  and  the  abandonment  of 
useful  pursuits,  under  the  seductive  and  reiterated  proclamation  of 
the  government  Press,  'that  General  Jackson  would  punish  his 
enemies  and  reward  his  friends  :'  2.  The  Executive  process  of 
reducing  both  houses  of  congress  to  be  subservient  to  his  will, 
whether  in  their  joint  legislative  functions,  or  in  the  separate 
advisory  executive  counsels  of  the  senate  : — resulting  also  in  a 
great  degree,  in  the  pervertion  of  their  legitimate  objects  (of 
legislatioji  for  the  national  weal,  and  aflbrding  a  salutary  check 
on  the  executive  power,)  into  those  of  the  most  sinister  of  party 
purposes,  vindictive  personalities,  and  individual  aggrandize- 
ment :  3.  The  operations  by  which  political  aspirants  elaborate 
their  party  claims  to  office,  make  their  approaches  to  the  Execu- 
tive, prefer  their  spurious  pretensions  to  his  favour,  and  consum- 
mate their  induction  into  the  vacancies  happening  or  created, 
whether  in  foreign  missions ;  on  the  supreme  judicial  bench  of 
the  United  States ;  in  the  several  executive  departments  ;  or  in 
the  minor  offices;  some  with  ulterior  views  to  the  future  decision 
of  party  questions,  others  to  the  appeasing  of  party  claimants  to 
office,  honours  and  emoluments,  and  all  regardless  of  their 
intellectual  ability,  or  other  fitness,  to  do  honour  to  their  appoint- 
ment, to  themselves,  and  to  their  country :  4.  The  defections  to 
the  public  good,  and  the  corrupt  party  devices  of  federal 
LEGISLATION : — showiug,  lu  ihis  regard,  the  usurpations  and 
encroachments  of  the  executive,  upon  congressional  legisla- 
tion :  the  great  accessions  of  executive  patronage,  by  means  of 
such  legislation,  combined  with  executive  assumptions  of  responsi- 
bility not  delegated  by  law  or  the  constitution  ;  the  tendency  of  the 
government  to  resolve  itself  into  executive  absolutism,  by  the 
exercise  and  abuse  of  this  enormous  patronage,  in  the  form  of 
rewards  and  punishments,  or  bribes  and  threats  of  the  Executive, 
operating  directly  or  indirectly  on  the  reputed  co-ordinate  branches 
of  the  government,  and  on  the  elective  franchise  of  the  people — 
virtually  swallowing  up  the  legislative  functions  and  constitu- 
tional checks  of  those,  with  the  sovereignty  of  these,  in  the 
universally  congestive  organ  of  the  Executive,  inevitably  render- 
ing that  functionary  a  surfeited  and  depraved  autocrat  or 
executive  absolute  :  5.  The  origin  and  progress  of  the  late 
president's  hostihty  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
consummation  in  the  removal  of  the  treasury  deposites,*  at  the 

*  Removal  of  the  treasury  deposites. — It  must  be  consoling  to  every  ad- 
vocate of  his  country's  prosperity,  to  be  able  to  anticipate  the  complete  triumph  of 


INTRODUCTION.  13 

instigation  of  a  selfish,  factious  junto  of  conspirators,  as  a 
covert  means  of  monopolizing  the  speculations  in  the  Public 
Lands  in  the  hands  of  political  partisans,  while  subserving  the 
purposes  of  an  electioneering  drill;  by  superadding  to  the  presi- 
dent's power  of  increasing  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  any  amount 
at  his  discretion,  the  further  power  of  distributing  the  surplus 
funds  of  the  government  among  favourites  and  venal  partisans  of 
the  eleventh  hour,  by  loans  through  the  instrumentahty  of  pliant 
Deposite  Bank  Directors,  under  the  protecting  ^gis  of  the  veto 
poivcr  to  prevent  the  restoration  of  the  treasury  deposites  to  the 
legitimate  control  of  the  Legislature — thus  aftbrding  these  vul- 
tures the  means  of  preying  upon  the  despoiled  treasure  of  the 
body  politic,  or  in  other  words  of  acquiring  princely  monopolies 
of  the  public  lands,  inordinately  thrown  into  market  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  ^40,000,000,  during  the  election  campaiga 
of  1635-36 — not  because  the  pecuniary  exigencies  of  the  govern- 

the  great  American  financier  over  this  lawless  assault  upon  the  United  States  Bank. 
Having-  procured  a  state  charter  of  a  similar  import  from  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, he  is  successfully  locating  branches  in  several  other  states,  so  as  to  promise 
speedily  to  substitute  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  National  Bank.  The  accom- 
plishment of  such  a  masterly  design  will  be  greatly  more  desirable,  and  more  secure 
in  its  permanent  benefits  on  the  commerce,  trade,  and  business  operations  of  the 
country,  by  equalizing  exchanges  and  insuring;  a  uniform  currency,  than  would  a 
National  Bank,  subject  to  the  caprice  and  intolerance  of  party  politics,  with  which 
the  nation  is  sadly  threatened  to  be  permanently  cursed ! 

Upon  this  occasion  the  National  Gazette  of  Philadelphia,  William  Fry, 
Esq.  &  Son,  proprietors  and  editors,  has  made  an  excellent  remark,  that  merits  to 
be  set  in  gold.  Though  it  redounds  in  conclusion  to  the  ludicrous  memory  of  a 
certain  veteran  editor,  I  shall  not  on  that  account,  forego  the  pleasure  of  preserving 
it  here,  as  I  shall  do  hereafter  by  several  other  specimens  of  editorial  wit  and  good 
humour,  though  at  the  expense  of  the  same  indefatigable  and  deluded  partisan. 
Upon  the  arrangement  in  progress,  the  Gazette  remarks^hat  'in  relation  to  the  pro- 
bability of  there  being  no  further  occasion  to  vex  the  public  mind  with  the  agitation 
of  the  National  Bank  question — if  the  views  taken  are  correct,  and  the  plan  spoken 
of  be  carried  out,  we  do  not  see  why  a  National  Bank,  chartered  by  the  ravern- 
ment,  should  not  be  entirely  superseded.  If  the  exchanges  can  be  equalized,  and  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency  produced  by  the  proposed  arrangement,  we  shall  be 
heartily  rejoiced,  and  prepared  to  congratulate  the  country  upon  the  settlement  of  a 
question  which  has  been  u.«ed  by  politicians  for  years  past  to  suit  their  own  pur- 
poses. Our  felicitations  will  be  somewhat  dashed,  hoivever,  by  the  reflection  that  our 
excellent  friend  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  will  be  deprived  of  a  fruitful  subject,  pro- 
ductive with  him  of  'indignation  paragraphs,  and  blood-an-ouns'  articles  imthout  num- 
ber— and  we  are  afraid  frequently  without  much  sense,' — Of  course,  is  my  indorsa- 
tion. And  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  he  has,  nevertheless,  artfully  managed  to  keep 
the  Old  Dominion  under  his  thumb  for  twenty  or  thirty  years,  while  he  yet  con- 
tinues to  devote  a  mellow  old  age  to  the  upholdinsi:  of  exploded  dogmas  and  party 
intolerance,  in  despite  and  defiance  of  the  better  lights  of  Mr.  Madison  on  settled 
constitutional  questions,  and  the  warning  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  conciliatory  inau- 
gural address,  admonishing  the  American  people  'that  having  banished  from  our 
land  that  religious  intolerance  under  which  mankind  so  long  bled  and  suffered,  they 
should  reflect  that  we  have  gained  but  little,  if  we  countenance  a  political  in- 
tolerance—as  despotic,  as  wicked,  and  capable  of  as  bitter  and  bloody  perse- 
cution!' 

The  arrangements  above  alluded  to,  of  establishing  agencies  or  branches  in  other 
states,  by  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  had  been  so  far  accomplished,  as 
to  authorize  the  paymaster-general  of  the  army  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  bank,  as  expressed  in  his  official  circular  to  his  disbursing  agents,  of  the  8th  of 
October  last.  That  circular  has  been  going  the  rounds  in  the  newspapers  with  an 
editorial  caption,  as  follows  : 
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ment  called  for  such  large  sales  to  replenish  the  treasury — not 
because  the  great  demand  for  lands  to  supply  the  increasing 
emigration  and  agricultural  enterprise  of  the  people  required  so 
sudden  a  movement  upon  the  forests  and  prairies  of  the  far  West; 
but  for  objects  the  most  selfish  and  anti-patriotic  that  can  be 
imagined,  better  known  to  the  conspirators  than  to  the  Presi- 
dent himself  in  all  probabihty,  and  as  every  honest  man  would 
fain  hope,  not  even  suspected  by  him  :  all  with  the  inevitable 
and  now  well  known  result  of  abstracting  and  diverting  the 
CURRENCY  from  the  useful  purposes  of  commerce  and  the  busi- 
ness intercourse  of  practical  life,  to  minister  to  the  cupidity  of 
wicked  speculators,  driving  the  mechanics,  the  manufacturers, 
and  the  merchants  from  their  appropriate  vocations  heretofore 
fostered  by  the  laws,  to  seek  their  precarious  subsistence  in  the 

*Bank  of  thk  United  States. — By  the  following  circular  from  the  office  of  the 
paymaster-general,  it  will  be  perceived  that  arrangements  have  been  entered  into 
between  the  government  and  that  institution,  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  United 
States  Treasury  drafts:' 

[CIRCULAR.] 

Paymaster  General's  Office,      ? 
Washins:ion,   October  St/i,  1S38.  5 

'Sir: — Arrangements  having  been  made  with  the  United  States  Bank,  to  pay  the 
Treasurer's  draits  to  a  certain  amount  at  different  places,  and  it  being  probable  the 
notes  of  that  bank  will  be  as  acceptable  to  the  claimants,  and  in  some  more  conve- 
nient THAN  SPECIE,  vou  wiU,  should  you  receive  draits  on  that  bank  or  its  agents, 
make  as  many  of  your  payments  by  checks  as  yon  can,  which  will  give  the  receiver 
the  option  of  taking  paper  or  specie  ;  and  the  department  has  no  objection  to  j^our 
using  the  paper  of  that  bank  in  all  your  payments,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  legally. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON,  P.  M.  G.' 

This  has  been  construed  by  many  editors  as  an  evidence  of  a  concession  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  to  the  United  States  Bank,  and  that  the  arrangement  entered 
into  by  the  paymaster-general,  has  been  made  by  the  specific  order  or  recognition  of 
the  President.  Such  an  inference,  however,  must  be  entirely  gratuitous  upon  every 
principle  of  reasoning;  for,  if  those  conciliatory  views  emanated  from  the  President, 
they  would  not  only  amount  to  a  forfeiture  of  his  general  pledge  'to  follow  the 
footsteps'  of  his  patron,  and  his  specific  pledge  of  uncompromising  hostility  to  that 
bank  or  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  it  would  be  equivalent  to  an  abandonment 
of  his  favourite  Sub-treasury  plot — which  would  be  a  double  treason  against  his 
adherents,  and  those  who  made  him  a  great  man.  Besides,  did  this  conciliatory 
arrangement  flow  secondarily  from  the  politic  reflections  of  the  president,  he  would, 
or  should  have  promulgated  it  through  his  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the  general 
benefit  of  all  disbursing  officers.  But  the  probability  that  almost  amounts  lo  cer- 
tainty, is,  that  the  paymaster-general  being  in  a  highly  responsibile  position  as  the 
largest  disbursing  officer  of  the  government,  who  is  obliged  to  have  funds  convenient 
and  current  at  all  points  of  the  union,  he  only  exercised  the  deliberate  and  cool  dis- 
cretion of  his  office,  by  entering  into  this  arrangement  with  that  bank,  as  the  most 
beneficial  to  the  public  service  under  all  the  circumstances.  This  much  at  least,  I 
know  to  be  true — that  the  arrans:emcnt  is  not  based  on  any  official  action  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  ;  but  that  it  is  considered  at  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, as  a  bureau  arrangement  of  the  paymaster-generaVs  department.  If  it  has 
received  the  private  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  has  been  entered 
into  by  his  private  susrgestion  or  procurement,  it  is  only  one  of  the  many  modes  of 
reaching  a  desirable  object  by  indirection,  so  characteristic  of  men  in  a  dilemma, 
instead  of  confronting  the  main  question  by  t>ankly  and  boldly  recanting  their  error. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  the  United  States  Bank  will  hereafter  be  the  government 
agent  in  transferring  funds  for  disbursement,  but  by  the  indirect  arrangeinents  of  dis- 
bursing bureaus,  so'that  the  president  may  preserve  the  appearance  of  keeping  Lis 
word  with  his  associates  in  a  conspiracy  against  the  bank. 
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western  wilds,  as  the  servile  tenantry  or  dupes  of  the  pampered, 
traitorous  and  tory  monopolists  of  the  public  domain — ever  to  be 
reckoned  among  the  most  diabolical  of  the  many  baleful  and 
treasonable  fruitions  of 'a  spoils  dynasty.'!'  6.  The  instrumen- 
tality of  sundry  other  plots  and  devices  of  your  wicked  partisan 
RULERS,*  contrived  to  accomplish  and  to  vindicate  the  above 
leading  projects,  and  to  gull  the  tolerant  and  confiding  spirit  of 
the  people  in  their  behalf,  to  the  end  that  their  abused  trusts  and 
overgrown  power  be  not  withdrawn  from  them  till  they  shall  feel 
SECURE  by  the  soothings  of  usage  and  undisturbed  possession, 
to  declare  them  perpetual — such  as  the  establishment  of  a 
Central  Hickory  Club,  and  other  juntos  or  coNSPiRATORsf  of 
general  correspondence,  with  an  arch  intriguer  and  knave  at  their 
head,  instigated  by  the  avowed  and  professed  object  of  organizing 
their  caste  throughout  the  whole  union  into  party  associations 
and  affiliated  societies,  to  be  under  the  control  and  dictation  of 
this  Central  Club  or  Party  Caucus  at  the  seat  of  government,  to 
propagate  to  every  district,  county,  precinct  and  fireside,  the  will, 
the  decrees  of  this  would  be  dictator,  under  the  pretence  of 
promulgating  a  'new  code  of  democratic  principles,'  to  humbug 
the  'democracy  of  numbers,'  to  undermine  the  established  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  and  indoctrinate  our  'infant  government' 
withall ;  to  which  schemes,  yet  secretly|  working  their  crimiiial 
purposes  of  sapping  and  undermining  your  public  institutions 
through  the  land,  I  would  also  add,  the  establishment  of  a  servile 
monopoly,  government  plenipotentiary  journal,  equally  un- 
known to  the  laws  and  the  constitution,  or  to  the  republican  sim- 
plicity of  former  administrations,  and  that  too,  under  the  sheer 
pretence  of  selecting  a  job  printer  to  the  executive  departments, 
when,  in  fact,  the  editor  of  this  journal  never  set  a  type  in  his 
life,  nor  even  knows  what  a  font  of  type  is,  but,  being  a  pettifog- 
ger 'at  the  glorious  uncertainty  of  tlie  law,'  is  deemed  by  the  exe- 
cutive a  fit  pirate  upon  the  rightful  patronage  of  printers,  to  be 
conferred  on  him  as  a  reward  for  his  skill  at  special  pleading  to 
make  the  uorst  appear  the  better  cause,  by  artful  perversions,  dis- 

*  Wicked  partisan  rulers. — I  will  take  this  early  occasion  to  acknowledge, 
that  great  allowances  might  be  made  for  the  ignorance  of  these  men,  even  if  tlieir 
wicked  purposes  would  permit  them  to  do  as  well  as  their  slender  abilities  would 
enable  them,  for  it  is  notoriously  admitted,  that  none  of  them  have  been  selected  so 
much  on  account  of  their  profound  attainments  orstatesmanly  qualities,  as  on  account 
of  their  adroitness  and  zeal  at  electioneering — qualifications  which  should  rather  be 
a  recommendation  to  the  gallows  or  the  penitentiary,  than  to  fill  any  responsible 
public  trust. 

t  Juntos  or  conspirators. — For  the  criminal  character  of  such  associations  to 
which  I  here  allude,  I  subjoin  an  extract  from  'Livingston's  Code  of  Penal  Laws' — 
a  careful  perusal  of  which  entire  work,  would  be  vastly  instructive  and  useful  to  all. 
He  says,  (page  141.) 

'4.  Any  malicious  combination  or  agreement  to  injure  any  individual,  or  description 
of  persons,  in  their  reputation,  or  profession,  or  trade,  or  property,  by  agreeing  not  to 
employ  them,  or  by  other  means  that  \vould  not  otherwise  amount  to  an  offence,  is  a 
CONSPIRACY,  and  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  imprisonment,  or  both,  &c.  &.c. 

t  See  AppENrix  (A.)  for  ample  evidences  of  the  existence  and  purposes  of  these 
associations. 


16  INTRODUCTION. 

tortions,  and  mystifications  of  the  truth,  to  cajole  and  soothe  the 
jealousies  and  occasional  suspicions  of  the  people,  while  he  picks 
their  pockets  'by  authority,'  and  aids  to  rivet  on  them  the  cliains 
of  party  infatuation  for  a  name,  whose  true  purport  and  patriotic 
bearing  now,  only  belongs  to  history  ;  for,  in  fact,  the  noble,  the 
public  spirited,  and  higli-rninded  democratic  firm  that  first 
erected,  and  conducted  business  under  the  repuhlican  standard, 
have  long  since  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  and  have  been  succeeded 
by  a  conspiracy  of  political  black-legs,  who  well  know  the  value 
of  the  old  sign  board  of  an  honourable  company,  the  regimental 
uniform  of  departed  heroes,  the  party  cognomen  of  revolutionary 
patriots,  in  lulling  the  sentinels  of  the  people,  while  they  dis- 
honour and  pervert  the  sacred  name  and  principles  of  republi- 
cans, to  the  private  purposes  of  peculation,  power  and  pelf: 
7.  And  finally,  I  would  give  demonstration  of  the  necessity  and 
practicability  of  a  separation  of  the  impeaching  po7i:er  and  elective 
franchise  from  the  other  three  departments  of  the  government, 
to  constitute  a  fourth  and  a  ffth  department ;  the  former  under 
the  existing  arrangement  being  futile  or  inoperative,  and  the  lat- 
ter being  subservient  to  the  controlling  influence  of  the  existing 
THREE  departments,  as  the  reciprocal  instrument  and  incentive 
of  political  strife,  in  which  the  executive  department  wields  the 
strongest  arm — rendered  irresistible  by  the  appointing  power 
(called  executive  patronage,)  being  used  as  a  reward  to  the  servile, 
and  a  j^unishment  to  the  refractory :  and  would  precede  all  of 
Avhich,  without  other  preliminary,  by  a  development  of  the  con- 
spiracy of  Samuel  Houston  and  his  associates  to  dismember 
the  Mexican  dominions,  subsisting  treaties  of  peace  and  amity 
between  that  country  and  the  United  States,  under  the  conni- 
vance, the  patronage,  and  the  friendly  countenance  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  from  its  inception  to  its  final  acconi- 
plisJiment,  while  protesting  his  ignorance  and  disbelief  of  it  in 
his  diplomatic  and  disingenuous  correspondence  with  the  Mexi- 
can minister,  denying  the  just  complaints  of  that  much  injured 
neighbour  and  sister  republic,  to  the  indehble  stigma  of  your 
national  honour. 

But,  my  countrymen — apathy  and  supineness,  with  a  blind 
devotion  to  men,  who  conceal  their  treason  under  the  revered 
ancient  symbols  of  liberty  and  democracy,  which  they  disgrace 
in  their  practice  and  deride  in  their  hearts,  have  been  too  long 
the  order  of  the  day  with  the  great  plurality  of  the  sovereign 
people,  for  any  one  to  expect  to  quicken  your  interest  in  these 
matters,  however  they  may  demonstrate  the  disastrous  tendency 
of  your  government  to  revolution — unless  he  make  a  previous 
EXTRA  EFFORT  by  somc  such  appeal  as  I  would  here  essay,  in 
order  to  stimulate  that  interest  into  lively  anticipation,  in  the 
hope  to  obtain  a  patient  hearing  of  those  details,  (notwithstanding 
your  laudable  prepossessions  under  the  influence  of  deceptions 
arts,)  and  thereby  to  render  you  sensible  of  your  danger,  elicit 
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from  you  measures  of  prevention  by  which  you  may  obviate  the 
direful  perpetration  of  the  threatened  mischief,  and  give  renewed 
assurance  to  the  consoUng  opinion  of  the  illustrious  Madison, 
expressed  on  the  detection  and  defeat  of  Burr's  conspiracy,  viz  : 
'that  the  result  of  that  enterprise  is  among  the  auspicious  pledges 
given  by  the  genius  of  republican  institutions  and  the  spirit  of  a 
free  people  for  future  triumphs  over  dangers  of  every  sort  that 
may  be  encountered  in  our  national  career.'*  But,  for  many 
years  past,  in  the  face  of  the  same  conspiracy  revived,  and  of  a 
multiplicity  of  other  defections  more  insidious  in  their  character, 
reposing,  as  you  seem  wont  to  do,  in  the  deceptive  appearances 
of  inviolable  security,  because  you  have  no  apprehensions  of  ex- 
ternal violence,  and  knowing  that  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
yourselves,  you  are  at  all  times  too  gratuitously  inclined  to  bestow 
unlimited  confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  your  public  servants, 
and  in  the  staunch  trim  of  the  political  system  in  which  your 
all  is  embarked,  without  suspicion,  without  scrutiny,  inquiry  or 
supervision. 

I  would  therefore^  fain  entreat  you  seriously  to  contemplate  that 
AWFUL  problem,  the  truth  of  ivhich  is  but  too  apparent  to  the 
anxious  eye  of  all  reflecting  mijids,  while  you  in  the  aggregate, 
seem  unco7iscious  of  it,  that  you  are  rapidly  careering 
THE  CYCLE  OF  POLITICAL  DESTINY  which  authentic 
history  ascribes  to  all  nations  of   'a  morning's  dawn,  a 

MERIDIAN  renown,  AND  AN  EVENING's  DECLINATION  TOWARDS 
THE  GLOOMY  ABYSS  FROM    WHENCE    THEY   EMERGED  !'     For  SUch 

is  the  laconic  figure  bywliicJt  the  supposed  inevitable  fate  of  nations 
or  political  systems  has  been  most  appropriately  and  graphically 
delineated. 

But  may  not  this  continued  recurrence  of  revolutions,  sweep- 
ing into  their  vortex  of  destruction,  the  best  organized  popular 
institutions,  as  well  as  the  vilest  of  despotisms,  be  mainly  attribu- 
table to  the  fact,  that  the  great  Democracy  of  Numbers  who  con- 
stitute the  bulk  of  the  busy,  bustling,  business-teeming  world, 
are  by  their  daily  vocations,  necessarily  precluded  from  the  means 
of  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  occult  cabalic  arts  by  which 
political  systems,  good  and  bad,  are  continually  revolutionized 
in  the  hands  of  the  designing  and  treacherous  few,  under  the 
evil  instigation  of  human  passion  and  human  crime  ?  Do  not 
these  malign  incentives,  nurtured  and  kept  in  countenance  every 
where  by  the  triple  alliance  of  personal  ambition,  party  intole- 
rance, and  cupidity  of  pelf,  but  work  out  the  sordid  vocation  of 
the  political  dramatists,  in  every  change  they  impress  upon  sys- 
tems of  government,  whilst  the  busy,  bustling  world  are  riveted 
with  astonishment  when  too  late,  at  the  inscrutible  (as  to  them) 
and  unexpected  revolutions  Avhich  follow,  though  long  before 
seen  and  anticipated  in  some  form  or  other,  by  the  no  less  busy 
labourers  in  the  secret  walks,  by-ways,  and  sinuosities  of  political 

*  See  Mr.  Madison's  letter  to  Thomas  S.  Hinde,  Esq.— sequel. 
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intrigue?  Yet  the  busy  world  of  numbers,  the  great  pack-horses 
of  party  pohticians,  are  nevertheless  destined  in  all  cases  to  be 
saddled  with  the  enormous  burthens  and  forfeitures  incurred  by 
the  political  black-legs  of  the  day,  let  who  will  win  the  smiles  of 
fortune  in  these  desperate  chances  of  national  lotteries,  by  a  tem- 
porary advancement  of  their  ambitious  career.  Or  rather,  are 
these  ever  revolving  cycles  of  national  destiny,  but  the  natural 
process  by  which  political  institutions  shall  ultimately  attain  the 
goal  of  perfectibility,  to  which  human  improvements  are  now 
rapidly  advancing? — a  process,  indeed,  most  happily  illustrated 
by  the  analogous  principle  of  alternate  destruction  and  repro- 
duction that  IS  visible  in  all  the  departments  of  the  physical 
world ! 

It  is  not  pretended,  however,  that  these  cycles  of  political  sys- 
tems are  necessarily  of  one  duration,  or  circumscribed  by  a  com- 
pass of  any  definite  dimensions.  Some  indeed,  are  ephemeral  as 
the  natural  day,  or  as  fleeting  and  insignificant  as  the  lichens, 
the  zoophites,  or  the  earth  worms  of  incipient  living  nature,  which 
perform  their  functions  and  die  to  give  place  to  more  mature 
developments — while  others,  like  the  higher  orders  of  creation, 
with  gigantic  strides  rise  to  magnificence,  roll  on,  and  endure  by 
the  blessings  of  a  more  judicious  and  statesmanly  equipose, 
through  a  halcyon  period  of  some  years,  without  a  material  de- 
viation in  their  course,  or  dilapidation  of  their  machinery.  There 
needs  but  a  cursory  glance  of  the  eye  over  the  history  of  nations, 
however,  to  perceive  that  there  exists  not  a  system  of  govern- 
ment in  any  quarter,  which  has  stood  beyond  the  ordinary  span 
of  a  single  human  life,  without  encountering  civil  wars,  carnage, 
and  revolution  !  The  great  duration  of  the  Roman  empire  itself 
would  not  contradict  this  statement.  For  civil  wars  and  revolu- 
tions continually  marked  her  career,  even  during  her  most  suc- 
cessful and  triumphant  march  in  the  extension  of  her  imperial 
power;  and  the  liberty  of  her  people  had  long  become  extinct, 
while  the  external  form  of  the  Republic  were  still  preserved  in 
the  caption  of  her  laws,  and  borne  on  her  oflicial  stamps  and 
military  standards — her  monogram  S.  P.  Q,.  R.  still  proclaiming 

THE     SUPREMACY    OP    THE    SENATE   AND    THE    PEOPLE    OF    RoME, 

when  there  was  not  a  vestige  of  liberty  to  be  found.  In  like 
manner,  may  your  monogram  'Liberty'  still  continue  to  adorn 
the  fillet  that  binds  its  emblem  cap  on  the  head  of  your  patron 
goddess,  long  after  the  reality  has  vanished  from  the  walks  of 
private  life — and  the  motto,  e  pluribus  ujvum,  may  also  continue 
to  wave  from  the  beak  of  your  towering  eagle,  or  adorn  the  striped 
standards  of  your  star-spangled  bunting  that  floats  over  the  capi- 
tol,  long  after  numerous  states  they  in  part  represent,  have  seceded 
from  the  union ! 

But  is  it  necessarily  decreed  that  no  political  system  shall  be 
so  justly  balanced,  so  happily  proportioned,  and  projected  upon 
such  directuess  of  principle,  as  to  move  off  and  endure  forever  in 
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a  right  lined  career  from  that  ill-fated  cycle  of  political  whirl- 
about, which  sooner  or  later,  brings  all  nations  back  again  to  the 
chaos  of  elements  from  which  they  sprung,  or  sinks  them  into 
the  bottomless  depths  of  absolute  despotism — a  worse  condition 
tliis  truly,  than  a  chaos  of  elements  or  anarchy,  from  which  some 
hopehil  organization  might  speedily  again  he  ve-produced — where- 
as, to  relapse  into  despotism,  that  primeval  'simplicity  of  govern- 
ment' for  which  some  of  the  party  politicians*  of  the  present  day 
so  ardently  pant,  would  but  contravene  those  analogous  princi- 
ples of  reproduction  and  progressive  improvement  just  glanced  at, 
and  leave  us  where  the  progenitors  of  our  race  were  at  the  be- 
ginning, when  they  had  not  even  entered  the  horn-books  of  poli- 
tical or  general  science,  much  less  conceived  the  first  principle, 
the  alpha  of  popular  government. 

In  regard  to  general  science,  it  is  not  unworthy  of  remark 
here,  that  improvements  of  all  kinds  are  essentially  reciprocal 
auxiliaries  to  each  other.  They  are  severally  and  conjointly 
progressive,  not  pa7-i  passu,  indeed,  in  the  literal  strictness  of  the 
phrase  ;  for  some  branches  by  favour  of  accidental  discovery,  and 
others  by  the  caprice  of  inordinate  culture,  shoot  ahead  and  at- 
tain a  precocious  maturity,  while  others  locked  up  in  embryo  for 
ages,  lag  behind  and  lay  dormant,  until,  touched  by  the  wand  of 
diffusive  and  equalizing  intelligence,  they  spring  forward  and 
claim  their  place  in  the  general  march  of  science,  of  art,  and  of 
civilization.  But  during  the  delays  or  deficiencies  of  either, 
various  human  devices  more  or  less  satisfactory,  are  resorted  to, 
to  answer  the  present  emergencies  of  real  or  fictitious  necessity; 
and  these  expedients  of  the  moment,  in  proportion  to  their  seem- 
ing efficacy,  tend  also  to  retard  in  such  cases,  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  ultimate  desiderata  that  befit  their  higher  destiny  in 
the  general  scheme  of  amelioration. 

It  is  also  equally  worthy  of  note,  that  the  pioneers  in  the  arts, 
the  sciences,  and  the  cause  of  civilization,  as  well  as  those  in 
geographical,  geological,  asrial  and  nautical  exploration,  but  rare- 
ly reap  any  other  reward  than  the  renown  with  which  their 
grateful  countrymen  and  the  world  in  general  remember  and 
record  their  wonderful  exploits  and  discoveries,  achieved  at  the 
cost  of  great  pecuniary  sacrifices,  loss  of  health,  and  not  unfre- 
quently,  the  ruin  of  their  families.  This,  however,  seems  always 
to  be  esteemed  by  mercenary  calculators,  as  reward  enough  for 
those  ardent  spirits  who  press  into  the  front  rank  of  assiduous 
enterprise  in  developing  the  beau  ideal  of  human perfectahility — 
while  on  the  contrary,  their  disinterested  devotion,  equivalent  to 

*  See  the  infatuated  proceeding  and  disorganizng  doctrines  of  the  Slam-Bang- 
loco  focos,  promulgated  at  their  head-quarters  in  iS'ew  York,  and  elsewhere  through- 
out the  country,  under  the  patronage  and  instigation  of  Fanny  Wright,  the  Post- 
master-general", and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  which  the  papers 
of  the  day  are  ever  teeming — the  essence  of  which  is,  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  pro- 
perty, and  compel  the  wealthy  to  divide  their  earnings  with  the  profligate.  They 
will  be  paiticularly  noticed  hereafter.    See  AppEiXdix  (B.) 
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martyrdom  in  so  glorious  a  cause,  should  give  them  an  equitable 
title  to  participate  in  the  substantial  fruits  and  benefits  derived 
from  their  intellectual  labour,  in  their  subsequent  application  to 
use  by  practical  men  and  chartered  companies.  To  the  purport 
of  these  combined  efforts  of  genius,  mechanical  labour,  and  cor- 
porate enterprise,  it  has  been  justly  remarked,  'that  no  age  has 
illustrated  so  strongly  as  the  present,  the  empire  of  mind  over 
matter,  and  the  ability  of  man  to  rise  with  the  resources  of  his 
own  intellectual  powers  over  the  obstacles  with  which  destiny 
has  surrounded  him.'  And  it  is  equally  true,  that  whoever  by 
his  individual  exertions,  adds  one  ray  of  light  to  the  general  stock 
of  intelligence,  or  contributes  a  single  important  improvement  to 
any  art  or  science,  is  as  fully  deserving  of  pecuniary  reward  as 
the  enterprising  mechanicians  who  apply  them  to  practical  use  ; 
and  these  classes  of  citizens,  taken  collectively,  are  still  more 
deserving  the  gratitude  of  their  species,  who  profess  to  cultivate 
and  patronize  the  arts  of  civilization  and  peace,  than  the  renown- 
ed class  of  pugnacious  heroes,  who  spill  the  blood  of  their  fellow 
beings  in  unjust  wars  for  the  dismemberment,  or  extension,  of 
national  empire.  Yet  it  must  be  avowed,  that  in  the  present 
stage  of  civilization,  and  popular  estimate  of  merit,  the  successful 
military  hero,  whether  in  self-defence  or  unwarrantable  aggres- 
sion,* receives  the  full  measure  of  reward  from  all  sects  and  per- 
suasions, whether  by  artifice,  blind  habit,  irresistible  example,  or 
sincere  devotion  to  the  sanguinary  profession  ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner, those  skilful  mechanicians  and  corporate  companies,  who 
give  the  last  touch  to  merchantable  commodities,  render  them  fit 
for  social  use,  and  transport  them  to  our  hands,  have  greatly  the 
advantage  over  the  intellectual  labourers  and  inventors,  in  the 
eagerness  of  competitors  for  their  finished  products,  on  account 
of  the  more  ready  sale  and  the  greater  profits  they  command  for 
immediate  use,  over  the  crude  fruits  of  invention,  which  on  ac- 
count of  their  immature  state,  promise  but  remotely  to  contribute 
to  the  necessities,  the  comforts,  or  the  luxuries  of  mankind. 
Thus  too,  upon  the  principle  ot present  or  proximate  utility,  are 
corporate  or  chartered  facilities  afforded  by  legislative  acts  gene- 
rally confined  to  specific  objects  of  art,  commerce,  and  local  im- 
provement, according  to  the  immediate  prospects  of  profit  held 
out  to  enterprise  and  speculation,  to  which  most  capitalists  seem 
rather  to  graduate  their  optics,  without  sufficient  regardfulness  to 
a  general  system — American  system  if  you  please — of  improve- 
ment; which,  in  truth,  should  embrace  not  only  objects  of  imme- 
diate use  and  profit,  but  those  also  that  contribute,  however  re- 

*  Unwarrantable  aggression. — I  cannot  but  anticipate  the  time,  when  by 
favour  of  a  more  propitious  turn  of  events,  the  profession  of  the  sword  having  become 
Imager  vseless  nnder  the  benign  influence  and  culture  of  the  arts  of  peace,  will  be  re- 
garded as  odious  as  that  of"  the  pirate,  the  black-leg,  or  the  highwayman — except- 
ing always  a  well-organized  militia,  so  justly  considered  the  proper  reliance  for 
national  defence  in  case  of  invasion,  the  only  just  occasion  for  war. 
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mold 7,  to  suggest  and  prepare  the  best  materials  or  to  facilitate 
their  future  subjection  to  social  use,  as  well  as  to  the  abstract 
elegancies  of  lile,  which,  as  such,  are  not  merchantable  commo- 
dities at  all :  nay,  more,  it  should  likewise  comprehend  those 
other  unmerchantable  commodities  of  education,  moral,  religious, 
and  political  institutes;  for  these,  after  all,  may  well  be  consi- 
dered  the  vivifying  sources,  the  channels,  and  the  effectual  gua- 
ranties of  usefulness  to  all  the  products  of  human  ingenuity  and 
industry,  ministering  to  human  comfort  and  luxury.  Yet  the 
cupidity  of  mankind  in  general,  is  such,  that  capitalists  who  have 
shown  their  skill  in  amassing  wealth,  rarely  adventure  in  those 
unmerchantable  commodities  just  glanced  at,  but  eagerly  press 
forward  for  corporate  facilities  for  supplying  the  immediate  ob- 
jects of  social  use  and  consumption,  while  those  more  remote  and 
less  merchantable  subjects,  are  left  to  the  enthusiast  virtuosos,  to 
elaborate  to  their  hand,  without  other  reward  but  posthumous 
fame,  that  relieves  not  their  families  from  indigence.  If  then, 
those  trading  companies  who  live  upon  the  brains  of  the  pioneers 
in  discovery  and  improvement,  and  tliereby  hoard  wealth  for 
their  posterity,  find  the  purse  strings  of  society  so  readily  relax  to 
aid  and  reward  their  enterprise,  which  could  hardly  fail  of  suc- 
cess, I  would  with  due  delerence  ask,  if  it  be  incompatible  with 
good  national  policy,  to  afford  substantial  encouragement  to  the 
PIONEERS  in  improvement  ?  The  occasional  munificence  of  Con- 
gress in  these  regards,  do  indeed,  afford  some  hope  that  a  more 
equal  and  systematic  course  will  ere  long  be  adopted,  as  a  means 
of  rendering  the  good  intent  of  the  patent  right  and  copy  right 
laws  more  efficient.  But  I  must  not  be  understood  as  cherishing 
a  disposition  to  wage  a  quarrel  with  the  inestimable  coups 
OF  effectives,  whether  corporate*  or  individual,  whose  opera- 

*  Inestimable  corps  of  effectives  whether  corporate,  &c. — The  arts, 
the  sciences,  general  education,  and  internal  improvements  of  every  description, 
should  constitute  the  Effective  American  System,  to  be  the  hand-maid  of  our 
Republican  Political  System,  and  be  patronized  by  it — the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  the  contrary  notwitlistanding.  And  how  are  these  essentials  to  na- 
tional prosperity  to  be  rendered  most  effective  but  by  their  regular  organization  into 
a  SYSTEM,  by  means  o{  corporate  institutions,  whereby  the  combination  and  re-union 
of  all  the  mechanical  and  intellectual  powers  of  man  may  be  brought  to  a  focus. 
This  re-union  of  etfectives  may  emphatically  be  termed  the  strength  of  social 
man,  the  lever  and  moving  power  of  communities,  by  which  their  magnificent  ope- 
rations can  only  be  achieved.  Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  individual  exertion- 
Is  but  little  better  than  total  inaction.  And  further,  the  credit  system  is  the  soul 
of  all  corporations.  It  is  the  anticipation  of  that  wealth  which  its  laudable  and  judi- 
cious application  is  calculated  to  realize,  by  putting  into  operation  all  the  productive 
energies  which  real  capital  could  do,  and  thus  producing  the  wealth  whose  pre- 
existence  would  otherwise  have  been  necessary  to  set  those  operations  in  motion. 
The  credit  system  is,  therefore,  a  substitute  for  wealth,  where  it  does  not  pre-exist; 
it  produces  wealth  as  it  were,  out  of  nothing ;  it  is,  in  fact,  wealth  by  anticipation  ; 
it  has  the  magic  power  of  generation  and  re-production  of  wealth,  which,  without 
this  ingenious  system,  this  device  of  profound  statesmen  and  financiers,  could  never 
exist.     The  essentials  to  its  success,  are,  a  judicious  object,  and  that  well  followed. 

But  the  motto  of  Mr.  "Van  Buren's  favourite  caste  of  loco  focos,  literally  is, 
'perish  credit,  perish  commerce,  down  with  the  banks,  down  with  corporations,  and 
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tions  have  done  so  much  to  advance  the  personal  comforts  of  us 
all,  with  the  general  commerce,  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our 
country.  By  the  successful  application  of  labour  saving  ma- 
chinery, and  a  thousand  other  improvements  in  the  different 
branches  of  industry,  'they  have  subdued  the  elements,  annihi- 
lated space,  supplied  the  defects,  and  in  a  great  degree  improved 
the  advantages  of  nature.'  Nay,  to  show  our  increasing  grati- 
tude to  those  who  minister  to  our  comforts,  in  proportion  as  they 
come  nearest  to  contact  with  us  in  their  endearing  function,  I 
might  also  here  include  a  more  humble  portion  of  operatives, 
who,  by  giving  in  fact,  the  last  touch  to  commodities  of  inime- 
diate  necessity  and  luxury,  may  justly  be  reckoned  among  the 
beneficiaries  if  not  the  benefactors  of  our  species.  And  it  is  upon 
this  principle  that  the  most  heartfelt  praise  is  frequently  awarded 
to  the  tavern-keeper,  the  tailor,  the  milliner,  and  the  cook,  while 
even  the  architect  himself,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  is  but 
too  scurvily  forgot. 

the  devil  take  the  millionaire' — if  you  but  divide  their  riches  .imon^  the  sans- 
culottes. Let  these  anarchists  and  professors  of  agrarianism,  carr^'  out  their  doc- 
trines, as  taught  at  their  head-quarters  in  New  York,  and  we  shall  soon  be  without 
a  rail  road,  a  canal,  a  cotton  factory  or  a  steam  mill,  without  insurance  companies 
and  a  flourishing  commerce,  nay,  without  colleges  and  scientific  institutes — a  beg- 
garly and  ignorant,  degenerate  race,  of  wliich  the  hard  money  schemes,  and  indivi- 
dual" operations  would  hardly  keep  body  and  soul  together,  nor  would  the  govern- 
ment patronage  itself  be  longer  worth  scrambling  for. 

These  reflections  are  cast  out  here,  apparently  out  of  place,  I  confess;  but  in  fact, 
they  would  not  be  out  of  place  on  every  man's  tongue,  and  in  every  American's 
heart;  therefore,  the  sooner  they  are  expressed  the  better.  And  I  will  also  here 
express  the  hope,  that  instead  of  the  desolating  purposes  of  the  ruling  dynasty 
being  ever  accomplished,  the  time  may  soon  arrive,  when  there  will  be  yet  a  fur- 
ther extension  of  the  credit  system,  somewhat  in  this  wise  :  that  the  annual  appropria- 
tions of  Congress  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  government  for  the  current 
year,  be  paid  in  treasury  securities  or  notes — which  shall' be  again  receivable  by  the 
treasury  in  payment  of  the  customs  and  other  dues  to  the  treasury,  but  not  re-issu- 
able  under  any  pretence.  As  a  further  arrangement  in  connection  with  this  plan, 
it  would  conduce  to  its  good  results,  to  distribute  annually,  between  the  several 
states,  any  excess  or  surplus  of  revenue  that  might  accumulate  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  appropriations  or  disbursements.  Also,  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  emer- 
gency, calling  for  appropriations  exceeding  the  probable  or  customary  income  for 
any  corresponding  year,  such  contingency  might  be  provided  for  by  the  constitu- 
tional provision  of  a  temporary  loan  of  the  sum  required;  which  sum  might  be 
repaid  in  all  cases,  by  the  instalments  of  subsequent  yearly  surpluses  of  revenue  over 
the  annual  expenditures,  until  finally  liquidated,  instead  of  dividing  those  surpluses 
for  the  time  being  among  the  states  ;  but  such  liquidation  of  such  debt  incurred  by 
emergency  being  accomplished,  the  annual  surpluses  of  the  revenue  thereafter 
accruing,  to  be  again  distributed  among  the  states,  as  before.  One  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  this  system,  would  be  to  permit  the  full  amount  of  the  annual  appropri- 
ations to  remain  in  active  ciroilation,  uninterruptedly  performing  the  proper  func- 
tions of  a  sound  currency,  instead  of  being  abstracted  from  circulation  and  locked 
up  in  idleness,  to  the  great  detriment  of  trade,  and  the  hazard  of  incurring  a  mis- 
chievous fluctuation  in  the  value  of  money.  The  annual  distribution  of  any  surplus 
•would  be  a  further  guaranty  against  any  considerable  accumulation  or  abstraction  of 
money  from  circulation  ;  while  the  occasional  borrowing  of  inconsiderable  sums  to 
meet  possible  emergencies,  would  be  comparatively  trifling  objections,  to  the  benefits 
derived  from  a  constant  and  healthy  circulation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  accumula- 
tion of  #40,000,000  on  special  deposite,  abstracted  from  circulation,  would  of  itself, 
be  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  country.  These,  I  should  think,  are  clear  proposi- 
tions ;  and,  for  the  present,  I  shall  waive  any  examples  or  reasoning  to  illustrate 
them. 
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But  although  it  is  true,  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  improve- 
ments  in  the  arts,  the  sciences,  and  civilization,  are  jointly  and 
severally  progressive;  yet  of  all  the  sciences,  arts,  and  evidences 
of  civilization,  that  of  government  for  the  general  benefit  of  man- 
kind, is  tlie  most  tardy  in  its  career  of  emendation,  though  con- 
fided to  the  management  and  control  of  a  portion  of  the  intelli- 
ligeiit  few — who,  indeed,  taken  in  connection  witii  the  intelligent 
few  of  all  other  classes  and  callings  of  society,  are  always  centu- 
ries in  advance  of  the  multitude,  upon  all  subjects  that  contribute 
to  the  melioration  of  our  social  condition.  But  why  this  excep- 
tion of  tardiness  applies  to  improvements  in  government,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  inquiries  of  the  present  day.  If  it  be  not 
entirely  a  new  suggeslioi],  it  at  least  appears  so  to  me,  and  I  shall 
in  the  sequel  treat  it  as  such,  with  the  best  lights  I  can  throw 
upon  it  under  the  circumstance  of  its  novelty  to  my  mind,  con- 
tenting myself  with  this  remark  in  advance — that  the  question 
will  probably  resolve  itself  into  developments  and  demonstrations 
of  that  all  pervading  selfishness,  which  ever  sways  the  humau 
heart  when  there  are  great  temptations  and  facilities  offered  for 
individual  aggrandizement  at  the  public  cost,  without  adequate 
checks  and  responsibilities  to  restrain  and  counteract  the  domi- 
nant passion.  And  hence  ihe  mtelligent  few  who  \idi\i\ie\\  for  a 
time  to  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  national  affairs  in  a  popular 
government,  do  not  labour  so  much  to  perfect  or  improve  this 
unique  branch  of  science  in  which  they  are  employed,  and  with 
the  defective  details  of  which,  they  have  the  best  opportunities  to 
be  conversant ;  but  on  the  contrary,  rather  seek  all  pretences  in 
their  power  to  obstruct  its  further  emendation,  and,  on  the  fit 
occasions  of  great  national  calamity,  popular  excitement,  and 
party  strife,  (of  which  the  prominent  public  functionaries  are 
generally  the  authors  and  plotters,  the  instigators  and  principal 
actors,)  propagate  the  doctrine,  that  the  emergency  calls  for  the 
simplicity  and  energy  oi executive  supremacy ^  after  the  example 
of  those  who  demanded  a  dictator  in  the  trying  times  of  the 
revolution.  They  urge  tliese  plausible  pretences  of  public  utility 
in  curing  or  remedying  the  evils  themselves  have  produced,  with 
arrangements  and  preparations  vigorously  pressed  to  upset  the 
foundations  of  the  few  improvements  that  may  have  been  insti- 
tuted, and  obliterate  the  restraints  and  accountabilities  that  had 
been  exacted  by  the  public  good  to  check  executive  wilfulness, 
and  in  the  high  tide  of  the  popular  clamour  they  have  set  in 
motion  when  tlie  multitude  are  tossed  to  and  fro  upon  uncer- 
tainty and  doubt,  whom  to  censure  or  whom  to  approve,  they 
seize  the  occasion  to  gamble  desperately  and  adroitly  with  each 
other  for  the  prize  of  public  favour,  until  again,  when  least  ex- 
pected by  their  supine,  or  half  confiding,  half  confounded  consti- 
tuents, the  brief  experiment  of  a  complicated  popular  govern- 
ment fails,  probably  for  the  last  time,  and  is  substituted  by  that 
of  a  single,  simple  despot's  will ! 
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If  then,  such  be  indeed,  the  doom  that  awaits  your  endeared 
poHtical  system,  as  seems  but  too  probable  from  the  rapid  march 
with  which  the  competitors  on  party  hobbies,  are  pressing  in  that 
direction,  yet  still  I  would  ask,  have  you  not  the  cheering  hope 
left,  that  you  may,  by  the  aid  of  wisdom  and  dear  bought  expe- 
rience, so  reorganize  and  amend  that  system,  as  to  rectify  the 
defects  which  time  has  discovered,  and  thereby  ward  off  or 
retard  your  fate,  and  insure  the  greatest  possible  duration  to  the 
enjoyment  of  that  invaluable  boon  of  popular  government  whicli 
your  sage  and  patriotic  ancestors  have  bequeathed  to  you?  Yes, 
undoubtedly,  will  be  your  cheering  response;  unless  percliance 
you  be  so  entirely  of  the  predestinarian  school,  that  no  inspiriting 
hope  can  dissipate  the  thickening  gloom,  no  admonition  of  dan- 
ger can  animate  you  to  a  vigorous  effort  to  avert  so  pregnant  a 
mischief;  for  truly,  I  have  found  in  my  personal  intercourse  at 
the  seat  of  government,  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  respectable 
intelligence  of  the  country  resident  and  sojourning  here,  who  are 
of  this  disheartening,  this  sedative  persuasion,  that  except  for  a 
somewhat  more  ardent  temperament  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  most 
men,  I  too  should  despond  as  they  have  done,  at  the  contempla- 
tion of  a  hopeless  task,  and  abandon  the  purpose  of  this  book — 
to  point  out  those  defects  of  your  institutions  which  destroy  that 
beautiful  proportion  and  solidity  they  were  once  supposed  to 
possess,  and  to  recount  those  numerous  practical  evidences  of 
their  dilapidating  tendency,  with  wliich  \he  inordinate  lust  for 
POWER  IN  THE  FEW,  has  interspcrscd  and  befouled  your  political 
history,  becoming,  daily,  still  more  numerous  and  daring,  as  the 
successful  attempts  of  your  treacherous  agents  increase  their 
temptations  to  enlarge  the  executive  power  and  patronage,  as  a 
means  to  subvert  the  freedom  of  elections  and  perpetuate  their 
misrule,  for  the  benefit  of  their  individual  favourites,  or  the 
emolument  of  their  servile  party  agents.  But  it  remains  to  be 
seen,  whether  I  hope  against  reason,  and  vainly  dedicate  my  un- 
tiring efforts  to  persuade  you  to  make  one  more  struggle  to  right 
your  ship  of  state,  and  rescue  her  from  the  whirlpool  of  destruc- 
tion, into  the  verge  of  which  she  has  been  rashly  precipitated  by 
her  late  unskilful,  headstrong  and  ignorant  commander,  surroun- 
ded by  a  corps  of  the  most  corrupt  upstarts  and  evil  advisers 
that  ever  disgraced  the  deluded  confidence  of  their  fellow-men. 

In  prosecuting,  then,  with  a  becoming  zeal,  and  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  this  laudable  purpose,  in  a  manner  most  promising  of 
beneficial  results,  it  will  not  be  inappropriate,  the  more  deeply  to 
impress  you  with  the  awful  bearing  of  the  matters  to  which  I 
have  invoked  your  solemn  attention,  to  lay  before  you  a  iew 
striking  evidences  of  the  despotisms  and  the  cruel  persecutions 
out  of  which  most  governments  have  derived  their  frightful 
catastrophe;  and  to  admonish  yon  at  the  same  time,  to  make  the 
application  and  ask  yourselves  what  have  you  to  hope,  if  such  is 
the  dread  end  to  which  the  political  cycle  of  nations  prematurely 
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brings  back  those  who  neglect  to  take  counsel  of  their  wisest 
statesmen,  'to  have  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  princi- 
ples,'and  at  stated  periods  subject  the  machinery  of  their  govern- 
ment to  the  scrutinizing  eye  of  their  best  constitutional  architects, 
in  order  to  amend  those  original  defects,  and  repair  those  occa- 
sional supervening  flaws  and  blemishes,  to  which  all  human 
institutions  are  more  or  less  incident. 

Those  evidences  above  referred  to,  will  be  exhibited  in  the 
appendix,*  by  three  copious  extracts  from  'The  history  of 
Priest-craft  and  King-craft  in  aU  ages  and  nations,  by  William 
HowiTT,  of  Nottingham,  published  in  liOndon,  in  the  summer  of 
1S33;  edited  and  republished  by  a  clergyman  in  New  York.' 
That  work  condenses  iu  a  small  compass  the  most  toucliing  and 
eloquent  reminiscences  of  the  cruel  horrors  of  history,  written  as 
it  were  with  a  pen  plucked  from  eagle's  wing,  steeped  in  the 
liquid  ligtitning  of  heaven,  and  guided  by  a  mercurial  sagacity 
and  intelligence  equally  inspired  and  superhuman. 

The  first  extract  gives  a  summary  of  priest-craft  and  king-craft, 
whereof  the  author  had  been  treating  in  detail ;  and  will  prepare 
your  minds  fov  the  recitals  of  the  otiier  two.  The  second  gives 
a  striking  narrative  of  the  secret  associations  of  the  Jesuits,  and 
the  kindred  institutions  of  the  Inquisition.  In  tlie  course  of  its 
perusal  you  will  perceive  strong  analogies  and  frequent  identities 
of  feature,  with  associations  already  adverted  to,  secret  or  other- - 
wise,  occasionally  gotten  up  here,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
government,  not  exempt  from  criminal  intent,  emanating  in  part 
from  political  intolerance  disseminated  throughout  the  country, 
and  in  part  from  the  still  deeper  sin  of  premeditated  mischief. 
You  will,  at  the  same  time,  be  the  more  interested  in  that  narra- 
tive, by  bearing  in  mind  that  the  religious  intolerance  there  ])or- 
trayed,  with  all  its  paraphernalia  of  racks  and  tortures,  famine 
and  wretchedness,  robberies,  dungeons,  carnage  and  death,  were 
the  causes  which  contributed  most  to  people  your  own  America. 
Thus,  looking  on  that  picture  and  then  on  this,  I  feel  fully  per- 
suaded you  will  be  prepared  to  appreciate  the  tendencies  of  the 
political  intolerance  of  some  of  your  leading  demagogues  to  iden- 
tify itself  in  the  end,  with  the  fanatical  religious  intolerance  from 
which  your  ancestors  fled  for  asylum  to  the  then  savage  regions 
of  America-,  and  finally  to  ask  yourselves,  are  you  prepared,  are 
you  resigned,  to  follow  up,  blindfolded,  your  party  leaders,  in 
this  mad  career  of  political  warfare,  without  an  eflort,  not  merely 
of  reconciliation  and  compromise,  but  of  legal  and  constitutional 
interdiction,  by  a  correction  of  those  defects  of  your  system, 
which,  in  process  of  time,  have  engendered  those  growing  evils? 
The  third  extract  exhibits  in  glowing  colours,  the  abominations 
of  'Church  patronage'  in  England  ;  and  is  replete  with  the 
strongest,  the  most  minute  and  disgusting  analogies  to  the  uses 

*See  Appendix  (C.) 
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and  abuses  of  'executive  patronage,'  perpetrated  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  government  of  yoin- adoption,  obviously  not  for  the 
promotion  of  its  legitimate  and  constitutional  object  of  the  'gene- 
ral good,'  bat  clearly  and  avowedly  for  the  maintenance  of  party 
power,  the  benefit  of  individual  favourites  and  family  connec- 
tions, and  the  emoluments  of  the  servile  agents  o{ party  dictation. 
Any  one  who  is  at  all  conversant  with  the  practices  of  the  execu- 
tive departments  generally,  and  of  the  chief  Executive  in  par- 
ticular, taken  as  a  whole,  from  an  early  period  of  our  history  to 
the  present  time,  aggravated  and  muliif)lying  as  they  progress, 
will  be  able  to  note  those  parallels  whilst  he  reads  this  extract. 
Those  who  are,  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  not  so  conversant, 
will  be  able  to  note  them  hereafter,  as  they  shall  be  fully  made 
to  appear. 

While  perusing  those  important  and  ominous  extracts,  (apart 
from  the  parallel  of  official  favouritisms  already  in  full  practice 
here,  on  the  plan  of  'church  patronage'  in  England,)  I  would 
commend  the  American  people  to  bear  in  mind,  not  only  that  the 
deeds  of  torture  and  misrule,  there  pourtrayed,  have  in  fact  been 
perpetrated  in  hundreds  of  forms  and  degrees,  more  cruel  and 
unjust  than  can  possibly  be  estimated  from  verbal  descriptions, 
glowing  as  those  extracts  are,  with  beams  of  a  vivid  intelligence; 
but  also  let  me  intreat  you  to  reflect  emphatically,  that  they  pre- 
figure a  history,  in  advance,  of  scenes  again  to  be  enacted  on 
earth — your  own  case  in  prospective;  if  peradventure,  you  do  not 
avert  it,  by  some  such  precautions  as  I  have  pledged  myself  to 
suggest  in  the  sequel  of  this  book. 

Permit  me  also  to  remind  you,  that  the  defects,  the  flaws,  the 
disorders  of  political  systems,  with  their  tendencies  to  mischief 
and  dissolution,  are  not  devoid  of  their  parallels  in  the  other 
departments  of  science  and  art ;  which  at  once  aflbrd  the  happiest 
illustrations  of  the  former,  as  well  as  teach  us  the  importance  of 
resorting  to  timely  remedies  in  the  medicable  cases,  and  to 
palliatives  to  stay  or  check  the  progress  of  such  cases  as  are 
IMMEDICABLE,  lu  the  Complicated  system  of  the  human  consti- 
tution, a  neglected  weakness  or  disorder  of  a  vital  organ,  pro- 
gressively undermines  the  general  health,  and  sooner  or  later  ter- 
minates in  dissolution.  Of  these  I  could  give  you  thousands  of 
examples,  and  reconmiend  every  man  to  take  their  application 
home  to  himself,  in  case  of  need,  as  they  would  afford  a  practical 
illustration  of  an  important  principle — the  remedy  of  prevention, 
and  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  neglect  of  it.  And  reasoning 
from  analogy,  he  would  thereby  be  assisted  in  appreciating  the 
salutary  eftects  of  applying  timely  remedies  to  the  incipient  dis- 
orders of  political  or  other  public  institutions.  As  a  single  exam- 
ple will  be  no  burthen  to  the  text,  I  shall  recite  one. 

I  well  remember  the  case  of  a  gentleman,  in  whom  a  sallow 
complexion,  a  livid  tongue,  and  other  concomitant  symptoms  of 
obstruction  in  the  functions  of  the  liver,  began  to  manifest  the 


INTRODUCTION.  27 

decline  of  that  organ.  I  admonished  him  of  his  danger,  and 
advised  him  to  resort  to  remedies  promptly  ;  sucii  as  the  medici- 
nal waters,  and  a  course  of  alterative  meciiciiie.  His  reply  was, 
he  had  not  time  to  take  physic  !  (He  had  l)een  one  of  the  severe 
pecuniary  siilferers  by  tlie  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  was 
now  compelled  to  devote  his  personal  exertions  daily  and  hourly, 
to  provide  a  support  for  his  numerous  family.)  But  said  I,  at 
this  rate  your  family  will  soon  be  deprived  of  your  services  alto- 
gether!  Accordingly,  in  this  frame  of  mind  he  unfortunately- 
persisted,  no  doubt  hoping  that  a  slow  poison  would  never  come 
to  a  fatal  issue  !  He  not  only  neglected  the  proper  remedies,  l)ut 
accelerated  the  decline  of  his  health  by  unrenntting  application 
to  an  arduous  calling,  and  in  less  than  two  years  f  >und  hinjself 
labouring  under  a  confirmed  scirrhus  of  the  liver,  which  soon 
terminated  in  universal  disorder,  dropsy,  and  death  ! 

I  could  also  recite  numerous  cases  from  the  more  hopeless 
class  of  immedicable  disorders  to  which  the  human  system  from 
improvident  conduct  or  original  malformation  is  liable  ;  but  which 
may  nevertheless  be  palliated  and  stayed  in  their  career  to  disso- 
lution. Of  these  I  will  only  cite  a  case  or  two  from  the  more 
rare  disorder  of  aneurisai  ;  which  consists  of  a  morbid  enlarge- 
ment or  dilatation  of  an  artery,  thereby  impairing  its  power  in 
circulating  the  blood.  These  aneurismal  enlargements  arise 
either  from  a  natural  debility  of  the  part  of  the  artery  affected  ; 
which  is  generally  at  the  curve  of  the  artery,  where  the  action 
of  the  current  of  blood  is  strongest  and  most  liable  to  aggrava- 
tion whenever  the  circulation  is  preternaturally  hurried — or  they 
arise  from  local  injuries  to  the  coats  of  the  artery,  such  as  slight 
wounds,  punctures,  contusions,  or  contiguous  ulcerations.  The 
aneurisms  from  natural  debility  most  frequently  occur  at  the 
great  curves  of  the  aorta  and  the  pulmonary  artery.  Of  the 
latter,  or  aneurism  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  I  have  incidentally 
known  a  case  of  a  Mr.  Denny,  formerly  a  clerk  in  the  post  office 
department,  which,  from  continual  uneasiness  and  frequent 
anxiety  in  respiration,  was  for  a  long  titiie  mistaken  and  treated 
for  asthma  or  rheumatism:  and  its  fatal  issue  was  surely  not 
retarded  by  the  regimen  adapted  to  a  mistaken  diagnosis,  instead 
of  the  proper  palliative  course  of  treatment  for  the  true  disorder. 
Of  the  former  description,  or  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  was  that  of 
the  late  Mr.  Storrs,  some  years  past  a  member  of  congress  from 
New  York,  who  died  suddenly  at  New  Haven,  about  twelve 
months  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  bodily  exertion  made  in 
ascending  a  long  flight  of  steps  to  the  roof  of  a  pavilion,  pro- 
ducing a  rupture  of  tlie  aneurismal  sack,  by  the  force  of  the 
hurried  circulation  against  that  weak  part.  Mr.  Storrs,  also, 
might  have  brought  his  life  to  an  end  much  earlier  after  the 
enlargement  of  the  artery  had  commenced,  by  unusual  or  violent 
bodily  exercise  of  any  sort,  hurrying  the  blood  upon  this  weak 
part  of  its  circulation.     On  the  other  hand  he  might  probably 
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have  protracted  his  life  for  some  considerable  period  longer,  liad 
he  carefully  abstained  from  any  activity  that  gives  preternatural 
impetus  to  the  circulation. 

But  professional  illustrations  apart,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  it  is  not  in  the  healing  art  alone,  where  the  neglect 
of  salutary  precaution  and  measures  of  prevention  are  most 
conspicuous  and  prolific  of  evil,  or  most  disastrous  in  their 
devastations  on  human  life.  These  calamities  flow  most  pro- 
fusely, indeed,  of  late  years,  from  our  improvidence  against  the 
casualties  of  steam  and  slorm^  of  flood  and  flre ;  which  deadly 
agents  have  swept  off  thousands  of  our  most  valued  and  enter- 
prising fellow-citizens,  within  the  painful  recollection  of- us  all, 
and  to  the  inconsolable  grief  of  thousands  of  friends  and  family 
connections.  Shall  I  instance  the  heart-rending  case  of  the 
steamer  Home,  by  whose  wreck  on  a  voyage  from  New  York 
for  Charleston,  a  year  since,  so  many  valuable  lives  were  lost ! 
There  were  not  only  flaws  and  defects  in  the  construction  of  that 
vessel  which  would  have  condemned  her  as  unseaworthy  when 
she  went  from  the  stocks,  not  only  supervening  disorders  of  her 
timbers  hourly  making  her  fate  the  more  apparent  to  skilful 
seamen  at  every  voyage — but  worse  than  all,  there  were  flaws  in 
the  consciences  of  her  builders,  her  owners,  and  her  commander, 
which  their  MAKER  a/o??e  can  mend  hereafter!  But  is  this  and 
a  thousand  of  the  same  description  of  disasters,  also  immedicable 
disorders?  Yes,  indeed,  I  awfully  fear,  if  they  be  not  soon 
taken  in  hand  by  the  doctors  of  the  senate  and  the  other  house.* 

*  It  appears  to  be  a  very  natural  sug2;estion,  thiat  the  construction  of  all  descriptions 
of  vessels,  machinery,  &.c.  with  whicli  safety  to  human  life  is  closely  involved,  be 
as  fit  subjects  for  a  board  of  inspection,  as  those  of  Hour,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other 
articles  of  mere  merchandise  ;  and  that  their  commanders  or  superintendents  should 
be  as  properly  subject  to  an  examination  to  obtain  a  diploma  or  certificate  of  quali- 
fication, as  physicians,  lawyers,  or  other  professional  men.  And  above  all,  that 
proprietors  of  such  vessels  or  machinery,  should  be  liable  to  heavy  damages  for  all 
disasters  that  arise  from  the  incompetency  or  negligence  of  the  persons  they 
employ:  for,  without  such  a  provision,  the  perfection  of  machinery  and  of  archi- 
tecture, will  be  of  no  guaranty  against  the  evil  consequences  of  the  unrestrained 
depravity  of  low  ambition  in  their  proprietors  or  conductors.  Witness  the  case  of 
the  captain  of  the  steamer  Moselle,  who  actuated  by  the  frivolous  desire  of  acquir- 
ing for  his  crack-steamer  the  honorary  cognomen  of  Eagle-of-the-waters,  actually 
sacrificed  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  his  fellow-beings,  himself  among  the  rest! 

Since  the  above  was  WTitten,  a  penal  law  has  been  enacted  by  Congress,  about  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  with  still  more  severe  provisions  than  tiiose  above  suggested, 
the  purport  of  which  would,  in  all  probability  have  been  enacted  nearly  ten  years 
ago,  had  the  late  Mr.  Dodridge,  of  the  Virginia  delegation  in  Congress,  not  been 
cut  off  in  his  useful  career  by  sudden  death,  when  laboriously  engaged  in  collecting 
facts  and  information  preparatory  to  reporting  a  similar  bill.  Mr.  Uodridge  happened, 
with  myself,  to  be  an  eye-witness  of  the  explosion  of  the  boiler  of  the  Potomac 
steamer  in  Hampton  Roads,  wliich  scalded  to  death  four  of  her  crew,  obviously 
occasioned  by  the  intemperance  of  the  captain  and  radn^with  the  Richmond  steamer. 
The  following  extract  from  a  Mobile  paper,  is  strongly  corroborative  of  the  neces- 
sity for  the  law,  and  augurs  well  lor  its  good  results : 

'The  inspectors  of  steamboats  in  Mobile  are  playing  the  deuce  among  the  boilers. 
Nearly  all  of  the  boats  which  run  to  the  interior  are  under  condemnation;  and  all 
those  to  New  Orleans  are  in  the  same  predicament.  It  is  certainly  inconvenient 
for  tl.e  present;  but  who  can  regret  it  when  such  a  momentous  end  as  the  preserva- 
tion of  life  is  to  be  attained  by  it?  As  soon  as  they  shall  commence  running, 
steamboat  travelling  Mill  be  as  safe  as  sleeping  in  one's  bed.' — Examiner. 
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Nay,  worse  than  immedicable,  because  they  have  an  ingredient 
of  toilful  perpetration^  to  aggravate  them  with  the  compound 
heinousness  of  sin  and  crime. 

But  should  it  now  be  objected — that  there  is  a  want  of  that 
analogy  I  have  been  supposing  to  exist,  between  the  frailties  or 
casualties  incident  to  the  subjects  and  productions  of  general 
science  and  art,  and  those  of  the  systems  of  government — or 
even  between  the  institutions  of  monarchical  governments,  or  of 
the  ancient  and  modern  republics  of  the  old  world,  and  those  of 
our  own  confederated  republic — I  would,  in  relation  to  these 
objections,  remark,  first  of  the  latter,  that  human  nature  is  the 
same  throughout  the  world,  and  that  though  your  institutions 
are,  in  the  main,  if  fairly  administered,  more  salutary  and  con- 
formable to  die  inherent  individual  and  covenanted  social  rights 
of  man,  than  most  other  political  institutions  have  ever  been  ;  yet 
wherever  there  may  happen  to  be  a  weak  or  unguarded  point  in 
your  system  (however  more  numerous,  or  more  gross,  the  defects 
be  in  other  systems)  upon  that  point  are  the  efforts  of  weak  or 
wicked  men  surely  tempted  to  make  iJieir  assaults:  and  in 
regard  to  the  former  more  general  analogies,  it  is  equally  true, 
that  in  all  manner  of  frailties  or  weaknesses  they  may  present, 
their  temptations  operate  alike  upon  all  the  elements  of  destruc- 
tion applicable  to  them,  whether  they  appertain  to  human,  natu- 
ral, or  artificial  productions.  And  of  course  it  is  these  frailties, 
these  defects,  these  weaknesses,  and  liabilities  to  decay,  which 
pervade  all  nature,  that  tempt  the  demon  of  destruction  to  set  his 
elements  to  work;  and  therefore  they  constitute  a  very  material 
and  striking  analogy  in  all  systems,  or  individual  productions, 
however  different  their  general  construction,  material  or  origin, 
may  be.  And  the  process  of  destruction  under  such  liabilities 
will  as  surely  bring  an  otherwise  well  devised  system  to  a  speedy 
end,  as  it  would  a  worse  conceived  one — nay,  more  speedily  too, 
if  the  temptations  should  set  the  elements  of  destruction  into 
more  active  operation  ;  for  a  crazy  vessel  may  ride  out  a  benign 
sea,  while  a  more  staunch  one  with  some  defect  unheeded,  may 
go  to  wreck  in  a  tempest,  which  would  yet  be  harmless  to 
another  that  is  well  appointed  and  equipped  in  all  its  parts. 
How  then  can  you  close  your  eyes  to  the  rational  deduction,  sus- 
tained too  by  abundant  facts,  that  under  similar  circumstances  in 
regard  to  your  political  system,  these  assaults  on  its  weaker  parts 
will  be  made  and  repeated  by  the  same  all-pervaditig  spirit  of 
temptation,  which  in  the  human  breast  ever  seeks  to  accomplish 
the  sinister  ends  of  the  central  self,  be  the  emergency  what 
it  may,  regardless  too  of  the  direful  consequences  they  may 
threaten — yes,  whether  subversive  of  their  country's  best  hopes, 
and  of  the  best  hopes  of  the  world  besides ;  nay,  were  they  even 
sure  ultimately  to  jeopard  their  own  sordid  object,  it  would  mat- 
ter not  to  them,  if  that  be  but  postponed  or  kept  from  their  view 
by  a  present  intoxicating  gratification. 
5 
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And  need  I  here  remind  you,  that  the  quintescence  of  that 
universal  prayer  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  which  is  in  the  mouths  of 
all  men,  women  and  children,  throughout  the  christian  world,  is, 
'lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil  !' 

Though  it  be  obnoxious  to  the  reproach  of  universal  remark, 
that  the  malign  temptations  of  private  life  are  abundant  in  all 
grades  of  society,  and  that  the  evils  which  flow  from  them  are 
in  almost  as  full  proportion  as  if  there  were  no  corrective  power 
either  in  the  municipal  or  corporate  authorities,  nor  any  redeem- 
ing virtue  in  the  solemn  emphasis  and  spirit  of  our  daily  prayer; 
yet,  that  there  should  be  public  temptations  latent  in  your  popu- 
lar political  institutions,  which  stealthily  seduce  your  public 
functionaries  from  their  official  propriety,  and  through  them,  even 
cozen  the  people,  yourselves,  the  democracy  of  numbers,  from 
their  fidelity  to  their  reserved  and  unalienable  rights,  thereby 
creating  on  the  one  hand,  public  delinquencies  innumerable,  and 
on  the  other,  sapping  the  very  foundations  of  popular  sovereigntyj 
or  rather  transferring  all  sovereignty  from  the  people  to  a  despot — 
would  hardly  be  for  a  moment  suspected  by  the  incidental 
observer,  notwithstanding  the  daily  increasing  evils  of  govern- 
ment abuses,  which  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  derive  their 
origin  from  the  system  itself^  from  its  agents  of  administration^ 
or  from  both. 

Truly  your  great  and  good  Washington  resisted  temptation  in 
its  most  imposing  form.  And  if  it  be  a  natural  weakness  to 
yield  to  temptation,  how  ennobling  is  the  virtue  to  resist  it !  But 
alas,  how  few  are  there  who  can  summon  the  fortitude,  or  the 
self-denial,  to  profit  by  so  illustrious  an  example  ?  Unfortunately 
too,  the  soothing  monotony  of  seemingly  unimportant  events 
awaken  you  not  from  the  repose  of  delusive  security,  thereby 
adding  to  the  existing  temptations  to  you  unobserved,  incentives 
the  most  insidious  and  dangerous  of  all,  as  they  are  the  more 
congenial  and  propitious  to  the  clandestine  operations  of  artful 
aspirants  and  their  adroit  coadjutors. 

To  begin  then  to  entertain  the  first  surmise  of  a  doubt,  in 
regard  to  any  defects  of  your  political  system,  and  the  tempta- 
tions they  afford  to  your  unfaithful  public  servants  to  assail  its 
integrity,  would  require  something  more  than  the  casual  obser- 
vation of  isolated  facts  and  disconnected  occurrences.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  becomes  incumbent  upon  the  true  states- 
man to  take  up  his  political  telescope  and  draw  all  the  lights  of 
pertinent  facts  from  the  boundless  expanse  of  time  and  space 
into  one  concentrated  focus,  in  order  to  see  and  note  their 
bearings,  and  profit  by  the  inductions  they  would  teach.  With- 
out such  precaution,  he  would  be  liable  to  flounder  in  a  sea  of 
perplexity  without  definite  object,  or  to  fight  against  shadows 
without  winning  a  single  valuable  trophy  to  add  lustre  to  his 
statesmanship,  or  advance  the  prosperity  of  his  country  and 
insure  the  stability  of  her  institutions.     But  with  the  lights  of 
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such  a  concentration  of  intelligence  and  pertinent  facts,  he  would 
be  able  to  lay  before  the  world  the  meanderings  and  the  sinuosi- 
ties of  party  operations  and  demagogue  pretensions,  and  estab- 
lish to  the  clear  conviction  of  every  mind  the  secret  springs  of 
party  intolerance,  party  inconsistency,  party  devotion  to  self, 
glossed  over  with  a  sycophantic  exterior  towards  the  great  demo- 
cracy of  numbers — the  people — who  are  of  no  party  but  their 
country's — but  who  are  nevertheless  courted  and  humbugged  by 
all  party  leaders  in  order  to  win  the  glorious  plurality  over  to 
their  side — whether  in  advocating  to-day  the  political  landmarks 
which  the  same  leaders  would  demolish  to-morrow,  or  at  any 
subsequent  time,  to  proclaim  others  whenever  their  personal 
views  and  those  of  their  new  coalitions  shall  tempt  them  to  per- 
suade the  people  that  they  embrace  the  true  republican  creed- 
no  matter  how  often  they  have  been  abandoned  and  resumed, 
scoffed  at  and  new  burnished  alternately  by  the  demagogues  of 
every  party  to  suit  the  emergency  of  the  moment.  And  yet  the 
most  hypocritical  of  all  parties  are  those  who  gratuitously 
assume,  without  truth,  to  be  the  exclusive  7'epublicans,  and  the 
only  trust-worthy  guardians  of  the  people's  rights — who  eternally 
thunder  forth  the  most  wrathful  denunciations  against  divisions, 
or  rather  the  freedom  of  opinion  even  among  themselves,  and 
pledge  every  man  to  swim  or  sink  with  their  party  leader  right 
or  wrong — zany  or  knave — of  which  we  have  had  more  than 
sufficient  illustration  of  late  years,  in  the  party  advocacy  of  the 
pseudo- Jefferson,  and  afterwards  his  legatee  to  the  presidency, 
through  the  dickering  Jack-with-a-la7itcr?i  practices  of  the  former, 
and  the  professions  of  the  latter  to  follow  the  igyiis  fatuus  footsteps 
of  the  false  .Tefferson,  and  directly  at  variance  with  all  the  lead- 
ing Jeffersonian  doctrines,  on  whose  republican  fame  they  have 
foisted  themselves,  as  the  delusive  means  of  recommending 
themselves  to  the  people,  while  they  have  been  busily  engaged 
in  searching  out,  and  springing  leaks  in  the  weak  parts  of  your 
majestic  constitution. 

From  such  a  state  of  the  case,  it  is  obvious,  that  'Political 
Sketches  of  Eight  Years  in  Washington,'  drawn  up  with 
a  view  to  important  practical  deductions,  whether  they  contem- 
plate the  recently  past,  or  any  other  dynasty  of  your  nominally 
elective  government,  must  remount  far  beyond  the  designated 
period,  in  order  to  catch  the  connecting  clue,  which  gives  a 
character  to  the  whole  train  of  causation  designed  to  be  developed. 
Pursuing  such  a  course  with  a  discriminating  ej^e,  this  clue  will 
be  found  to  run  through  a  kindred  series  of  facts  and  circum- 
stances, modified  by  contingent  casualties  co-operating  on  the 
inherent  predispositions  of  your  system,  thus  constituting  a 
chain  of  reciprocal  causation — impressing  and  impressed — which 
tempt  the  cupidity  and  strengthen  the  purposes  of  ambitious 
actors,  who  would  fain  impart  their  peculiar  roll,  stamp  and 
heresy,  to  the  great  scheme  of  your  political  drama.     Drama! 
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you  exclaim  !  Yes,  and  I  pray  you  be  not  startled  at  the  term — 
for  drama,  indeed,  your  political  system  may  as  yet  truly  be 
called,  seeing  that  it  so  readily  yields  to  tlie  impress  of  the 
vapouring  political  heroes  of  a  day,  who  happen,  under  the 
favour  of  party  freak  or  wicked  design,  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
MANAGERS  of  a  secret  political  mechanism,  which,  by  the  magic 
arts  and  devices  of  the  prime  instigator,*  has  the  consummate 
art  of  'manufacturing  little  men  into  big  ones,'  to  strut  their 
brief  hour  on  the  stage,  and  laugh  to  scorn  the  mortified  pride  of 
superior  merit  and  patriotic  devotion  ostracized  by  the  artifices  of 
the  same  machinery,  whose  inner  workings  are  sedulously  con- 
cealed from  the  eyes  of  the  people — yourselves — whom  their 
great  end  is  to  cozen  and  deceive,  to  make  you  the  more  subser- 
vient accessaries  to  their  conspiracies  against  you  ! 

I  say,  isolated  facts  suggest  no  deductions.  But  kindred  inci- 
dents of  remote  date,  brought  in  juxta-position,  enable  us  to 
discern  the  secret  springs  that  have  set  them  in  motion,  whether 
actuated  by  the  spirit  of  revenge  for  disappointed  ambition,  by 
individual  speculations  for  future  aggrandizement,  or  by  natural 
influences  continuously  and  successively  governing  the  actions 
and  devices  of  all  wicked  men  similarly  circumstanced.  Fixing 
your  attention,  then,  upon  this  concatenation  of  insidious  causes, 
and  tracing  them  from  their  sources  to  their  results,  you  shall  find, 
that  certain  inherent  weaknesses  or  predispositions  to  a  dissolu- 
tion of  your  government,  discovered  by  the  sagacious  research 
of  wicked  men,  have  tempted  them  to  make  assaults  upon  it  in 
those  weak  parts,  for  their  temporary  or  permanent  advantage — 
notwithstanding  the  sanguine  and  eloquent  comments  upon  the 
checks  and  balances  of  the  constitution,  expressed  by  some  of 
your  eminent  statesmen,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,!  and  reite- 
rated on  sundry  occasions  since. 

*  Magic  arts  and  devices  of  the  prime  instigator. — See  hereafter  a 
detailed  account  of  these  dark  intrigues,  from  the  nomination  of  General  Jackson 
by  Aaron  Burr,  to  that  of  Martin  Van  Biiren  and  R.  M.  Johnson,  by  General 
Jackson. 

t  It  will  probably  be  instructive  to  the  reader,  to  have  the  checks  above  alluded 
to,  as  detailed  in  tlie  remarks  of  the  honourable  Mr.  Bowdoin,  in  the  Massachusetts 
convention,  laid  before  him  in  this  place.  The  contemplation  of  them  here,  may 
predispose  his  mind  to  appreciate  their  insufficiency  after  all,  when  their  defects 
come  to  be  pointed  out,  and  the  devices  by  which  they  have  been  evaded  be  fully 
exposed.  In  combatting  the  objections  made  to  one  of  the  most  important  powers 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  congress — that  of  taxation,  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce and  levying  imposts — the  want  of  which  in  the  old  articles  of  confederation, 
had  been  the  chief  cause  of  framing  a  new  constitution,  Mr.  Bowdoin,  remarked — 

'It  will  be,  and  has  been  said,  'this  great  power  may  be  abused ;  and  instead  of 
protecting,  may  be  employed  by  congress  in  oppressing  their  constituents.'  A  pos- 
sibility of  abuse,  as  it  may  be  affirmed  of  all  delegated  power,  whatever,  is,  by  itself, 
no  sufficient  reason  for  withholding  the  delegation.  If  it  were  a  sufficient  one,  no 
power  could  be  delegated ;  nor  could  government  of  any  sort  subsist.  The  possi- 
bility, however,  should  make  us  careful,  that  in  all  delegations  of  importance,  like 
the  one  contained  in  the  proposed  constitution,  there  should  be  such  checks  pro- 
vided, as  woyld  not  frustate  the  end  and  intention  of  delegating  the  power;  but 
would,  as  far  as  it  could  be  safely  done,  prevent  the  abuse  of  it:  and  such  checks 
are  provided  in  the  constitution.  8ome  of  them  were  mentioned  the  last  evening  by 
one  of  my  worthy  colleagues :  but  I  shall  here  exhibit  all  of  Viem  in  one  view. 
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The  EVIDENCES  of  these  weaknesses  and  of  tli«se  assaults 
upon  them,  are  deducible  from  a  train  of  incontrovertible  facts 

'The  two  capital  departments  of  government,  the  legislative  and  executive,  in 
which  the  delegated  power  resides — consisting  of  the  president,  vice-president, 
senate  and  representatives — are  directly,  and  by  their  respective  legislatures  and 
delegates,  chosen  by  the  people. 

'The  president,  and  also  the  vice-president,  when  acting  as  president,  before  they 
enter  on  the  execution  of  the  office,  shall  each  'solemnly  swear  or  affirm,  that  he 
will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the 
best  of  his  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.' 

'The  senators  and  representatives  before  mentioned,  and  the  members  of  the  seve- 
ral state  legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  states,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support 
this  constitution.' 

'The  president,  vice-president,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
removed  from  office,  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of  treason,  bribery,  or 
other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanours.' 

'No  senator  or  representative,  shall  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be 
appointed  to  any  civil  office — which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
whereof  shall  have  been  increased  during  such  time  ;  and  no  person  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his  conti- 
nuance in  office.' 

'No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States :  and  no  person  holding 
any  office  of  profit  and  trust  under  the  United  States,  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
the  congress,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title,  of  any  kind,  what- 
ever, from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state.' 

'The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  this  Union,  a  republican  form 
of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them,  against  invasion  and  domestic 
violence.' 

'To  these  great  checks  maybe  added  several  very  essential  ones:  as,  the  negative 
which  each  house  has  upon  the  acts  of  the  other — the  disapproving  [veto]  power  of 
the  president,  which  subjects  those  acts  to  a  final  negative,  unless  two-thirds  of  each 
house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  returned  acts,  notwithstanding  the  president's  objections — 
the  printing  tlie  journals  of  each  house,  containing  their  joint  and  respective  pro- 
ceedings— and  the  publishing  from  time  to  time,  a  regular  statement  and  account  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money,  none  of  which  shall  be  drawn 
fro  n  the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

'All  these  checks  aud  precautions,  provided  in  the  constitution,  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  prevent  an  abuse  of  power,  at  least  in  all  flagrant  instances,  even  if  congress 
should  consist  wholly  of  men  who  were  guided  by  no  other  principle  than  their  own 
interest.  Under  the  influence  of  such  checks,  this  would  compel  them  to  a  conduct, 
which  in  general,  would  answer  the  intention  of  the  constitution.  But  the  presump- 
tion is,  and  if  the  peojtle  duly  attend  to  the  objects  of  their  choice  it  would  be  real- 
ized— that  the  president  and  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  members 
of  congress  would  for  the  most  part  be  men,  not  only  of  ability,  but  of  a  good  moral 
character :  [!  ! !]  in  which  case  an  abuse  of  power  is  not  to  be  apprehended,  nor  any 
error  in  the  government,  than  such  as  every  human  institution  is  subject  to. 

'There  is  a  further  guard  against  the  abuse  of  poiver,  whicli  though  not  expressed, 
is  strongly  implied  in  the  federal  constitution,  and  indeed  in  the  constitution  of  every 
government  founded  on  the  principles  of  equal  liberty — and  that  is,  that  those  who 
make  the  laws,  and  particularly  laws  for  the  levying  of  taxes,  do,  in  common  with 
their  fellow-citizens,  fall  within  the  power  and  operation  of  those  laws. 

'As  then,  the  individuals  of  congress  will  all  share  in  the  burthens  they  impose, 
and  be  personally  affected  by  the  good  or  bad  laws  they  make  for  the  Union,  they 
will  be  under  the  strongest  motives  of  interest  to  lay  the  lightest  burthens  possible  ; 
and  to  make  the  best  laws,  or  such  laws  as  shall  not  unnecessarily  affect  either  the 
property  or  the  personal  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens.' 

In  its  proper  place,  hereafter,  the  reader  will  have  an  opportunity  of  contemplating 
the  loop  holes  and  crevices  of  the  constitution,  by  which  nearly  all  these  'checks  and 

Erecautions'  of  that  instrument  have  been  evaded,  notwithstanding  the  sanguine  and 
onourable  confidence  reposed  in  their  sufficiency,  by  the  high-toned  disinterested, 
ness  and  patriotism,  imputed,  upon  trust,  by  the  very  worthy  and  eloquent  Mr. 
Bowdoin,  to  the  officers  charged  upon  oath  with  their  observances. 
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extending  through  a  long  series  of  years,  but  multiplying  and 
assuming  bolder  defiance  as  time  advances  and  renders  them 
more  familiar  both  to  the  evil-doers  and  their  traduced  constitu- 
ents. And  when  these  evidences  shall  be  brought  together  in 
close  connection  hereafter,  divested  of  all  immaterial  circum- 
stance which  confound  the  picture — appalling,  indeed,  I  opine, 
will  be  the  lineaments  they  will  reveal  to  you,  in  the  grim  por- 
traiture of  an  executive  absolute,  threatening  with  iron  grasp,  to 
choke  down  and  trample  under  foot  all  the  co-ordinate  powers, 
checks,  and  responsibilities,  with  which  you  thought  and  believed 
he  ivas  only  destined  to  co-operate — sustaining  and  sustained,  in 
political  harmony  forever,  ministering,  with  singleness  of  pur- 
pose, to  the  general  good,  under  the  supreme  direction  of  a 
sovereign  popular  ivilll 

True,  it  is  rarely  in  the  power  of  a  single  effort  to  unravel  a 
perplexed  skein.  And  to  convince  the  sceptical,  the  incredulous, 
the  prejudiced,  that  I  have  hit  upon  the  chain  of  causation  which 
leads  to  the  primitive  sources  of  the  political  evils  that  charac- 
terize these  piping  times,  reeking  with  pollution,  will  require  a 
series  of  direct  proofs,  which  I  am  sanguine  will  be  found  in  the 
elaborate  details  of  the  following  pages.  Though  it  was  the 
pre-eminent  gift  of  an  Alexander  to  solve  a  gordian  knot  at  a 
blow,  the  keen  edge  of  whose  scimitar  and  the  hand  to  direct  it 
fall  not  to  the  lot  of  many — yet  it  belongs  to  the  indefatigable 
labourer  to  grope  his  way  by  a  slow  and  sometimes  a  surer  pro- 
cess, in  developing  the  arcana  of  moral  or  physical  influences  : 
and  when  the  chain  is  once  struck,  the  continuity  of  links  is 
easily  kept  in  view — just  as,  in  the  case  of  a  vein  of  subterra- 
neous treasure,  being  once  brought  to  light,  its  yield,  however 
reluctant  at  first,  is  inevitable  now — its  avails,  whether  conserva- 
tive or  destructive,  must  stand  forth  to  inspection,  and  abide  the 
estimate  of  man  in  subserving  his  personal  comforts  or  social 
relations.  Upon  the  same  principle  of  analogy,  I  have  persuaded 
myself  the  radical  defects  of  your  political  system  might  be 
traced  and  detected;  and  in  like  manner,  the  sublimated  cunning 
of  arch  intriguers  and  their  coadjutors  who  avail  themselves  of 
these  influences  and  temptations  to  advance  their  personal  ends, 
might  be  ferreted  out,  and  their  criminal  purposes  exposed  and 
punished  by  the  retributive  impeachment  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple. It  remains,  however,  to  be  adjudged,  whether  I  have  after 
a  laborious  investigation,  thrown  some  light  on  these  topics  in 
the  following  pages. 

I  have  at  least  satisfied  my  mind,  that  there  are  five  capital 
inherent  defects  in  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  a  course  of 
accurate  observation  and  close  scrutiny  of  connecting  circumstan- 
ces and  facts  will  render  apparent  to  all :  1st,  that  there  is  too 
great  an  extension  as  to  qualification  of  voters,  too  great  a 
restriction  as  to  the  number  of  officers  eligible  by  the  people  or 
their  immediate  representatives,  and  an  insufficieyit  protection  of 
the  elective  franchise :  2d,  that  there  is  too  great  a  portion  of  the 
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elective  power  thus  taken  from  the  people,  concentrated  in  the 
appointitig  power  called  executive  patronage:  3rd,  that  there  is 
a  corrupting  eligibility  of  sundry  officers  of  government,  to  exe- 
cutive appointments  and  promotions,  during  their  other  tenia 
of  service  :  4th,  that  the  anomaly  of  vesting  the  important  judicial 
power  of  trying  impeachments,  in  a  legislative,  instead  of  a 
judicial  branch  of  the  government,  is  totally  and  radically  wrong ^ 
being  inoperative  in  practice,  except  as  an  engine  of  partial 
oppression  on  the  one  hand,  or  a  party  exemption  from  official 
responsibility  on  the  other:  5th,  that  the  incipient  and  final  legis- 
lation vested  in  the  president,  by  the  power  to  recommend 
measures  to  congress,  and  the  power  to  veto  their  laws  or  bills, 
leave  but  little  discretion  in  congress  to  originate  measures  of 
legislation,  or  to  enact  laws,  without  encountering  the  interference 
of  the  president — though  these  constitute  the  avowed  and  proper 
functions  of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government,  which  is 
also  declared  to  be  independent  of  the  Executive. 

These  five  radical  defects,  though  weaknesses  in  fact,  are  never- 
theless potent  agents  of  self-destruction  in  the  system  they' afflict, 
by  aid  of  the  corresponding  human  frailty  of  sinister  temptations 
to  make  assaults  upon  them :  and,  as  in  all  analogous  matters, 
after  the  first  breach  is  effected  by  reiterated  blows,  they  advance 
in  their  dilapidating  tendencies  with  geometrical  progression, 
until  they  consummate  the  work  of  destruction,  by  the  diversified 
auxiliary  processes  of  official  chicanery  and  fraudulent  pretences 
to  be  hereafter  detailed.  But  it  cannot  be  too  early  remarked,  in 
relation  to  the  incipie?it  an.d  Jinal  legislation  of  the  president, 
whether  separately  or  jointly  considered,  that  they  are  suscep- 
tible of  being  made  instrumental  to  the  achievement  of  the 
greatest  possible  mischiefs  to  the  country.  They  obviously  are 
the  most  monarchical  features  of  your  system,  and  will  probably 
'ere  long  render  it  a  monarchy  in  fact;  if  that  be  not  already 
accomplished  by  the  re-union  of  the  removing,  and  the  appoint- 
ing powers  with  the  usurpations  above  mentioned,  as  they  are 
now  practised.  Indeed,  I  should  pronounce  your  government  to 
be  already  a  monarchy  of  the  most  odious  cast,  elective  in  all  its 
branches  at  the  monarch's  own  will — far  more  odious  than  the 
British  monarchy,  whose  laws  at  least  forbid  the  king's  officers 
to  interfere  in  the  elective*  franchise,  the  purity  or  freedom  of 

*  In  England  the  freedom  of  elections  is  secured  against  the  influence  of  the  crown 
and  its  dependents,  by  statutory  provision  in  severe  penalties,  as  follows : 

'No  Collector,  Supervisor,  or  other  person  employed  in  the  collect- 
ing OR  MANAGING  OF  THE  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE,  shall  by  word,  message,  writing,  or  " 
in  any  other  manner,  endeavour  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade  him  from 
giving  his  vote,  for  the  choice  of  any  knight  of  the  shire,  citizen  or  burgess  ;  and  any 
person  offending  therein,  shall  forfeit  £100,  one  moiety  to  the  informer,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  that  shall  sue 
for  the  same  in  any  of  their  majesty's  courts  at  Westminster; — and  every  person 
convicted  on  any  such  suit  shall  become  disabled  of  bearing  any  office  relative  to  the 
duty  of  exoise,  or  any  other  place  of  trust  under  their  majesties.' 

This  law  is  but  an  evidence  that  the  evil  has  existed  in  England, — and  the  fact  of 
its  existence  here,  may  be  the  forerunner  of  its  correction. 
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which  alone,  can  guarantee  a  popular  sovereignty.  And  may  I 
ask  you  to  ponder  with  yourselves,  why  should  these  things  be — 
aye,  why  should  their  reform  be  not  looked  after? — but  suffice  it 
for  the  present  to  enliven  your  interest  to  this  subject  in  advance 
of  the  future  discussion  I  purpose  to  give  it,  by  suggesting  here 
that  as  to  any  benefit  the  country  might  expect  to  derive  from 
such  a  vestment  of  power,  the  president  can  never  embrace  in 
his  individual  knowledge  or  intellectual  cunning,  more  profound 
views  upon  all  the  subjects  of  legislation,  than  the  members  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress  united;  aided  too  as  they  are  by  the 
free  discussion  of  the  nation  at  large,  and  by  the  special  instruc- 
tions of  their  respective  constituents  and  state  legislatures.  On 
the  contrary,  taken  up  as  he  may  be  at  the  hap-hazard  of  a  com- 
promise between  contesting  parties  and  party  divisions  as  the 
most  available  candidate  for  the  presidency,  or  as  he  has  in  fact 
once  been  by  the  arrogant  wilfulness  of  a  popular  predecessor, 
his  superiors  will  on  such  occasions,  and  probably  will  under  all 
circumstances,  be  found  in  considerable  numbers  in  both  houses 
of  congress,  on  every  particular  subject  that  his  report  of  the 
state  of  the  union  may  bring  before  them;  while  the  advantages 
of  their  joint  deliberation,  the  public  discussions,  and  the  instruc- 
tions of  their  constituency,  must  give  them  further  advantages 
over  him — which  an  obstinate  monarchical  wilfulness,  pride  of 
opinion,  and  hauteur  of  office,  would  embolden  him  to  disregard 
and  set  at  naught.  Why  then  would  it  not  be  better  to  restrict 
him  in  this  regard,  to  the  duty  of  laying  before  congress  from 
time  to  time,  information  of  the  state  of  the  union,  and  leave  it 
to  them  to  devise  the  proper  measures,  by  individual  sugges- 
tions or  by  those  of  their  respective  committees.  The  president 
would  then  have  no  pretext  of  false  pride  to  stimulate  him  to 
sustain  totis  viribis  his  proposed  measures  of  ambition  or  folly, 
by  wielding  his  patronage  by  proffers  and  threats;  nay,  by 
denouncing  his  veto  beforehand  against  any  measures  that 
might  be  proposed  as  substitutes  for  his.  Or  are  you  under  the 
infatuation,  to  believe  that  the  mere  selection  of  the  most  middling 
talents  that  compose  the  great  galaxy  of  your  public  men,  endows 
the  lucky  individual  with  an  instantaneous  superiority  over  all 
others,  his  former  superiors,  as  if  by  the  power  of  magical 
enchantment,  to  take  date  from  the  imposing  ceremonial  of 
administering  the  oath  of  office  by  the  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  presence  of  the  congregated  people  gaping  at  the 
rituals  of  an  APOTHEOSIS.' 

In  the  meantime  it  will  strike  all  reflecting  minds  with  some 
astonishment,  when  they  ponder  upon  and  realize  the  tardiness 
with  which  a  series  of  years  enables  us  to  regard  in  a  proper 
light,  subjects  on  which  we  daily  converse  and  familiarize  to  but 
little  purpose^  till  the  gradual  operations  of  time  impart  to  us  the 
gift  somewhat  oi clairvoyance  or  'second  sight.' 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
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considered  its  provisions  in  the  cases  above  referred  to,  were  as 
well  adjusted  as  any  other  parts  of  that  instrument.  It  is  at 
least  certain  that  the  three  sages,  Madison,  Hamilton,  and  Jay, 
(who  performed  such  distinguished  parts  in  its  construction,  and 
in  their  commentaries  upon  it,  under  the  signature  of  Publius, 
commonly  called  the  Federalist.)  did  especially  regard  the  itn- 
peachin^  poice.r  therein  provided,  as  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  effectual  checks  that  could  be  devised,  to  obviate  or  punish 
the  abuses,  and  stay  the  aggressions  of  official,  power.  But 
as  experience  is  destined  to  make  its  infallible  commentaries  on 
the  speculations  and  errors  of  the  wisest  heads — it  has,  in  this 
case,  done  so,  with  the  most  signal  proofs  of  the  fallibility  of 
human  wisdom. 

I  say,  the  elective  franchise,  from  its  insufficient  protection, 
has  gradually  lapsed  into  the  hands  of  the  President — and  he  lias 
wielded  it  with  a  vengeance  that  threatens  to  sweep  all  before 
him — of  which,  see  the  proofs  hereafter.  The  power  of  making 
appointments  and  removals,  is  also,  by  the  courtesy  and  tolera- 
tion of  both  houses  of  Congress,  actuated  either  by  good  inten- 
tions, or  by  the  occult  magic  of  official  eligibility  of  their  indivi- 
dual members,  through  favour  of  the  chief  magistrate,  monopo- 
lized in  practice  by  the  President,  as  the  instrument  of  rewards 
and  punishments,  to  be  infiicied  like  a  rod  of  iron  on  the  refrac- 
tory, or  kindly  bestowed  with  smiles  and  caresses  on  the  pliant 
partisan  or  recreant  tiine-server  at  political  summersets  ;  while 
the  power  of  impeachment  is  equally  in  the  clutch  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  can  hereafter  be  made  more  particularly  to  appear — to 
be  let  loose  upon  his  political  opponents,  or  to  be  stifled  and  put 
under  foot,  when  his  own  case,  or  that  of  an  official  favourite  is 
likely  to  be  brought  in  question.  Thus  does  this  complicated 
engine  of  executive  power  and  usurpation,  worked  and  wielded  by 
the  autocratic  will  of  one  man,  operate  by  its  reciprocating  levers 
of  ihe  removing  and  appointing^  powers  upon  ihe  fears  of  forty 
thousand  oftice-holders,*  and  the  cupiditi/ oi  ten- fold  that  number 

*  Fears  of  office-holders  axd  cupiditv  of  expectants  of  office. — 
This  shocking  picture  is  fully  confirmed  by  their  own  avowals,  as  well  as  by  their 
daily  practice.  Take  for  example,  the  following  precious  confession  by  their 
able  partisan  leader,  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  expressed  in  a  speech  in 
the  Senate,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  viz  : — 'When  a  man  is  once  appoint- 
ed to  office,  all  the  selfish  passions  of  his  nature  are  enlisted  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taining it.  The  office-holders  are  the  enlisted  soldiers  of  that  administration 
by  which  they  are  sustained.  Their  comfortable  existence  often  depends  upon  the 
re-election  of  their  patron.  Nor  does  disappointment  long  rankle  in  the  hearts  of  the 
disappointed.  Hope  is  still  left  to  them  ;  and  bearing  disappointment  with  patience, 
they  know,  will  present  a  new  claim  to  office  at  a  future  time!'  Now  if  the  above 
statement  were  not  true  in  the  entire  extent  of  the  'official  domain'  before,  such  an 
electioneering  announcement  as  this,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  is  sufficiently  cal- 
culated to  make  it  so.  By  the  following  extracts,  the  reader  may  see  how  the  above 
proclamation  has  been  responded  to  dunnc:  the  recent  election  campaign,  viz  : 

'Some  of  the  subordinates  of  the  New  York  custom-house  being  suspected  either 
of  party  unfaithfulness,  or  a  lack  of  zeal  in  the  cause  of  their  masters,  at  the   ap- 
proaching election,  the  idministration  paper  there,  has  thought  proper  to  sharpen 
their  allegiance,  by  addressing  to  them  the  following  admonitory  hint :' 
6 
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of  expectants  of  office,  dispersed  throughout  the  country,  and  in 
the  two  wings  of  the  capitol,  influencing  and  buying  up  the  free- 
dom of  elections  and  the  freedom  of  legislation.,  and  awing  into 
quiescence  the  power  of  impeadtment — all  for  the  want  of  a 
reciprocal  restraint  d^nd  protection  of  eacli  of  the  parts  of  this  ma- 
chinery, to  hold  in  CHECK  their  reciprocal /aciVzVies /or  ezjz7,  or 
the  "withdrawal  of  tlie  powers  of  incipient  and  final  legislation. 
Nay,  the  simple  i?ieligil)iliti/  of  the  president  to  a  second  election, 
would  alone,  go  far  to  neutralize  the  evil  consequences  that  olher- 
A^ise  are  liable  to  flow  from  all  these  enumerated  defects. 

But  how  remote  it  has  ever  been  from  my  mind,  till  recently, 
to  form  what  I  now  conceive  to  be  the  proper  and  just  estimate 
of  these  defective  provisions  of  our  Constitution  may  be  made 
apparent  in  a  few  words.  I  had  ever  been  from  early  life,  and 
of  course  without  reflection,  until  the  transactions  of  a  few  years 
past  have  stimulated  me  to  political  inquiry  and  investigation — 
an  ardent  partisan  of  the  republican  school,  and  scofiuig  ai  fede- 
ralists, without  taking  the  pains  to  understand  or  appreciate  the 
injustice  of  the  distinction.     Nay,  such  was  my  entire  devotions 

'We  would  just  remark  to  those  gentlemen,  that  a  vigilant  eye  is  upon  them,  and 
that  their  proceedings  on  the  three  days  of  November  next,  (election  days,)  will  not 
escape  scrutiny.' 

'This  is  a  specimen  of  the  freedom  of  opinion  allowed  under  a  republican  govern- 
ment— republican  at  least  in  its  forms — and  under  an  administration,  professing  to 
be  Democratic. — Nat.  Int. 

It  appears  that  the  said  hint  did  not  fail  to  produce  the  corresponding  official 
arrangement,  as  per  the  subjoined  notice. 

'New  York,  September  17,  18.38. —  Tlie  officers  of  the  Revenue  Department,  residing 
in  the  Fifth  Ward,  are  requested  to  meet  at  Riley's  Hotel,  Tuesday,  25th  September,  ai 
half  past  seven  o'clock.    By  order,  (Signed) 

IcHABor  Pkall,  Chairman.' 

'Above  we  have  a  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  our  custom-house,  in  order  to 
interfere  with  the  coming  elections,  and  the  apathy  of  our  citizens  in  regard  to  such 
proceedings,  is  calculated  to  alarm  every  friend  of  the  republic' — Evening  Star. 

Mark  another  extract,  showing  the  fruits  of  the  arrangement. 

'New  York,  October  27,  1S3S. — *  *  *  I  know  a  case  where  one  of  the  'demo- 
cratic family'  of  office-holders,  put  a  five  dollar  bill  into  the  hands  of  a  large  number 
of  German  working-men,  to  induce  them  to  vote  the  loco  foco  ticket.  A  five  dollar 
BILL  TO  each  voter!' — Ncw  York  Correspondent. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  will  state  in  brief,  that  the  returning  officers  and  judges 
of  elections,  friendly  to  the  administration,  have  been  publicly  accused  upon  ample 
testimony,  of  making  false  returns,  and  of  otherwise  sliowing  foul  play  in  the  late 
elections  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland.  And  doubtless,  the  same 
practices  exist  elsewhere,  under  the  same  vicious  patronage  announced  by  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan. 

The  following  remarks  of  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  on  the  result  of 
the  New  Jersey  elections,  show  the  complacency  with  wliich  that  gentleman  has 
been  used  to  view  the  abuses  of  party  power  in  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, while  that  power  was  wont  to  be  in  the  possession  of  his  own  men.  The 
prospect  of  its  departure  has  put  Mr.  R.  completely  beside  himself;  and  while  in 
the  fitful  paroxysm,  his  honest  sentiments  are  disclosed.  In  his  phrenzy  he  exclaims 
thus  wise — 'Have  the  Whig  party  become  desperate  ?  Are  they  determined  at  all 
EVENTS  TO  seize  THE  REINS — to  Carry  a  SPEAKER  for  the  next  Congress — and  he 
to  shape  out  the  whole  Standing  Committees  of  the  House,  lor  the  benefit  of  the 
Wliigs."  8tc.  he— Enquirer,  November  6ih,  183S. 
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to  what  I  understood  to  be  the  orthodox  Jeffersoniaii  rcpubHcan 
doctrines,  that  when  Mr.  Jefferson  himself,  first  declared  in  his 
inaugural  address  in  ISOl,  that  'we  are  all  federalists,  we  are  all 
republicans,'  I  felt  great  dilHculty  in  reconciling  that  amalgama- 
ting remark,  with  my  pre-conceived,  but  unenlightened  party- 
repugnances.  I  had  been  taught  by  political  commentaries, 
party  strifes,  and  snatches  of  American  revolutionary  and  British 
history,  to  regard  the  federalists  as  aristocrats — aristocrats  as 
inonarchists — and  monarchists  as  demons  incarnate,  devoid  of 
conscience,  and  with  capacious  stomachs  that  would  devour  the 
people  and  all  their  substance,  as  their  absolute  right  'by  the 
grace  of  God.'  And  I  dare  venture  to  add,  that  most  of  the  mat- 
ter-of-course republican  party,  joar  excellence,  who  have  not  scru- 
tinized this  subject  more  philosophically  than  I  suppose  they 
have  had  it  in  their  power  to  do,  have  entertained  towards  fede- 
ralists, pretty  nearly  ihe  same  party  prejudices  and  intolerance 
with  myself  For  awhile,  I  doubted  whether  Mr.  Jefterson  had 
not  abandoned  his  most  distinguishing  political  land-marks,  or, 
in  some  degree  substituted  for  their  right-lined  directness,  a  me- 
andering course,  sometimes  familiarly  illustrated  by  the  homely 
figure  of  'a  Vu'ginia  worm  fence.'  However  that  may  be,  the 
fact  of  tergiversation  in  his  professed  imitator,  whether  it 
applies  to  Mr.  Jefferson  or  not,  has  been  happily  illustrated  on  a 
very  opportune  occasion,  by  that  quaint  genius  and  much  regret- 
ted republican  enthusiast,  David  Crockett,  when  he  declared 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  vindicating  his 
own  political  consistency — 'that  he  had  not  left  general  Jackson, 
but  that  general  Jackson  had  left  him  ;  that  he  was  still  a  good 
Jackson  man,  but  that  general  Jackson  was  no  longer  a  Jackson 
man  !' 

It  is  perhaps  fortunate  for  the  good  opinion  universally  enter- 
tained for  Mr.  Jefferson's  moral  and  political  integrity,  that  the 
public  generally,  did  not  then  know  the  important  fact,  that  this 
amalgamating  expression,  as  I  then  considered  it,  though  a  most 
noble  and  magnanimous  American  sentiment  worthy  of  a  true 
patriot,  was  the  fruition  of  a  compromise  between  the  leading 
republicans  and  federalists  of  that  day,  which  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Jefferson  over  Aaron  Burr,  who,  like  an  intole- 
rant partisan,  obstinately  held  himself  aloof  and  inaccessible  to 
the  proffers  of  tliat  compromise — afterwards  so  handsomely  incor- 
porated and  recognized  as  above  stated,  in  Mr.  Jefterson's  inau- 
gural address,  though,  prudently,  without  adverting  to  the  trans- 
action itself  which  gave  it  birth.  Had  Mr.  Jefferson  made  that 
explanation,  in  all  probability,  his  name  would  have  been  stig- 
matised and  consigned  to  eternal  infamy  by  his  own  foster  '■re- 
publican party  P  intolerant  as  it  was  of  those  patriotic  advocates 
of  the  UNION,  whom  it  sneered  at  as  federalists,  and  exclusive  as 
it  was  in  its  claims  to  patriotism,  and  ever  has  been  since — ^as  if 
we  were  not  all  the  rightful  co-inheritors  of  our  common  country, 
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with  its  civil,  political,  and  religions  privileges — or  rather  as  if 
that  party  who  strove  so  hard  to  defeat  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, wonid  never  forgive  the  patriotic  federalists  for  their 
success  in  advocating,  and  securing  its  adoption :  no,  not  even 
row,  while  they,  by  disingenuous  artifice,  fraud  and  cunning, 
liave  seized  upon  and  enjoyed,  ever  since,  the  patronage  of  that 
union  they  so  ardently  pnt  forth  their  strength  to  defeat,  will  they 
cease  their  partij  intolerance,  though  their  boasted  patron  admo- 
nished them  in  the  same  inaugural  address,  'to  reflect,  that  ha- 
'ving  banished  from  our  land  that  reUffiovs  intolerance  under 
which  mankind  so  long  bled  and  suffered,  we  have  gained  but 
Jittle,  if  we  countenance  a  political  intolerance — as  despo- 
tic, as  wicked,  and  capable  of  as  bitter  and  bloody  persecution  !' 
But  as  good  fortune  would  have  it,  the  terms  of  tiiis  compro- 
mise were  kept  secret  from  the  public  at  large,  and  his  party 
in  particular,  until  a  crisis  has  arrived,  when  the  palpable  ter- 
giversations of  that  party,  infuriated  and  driven  to  madness  by 
their  own  abuse  of  the  long  misplaced  confidence  of  the  people, 
are  rapidly  furnishing  the  world  with  materials  from  all  quarters, 
to  teach  inquiring  minds  how  utterly  vain  it  is  to  look  for  patriot- 
ism and  good  faith  in  party  intolerance,  even  in  adhering  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  a  solemn  compromise,  equivalent  to 
llie  political  compromise  which  gave  birth  to  the  constitution 
itself,  unless  tliat  good  faith  and  patriotism  be  guarantied  and 
enforced  by  the  controlling  supervision  of  tlie  people — and  de- 
monstrate in  conclusion,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  yet  a  more  pro- 
found philosopher  than  he  had  the  credit  to  be,  nay,  infinitely 
more  astute  in  the  casuistry  of  politicians,  than  the  great  body 
of  the  self-styled  republican  jxirty,  in  thus  tendering  the  autho- 
rity of  his  avowal  and  acknowledgment,  from  which  there  is 
no  appeal,  that  the  fundamental  principles  of  national  republican 
or  federal  policy  set  forth  in  that  comp7'om.ise ,*  had  already  re- 
ceived the  stamp  of  enlightened  construction,  affirmed  by  prac- 
tice,  confirmed  by  precedent,  and  sanctioned  and  approved  by 
public  opinion  and  acquiescence. 

For  myself,  at  least,  I  am  free  to  say,  that  with  such  reflec- 
tions as  I  deem  it  my  good  fortune  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to 
make,  from  the  train  of  political  incidents  which  have  been  tran- 
spiring and  bursting  forth  to  the  light  of  day,  both  of  old   and 

*  This  abstract  may  be  relied  on  as  correct,  according  to  tlie  statement  of  actors 
in  that  memorable  contest:  After  several  days  of  inetiectuaj  balloting,  the  federal- 
ists having  received  assurances  from  a  source  on  which  they  could  place  reliance, 
that  their  wishes  in  regard  to  certain  points  of  federal  policy  would  be  observed,  in 
case  Mr.  Jetlerson  was  elected,  the  opposition  of  Vermont,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  South  Carolina,  was  withdiawn,  and  on  the  thirty-sixth  ballot,  Mr.  Jellerson 
was  elected;  Mr.  Jeiferson  having  authorized  a  friend  to  compromise  with  the  fede- 
railists  for  these  points  of  federal  policy— First,  the  support  of  the  funding  or  credit 
system  :  Secondly,  the  maintenance  of  the  naval  system,  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce and  national  defence  :  Thirdly,  a  guaranty  against  the  spoils  system,  that  is, 
thut  public  officers  should  not  be  removed  on  the  ground  of  their  political  opinions. 
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recent  date,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  tliat  Mr.  Jefferson,  in 
[lis  heart,  and  with  the  sanction  of  his  dehberate  judgment,  set 
less  value  on  party  distinctions  and  party  exclusiveness,  than  he 
was  supposed  to  have  done — seeing,  as  he  evidently  did,  that 
they  districted  the  country  with  intestine  feuds,  and  diverted  her 
energies  from  the  proper  objects  of  national  prosperity  and  thrift, 
to  contentions  and  rivalry  for  government  patrotiri'^e  and  spoila- 
timts  on  the  public  treasure,  under  the  hypocritical  disguise  of  a 
'holy  war  for  principles  ;'*  principles  which  have  since  been 
interchangeably  advocated   by  every  party  in  its  turn,  showing 

*  The  ter:;iversations  of  this  intolerant  party,  whicli  is  continually  proclaiming 
war  of  extermination  to  its  opponents,  bccar.se  they  do  not  concede  them  all  the 
patriotism,  and  the  undisturbed  monopoly  of  the  p;ovcrninent,  has  been  most  happily 
delineated  recently,  by  a  choice  wit  in  the  Charlottesville  Advocate.  The  effusion 
professes  to  be  '«  special  deposite'  in  the  box  at  the  window  of  the  Advocate,  for 
the  reception  of  small  favours.  It  is  a  burst  of  drollery,  in  the  semi-dolorous,  semi- 
Judicrous  strain,  as  if  from  one  of  the  'enlisted  soldiers,'  while  under  drill — address- 
ed to  the  chief  flugelman,  whose  shiftings,  turnings,  and  flourishing  evolutions  had 
made  him  so  giddy  in  his  steadfast  eliorts  to  imitate  them,  that  he  hardly  knew 
whether  he  was  standing  on  his  head  or  his  heels.  Taking  it  all  in  all,  I  find  it  so  apt 
to  the  reflections  that  have  been  forced  on  my  mind  by  the  incessant  clangor  of 
arms,  and  preparations  for  war  in  the  same  quarter,  that  I  felicitate  myself  in  the 
opportunity  to  give  it  honorary  place  here,  in  advance  of  what  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  say  hereafter,  on  the  subject  of  party  politics  and  the  monarchial  tendency  of  party 
discipline  in  this  country.  In  the  meantime,  I  commend  to  the  reflection  of  the 
reader,  the  picture  from  'long  and  hungry.' 

'Long  and  Hungry,  September  25ih,  1838. 

'Mr.  Ritchie  :  Dear  Sir : — I  wish  you  to  do  me  one  favour,  which,  under  pre- 
.sent  circumstances,  I  will  never  forget,  and  I  hope  you  will,  at  your  earliest  conve- 
nience, attend  to  my  case.  I  want  to  know  where  I  am,  and  what  I  am  ;  whether 
I  am  a  democrat,  or  a  republican,  or  a  democratic-republican,  or  a  federalist,  or  a 
nullifier,  or  a  conservative,  or  a  whic:;  whether  I  go  for  a  bank,  or  for  the  banks, 
against  a  bank  or  against  the  banks,  for  hard  money  or  against  hard  money,  for  the 
President  or  against  the  President;  and  whether  I  must  abuse  General  Jackson, 
or  JNlr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Calhoun,  or  Mr.  Clay,  or  General  Harrison;  whether  in 
fact,  I  am  on  my  head  or  my  heels,  in  the  party  or  out  of  the  party  ?  I  have  conclu- 
ded, in  my  own  mind,  that  I  am  something  of  a  special  deposite  just  now,  sorter  so 
and  sorter  not  so,  and  I  want  to  know  whether  I  had  best  keep  dark  a  while  longer 
or  come  out? 

'There  is  another  subject  about  which  I  want  your  advice  :  Had  I  better  stop  the 
Globe  or  the  Madisonian,  for  it  does  seem  to  me  too  hard  to  expect  a  plain  man, 
without  much  learning  to  stick  to  both  sides  of  every  question  ?  I  have  stuck  to  the 
Enquirer  through  thick  and  thin,  and  I  don't  mean  to  mind  the  hard  things  they  say 
about  you  now,  and  to  hold  on  as  long  as  there  is  a  pea  in  the  dish — only  I  lilce  to 
show  my  colours  sometimes.  I  went  with  you  for  the  gun-boats,  and  against  them, 
under  Jefferson,  and  for  the  war,  and  against  the  gun-boats,  under  Madison.  I  fol- 
lowed you  and  Jefferson  against  the  bank,  ditto  to  you  and  Madison  when  he  went 
for  the  bank.  I  read  your  paper  and  supported  "Monroe  when  you  and  he  went 
against  Jackson,  and  I  turned  against  .\dams.  tooth  and  toe-nail,  arid  went  for  Jack- 
son when  you  did  the  like.  I  loaded  my  fowling  piece  when  they  began  to  talk 
about  light  hou.ses  in  the  skies  I  went  for  the  proclamation,  and  against  the  pro- 
clamation in  spots,  and,  after  that,  I  resolved  not  to  split  the  party  for  any  thing,  and 
swallowed  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  protest,  the  black  lines,  and  last,  tlwugh 
not  least,  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Col.  Dick  Johnson.  But  I  confess  I'm  bothered  now. 
I  want  light,  and  would  like  to  know,  when  it  is  convenient,  whether  I  must  now 
go  for  principles  without  men,  or  men  without  principles  ? 

I  remain  yours  until  death,  NOUS   VERRONS.' 

The  venerable  editor  of  the  Enquirer,  who  seems  to  crave  the  estimation  of  being 
a  Frenchman  from  his  constant  use  of  the  phrase  novs  verrons  at  the  end  of  every 
hing  he  says,  has  felt  so  .sorely  the  barbed  hits  of  his  fellow-countryman,  name-sake. 
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in  fact,  that  they  are  exclusively  distinctive  of  no  parly,  but  are 
the  common  property  of  the  whole  nation,  and  of  all  mankind, 
as  their  adoption  and  practice  may  be  disseminated  and  found  to 
promote  the  ends  of  the  general  welfare. 

I  have,  therefore,  with  mixed  indignation,  humility  and  remorse, 
struck  down  Xho.  bloody  flag  of  party  i?itolerance,  v/hich,  under 
the  infatuations  of  party  blindness,  enthusiasm,  and  ignorance,  I 
thought  it  so  honourable  to  bear,  and  I  now  freely  proclaim 
through  these  pages,  the  white  fi^ag  of  peace  and  good 
WILL  unto  all  honest  MEN,  with  the  motto  of  'my  country, 
my  whole  country,  and  nothing  that  is  inimical  to  the  interests 
and  the  honour  of  ray  country.' 

Thus  too,  has  the  same  course  of  observation,  which  has 
brought  me  to  these  conclusions,  afforded  me  an  insight  of  those 
radical  defects  of  your  political  system  above  mentioned,  and 
enabled  me,  from  a  train  of  incontrovertible  and  stubborn  facts, 
extending  through  a  long  series  of  years,  but  multiplying  and 
assuming  bolder  defiance  as  time  advances,  and  renders  them 
more  familiar — to  discover  that  in  yielding  to  the  malign  tempta- 
tions of  those  defects,  your  public  agents  and  representatives 
have  not  only  violated  nearly  all  the  fundamental  principles 
recited  in  the  declaration  of  independence,  and  in  the  bill  of  rights 

and  pattern  from  the  meridian  of  'Long  and  Hungry,'  that  he  has  endeavoured  to 
extract  a  few  of  the  deepest  fangs,  and  has  requested  the  universal  corps  of  his 
colleagues  to  assist  him  in  the  etiort.  In  the  poor  opinion  of  my  chirurgical  skill 
however,  it  will  only  serve  to  fester  and  rankle  them  the  deeper.  But  it  would  be  hard 
to  deny  him  the  benefit  of  his  own  great  experience  and  practice  in  these  matters 
of  forlorn  hope.  With  every  disposition,  therefore,  to  attbrd  him  the  relief  of  his 
own  suggestions,  I  too  shall  manipulate,  with  all  the  delicacy  of  touch  possible,  the 
points  he  most  complains  of.  But,  in  the  words  of  another  very  intelligent  profes- 
sor, 'if  the  veteran  editor  flatters  himself  that  it  will  furnish  any  justification  of  his 
recent  inconsistencies,  or  any  refutation  of  the  well  directed  irony  of  7ious  verrons, 
he  enjoys  a  larger  stock  of  self-complacency  than  I  had  given  him  credit  for.  It  is 
about  on  a  par  with  Darby's  explanation  of  the  challenge  of  Monsieur  Bagatelle.' 
The  editor  of  the  Enquirer  denies  that  he  ever  'went  for'  the  gunboats,  instead 
of  the  navy,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  national  defence,  while  he  was 
devoting  his  whole  strength  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Jefierson's  administration  : — that 
he  ever  'went  for'  the  bank,  as  a  conceded  and  settled  policy  of  the  country,  while 
he  was  giving  equally  vigorous  support  to  Mr.  Madison's  administration  : — and  de- 
clares that  he  never  'went  for'  the  whole  proclamation  of  General  Jackson  against 
state  rights,  while  he  Vk-as  supporting  with  all  his  might  the  prescriptive  claims  of 
party,  in  his  person,  right  or  wrong ;  but  that  he  pointed  out  the  passages  that  re- 
quired explanation,  whicli  were  afterwards  explained  accordingly,  by  the  then  keeper 
of  General  Jackson's  conscience,  tlie  immaculate  Globe  ! — that  he  'protested  against 
General's  Jackson's  Pkotest  !'  and  yet  protested  against  the  people's  protest  against 
General  Jackson  !  And  so  will  he  at  a  future  time  declare  that  he  protested  against 
the  establishment  of  that  tremendous  scheme  of  executive  power,  the  sub-Treasury, 
while  he  was  chanting  fulsome  praises  and  flattery  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  'gentle  man- 
ners' throughout  an  entire  summer's  electioneering  campaign  in  Virginia,  from  the 
very  sea-board  to  her  far  western  limits!  A  fig  for  such  a  consistency  as  blowing 
hot  and  cold  with  the  same  breath.  If  it  will  always  continue  to  avail  his  ends 
of  party  proscriptiveness  in  Virginia,  there  are  more  than  myself  who  will  be  mis- 
taken and  grieved  at  the  success  of  the  artifice.  I'he  sum  of  it  all  is,  however, 
that  Mr.  R.  had  rather  his  country  should  sink  into  irredeemable  perdition  at  the 
bungling  hands  of  his  beloved  party,  than  be  saved  by  the  superior  skill  of  his  re- 
puted enemies — so  stigmatized  without  trutii! 
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of  the  state  constitutions,  with  the  important  metes  and  bounds 
of  the  federal  compact,  but  they  have  committed  infractions  of  the 
most  profligate  and  outrageous  character  upon  every  one  of  the 
ten  commandments  of  the  holy  writ,  have  set  at  naught  all  tlie 
moral  precepts  of  the  sage  jEsop,  that  are  in  any  manner  appli- 
cable to  their  spheres  of  official  action,  directly  or  contingently; 
and  have  left  the  laws  and  the  prophets,  tiie  sages,  the  statesn:ien, 
and  the  patriots,  to  bow  with  degraded  humility  before  the  auda- 
cious presumption  of  licentious  power,  until  you,  the  sovereign 
people,  who  are  the  legitimate  source  of  all  political  power,  shall 
reclaim  your  abused  trusts,  and  reinstate  a  proper  regard  for  moral 
observances,  the  laws,  and  the  constitution. 

In  conclusion — I  would  gladly  now  give  you  a  brief  sketch  of 
the  party  prepossessions  and  intolerant  prejudices  whicli  operated 
on  my  mind,  in  drawing  me  insensibly  from  my  professional 
pursuits  into  the  political  arena,  to  advocate  what  /  mistook 
'Jacksonian-republicanism'  to  ie,  in  lS2G-'27;  and  a  like  sketch 
of  the  signal  incidents  which  during  several  years  of  that  political 
hallucination,  gradually  ameliorated  and  finally  dispelled  those 
delusions,  by  inducing  me  to  study,  understand,  and  properly 
appreciate  the  fundamental  principles  of  your  federal-republican 
institutions — whereby  I  have  been  enabled  to  substitute  for  the 
most  virulent  party  intolerance,  the  elevated  Jeffersonian  doctrines 
and  sentiments  of  ^ure  'federal-republicanism'  already  adverted 
to,  consisting  of  party  concessions  and  compromise,  based  in 
POLITICAL  as  well  as  religious  toleration.  It  would  be  the 
more  particularly  gratifying  to  me  to  give  this  summary  without 
delay,  as  it  might  serve  a  double  good  purpose  in  presenting  the 
suitable  testimonials  to  others  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  to 
enable  them  in  due  season  to  arrive  at  the  same  conclusions  and 
consequent  reformation  of  their  party  errors,  Avith  myself,  by  the 
analogy  they  might  perceive  in  my  case,  with  theirs.  But  such 
a  statement  here  would  greatly  extend  this  Introduction,  which 
already  exceeds  the  limits  that  can  be  conveniently  appropriated 
to  it. 

Nor  can  that  summary  with  propriety  be  introduced  as  a  pre- 
liminary chapter  to  part  first,  which  I  have  devoted  to 
sketches  of  the  foreign  diplomacy  of  the  United  States;  in  con- 
nection with  which  it  would  be  misplaced.  Indeed,  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  harmony  of  subjects,  that  summary  will  be  more 
suitable  for  a  preliminary  chapter  of  part  second,  wherein  I 
shall  commence  the  consideration  of  the  kindred  party  subjects 
that  are  coiuiected  with  the  home  departments  of  administration. 
I  therefore  feel  constrained  to  defer  it  for  the  second  part;  and  to 
give  the  first  part  exclusively  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign 
diplomacy,  which  on  account  of  its  paramount  interest  at  the 
present  crisis,  is  entitled  to  precedence;  and  being  somewhat  an 
isolated  subject  from  those  of  the  other  departments,  is  suscepti- 
ble of  a  detached  sketch  without  disparagement. 
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But  in  as  much  as  it  is  both  probable  and  desirable,  that  this 
book  will  find  its  way  beyond  the  hmits  of  the  United  States, 
and  even  into  sections  within  those  limits  wiiere  I  am  not  known, 
it  seems  to  be  eqnally  justifiable  and  proper  that  I  here  give 
place  to  a  few  testimonials,  to  satisfy  a  laudable  inquiry  that 
may  be  entertained  at  the  threshhofd — 'Who  is  ihe  writer  of 
these  Sketches?'  This  course  appears  to  be  still  more  particu- 
larly called  for,  by  the  fact  that  the  most  extraordinary  issue  ever 
known  in  the  annals  of  this  Republic,  or  perhaps  of  the  world, 
is  hereby  made  by  an  individual  volunteering  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  others  with  their  common  country  suffering  under 
oppression,  on  the  one  part — and  the  government,  on  the  other 
part,  both  in  regard  to  defects  of  its  organization  and  the  corrup- 
tions of  its  administration,  arraigned  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
sovereign  People,  whose  appropriate  and  reserved  right  it  is  to 
adjudicate  the  matters  involved.  I  will  therefore  here  annex  a 
few  letters  I  find  by  me,  the  remnant  of  an  immense  mass  of 
others,  lost  or  mislaid,  from  distinguished  personages,  all  of  whom 
are  known  to  a  much  wider  circuit  than  these  sketches  can  ever 
hope  to  extend.  Nor  need  I  make  any  definitions  or  comments 
upon  them,  as  their  contents  and  dates  sufficiently  declare  the 
various  occasions  which  elicited  them,  and  the  pure  casualty  by 
which  they  happen  to  serve  the  present  crisis — without,  indeed, 
laying  any  claim  whatever  to  the  good  will  and  good  opiniori 
they  express,  beyond  what  tlie  writers  would  be  willing  to  repeat, 
under  all  circumstances  that  have  transpired  since  their  dates. 

In  relation  to  the  first  from  Bishop  Madison,  I  will  only  remark^ 
that  having  been  a  student  at  William  and  Mary  college  while- 
he  was  president  of  that  institution,  he  wrote  me,  upon  my 
graduation  in  medicine,  this  letter,  on  the  occasion  expressed 
in  it. 

IVlUiamshnrg,  December  10,  ISOS. 

Dear  Sir — As  it  has  been  the  rule  of  the  present  administration,  that  one  department: 
is  not  to  interfere  with  that  of  anotlier  ;  and  as  all  military  appointments  belong  to  Gen.. 
Dearborn's,  I  thought  it  better  to  write  to  him,  than  to  the  President  or  Secretary  of  Slate. 

I  do  not  know  that  my  letter  will  be  of  any  avail ;  but  I  take  a  pleasure  in  the  effort  to 
render  you  even  the  smallest  service^and  in  manifesting  the  esteem,  with  which  I  am, 
dear  sir,  yours  very  respectfully,  J-  Madison. 

Dr.  Robert  Mayo,  Richmond. 

Dartmouth  College,  December  2'ith.  ISIS: 

Sir — I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  your  Historical  View 
of  Ancient  Geography,  forwarded  by  the  mail,  in  a  succession  of  sheets. 

The  view  of  any  of  the  learned  sciences  is  enriched  by  embracing  its  relations  and 
bearings,  in  the  different  ages  of  improvement — and  no  one  can  become  an  accomplished- 
master  of  the  same  without  the  knowledge  of  its  state  and  progress,  informer  times.  This 
remark  is  strikingly  true,  as  a))plied  to  the  geographical  branch.  It  presents  more  than 
any  other,  lively  ties  of  connection  between  the  ancients  and  moderns,  and  the  purest  aid 
in  judging  of  their  relative  condition. 

I  have  read,  with  satisfaction,  the  pages  of  your  volume.  It  promises  more  benefit  to 
the  student,  being  calculated  to  fill  an  important  chasm  in  its  department,  which  has  been- 
too  long  neglected.  The  materials  are  judiciously  selected,  and  arranged  with  consistency, 
and  expressed,  in  general,  with  perspicuity  and  conciseness.  The  proposed  maps  of  the 
different  countries  and  places,  noted  in  the  tables,  will  greatly  increase  the  utility  aad 
estimation  of  the  performance. 
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No  doubt  of  an  opening  for  the  disposal  of  a  number  in  this  quarter.  It  might  be  well 
for  some  individual  or  individuals  to  attend,  particularly,  to  the  subscription  and  its  object. 
I  could  mention  Mr.  Joseph  Perry,  preceptor  of  Moor's  Academy,  and  Mr.  Justin  Hinds, 
bookseller,  in  this  place.  They  sustain  good  characters  ;  and  one,  or  both,  as  you  may 
incline,  would  conduct  the  business.  I  shall  be  happy  in  promoting  your  useful  object— 
and  am,  sir,  your  sincere  and  respectful  servant,  John  Wheelock. 

Robert  Mayo,  M.  D.  Philadelphia. 

Dickinson  College,  June  6th,  1814. 

Sir — I  ought  to  apologize  to  you  for  not  having  before  this  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
your  View  of  Ancient  Geography. 

Modern  Geography  has,  of  late,  been  studied  to  the  neglect  of  the  ancient  ;  but  without 
eome  system  of  ancient  geography,  the  student  cannot  understand  ancient  history.  Under 
this  impression,  1,  some  years  ago,  introduced  among  my  pupils,  Adams'  Summary  of 
Ancient  Geography  and  History.  But,  after  much  inquiry,  I  have  been  unable,  of  late 
years  to  procure  it.  Yours  is  more  concise,  and  yet  extends  to  a  greater  variety  of  objects, 
and  is,  on  the  whole,  better  fitted  to  be  useful  in  our  public  seminaries.  A  work  of  this 
kind  was  greatly  needed,  and  yours  will  no  doubt  be  very  generally  introduced.  Wishing 
you  success  in  your  labours,  I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours,  Jeremiah  Atwater. 

Robert  Mayo,  M.  D.  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  July  llth,  1815. 

Sir — I  have  perused,  with  much  satisfaction  and  improvement,  your  first  volume  of 
Mythology,  and  really  consider  it  an  interesting  and  useful  work.  Your  arrangement  of 
the  subject  matter  is  very  judicious,  and  the  authorities  you  refer  to  are  of  the  first 
character.  Should  the  subsequent  volumes  be  executed  with  equal  success,  they  will 
collectively  constitute  a  highly  valuable  acquisition  for  the  accomplished  scholar  as  well 
as  for  the  junior  student.     With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  most  humble  servant, 

R.  Mayo,  W.  D.  Jas.  Abercrombie,  D.  D. 

Philadelphia,  July  21,  1815. 

Dear  Sir — With  much  satisfaction  I  have  perused  the  first  volume  of  your  'New 
System  of  Mythology.'  I  confess  I  did  not  anticipate  much  novelty  on  a  subject  that 
has  already  employed  the  talents  of  so  many  men  well  qualified  for  the  task  ;  but  in  this  I 
have  been  disappointed.  I  am  not  only  particularly  pleased  with  the  variety  of  the  matter, 
but  alsb  highly  commend  your  success  in  the  instructing  and  lucid  order  you  have  adopted. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  your  performance,  exhibiting  the  ingenious  absurdities  of  a  false 
Mythology,  and  commending  to  the  reader  the  beautiful  and  pure  principles  of  the  true 
religion — will  be  perused  by  many  with  interest  and  pleasure.  I  wish  you  success  in  the 
circulation  of  this  valuable  production  of  your  useful  pen.  W.  Staughton,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Mayo. 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  July  20th,  1815. 

Sir— Having  examined  the  first  volume  of  your  'System  of  Mythology,'  I  am  free  in 
giving  it  as  my  opinion  that  it  will  be  particularly  useful  to  our  colleges  and  schools. 
I  am  yours,  &.c.  Frederic  Beaslet,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Mayo. 

Philadelphia,  July  27,  1815. 

Dear  Sir— Without  entering  into  a  formal  analysis  of  the  valuable  qualities  of  your 
'New  System  of  Mythology,'  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  pleasure  and  instructioa  I 
have  derived  from  a  perusal  of  the  first  volume. 

Whether  regard  be  had  to  its  matter  or  manner,  the  subjects  it  embraces  or  its  mode  of 
illustrating  them,  it  appears  to  be  a  work  of  real  merit  ;  ornamental  to  the  classical  scholar, 
useful  to  every  one,  and  essential  to  all  who  are  ambitious  of  a  knowledge  of  general 
history.  To  some  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of  the  history  of  ancient  nations,  as  well 
as  of  several  modern  ones,  an  able  and  correct  system  of  Mythology  might  be  emphatically 
denominated  the  muster  key.  Such  a  key  I  feel  persuaded  your  countrymen  will  not 
fail  to  find  in  that  of  which  you  have  commenced  the  publication. 

Thus  far  of  what  you  have  published — respecting  that  portion  of  your  work  which  ia 
yet  to  appear,  it  may  be  regarded  as  premature  in  me  to  speak.  Judging,  however,  from 
the  specimen  in  my  possession,  candour  and  reason  unite  in  obliging  me  to  augur  well 
of  it. 

'I'he  third  volume,  in  particular,  if  executed  with  equal  ability  with  that  which  has  just 
been  printed,  promises  to  be  a  production  of  no  common  interest.  While  l\ie  Jirst  and 
second  volumes  will  be  calculated  to  communicate  information  on  a  broader  scale,  and  in 
a  more  detailed  form,  the  third,  being  an  analytical  epitome  of  the  entire  system,  and 
addressed  to  the  eye,  the  best  of  the  senses,  will,  if  I  mistake  not,  be  well  adapted  to  ihg 
use  of  schools. 
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On  the  whole,  enough  has  already  appeared  to  encourage  the  belief,  that  when  complete, 
the  work  will  be  an  addition  to  American  literature,  honourable  to  yourself,  and  useful  to 
your  country.    May  it  be  welcomed  under  a  patronage  correspondingly  liberal. 
I  am,  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
Robert  Mayo,  M.  D.  Ch.   Caldwell,  M.  D. 

Philadelphia,  July  20th,  1815. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  examined  the  first  volume  of  your  'New  System  of  Mythology.' 
Without  arrogating  to  myself  the  right  of  deciding  on  its  merits,  a  task  whxh  I  willingly 
leave  to  abler  critics,  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  my  high  opinion  of  the  usefulness  of 
such  a  work  ;  and  to  add  my  belief,  that  competent  judges  will  be  less  backward  than 
myself  in  bestowing  their  commendations  on  it.  The  industry  and  talents  of  the  author 
are  the  grounds  of  this  belief. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  yonr  humble  servant,  J.  S.  Dorset,  M.  D. 

,    Dr.  Mayo. 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  July  \7th,  1815. 

Dear  Sir — The  studies  which  engross  my  attention  are  so  entirely  foreign  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  work  which  you  are  now  publishing,  that  I  should  think  it  inexcusable  arro- 
gance in  me  to  speak  minutely  on  its  merits.  It  gives  me  pleasure,  however,  to  remark, 
that  the  work  is  arranged  with  admirable  method,  written  with  great  perspicuity,  and  filled 
with  interesting  matter.    Believe  me,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

Dr.  Mayo.  R.  M.  Patterson,  M.  D. 

Philadelphia,  July  iSth,  1815. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  read  yonr  work  with  as  much  attention  as  my  leisure  would  admit, 
and  experience  very  great  pleasure  in  adding  my  suffrage  to  the  distinguished  testimonials 
which  you  have  received  to  its  merits.    I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  yours,  &c. 

R.  Mayo,  M.  D.  N.  Chapman,  M.  D. 

Quincy,  March  2lst,  1823. 

Gentlemen — I  have  received  and  procured  to  be  read  to  me  your  pamphlet.  The  very 
title  of  a  Juvenile  Library  Company  sounds  delightfully  in  the  ears  of  an  old  man,  who 
wishes  well  to  posterity.  The  vivacity,  intelligence,  ingenuity,  and  elegance  of  the  address 
has  given  me  great  pleasure,  and  the  whole  plan  appears  to  me  to  be  judicious  and  meri- 
torious. To  recommend  books  of  merit  to  your  adoption,  would  be  to  compose  a  very 
large  catalogue  ;  I  recommend  to  all  my  young  friends.  Dr.  Barrow's  works,  not  for 
.his  theological  creeds  and  dogmata  ;  but  for  his  moral  discourses  ;  and  especially  his 
five  sermons  on  industry.  And  Bishop  Butler's  sermons,  and  the  preface  to  these  sermons. 
Sir  James  Harris'  works,  especially  his  Dialogue  on  Virtue.  These  are  the  finest  speci- 
mens of  morals  I  have  ever  read. 

An  ardour  for  knowledge  and  education  appears  to  me  to  be  bursting  forth  into  flames 
in  every  part  of  the  continent,  which  will  afford  means  and  opportunities  to  the  rising 
generation— for  the  industrious  use  of  which  they  will  be  responsible  to  their  country  and 
mankind.  The  prospect  is  so  brilliant,  and  so  attractive,  as  almost  to  excite  in  an  old  man 
a  wish  to  live  another  age,  at  least  it  will  be  a  great  consolation'  in  death. 

I  have  given  away  all  my  library  except  a  very  small  portion  of  necessaries  of  life  to 
your  cordial  well-wisher,  and  am  your  very  humble  servant.  John  Adams. 

Messrs.  Robert  Mayo.  &c.  Richmond. 

Montpellier,  March  31,  1823. 

Gentlemen — I  have  received  the  copy  of  an  address,  in  behalf  of  the  Juvenile  Library 
Company,  in  Richmond,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  forward  to  me. 

Knowledge  of  the  useful  kinds  is  so  conducive  to  individual  and  social  happiness,  and  so 
essential  to  the  form  of  government  most  friendly  to  both,  that  all  the  means  of  diffusing  it 
have  their  merit.  Among  these  means,  libraries  adapted  to  the  early  period  of  life,  and 
placed  every  where  within  the  reach  of  those  most  needing  the  instruction  and  rational 
entertainment  they  offer,  are  well  entitled  to  the  persuasive  recommendation,  which  the 
address  bestows  on  them.  I  wish  for  the  institution  in  Richmond  all  the  success  promised 
by  the  laudable  activity  of  its  founders,  and  that  it  may  be  followed  by  others  where  ever 
local  circumstances  will  admit.  The  obstacles  presented  by  these  are  more  or  lees  to  be 
encountered,  as  places  may  be  more  or  less  thinly  peopled  ;  and  they  must  often  be  great- 
est where  the  benefit  in  view  is  most  desirable.  Much  however  may  be  hoped  from  the 
light  of  judicious  examples,  and  from  the  animated  efforts  they  may  inspire.  It  is  a  further 
consolation,  that  the  facilities  resulting  I'rom  a  concentrated  population  must  daily  increase 
with  the  growth  and  improvement  of  the  country. 

With  friendly  respects,  James  Madison. 

Messrs.  Robert  Mayo,  &c.  Richmond. 
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Richmond,  January  26, 1823. 
Gentlemen — I  have  received  your  circular  address  in  behalf  of  the  Juvenile  Library 
Company,  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  with  a  card  annexed  in  which  you  do  me  the  honour 
to  associate  me  with  gentlemen  of  the  first  literary  character  in  our  country,  whose  viewB 
you  solicit  on  the  subject  of  education. 

I  am  truly  flattered  by  this  distinction,  and  should  feel  great  pleasure  in  complying  wilh 
your  request,  could  I  persuade  myself  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  say  any  thing  new  or 
valuable  on  this  interesting  topic  But  1  have  been  accustomed  to  take  only  general 
views  of  the  subject  ;  and  it  is  too  vast  and  complex  to  be  properly  treated  by  one  whose 
attention  has  not,  heretofore,  been  particularly  directed  towards  it,  and  who  is  now  too 
much  occupied  by  arduous  public  duties,  as  well  as  private  business,  to  give  it  the  con- 
sideration it  deserves. 

Your  fellow-citizens  are  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  the  enlightened  zeal  with  which 
you  have  engaged  in  an  undertaking  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  community.  To  estab- 
lish a  good  system  for  the  education  of  youth,  is  certainly  among  the  most  meritorious 
efforls  of  patriotism  ;  but  it  is  an  object  which,  I  fear  and  believe,  the  legislative  power 
alone  can  accomplish.  Our  eastern  brethren  have  engrafted  the  principle  of  general 
instruction  on  their  original  establishments.  It  has  grown  with  their  growth,  and  is 
incorporated  with  the  very  essence  of  their  political  existence.  Public  opinion  co-operates 
with  law  to  cherish  their  institutions.  I  would  hope  that  the  experiment  might  be  equally 
successful  in  Virginia  were  similar  means  employed.  Should  your  commencement  seem 
to  give  this  direction  to  public  sentiment,  you  will  receive  a  rich  reward  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  rendered  much  real  good  to  your  country. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  Marshall. 

Messrs.  Robert  Mayo,  See.  Richmond. 

Richmond,  May  26,  1823. 
Gentlemen — I  received  your  address  on  the  subject  of  Juvenile  Library  Associations, 
and  seize  the  first  leisure  moment  to  thank  you  for  it.     I  beg  leave  to  present  through  you 
to  the  Juvenile  Library  Society  of  Richmond,  the  booJcs  which  accompany  this  note,  and 
regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  at  present  to  make  a  donation  of  more  value. 

The  plan  which  you  propose,  is  admirably  calculated  to  attain  the  great  objects  you 
have  in  view,  and  to  enlist  in  its  support  every  friend  to  social  and  political  happiness. 
Of  the  advantages  of  knowledge  and  edtication  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak.  They  are  now 
justly  regarded  as  the  great  securities  of  individual  happiness  and  national  prosperity, 
and  their  importance  seems  to  be  impressed  on  every  mind.  In  arbitrary  governments, 
where  the  people  neither  make  the  law  nor  choose  those  who  legislate,  the  more 
ignorance  the  more  peace  ;  but  in  a  country  like  ours,  where  political  morality  is  as 
essential  to  the  character  of  a  citizen  as  private  morality  is  to  that  of  an  individual,  and 
where  the  people  fill  all  the  branches  of  sovereignty,  knowledge  is  the  life  of  liberty  and 
free  government.  I  hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  persevere  in  the  laudable  effort  you  are 
making  to  instruct  the  youth  of  the  country,  in  an  easy  and  cheap  manner,  by  means  of 
Juvenile  Library  Companies  ;  it  is  among  the  most  important  and  interesting  employments 
of  philanthropy,  and  you  should  feel  yourselves  urged  to  go  on,  by  every  motive  connected 
wilh  the  moral,  literary,  and  political  advancement  of  your  country.  You  have  my  best 
wishes  for  success,  and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  aid  you  in  any  manner  I  am  able. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Messrs.  R-  Mayo  St  W.  A.  Bartow,  Richmond.  And.  Stevenson. 

Richmond,  July  6,  1S27. 

Dear  Sir — Doctor  Robert  Mayo,  of  this  city,  proposes  to  take  an  excursion  to  the 
north  this  summer,  and  may  possibly  extend  it  westwardly.  Ke  will  pass  through  Wash- 
ington. I  beg  leave  to  introduce  him  to  you,  as  my  friend  and  kinsman,  and  to  request 
your  kind  attention  to  him  while  in  your  city.  The  Doctor  received  his  medical  education 
at  the  University  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  graduated.  He  is  the  author  of  several 
literary  works  of  esteemed  merit,  and  has  practised  medicine  with  reputation,  for  several 
years  in  this  city.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

Wm.  H.  Cabell. 

Mr.  Wirt,  ^tt.  GenH  U.  States,  Washington  City. 

Richmond,  June  29,  1827.  • 
Dear  Sir— The  bearer  hereof.  Doctor  Robert  Mayo,  now  of  this  place,  will  shortly 
visit  the  University,  and  will  proceed  thence  to  a  more  distant  part  of  our  country  on  a 
journey  of  observation.  He  wishes  to  have  the  advantage  and  satisfaction  of  your  acquain- 
tance, and  will  probably  have  it  in  his  power  to  call  on  you  in  the  course  of  his  tour.  I 
beg  leave  to  present  him  to  you  as  a  gentleman  of  talents  and  information,  and  am  sure 
that  I  could  not  recommend  him  more  favourably  to  you  than  as  the  author  of  several 
treatises  on  elementary  education,  well  received  and  extensively  used  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  ever  most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 
Mr.  Madison,  J^ontpellier.  Joseph  C-  Cabell. 
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Richmond,  June  2S,  182?. 

Dear  Sir — I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  you  Doctor  Robert  JVIayo,  of  this  city,  who  will 
hand  you  this  letter.  He  was  the  able  Editor  of  the  Jackson  Republican,  and  I  presume 
known  to  you  in  that  character.  He  is  on  his  way  to  the  north,  and  will  pass  through 
Washington.  You  will  find  him  an  amiable  and  gentlemanly  man  of  talents  and  acquire- 
ments.    Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 

Gen.  D.  Green,  Washington.  A.  Stevenson. 

Richmond,  March  31,  1S29. 

Dear  Sir — I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  you  Dr.  Robert  Mayo,  of  this  city,  who  is  now 
in  Washington.  He  is  a  man  of  letters,  and  connected  with  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
respectable  families  of  our  State.     Respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 

Hon.  M.  Van  Buren,  Washington.  A.  Stevenson. 

Richmond,  March  31,  1829. 

Dear  Sir — Several  common  friends  in  this  place  have  made  me  the  compliment  to 
suppose  that  a  letter  from  me  might  be  of  some  small  service  to  you  at  Washington. 
Without  yielding  to  that  belief,  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  comply  with  their  wishes. 

If  your  object  be  to  obtain  the  place  of  surgeon  in  either  branch  of  the  public  service,  I 
can  truly  say  that  I  have  always  heard  you  represented  by  others  (and  I  believe  as  much 
myself,)  as  an  able  physician  and  surgeon,  and  know  you  to  be  a  man  of  general  literature 
and  science.     To  this  it  may  be  sufficient  to  add  that  your  standing  is  that  oi  Sl  gentleman. 

But  it  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  you  might  perhaps  become  an  applicant  for  the 
ofBce  of  Librarian  to  Congress.  Now,  if  I  could  suppose  myself  to  have  weight,  it 
■would  be  my  duty  to  recommend  that  the  present  incumbent  should  be  continued,  for  I 
know  him  to  be  a  most  respectable  man  and  an  able  public  officer.  Indeed,  I  know  not  a 
third  individual  in  the  United  States,  who  would  accept  the  place,  so  peculiarly  qualified  to 
discharge  its  duties  as  Mr.  Watterston  and  yourself.  If  therefore  he  cannot  be  retained,  I 
hope  you  may  succeed  him  ;  but  I  should  certainly  regret  to  hear  that  he  had  been  turned 
out,  even  to  make  room  for  you. 

Wishing  that  you  may  obtain  some  other  place,  worthy  of  your  standing  as  a  gentleman, 
a  man  of  science  and  letters, 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  yours, 

Dr.  Robert  Mato.  Winfield  Scott. 

Washington,  May  17,  1829. 
Dear  Sir — I  submitted  your  letter  to  Major  Donelson,  who  promised  me  to  write  to 
you  on  the  subject.     I  am  induced  to  hope  that  you  could  obtain  the  situation  o?  Librarian 
to  Congress,  if  you  were  here.     I  may  be  more  influenced  by  my  hopes  than  I  should  be 
in  this  matter,  but  all  that  I  can  do  has  been  done  to  remove  obstacles. 

Present  me  kindly  to  Mr  Giles,  and  assure  him  that  I  appreciated  the  confidence  which 
induces  him  to  communicate  his  views  relative  to  the  proper  course  to  defeat  »  »  *. 
Your  friend,  D.  Green. 

Dr.  R.  Mato,  Richmond. 

Washington,  March  30,  1829. 

Dear  General — I  recommend  to  you  with  great  confidence  and  concern,  as  Librarian 
to  Congress,  (should  a  vacancy  in  that  office  occur)  Dr.  Mayo,  of  Richmond,  who  will 
have  the  honour  of  handing  you  this  letter.  He  has  peculiar  qualifications  for  the  duties 
of  that  place,  being  a  linguist,  conversant  with  books,  an  author,  and  habitually  studious 
of  that  sort  of  information  which  a  bibliographer  should  possess. 

By  habits,  learning,  and  long  familiarity  with  books,  he  is  qualified  to  arrange  and  take 
care  of  libraries.  I  sincerely  believe  his  exertions  and  sacrifices  as  the  editor  of  the 
Jackson  Republican,  in  Richmond,  entitle  him  also  to  the  favourable  notice  of  the  govern- 
ment. I  have  already  recommended  him  to  the  State  Department,  but  so  firm  is  my 
persuasion  of  his  suitableness  and  merit,  that  I  give  this  additional  testimonial  in  his 
faTOur  with  cheerfulness. 

With  much  respect,  I  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  servant. 

The  President  of  the  U.  States.  H.  Lee. 

JS^'ew  York,  July  2,  1830. 
Dear  Sir — I  have  pondered  with  care  and  delight  on  the  synopsis  of  the  work  you 
have  projected,  to  be  entitled— T/ie  Structure  and  Genius  of  the  English  Language,  in 
four  parts.  The  Analysis  itself  evinces  much  research,  and  a  habit  of  philological  investi- 
gation. When  a  great  subject  is  once  happily  conceived,  broken  into  general  heads,  and 
these  again  subdivided  into  minute  parts,  according  to  philosophical  analysis,  genius  has 
performed  her  part,  and  time,  and  books,  and  manual  labour  only  are  wanted  to  complete 
the  work.  Now,  of  your  capacity  for  continuous  labour  I  do  not  doubt ;  but  have  you  the 
leisure,  and  the  books  which  are  needed  ?    What  a  pity  you  did  not  obtain  the  place  of 
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Librarian  to  Congress,  which,  it  is  understood,  your  political  friends  solicited  for  you  ! 
In  that  situation,  with  the  works  of  all  preceding  philologers  before  you,  you  might,  in 
eight  or  ten  years,  have  completed  a  design  worthy  of  your  country  and  worthy  of 
posterity.  But  what  can  you  hope  to  accomplish  in  that  way  where  you  are,  without  a 
library,  and  in  the  midst  of  professional  avocations  ?  I  can  only  offer  you  my  sympathies, 
and  remain  truly  yours. 
Dr.  Robert  Mayo,  Richmond.  Winfield  Scott. 

Washington,  March  5th,  '33. 

Sir — Dr.  Robert  Mayo,  of  Virginia,  has  conceived,  and  has  for  some  time  past  been 
maturing  a  literary  work  of  great  interest,  for  which  his  friends,  and  particularly  General 
Scott,  whose  letter  on  the  subject  I  have  seen,  consider  him  very  highly  qualified.  To 
the  accomplishment  of  this  undertaking,  the  facilities  to  be  desired  from  a  suitable  public 
office  here,  I  understand  from  the  Doctor,  alone  is  wanting.  I  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of 
expressing  to  you  my  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  application  he  is  about  to  present 
to  you.  With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

To  the  President  ofth    United  States.  W.  C.  Rives. 

Washington,  May  2,  1833. 

My  De.\r  Sir — Dr.  Mayo  will  hand  you  this  letter.  Permit  me  to  introduce  him  to  you. 
You  will  find  him  a  gentleman  of  scientific  attainments,  and  of  a  very  respectable  charac- 
ter and  standing.  From  the  fact  of  an  important  business  having  been  recently  entrusted 
to  him,  I  have  been  brought  considerably  into  contact  with  him,  and  I  have  found  him 
attentive,  well  informed,  and  capable.     I  am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

Hon.  Louis  McLane.  Lew.  Cass. 


N.  B.  The  reader  is  now  enabled,  in  some  degree,  to  appre- 
ciate the  sacrifice  I  have  made  of  the  most  precious  period  of  my 
life,  in  pursuing  the  phantom  of  'Jacksoniandemocracy,'  in  the 
hope  of  rendering  a  public  benefit,  and  advancing  more  endeared 
objects  of  literature,  while  the  humiliating  result  has  been  to 
defeat  both. 

R.  M. 

Washington,  JVovemher ,  1838. 
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It  is  awful  to  contemplate  the  infiaite  variety  of  gradations  that  the  sinful 
deeds  of  man  exhibit!  It  would  consume  a  life  lime  to  estimate  the  degrees 
of  atrocity  or  leniency  they  assume,  from  the  grossest  premeditated  malevo- 
lence that  perpetrates  a  'flagrant  crime,'  to  the  slightest  reprehensible  means 
adopted  to  insure  the  achievement  of  a  'good  intention!'  Without  con- 
cerning myself  with  the  minute  differences  in  the  shades  of  culpability  that 
lower  upon  the  scale  of  human  wickedness  and  diversify  the  intensity  of 
its  gloom,  it  will  be  sufficient  here  to  recognize  the  two  general  classes,  viz. 
that  of  unqualified,  premeditated,  malevolent  crime,  and  the  more  numerous 
class  of  less  atrocious  sins  that  are  qualified  with  the  weak  apology  of  good 
intentions.  The  latter,  though  greatly  extenuated  by  the  good  intentions 
they  have  in  view,  are  incomparably  the  more  mischievous  than  the  former^ 
because,  from  their  plausible  exterior,  they  are  difficult  to  be  recognized,  and 
therefore  multiply  anon,  unobserved,  and  become  but  too  prevalent  in  every 
man's  heart.  Hence  have  the  most  learned  and  accomplished  divines  been 
prompted  to  admonish  their  sinful  auditory,  that  'the  infernal  regions  are 
paved  with  good  inteations.' 

The  object  of  these  remarks  will  be  fully  understood  when  the  reader  is 
informed,  that  one  of  the  principal  bearings  of  the  following  pages  go  to 
demonstrate  the  sins  that  Jloiv  from  the  good  intentions  of  some  of  our  highest 
public  functionaries,  under  the  instigations  of  the  premeditated  sinfulness  of 
their  official  advisers  and  other  interested  counsellors :  in  which  I  may  include, 
the  collateral  sins  of  their  numerous  subordinates,  acting  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility, or  in  defiance  of  all  responsibility,  but  in  unison  with  or  in  corn^ 
promise  of  the  two  classes  of  their  superiors — while  their  Great  Chief 
is  professing  to  benefit  the  nation  he  specifically  represents,  under  the  sinister 
counsels  o(  those  advisers  who  care  less  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  than 
for  a  revolution  of  all  her  institutions,  at  the  hazard  of  being  convicted  of 
treason,  of  high  crimes,  or  of  misdemeanours. 

It  is  hard  to  deny  the  good  intentions  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Whoever 
takes  a  superficial  survey  of  his  private  or  public  life,  will  probably  be  of 
that  opinion,  however  a  minute  inspection  of  eitiier  might  qualify  or  cast 
dubiousness  upon  it.  That  General  Jackson  was  a  patriot — viewing  patriotism 
apart  from  injustice  to  other  nations,  to  corporate  institutions,  or  to  indivi- 
duals— no  one  can  or  will  lightly  dispute.    That  he  appears  to  have  enter- 
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tained  kind  wishes  or  good  intentions  to  advance  the  prosperity  and  honour 
of  his  country,  all  will  agree ;  but  at  the  imminent  hazard  and  cost  of  every 
other  obligation,  is  most  manifest  to  every  eye.  This  principle  has  often 
carried  hiru  such  lengths  in  yielding  to  bad  counsels  or  to  capricious  impulses, 
as  in  many  instances  actually  to  incur  the  total  defeat  of  the  patriotic  and. 
primary  objects  of  his  heart,  if  they  really  existed,  by  the  wickedness  of  the 
ill  advised  means  he  would  lend  himself  to  adopt,  under  the  expectation  to 
prospet  those  good  intentions. 

Of  these  views,  and  the  facts  upon  which  they  are  founded,  I  know  many 
men  who  have  had  as  good  opportunities  to  judge  as  myself,  and  perhaps  in 
some  respects  better.  But  there  are  few  men  who  fully  avail  themselves  of 
their  opportunities  for  any  thing;  or,  in  these  respects  their  notions  of 
prudence  may  have  taught  them  to  keep  the  results  of  their  observations  and 
reflections  to  themselves.  I,  however,  do  not  hold  such  sentiments  of 
prudence  to  be  compatible  with  the  public  duty  of  any  citizen :  and  I  have 
seen  enough  to  satisfy  my  mind  of  the  correctness  of  my  observation  beyond 
the  possible  admission  of  a  doubt,  more  than  might  be  wilfully  entertained 
in  the  face  of  a  mathematical  demonstration;  and  I  need  not  say  that  w^t  I 
hold  to  be  my  duty  to  my  country,  in  this  or  any  other  emergency,  I  shall 
not  hesitate  to  perform,  let  the  consequences  come  that  may. 

This  will  therefore  serve  to  apprise  the  reader  that  the  insincerity 
characteristic  of  General  Jackson's  foreign  diplomacy,  and  particularly  that 
laid  to  his  charge  by  the  Honourable  John  Q,uincy  Adams  in  the  last  para- 
graph of  his  Texas  speech,  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  late  sessions  of 
congress,  when  commenting  upon  documentary  'proofs  of  the  existence  of 
both  duplicity  ax\d  hoslility  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  toward  Mexico,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  late  administration  to  the  present  day,'  as  herein 
after  fully  substantiated,  is  not  a  unique  case.  This  trait  of  insincerity  or 
duplicity,  though  so  strongly  marked  in  General  Jackson's  conduct  towards 
t-he  Mexican  Republic,  might  be  doubted  however,  as  a  general  feature,  if  not 
sustained  by  other  facts;  and  even  in  this  case  it  might  by  some,  in  charity 
to  that  tvell-meaning  patriot,  be  set  down  to  the  account  of  forgetfulness, 
oversight,  ignorance,  or  to  his  first  love  to  that  country  as  manifested  in  his 
connection  with  the  conspiracy  of  Burr — any  thing — rather  than  attribute  it  to 
a  wilful,  deliberate,  and  systematic  revisal  of  Burr's  conspiracy,  or  even  to  a 
connivance,  prevarication,  duplicity,  not  to  say  direct  pervertion  of  the  truth, 
in  denying  the  possession  of  sufficient  evidence  of  its  existence,  'to  ground 
official  action  upon.'  But  when  it  is  clearly  shown  that  this  is  the  domi- 
nant trait  that  is  interwoven  in  all  hi^  prominent  transactions,  tiiere  will  be 
less  scruple  in  allowing  to  it  full,  credit  in  this  case.  Nay,  more; 
upon  a  fair  canvass  of  his  public  life,  the  stronger  conclusion  will  be,  that 
he  has  not  merely  lent  himself  to  bad  counsels,  but  that  he  has  made  a 
SYSTEMATIC  BXTsiNEss  of  dcvisvig  fraudulent  and  specious  pretences  to  gloss 
over  any  original  scheme  of  his  own,  or  of  his  flatterers,  to  promote  the 
supposed  advantage  of  his  country,  his  own  glorification,  his  huzza-for- 
Jackson  partisans,  his  family  connections,  or  a  scrub  acquaintance  upon 
occasion — establishing  by  his  singular  and  wonderful  success  therein,  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  solecisms  in  human  nature,  viz.  that  of  a  man  of  but 
middling  attainments,  acquiring  a  universal  reputation  for  unequalled 
sincerity,  candour,  frankness,  justice,  uncompromising  courage,  and  single- 
ness of  patriotic  purpose — while  in  fact  he  possesses  neither  one,  except 
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SO  far  as  their  antitheses  or  counter  qualities  are  not  deemed  requisite  to 
carry  his  objects  through — but  so  soon  as  the  agency  of  these  appear  neces- 
sary they  are  put  in  requisition  with  the  same  facility  as  though  ihey  were 
among  the  most  legitimate  means  to  accomplish  the  supposed  'good  intentions.' 

It  is  by  a  long  and  careful  observation  of  a  great  variety  of  facts  and 
circumstances,  with  a  minute  retrospection  and  comparison  of  whatever  has 
come  to  my  knowledge,  that  I  feel  warranted  and  justified  in  these  views, 
and  therefore  dare  to  declare  them  in  the  very  face  of  a  contrary  public 
impression,  (which  certainly  exists  to  a  great  extent,)  knowing  that  I  have 
the  facts  in  abundance  to  sustain  me  at  every  point  ia  the  course  of  their 
development.  And  when  these  positions  shall  be  made  fully  to  appear,  it 
will  not  be  difficult  to  decide  whether  such  a  man  could  possibly  become  a 
public  benefactor,  whatever  were  his  good  intentions — except  by  an  interpo- 
sition of  Providence — v/hile  surrounded  by  venal  advisers  instigated  by  a 
deliberate  wickedness  of  purpose;  to  whose  counsels  too,  he  unfortunately 
rather  inclined  a  cheerful  ear,  than  to  those  actuated  by  more  patriotic 
purposes — ever  retaining  the  services  of  the  former,  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
latter,  when  collisions  of  counsels  should  arise  between  them,  having  a 
greater  taste  for  the  vile  appetencies,  the  gross  sinister  flattery,  the  personal 
glorification,  and  the  revolutionizing  spirit  of  the  retained,  than  for  the  high 
minded  sincerity,  plainness,  and  patriotic  devotion  for  our  public  institutions, 
which  swayed  the  breasts  of  the  rejected.  But  such  specious  and  plausible 
trails  of  character  as  were  continually  attributed  to  him  by  interested  or 
mistaken  flatterers,  calculated  as  they  were  to  deceive  all  superficial  observers 
who  are  ever  prone  to  be  carried  away  by  first  impressions — also  by  the 
consummate  skill  he  possessed  at  levying  contributions  on  the  intellectual 
resources  of  other  men's  minds  in  making  his  worst  appear  his  better 
qualities,  he  had  the  wonderful  good  fortune  to  win  an  unbounded  popularity, 
which,  unfortunately  for  his  country,  the  most  disastrous  results  of  his  ill- 
advised  measures  could  never  shake. 

I  would  here  recount  a  few  evidences  to  illustrate  the  positions  above 
glanced  at,  but  that  would  at  once  be  too  burthensome  for  a  fleeting  notice 
like  this,  as  well  as  too  great  an  entrenchment  upon  the  proper  subjects  of 
THE  FUTURE  EXPOSE.  Let  a  general  reference  to  the  signal  instance  of  his 
duplicity,  more  than  four  times  told,  in  his  policy  towards  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  both  state  and  federal,  not  only  serve  for  the  present 
as  an  illustration  of  this  ruling  passion  in  his  diplomacy,  but  as  a  fair  sample 
of  the  same  characteristic  which  stamps  all  his  other  public  acts,  or  is  every 
where  interwoven  with  them. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  Characteristic  Insincerity  of  the  Jacksonian  Dynasty,  both  in  its 
internal  relations  with  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government^ 
and  in  its  diplomacy  totoards  foreign  nations. 

Andrew  Jackson,  the  thrice  fortunate  Andrew  Jackson 
ascended  to  the  Chair  of  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  FdvRTH  of  March,  1s29,  under  the  most  propitious  auspices 
that  ever  graced  the  inauguration  of  an  American  President! 
Reviewing  the  whole  pohtical  horizon  that  encompassed  him, 
embracing,  in  his  rear,  a  retrospection  of  the  scenes  through 
which  the  American  Confederacy  had  fought,  and  struggled, 
and  elaborated  its  difficult  career  from  the  darksome  period  of  its 
national  birth  to  the  proud  eminence  it  then  occupied  in  vigorous 
manhood,  by  the  blessings  of  a  beneficent  Providence — and  in 
front  of  him,  unfolding  to  the  enraptured  vision  the  bright  antici- 
pations that  beamed  with  the  tints  of  every  heavenly  gift  far  and 
wide  over  the  immense  expanse  that  might  well  dazzle  the  most 
enthusiastic  imagination  to  survey,  promising  still  greater  pros- 
perity, honours,  and  glory,  for  the  attainment  of  the  future — 
nothing  in  the  history  of  the  world,  ever  presented  a  more  impo- 
sing SPECTACLE  to  ONE  MAN  to  iuspirc  him  with  a  patriotic 
ardour,  and  to  impress  him  with  the  necessity  for  profound 
deliberation  and  prudence  in  the  projection  and  prosecution  of  all 
his  measures,  in  order  to  insure  their  harmony  and  good  keeping 
with  the  blessings  already  attained,  and  with  the  further  consum- 
mations, held  out  in  flattering  promise  to  his  probable  achieve- 
ment in  connection  with  his  incipient  administration. 

But  what  a  sad  reverse  have  we  had,  of  all  that  M'-as  reason- 
ably to  have  been  expected  by  his  confiding  countrymen!  In- 
deed, the  elevation  to  which  he  had  so  suddenly  risen,  was  of  too 
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giddy  a  height  for  his  unprepared,  undisciplined  intellect  to  look 
upon  with  a  steady  eye.  However  consequentially  or  not  to 
his  instrumentality  therein,  we  have  had  'War,  pestilence,  and 
famine,'  to  afflict  the  land!  not  in  the  most  aggravated  forms, 
indeed,  thanks  to  an  all-merciful  God,  but  sufficiently  so,  for  the 
literal  verification  of  the  sagacious  prediction  of  an  eminent 
Statesman,  who  better  knew  how  to  estimate  the  defective  quali- 
fications of  that  fortunate  military  chieftain  for  the  complicated 
and  responsible  civil  duties  he  was  about  to  assume.  Nay,  we 
have  had  a  much  wider  range  of  calamities  than  were  foretold 
by  the  distinguished  statesman  of  Kentucky.  We  have  had  a 
national  bankruptcy,  official  frauds,  and  peculation  even  unto 
deliberate  and  wilful  plunder  on  the  largest  scale,  with  all  man- 
ner of  corruptions  thickening  upon  us,  until  immoj-ality  and  bad 
faith  have  almost  become  the  order  of  the  day,  not  only  in  the 
public  offices,  but  in  private  life,  in  all  grades  of  society — with 
the  honourable  exceptions  truly,  of  those  whose  better  education 
and  firmness  of  character  have  enabled  them  to  resist  the  prevail- 
ing epidemic  of  the  Jacksonian  polity  and  the  party  'plunder  of  a 
spoils  dynasty.  I  do  not  pretend  to  attribute  these  consequences 
to  the  deliberate  purposes  with  which  General  Jackson  com- 
menced his  official  career:  that  would  be  to  disrobe  him,  entirely 
of  the  extenuating  grace  of  'good  intentions,'  which  I  would 
gladly  award  him  on  all  occasions,  were  it  possible,"' 

But  whoever,  will  make  a  dispassionate  survey  of  General 
Jackson's  administration,  in  contrast  with  others,  will  be  con- 
vinced with  irresistible  force,  that  he  set  out  with  the  invidious, 
not  to  say  malignant  ambition  to  cast  all  his  predecessors  into 
the  shades  of  dark  obscurity,  by  the  dazzling  effiilgence  of  his 
own  meteoric  projections.  The  inflated  air  and  confidence  of 
his  first  inaugural  address,  and  of  all  his  annual  messages,  his 
vetoes,  and  his  protests,  fully  attest  this.  Their  enormous  length, 
without  a  single  exception,  is  another  proof  of  this  engrossing 
emulation.  Take  his  first  or  his  second  annual,  and  either  of 
them  will  be  found  to  be  more  wordy  than  all  the  eight  annuals 
of  General  Washington,  and  within  a  fraction  of  the  eight  annuals 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  of  Mr.  Madison.  And  his  farewell  address, 
patterning  after  that  of  General  Washington  only  in  name,  is 
more  than  double  its  volume.  But  the  vast  range  of  measures 
he  urged  upon  Congress,  with  the  circumstantiality,  almost,  of 
bills  reported  for  law,  is  still  more  striking  than  the  unmerciful 
length  of  all  his  state  papers.  It  is  obvious,  therein,  that  he  has 
not  foregone  an  iota  of  the  power  vested  in  him,  of  recommend- 
ing measures,  if  indeed  he  has  not  greatly  exceeded  it,  if  we 
would  judge  from  the  example  of  his  predecessors,  particularly  of 
General  Washington,  who  never  permitted  himself  to  go  further 
than  the  suggestion  of  measures,  by  name,*  leaving  the  details 

*The  suggestion  of  measures  by  name. — Let  me  here  invite  the  special 
attention  of  the  reader  to  the  sentiments  of  General  Washington  on  this  subject,  as 
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for  Congress,  under  the  impression,  doubtless,  that  the  obtrusion 
of  such,  by  tlie  president,  would  be  an  infringement  of  the  proper 
legislative  function  of  that  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government. 

Of  the  prominent  advantages  of  his  fortunate  position,  which 
he  prodigally  or  ill  advisedly  sacrificed  to  the  fell  delusion  of  a 
vain-glorious  fancy  for  a  splendid  administration  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  all  his  predecessors,  I  will  here  notice  two  or  three  only. 

Through  the  unavoidable  course  of  events,  resulting  from  the 
previous  good  financial  policy  of  the  country,  with  the  original 
conception  of  which  he  had  no  pdinicip3.Uou,  the  public  debt  would 
necessarily  be  paid  off  durins^  his  presidential  term^  and  by  con- 
sequence, XDould  greatly  redound  to  his  praise,  however  little 
credit  he  could  justly  appropriate  to  himself  for  so  unavoidable  a 
consummation.  Yet,  to  expedite  this  object,  and  to  have  the 
factitious  air  of  agency  therein,  he  was  instigated  by  the  vanity 
for  extraordinary  distinction,  to  stimulate  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  and  to  enhance  the  revenue  of  the  customs,  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  produce  a  calamity  worse  than  the  temporary  evil  of 
a  national  debt — in  a  glutted  treasury,  with  the  concomitant 
evils  of  abstracting  the  precious  medium  of  value  in  the  same 
proportion  from  the  circulation,  and  incurring,  in  part,  the  com- 
plicated plague  of  his  other  measures. 

In  the  course  of  his  administration,  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  would  expire  by  limitation  of  law,  and  afford 
him  the  enviable  alternative  of  recommending  its  recharter,  upon 
the  two-fold  principle  of  its  indispensable  utility,  and  the  settled 
question  of  constitutionality  by  reiterated  precedent  and  popular 
approbation — or  to  suggest,  if  practicable,  a  substitute  that  would 
sustain  the  exigencies  of  an  auxiliary  circulating  medium,  and 
perform  the  financial  agency  of  the  government,  each  of  which 
the  bank  had  so  perfectly  fulfilled.  Yet,  by  his  sanguinary 
ambition  to  inflict  upon  the  bank  a  premature  death,  and  thereby 
to  pave  the  way  for  some  glorification  scheme  of  his  own,  (not 
entirely  understood  or  certainly  known  to  this  day  on  account  of 
the  numerous  contradictory  suggestions  and  abortions.)  he  was 
emboldened  to  withdraw  the  deposites  and  the  financial  agency 

expressed  in  his  first  inaugural,  the  becoming  modesty  of  which  may  be  contrasted 
with  General  Jackson's  arrogance  on  the  similar  occasion  of  his  first  inaugural. 
•By  the  article  establishing  the  executive  department,'  said  Washington,  'it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  President  'to  recommend  to  your  consideration  such  measures  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient.^  'The  circumstances  under  which  I  now  meet 
you  will  acquit  me  from  entering  into  that  subject  farther  than  to  refer  to  the  great 
constitutional  charter  under  which  you  are  assembled,  and  which,  in  defining  your 
powers,  designates  the  objects  to  ichich  your  aV.ention  is  to  be  given.  It  will  be  more 
consistent  with  those  circumstances,  and  far  more  coiigenial  with  the  feelings  which 
actuate  me,  to  substitute,  in  place  of  a  recommendation  of  particular  measures, 
THE  TRIBUTE  that  is  due  to  the  talents,  the  rectitude,  and  the  patriotism  which  adorn 
the  characters  selected  to  devise  and  adopt  them.  In  these  honourable  qualifi- 
cations I  behold  the  surest  pledges,  Sec.  Sec'  *  *  *  'Instead  of  undertaking  particu- 
lar recommendations  on  this  subject,  in  which  I  could  be  guided  by  no  lights  derived 
from  official  opportunities,     I  shall  again  give  way  to  my  entire  co.vfide.vce  in 

YOUR    discernment    AND    PURSUIT    OF    THE    PUBLIC    GOOD.' 
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of  the  government  from  the  bank,  in  violation  of  the  obligation 
of  contracts,  of  law,  and  of  the  constitution,  and  incur  the  inevi- 
table embarrassment  of  our  commerce,  a  general  bankruptcy,  and 
a  suspension  of  specie  payments,  with  the  uncountable  train  of 
calamities  that  followed  in  quick  succession. 

In  addition  to  these,  I  will  barely  allude  here,  to  the  favoura- 
ble posture  of  our  many  very  important  negotiations  with  foreign 
powers,  for  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted on  our  neutral  commerce,  which  had  made  such  prepara- 
tory progress  towards  adjustment  under  former  administrations, 
as  perfectly  to  justify  the  almost  certain  prospect  of  their  being 
completed  in  the  course  of  the  Jacksonian  administration,  with- 
out his  ceasing  'to  confide  in  that  spirit  of  justice,  candour,  and 
friendship  on  their  part,  which  would  eventually  insure  success.' 
Yet,  by  his  uncalled  for  and  arrogant  pressure,  in  contradictory 
ways,  in  these  matters,  he,  on  the  one  hand,  prostrated  the  dig- 
nity and  honour  of  the  country  at  the  feet  of  our  former  enemy, 
by  his  instructions  to  his  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James:  and 
on  the  other  hand,  by  his  uncalled  for  harshness  and  coarse 
imputations  towards  the  court  of  St.  Cloud,  would  inevitably 
have  involved  us  in  a  war  with  our  ancient  ally,  but  for  the 
interposition  of  the  senate;  while  he  totally  neglected,  for  the 
time  being,  the  claims  of  our  citizens  on  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
probably  for  the  still  more  sinister  reasons,  that  all  might  remain 
quiet  in  her  breast,  pending  the  organization  of  the  foster  con- 
spiracy of  General  Houston  to  dismember  her  dominions. 

But  my  business  at  present,  is  with  the  insincerity  dis- 
played in  his  messages,  both  in  his  internal  relations  with  the 
co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  and  in  his  diplomacy 
towards  foreign  powers.  In  drawing  the  attention  of  the  reader 
to  this  subject,  I  shall  content  myself  with  giving  a  general  out- 
line of  his  first  inaugural,  and  his  first  annual,  as  fair  exemplars 
of  the  rest.  The  method  that  I  shall  pursue  will  be  perfectly 
consistent  Avith  justice,  according  to  the  old  proverb,  which 
teaches  us  to  'judge  the  tree  by  its  fruits;'  and  there  can  be  no 
test  more  true,  than  to  estimate  a  man's  'professions  by  his  'per- 
formances. It  will  ever  be  a  good  rule,  and  will  find  its  daily 
application  to  the  economy  and  government  of  practical  life 
while  the  world  lasts. 

\st. — The  incumbent  commences  his  inaugural  in  the  follow- 
ing cor>fident  strain: — 'About  to  undertake  the  arduous  duties  I 
have  been  appointed  to  perform,*  by  the  choice  of  a  free  people 

*  I  HAVE  BEEN  APPOixTED  TO  PERFORM. — Contrast  tlus  Opening  remark  witb 
the  corresponding  one  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  inaugural ;  'Called  upon  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  the  first  executive  office  of  our  country,  I  avail  myself  of  the  presence  of 
that  portion  of  my  fellow-citizens  which  is  here  assembled  to  express  my  gratefu^ 
thanks  for  the  favour  with  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  look  towards  me,  to 
declare  a  sincere  consciousness  that  the  task  is  above  my  talents,  and  thai  I  approach 
it  with  those  anxious  and  aicful  presentiments  which  the  greatness  of  the  charge,  and 
the  weakness  of  my  powers  so  justly  inspire.    A  rising  nation,  spread  over  a  wide  ani 
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I  avail  myself  of  this  customary  and  solemn  occasion  to  express' 
— what?  not  his  diffidence!  oh  no,  but — 'the  gratitude  wliich  their 
confidence  inspires,  and  to  acknowledge  Lite  accountability  which 
his  situation  enjoins.'  A  very  great  condescension  this,  surely, 
and  about  as  sincerely  professed  as  he  performed  the  pledge, 
when  he  afterwards  so  frequently  assumed  the  responsibility^ 
that  is  to  say,  the  defiance  of  it. 

2d.  He  then  goes  on  to  tell  the  assembled  multitude  of  the 
sovereign  people  what  he  will  do,  saying,  that — 'As  the  instru- 
ment of  the  federal  constitution,  it  will  devolve  upon  him, 
for  a  stated  period,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  to 
superintend  their  foreign  and  confederate  relations  ;  to  manage 
their  revenue;  to  command  their  forces;  and,  by  communications 
to  the  legislature,  to  watch  over  and  to  promote  their  inte- 
rests generally.'^  Thus  assuming  the  exclusive  trust  to  watch 
over  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  without 
recognizing  any  joint  or  co-ordinate  duty  of  congress,  in  those 
paramount  functions,  except  only  in  receiving  his  communica- 
tio7is  thereon — a  knowledge  of  one  at  least,  of  the  most  important 
subjects  of  which,  (the  conspiracy  against  Mexico)  he  sedulously 
withheld  from  congress  through  the  whole  of  his  administration. 

3^  Next  he  very  methodically  proceeds  to  detail  'the  princi- 
ples of  action  by  which  he  shall  endeavour  to  accomplish  this 
circle  of  duties,'  and  says,  that,  'In  administering  the  laws  of 
congress,  I  shall  keep  steadily  in  view  the  limitations  as  well  as 
the  extent  of  the  executive  power,  trusting  thereby  to  discharge 
the  functions  of  my  office,  without  transcending  its  authority.' 
Now,  it  is  natural  to  ask,  why  this  special  allusion  to  the  limita- 
tions and  the  extent  of  his  powers,  with  a  solemn  pledge  not  to 

fruitful  land,  traversing  all  the  seas  with  tlie  rich  productions  of  their  industry, 
enj^aged  in  commerce  with  nations  who  feel  power  and  forget  right,  advancing 
rapidly  to  destinies  beyond  the  reach  of  mortal  eye ;  when  I  contemplate  these 
transcendant  objects,  and  see  the  honour,  the  happiness,  and  the  hopes  of  this  be- 
loved country  committed  to  the  issue  and  the  auspices  of  this  day,  I  shrink  from  the 
contemplation,  and  humble  myself  before  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking.  Utter- 
ly, indeed,  should  1  despair,  did  not  the  presence  of  many  whom  I  here  see  remind 
me,  that,  in  the  other  high  authorities  provided  by  our  constitution,  1  shall  find  resources 
of  wisdom,  of  virtue,  and  of  zeal,  on  which  to  rely  under  all  difficulties.  To  you,  then, 
gentlemen,  icho  are  charged  ivith  the  sovereign  functions  of  legislation,  and  to  those 
associated  with  you,  I  look  with  encouragement  for  that  guidance  and  support  which 
may  enable  us  to  steer  witli  safety  the  vessel  in  which  we  are  all  embarked,  amid 
the  conflicting  elements  of  a  troubled  world.'  ****'!  repair  then,  fellow-citizens, 
to  the  post  you  have  assigned  me.  With  experience  enough  in  subordinate  offices 
to  have  seen  the  difficulties  of  this,  the  greatest  of  all,  I  have  learned  to  expect  that 
it  will  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  imperfect  man  to  retire  from  this  station  witli  the 
reputation  and  the  favour  that  brings  him  into  it.' 

Equally  might  I  contrast  the  modesty  and  deference  of  all  General  Jackson's  pre- 
decessors with  the  tone  of  lofty  arrogance,  with  which  he  stepped  into  the  presiden- 
tial chair.  I  will  add  to  the  above,  a  few  words  only,  from  the  fu-'^t  inaugural  of 
Mr.  Madison.  In  concluding,  he  said :  'It  is  my  good  fortune,  moreover,  to  have 
the  path  in  which  I  am  to  tread,  lighted  by  examples  of  illustrious  services  success- 
fully rendered  in  the  most  trying  difficulties,  by  those  who  have  marched  before  me.  Of 
those  of  my  immediate  predecessor  it  might  least  become  me  here  to  speak.'  Can  Mr. 
Van  Buren  conceive  why  ?  Mr.  Madison  liimself,  had  taken  part  in  them  :  verbum  sat. 
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transcend  them  ?  It  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  but  a  gratuitous 
excess  of  fair  professions  which  were  ah'eady  embraced  in  his 
oath  of  office;  whilst,  in  every  view,  it  becomes  the  more  re- 
markable for  the  glaring  insincerity  with  which  he  would  cap- 
tivate the  public  confidence  in  his  after  deeds,  whereby  he  has 
so  frequently  set  those  limitations  at  defiance,  by  their  invasion 
with  his  usurpations  and  extra  assumptions  of  responsibility. 

^th.  He  says,  that :  '  With  foreign  nations,  it  will  be  my  study  to 
preserve  peace,  and  to  cultivate  friendship  on  fair  and  honourable 
terms;  and  in  the  adjustment  of  any  differences  that  may  exist 
or  arise,  to  exhibit  the  forbearance  becoming  a  powerful  nation, 
rather  than  the  sensibilitij  belonging  to  a  gallant  people.'  Will 
any  one  in  his  sober  senses  say,  that  forbearance  is  less  belong- 
ing to  a  gallant  people,  than  it  is  becoming  to  a  powerful  nation, 
or  ih^i  sensibility  is  less  becoming  to  a  powerful  nation,  than  it 
is  belonging  to  a  gallant  people?  Is  not  this  specious  nonsense 
of  forced  antithesis,  rather  a  demagogue's  attempt  to  flatter  the 
vanity  of  the  assembled  multitude,  and  to  whet  the  appetites  of 
the  whole  nation  with  an  ardour  for  those  encounters,  which 
were  in  the  same  breath  more  than  half  insinuated  to  '■exist,''  or 
likely  to  '■ai'ise,''  and  which  he  afterwards  so  feverishly  challenged, 
in  utter  violation  of  this  pledge  of  forbearance,  equally  with  a 
compromitment  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  the 
deep  stain  of  which  can  never  be  expunged? 

5th.  Again,  he  says — 'In  such  measures  as  I  may  be  called 
on  to  pursue,  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  separate  states,  I  hope 
to  be  animated  by  a  proper  respect  for  those  sovereign  members 
of  our  union  ;  taking  care  not  to  confound  the  powers  they  have 
reserved  to  themselves,  with  those  they  have  granted  to  the  con- 
federacy.' It  would  actually  appear,  from  the  few  foregoing 
specimens  of  this  notable  inaugural,  that  General  Jackson  had 
taken  up  the  notion  that  all  the  operations  of  ihe  government  had 
got  wrong,  and  that  the  great  redeeming  crisis  had  arrived,  for 
him  to  restore  them  in  all  respects  to  their  proper  track.  And  to 
this  point  particularly,  oio. proper  respect  for  the  sovereign  mem- 
bers of  the  Union,  in  regard  to  their  reserved  rights,  et  cetera, 
who  will  say,  that  he  conformed  to  this  'proper  respect'  in  his 
memorable  proclamation,  and  force  bill? 

67/i.  In  the  next  place,  he  says — 'The  management  of  the 
public  revenue,'  and  so  on,  'will  demand  no  inconsiderable  share 
of  his  official  solicitude.  Under  every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be 
considered,  it  would  appear  that  advantage  must  result  from  the 
observance  of  a  strict  and  faithful  economy.  This  I  shall  aim  at 
the  more  anxiously,  both,  because  it  will  facilitate  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  national  debt;  and  because  it  will  counteract 
that  tendency  to  public  and  private  profligacu,  which  a  profuse 
expenditure  of  money  by  the  government  is  but  too  apt  to  engen- 
der. Powerful  auxiliaries  to  the  attainment  of  this  desirable 
end,  are  to  be  found  in  the  regulations  provided  by  the  wisdom 
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of  congress,  for  the  specific  appropriation  of  public  money,  and 
the  prompt  nocountahility  of  public  oficers?  Now  what  can  any- 
one make  of  all  this  flummery,  who  is  at  all  conversant  with 
what  has  been  passing  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  touching 
the  'profligacy'  herein  denounced,  which  has  increased  under  his 
administration,  from  $13,000,000  to  nearly  ltt!40,00o,000  a  year ! 
and  'that  prompt  accountability  of  public  oflicers,'  which  has 
proved  to  be  any  thing  else  than  true,  during  the  same  period,  by 
the  uncountable  and  enormous  defalcations  in  various  amounts, 
from  1,000  to  100,000,  and  even  beyond  1,000,000  of  dollars,* 
by  individual  oflicers  in  the  difl'erent  branches  of  the  public 
service. 

1th.  In  the  next  passage,  the  new  incumbent  is  eqnally  plau- 
sible in  his  professions,  as  in  those  that  precede  it.  He  says — 
'With  regard  to  a  proper  selection  of  the  subjects  of  import,  with 
a  view  to  revenue,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  spirit  of  equity, 
caution,  and  compromise,  in  which  the  constitution  was  formed, 
requires  that  the  great  interests  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  should  be  equally  favoured,  and  that  perhaps  the 
only  exception  to  this  rule  should  consist  in  the  peculiar  encour- 
agement of  any  products  of  either  of  them  that  may  be  found 
essential  to  our  national  independence.'  It  would  be  a  curious 
as  well  as  a  perplexing  inquiry,  which  I  shall  leave  to  the  lovers 
of  vexed  questions,  to  ascertain  how  far  these  great  interests  have 
been  advanced  by  the  general  policy  of  Jackson's  administration; 
and  which  of  the  products  of  either  have  received  peculiar 
encouragement,  as  essential  to  our  national  independence,  from 
his  felicitous  actions  on  the  currency?  or  rather  have  they  not 
all  received  a  shock  that  will  affect  them  injuriously  for  twenty 
years  to  come. 

Wi.  Again  he  says — 'Considering  standing  armies  dangerous 
to  free  governments,  in  time  of  peace,  I  shall  not  seek  to  enlarge 
our  present  establishment,  nor  to  disregard  that  salutary  lesson 
of  political  experience  which  teaches  that  the  military  should 
be  held  subordinate  to  the  civil  power.'  It  was  quite  appropriate 
for  General  Jackson  to  acknowledge  his  experience  in  this  line, 
when  he  locked  up  the  legislative  hall,  suspended  civil  govern- 
ment, and  proclaimed  martial  law  in  New  Orleans;  if  we  may  be 
permitted  so  to  construe  the  latter  part  of  this  passage.  But 
that  I  doubt.  He  only  meant  there  to  recite  a  mere  common 
place  in  relation  to  the  military,  that  tickles  the  ear  of  a  republi- 
can people.  It  certainly  does  not  comport  any  more  with  his 
former  practice  than  the  former  part  of  the  same  passage  corres- 
ponds with  his  subsequent  performances,  or  those  ol  \\\^  political 
pet^  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  so  greatly  increasing  the  then  military 
establishment  as  to  amount  at  this  moment  to  nearly  double  what 

*  One  million  and  a  quarter,  i3  the  reported  defalcation  of  the  late  collector  of 
the  port  of  New  York,  Samuel  Svvartwout.  This  list  will  be  given  in  its  proper 
place  hereafter. 
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it  was,  and,  by  the  increase  of  pay,  is  fully  double  its  former 
cost  to  the  government — leaving  entirely  out  of  consideration 
the  three  millions  of  dollars  he  requested  of  congress  further  to 
enlarge  our  military  preparations  when  he  was  indulging  in  his 
bravado  towards  France.  I  will  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  judge 
how  far  these  several  enlargements  of  our  military  establishment 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  go  to  infringe  this  aphorism 
expressed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  sixth  annual  message,  that 
'were  armies  to  be  raised  whene\'er  a  speck  of  war  is  visible  in 
our  horizon,  we  never  should  have  been  without  them' — or  of 
the  following,  expressed  in  his  first  annual,  and  frequently 
repeated,  in  effect,  afterwards,  viz. — that  'for  defence  against 
invasion  [an  army  on  our  establishment]  is  nothing;  nor  is  it 
conceived  needful  or  safe  that  a  standing  army  should  be  kept 
up  in  time  of  peace  for  thai  purpose:  uncertain  as  we  must 
ever  be  of  the  particular  point  in  our  circumference  where  an 
enemy  may  choose  to  invade  us,  the  only  force  which  can  be 
ready  at  every  point,  and  competent  to  oppose  them,  is  the  body 
of  neighbouring  citizens,  as  formed  into  a  militia.''  In  this 
latter  sentiment  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  favour  of  an  organization  of 
the  militia,  first  recommended  by  General  Washington,  and 
repeated  in  almost  every  presidential  message  since  his  time. 
General  Jackson  puts  on  the  air  of  concurrence,  thus: — 'But  the 
bulwark  of  our  defence  is,  the  national  militia,  which,  in  the 
present  state  of  our  intelligence  and  population  must  render  us 
invincible.'  Yet  this  recommendation  seems  to  have  become  a 
mere  by-word,  as  no  system  has  been  devised  or  put  in  practice 
to  this  day.  Is  this  deficiency  to  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  that 
zeal  to  effect  this  object  which  has  been  so  pertinaciously  pressed 
in  other  respects  by  this  dynasty,  or  is  it  owing  to  a  countervail- 
ing influence  of  the  army  officers*  over  the  actions  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  the  legislation  of  congress,  lest  their  profession  should 
be  substituted  and  superseded  by  a  well-organized  militia. 

9th.  This  proposition  of  organizing  the  militia,  is  indeed  well 
sustained  by  the  problem  thus  immediately  after  expressed — 'As 

*  Influente  of  the  army  officers. — I  know  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  major 
generai  commanding  in  chief,  that  the  preservation  of  the  Union  by  an  adequate 
centripetal  force  to  counteract  the  centrifugal  tendencies  of  the  states,  mainly 
depends  on  a  foreign  war  to  be  waged  within  the  period  of  every  twenty  years. 
Though  no  satisfactory  argument  presents  itself  to  my  mind  to  sustain  this  military 
conception  as  a  guarantee  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  I  think  it  but  fair  to  promote 
all  the  advantage  to  our  country,  or  even  conjointly  to  the  army,  which  that 
distinguished  officer  could  desire  in  these  respects,  by  affording  my  aid  in  promul- 
gating the  sentiment.  But  it  rather  appears  to  me  in  the  lieht  of  a  recommendation 
or  its  equivalent,  to  consolidate  and  merge  the  sub-sovereignties  of  the  states,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  Union.  I  shall  be  excused  for  expressing  at  the  same  time, 
my  ardent  wish  that  we  shall  never  be  reduced  to  such  straights  as  to  find  it 
politic  to  abandon  the  benefits  and  checks  of  the  municipal  sub-sovereignties  by 
CONSOLIDATION,  ifi  Order  to  preserve  the  paramount  national  sovereignty,  in  its 
wholesome  and  qualified  sway. 

Was  General  Jackson  also'inspired  with  this  precious  conception,  this  deliberate 
super-patriotic  sentiment,  when,  just  twenty  years  after  the  late  war  with  England, 
he  was  so  sedulously  provoking  a  war  with  France  ? 
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long  as  onr  government  is  administered  for  the  good  of  the  people, 
and  is  regulated  by  their  will;  as  long  as  it  secures  to  us  the 
rights  of  person  and  property,  liberty  of  conscience,  and  of  the 
press,  it  will  be  worth  defending;  and  so  long  as  it  is  worth 
defending,  a  patriotic  militia  will  cover  it  with  an  impenetrable 
a3gis.'  Is  it  then  because  we  despair  of  having  the  government 
administered  upon  these  sterling  principles,  that  nothing  has 
been  done  for  the  militia;  and  that  to  sustain  the  government  in 
peculations  upon  the  people,  it  has  been  tliought  best  to  keep  up 
and  continually  augment  a  standing  army,  as  the  symbol  of 
executive  strength,  to  substitute  their  want  of  strength  in  the 
affections  of  the  people  on  any  special  occasion?  Yet,  that  this 
problem  of  administration  for  the  good  of  the  people  upon  the 
precious  principles  thus  arrayed  in  wordy  professions,  has  been 
utterly  falsified  by  the  subsequent  practice  of  the  professing 
dynasty,  in  every  particular,  is  undeniable,  as  shall  in  its  proper 
place  hereafter  be  made  fully  to  appear. 

lOtli.  I  am  glad  to  perceive  that  these  captivating  professions  of 
the  inaugural  begin  to  draw  to  a  close,  not  because  they  are  disa- 
greeable to  the  ear,  while  the  lamp  of  promise  'held  oat  to  burn.' 
But  to  recount  them  one  by  one,  to  show  in  bold  contrast  what 
their  fruition  has  been,  is  the  most  disheartening  tour  of  duty  I 
ever  undertook.  The  extreme  contrast  of  the  following,  with 
the  practice,  is  the  more  remarkable  on  account  of  the  emphatic 
manner  witli»  which  General  Jackson  declared, — 'It  will  be  my 
SINCERE  and  constant  desire  to  observe  tov/ards  the  Indian  tribes 
within  our  limits,  a  just  and  liberal  policy  ;  -  and  to  give  that 
humane  and  considerate  attention  to  their  rights  and  their  wants, 

*  A  JUST  AND  LIBERAL  POLICY. — And  what  vvas  that  policy?  Take  it  here,  from 
the  last  annual  message  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  like  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  presidential  message,  before  and  since,  till  the  time  of  Jacksonism.  'With 
our  Indian  neighbours  the  public  peace  has  been  steadily  maintained.  Some 
instances  of  individual  wrong  have,  as  at  other  times  taken  place,  but  in  no  wise 
implicating  the  will  of  the  nation.  Beyond  the  Mississippi,  the  loways,  the  Sacs, 
and  the  Alabamas,  have  delivered  up  for  trial  and  punishment  individuals  from 
among  themselves,  accused  of  murdering  citizens  of  the  United  States.  On  this  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  the  Creeks,  are  exerting  themselves  to  arrest  offenders  of  the 
same  kind;  and  the  Choctaws  have  manifested  their  readiness  and  desire  for  amica- 
ble and  just  arrangements  respecting  depredations  committed  by  disorderly  persons 
of  their  tribe.  And,  generally, //-o??!  a  conviction  that  we  consider  them  a  part  of  our- 
selves, and  cherish  ivith  sincerity  'their  rights  and  interests,  the  attachment  of  the  Indian 
tribes  is  gaining  strength  daily,  is  extending  from  the  nearer  to  the  more  remote,  and 
will  amply  requite  us  for  the  Justice  and  friendship  practised  towards  them.  Hus- 
bandry and  household  manufacture  are  advancing  among  them,  (more  rapidly  with 
the  southern  than  northern  tribes,  from  circumstances  of  soil  and  climate;  and  one 
of  the  two  great  divisions  of  the  Cherokee  nation  have  now  under  consideration,  to 
solicit  the  citizenship  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  identified  with  us  in  laws  aiid  gov- 
ernment, in  such  progressive  manner  us  ice  shall  think  best. 

That  this  policy  vvas  not  persevered  in  and  matured,  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  in 
my  poor  judgment.  The  early  adoption  of  it,  among  the  South  American  and  tlie 
Mexican  States,  ha,s  been  productive  of  the  happiest  consequences  to  the  aborigines 
as  well  as  to  the  transplanted  population  from  Europe.  Their  Indian  descendants 
constitute  a  full  moiety  of  their  present  population,  and  in  some  instances  greatly 
exceed  that  proportion ;  and  they  participate  equally  with  the  European  descendants, 
in  the  benefits  of  civilization  and  in  the  functions  of  government. 
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which  are  consistent  with  th^  hahits  of  our  government  and  the 
feelings  of  our  people.'  Whether  General  Jackson  meant  any 
inuendo  in  this  captivating  profession,  and  would  extenuate  its 
failure  in  the  conspicuous  instances  that  are  now  notorious,  by 
alleging  the  unjust  and  cruel  practices  of  many  of  the  officers  of 
government  and  predatory  citizens  towards  those  unfortunate 
beings,  is  surely  not  probable.  But  that  every  cruelty  and  in- 
justice practised  towards  them  heretofore  by  the  more  unworthy 
portion  of  our  officers  and  citizens  having  transactions  with  them 
or  intruding  upon  them,  which  has  been  so  justly  and  frequent- 
ly complained  of  by  former  administrations  in  connection  with 
efforts  to  correct  the  same,  has  been  greatly  aggravated  in  every 
sense  of  the  term  under  this  dynasty,  is  so  notoriously  true,  as 
hardly  to  need  the  details  that  will  be  hereafter  given,  to  estab- 
lish it.  Though  rather  out  of  place  here,  I  will  barely  advert  to 
the  part  that  General  Jackson  took,  in  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
his  first  annual  message,  to  abandon  that  very  policy  of  our  go- 
vernment towards  the  tribes  within  our  borders,  here  so  much 
praised  by  him.  In  that  message  he  recommended  their  trans- 
portation beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  out  of  the  control  of  the 
United  States;  and  has  taken  the  most  precipitous  measures  to 
effect  that  object,  pei'  fas  aut  nefas,  before  his  administration 
should  expire — which  the  fraudulent  treaties,  and  unjust  exac- 
tions, under  the  dictatorial  force  of  arms,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
conciliatory  and  pacific  means  becoming  a  great  and  magnani- 
mous nation,  have  baffled  beyond  his  most  sanguine  calculations, 
and  have  cost  the  country  more,  in  money,  besides  the  choicest 
blood  of  her  citizens,  in  the  single  peninsula  of  East  Florida, 
than  the  original  purchase  of  the  whole  of  that  extensive  territory, 
from  the  Spanish  governiftent.*  It  is  but  too  obvious  to  all  re- 
flecting minds,  that  this  policy  of  throwing  these  tribes  into  the 
great  forests  and  prairies  of  the  south-west,  will  be  attended  with 
uncountable  future  evils  both  to  them  and  to  the  United  States ; 
among  which  I  can  safely  set  down  the  total  loss,  to  them,  of  all 
the  advances  they  have  made  in  the  arts  of  civilization,  conse- 
quent to  their  restoration  to  the  hunter  and  savage  state,  involv- 
ing their  ultimate  and  complete  extinction.  Or,  should  that  not 
occur  in  its  full  extent,  but  civilization  should  still  partially 
advance  among  them,  we  shall  plant  a  formidable  enemy  or  our 
western  borders,  who  will  ever  be  more  difficult  to  be  reconciled 
to  us  than  while  they  were  within  our  limits,  and  will  conse- 
quently render  a  large  standing  force  always  necessary  to  garrison 
and  promenade  that  quarter.f     It  surely  would  have  comported 

*  The  oris|;inal  purchase  of  Florida  cost  f5,000,000.  The  war  waged  on  the  Indians 
of  that  territory  has  already  exceeded  four-fold  that  sum,  being  over  ^20,000,000 ; 
and. average  $40,000,000,  before  the  savage  enterprise  is  at  an  end. 

t  A  LARGE  STANDING  FORCE  ALWAYS  NECESSARY  TO  GARRISON  AND  PROME- 
NADE THAT  QUARTER. — Among  the  undesirable  contingencies  that  have  already 
arisen  out  of  this  new  policy  of  Indian  removals  and  inde"pendent  establishment  on 
our  western  frontier,  are,  the  increase  of  the  army  before  alluded  to,  and  the  enor- 
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better  with  our  previous  policy  'of  considering  them  as  a  part  of 
ourselves,'  as  well  as  with  the  dictates  of  humanity,  to  have  given 
them  the  money,  and  have  instructed  them  in  the  civil  applications 
of  it,  than  to  iiave  instituted  and  provoked  a  systematic  and 
reciprocal  slaughter  of  men,  women,  and  children,  with  the 
devastations  of  lire  and  plunder. 

llt/i.  But  as  these  pledges  approach  to  a  close,  they  involve 
subjects  of  greater  moment,  and  consequently  the  defection  of 
their  performance  is  the  more  striking  and  disastrous.  The 
following  passage  in  fact  reiterates  indirectly  the  assurance  of 
doing  correctly  all  that  was  previously  promised  by  its  pledge  to 
reform  all  that  has  been  wrongfully  done, —  viz:  'The  recent 
demonstration  of  public  sentiment  inscribes  on  the  list  of  execu- 
tive duties,  in  characters  too  legible  to  be  overlooked,  the  tusk  of 
reform;  which  will  require,  particularly  the  correction  of  those 
abuses  that  have  brought  the  patronage  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  the  counter- 
action of  those  causes  which  have  disturbed  the  rightful  course 
of  appointment,  and  have  placed,  or  continued  power,  in  unfaith- 
ful or  incompetent  hands.'  Here  we  have  an  insiduous  side 
glance  at  the  ground  that  had  been  so  artfully,  so  disingenuously 
I  might  say  of  those  who  knew  better,  and  but  too  successfully 
taken,  by  his  electioneering  partisans  against  his  immediate  pre- 
decessor, upon  the  score  of  alleged  extravagant  expenditures, 
abuses  of  executive  patronage  by  its  interference  in  elections, 
abuses  of  the  appointing  power,  and  so  on — all  of  which,  however 
true  they  may  have  been  to  a  certain  degree  in  that  adminis- 
tration, have,  most  unquestionably,  been  aggravated  to  a  most 

mous  enhancement  of  expense  to  the  countiy — in  relation  to  whicli,  it  will  be 
appropriate  here,  by  way  of  special  note,  to  state,  that  of  the  two  regiments  of 
dragoons  created  in  quick  succession  by  General  Jackson's  administration,  chiefly 
for  the  protection  of  the  western  borders,  the  organization  and  equipment  of  the  2d 
regiment,  for  the  first  year,  so  far  only  as  the  supplies  of  the  commissary-general  of 
purchases  go,  exceeded  the  sum  of  110,000  dollars;  while  that  of  the  1st  regiment, 
for  the  like  use  and  period  of  time,  was  but  a  fraction  over  30,000  dollars,  bein^ 
nearly  the  ratio  of  four  to  one.  It  is  also  a  peculiar  circumstance  connected  with 
this  identical  branch  of  expense,  that  the  Colonel  and  new  appointee  of  General 
Jackson  to  the  command  of  this  extravagant  2d  regiment,  during  its  organization 
made  a  serious  or  jocular  inquiry  of  an  officer  connected  with  the  department  of 
the  commissary-general  of  purchases,  whether  it  alfbrded  any  good  oppoHunilies  of 
thievage  ?  The  answer  was,  with  all  the  airs  of  inuendo,  neither  in  the  negative, 
nor  yet  emphatically  in  the  affirmative.  This  circumstance  is  the  more  worthy  of 
remark,  however,  as  it  indicates  somewhat  the  sang  froid  with  which  some  men  can 
permit  themselves  to  speak,  hypothetically  perhaps,  of  criminal  acts  connected  even 
with  their  own  responsibilities.  Why  110,000  dollars  in  one  branch  of  supplies 
should  be  required  for  that  regiment,  while  30,000  were  sufficient  for  a  like  regiment 
under  the  same  circumstances,  the  parties  concerned  can  probably  better  answer 
than  myself.  But  I  must  say  here,  not  merely  in  justice  to  the  commissary-general 
of  purchases,  whose  integrity  would  seem  to  be  implicated  by  the  propounder  of  the 
above  question,  but  also  to  his  great  credit,  that  he  made  very  urgent  complaints  to 
the  war  department,  of  the  excessive  demands  of  the  Colonel  of  the  2d  ret^iment, 
while  they  were  thus  swelling  in  enormity.  I  know,  too,  that  such  ideas  of 
THIEVAGE  are  comparatively  trifling,  and  dwindle  into  nothing,  when  contrasted 
with  the  late  demonstrations  of  the  same  kind  in  the  French  army.  But  it  is 
generally  considered  to  be  our  duty  to  profit  in  a  different  way,  by  such  examples. 
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frightful  extent,  and  in  some  of  them  more  than  a  hundred  fold, 
flagrant  and  daring,  by  his  all-promising,  non-performing,  admi- 
nistration. But  suffice  it  here,  thus  briefly  to  speak  of  those 
enormities  in  the  gross. 

\^th.  And  as  to  the  quo  modo,  he  tells  his  duped  fellow-citizens 
in  multitudes  then  assembled  to  gulp  down  these  melhfluent 
words,  that — 'In  the  performance  of  a  task  thus  generally 
delineated,  I  shall  endeavour  to  select  men  whose  dihgence  and 
talents  will  insure  in  their  respective  stations,  able  and  faiihful 
co-operation — depending,  for  the  advancement  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, more  on  the  integrity  and  zeal  of  the  public  officers  than 
on  their  numbers.'  Now  where  is  the  man  who  does  not  remem- 
ber how  the  whole  nation  was  mortified  and  disappointed  at  two 
or  more  of  his  selections  for  his  cabinet  ministers,  as  falling  far 
short  of  this  rule  for  talents  in  t!ie  outset,  and  for  other  proper 
qualifications,  as  the  sequel  proved  ?  Where  is  the  man  who 
does  not  now  know,  ihat  the  insinuation  here  hinted,  at  a  propo- 
sed diminution  of  the  numbers,  has  eventuated  in  a  wasteful 
increase  of  public  officers ;  who,  in  a  vast  multitude  of  instances 
have  been  entirely  deficient  in  integrity,  or  zeal,  except  for  their 
own  emolument  by  practising  the  most  shocking  frauds  upon  the 
treasury?  Where  is  the  honest  citizen  who  does  not  know,  and 
grieve  at  the  humiliating  truth,  that  the  integrity  of  the  public 
service  has  been  substituted  and  superseded  by  defalcations,  so 
unblushing  as  to  be  considered  rather  a  mark  of  merit  for  the 
contimiance  or  renewal  of  executive  appointment,  (of  which 
latter  many  instances  have  occurred,)  than  even  a  sufficient 
cause  for  public  odium — such  being  to  a  great  degree  the  prostra- 
tion of  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  before  the  accredited 
and  countenanced  public  defaulter  in  the  eye  of  the  present 
dynasty.  And  yet  the  equally  well  known  apology,  in  part,  is  to 
keep  peace  with  men  of  influence  in  certain  sections,  in  order  Ho 
perpetuate  power''  in  both  'unfaithful  and  incompetent  hands' 
just  before  denounced  as  abhorrent  to  his  deep  convictions  of 
public  duty.  The  profligate  gambling  in  the  vast  number  of 
appointments  conferred  on  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  out  of  all 
proportion  to  her  equitable  claims,  can  only  be  accounted  for  on 
the  principle  of  her  position,  as  the  great  keystone  of  our  magni- 
ficent federal  arch,  whose  pillars,  viewed  in  their  function  of 
giving  political  support  to  the  Executive,  must  tumble  into  ruin 
as  to  them,  so  soon  as  that  keystone  should  become  loosened 
from  its  adhesions. 
■  IZth.  And  now,  in  conclusion,  even  lindrew  Jackson  conde- 
scends to  wind  up  his  captivating  and  very  promising  inaugural, 
by  the  use  of  a  forced  expression  of  diffidence,  which  all  the 
while,  had  been  more  wanting  in  observance  tlian  its  adverse 
quality  of  confident  boldness,  and  says — 'A  diffidence,  joerAa/?5 
too  just  [and  that's  no  diffidence  at  all]  in  his  own  qualifications, 
will  teach  hira  to  look  with  reverence  to  the  examples  of  public 
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virtue  left  by  my  illustrious  predecessors,  and  with  veneration  to 
the  lights  that  How  from  the  mind  that  founded,  and  the  mind 
that  reformed  our  system.  That  same  dillidence  induces  me  to 
hope  for  instruction  and  aid  from  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
government,  and  for  the  indulgence  and  sup[)ort  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  generally.'  If  it  were  possible.  General  Jackson's  subse- 
quent course  has  demonstrated  more  insincerity  in  the  profes- 
sions just  recited,  than  he  has  in  the  rest.  In  the  first  place  he 
showed  reverence  for  the  exaniples  of  his  illustrious  predecessors 
in  nothing  that  he  did,  except  in  the  reiteration  of  the  same  pro- 
fessions which  he  as  constantly  violated.*      His  profession  of 

*  Professions  which  he  as  constantly  violated. — I  cannot  forego,  though 
not  strictly  in  place  here,  to  give  in  the  form  of  note,  one  signal  instance  of  that 
profound  contempt  for  the  precedents  of  his  predecessors,  of  judicial  decisions,  or  of 
the  opinions  of  his  coeval  co-ordinate  authorities  and  constitutional  advisers,  which 
so  eminently  distinguislied  all  the  official  actions  of  General  Jackson,  whenever 
they  stood  in  the  way  of  his  own  preconceived  malign  wilfulness.  In  iiis  veto  of 
the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  dated  July  the  10th,  1832, 
in  the  course  of  a  long  and  vapid  argument,  which  characterizes  all  his  state  papers, 
he  says — 'If  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  covered  the  whole  ground  of  this  act, 
it  ought  not  to  control  the  co-ordinate  authorities  of  this  govenunent.  The  Con- 
gress, the  Executive,  and  the  Court,  must  each  for  itself  be  guided  by  its  own 
opinion  of  the  constitution.  Each  public  officer,  who  takes  an  oath  to  support  the 
constitution,  swears  that  he  will  support  it  as  he  understands  it,  and  not  as  it  is 
undeistood  by  others.  It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  Senate,  and  of  the  President  to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of  any  bill  or 
resolution  which  may  be  presented  to  them  for  passage  or  approval,  as  it  is  of  the 
Supreme  Judges,  when  it  may  be  brought  before  them  for  judicial  decision.  The 
opinion  of  (he  judges  has  no  more  authority  over  Congress,  than  the  opinion  of  Congress 
has  over  the  judges ;  and  on  that  point,  the  President  is  independent  of  both. 
The  authority  of  the  Supreme  court  must  not,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  control 
the  Congress  or  the  Executive,  when  acting  in  their  legislative  capacities,  but 
to  have  only  such  influence  as  the  force  of  their  reasoning  may  deserve.'  Now  even 
this  last,  this  small  admission  would  be  of  some  account,  if  this  iaimaculate  did 
not  assume  the  force  of  his  own  powerful  reasoning  to  be  above  all  appeal.  Such 
doctrines  would  keep  the  government  always  on  the  new  start  with  every  new 
president,  nay,  with  every  day  in  every  new  year,  particularly  when  a  Phaeton  mounts 
the  chariot  of  Phoebus.  But  only  contrast  it  for  a  moment,  with  the  previous  exam- 
ple and  declarations  of  Mr.  Madison,  before  him,  on  the  same  subject.  He  says — 
'The  case  in  question  has  its  true  analogy  in  the  obligation  arising  from  judicial 
expositions  of  the  law  on  succeeding  judges  ;  the  constitution  being  a  law  of  the 
legislator,  as  the  law  is  a  rule  of  decision  to  the  judge.  And  why  are  judicial 
precedents  when  formed  on  due  discussion  and  consideration,  and  deliberately 
sanctioned  by  reviews  and  repetitions,  regarded  as  of  binding  influence,  or  rather  of 
authoritative  force,  in  s,:'ttling  the  meaning  of  a  law.'  It  must  be  answered  ;  \st. 
Because  it  is  a  reasonable  and  established  axiom,  that  the  good  of  society  requires  that 
the  rules  of  conduct  of  its  members  should  be  certain  and  knou-n,  which  would  not  be 
the  case,  if  any  judge,  disregarding  the  decisions  of  his  predecessors,  should  vary  the  law 
according  to  his  individual  interpretation  of  it.  Misera  est  servitus  ubi  jus  est  aut 
vagum  aut  incognitum.  2d.  Because  an  exposition  of  the  law  publicly  made,  and 
repeatedly  confirmed  by  the  constituted  authority,  carries  with  it  by  fair  inference,  the 
sanction  of  those,  who,  having  made  the  law,  through  the  legislative  organ,  appear  un- 
der such  circumstances  to  have  determined  its  meaning  through  their  judiciary  organ. 

'Can  it  be  of  less  consequence  that  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  should  he  fixed 
and  known,  than  that  the  meaning  of  a  law  should  be  so.'  Can,  indeed,  a  law  be 
fixed  in  its  meaning  and  its  operation,  unless  the  constitution  be  so.'  On  the  con- 
trary, if  a  particular  legislature,  differing  in  the  construction  of  the  constitution,  from 
a  series  of  preceding  constrnction.s,  proceed  to  act  on  that  ditlerence,  they  not  only 
introduce  uncertainly  and  instability  in  the  constitution,  but  in  the  laws  themselves  : 
inasmuch  as  all  laws  preceding  the  new  construction  and  inconsistent  with  it,  are 

10 
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veneration  for  the  lights  that  flow  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  mind,  is 
particularly  unhappy,  in  regard  to  the  Indian  policy ;  the  foster- 
ing of  oflicial  interferences  in  the  elective  franchise  ;  in  the  daring 
infractions  of  the  constitution  and  laws;  and  the  prostitution  of 
official  patronage  generally.  And  as  to  his  expression  of  hope 
for  instruction  and  aid  from  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
government,  every  body  knows  that  he  commenced  a  direct  and 
violent  quarrel  with  the  senate,  in  quality  of  his  constitutional 
advisers  too,  at  the  outset  of  his  administration,  which  he  con- 
tinued with  more  or  less  fury  throughout  his  term ;  except 
towards  the  latter  part  of  it  when  he  had  subdued  it  to  his  views 
by  gambling  in  appointments  opportunely  conferred  on  citizens 
of  certain  states  to  gain  their  senatorial  adhesion ;  and  then  he 
turned  his  fury  upon  the  reform  committees  of  investigation  in 
the  other  co-ordinate  branch  of  Congress,  holding  himself  and 
his  ofiicers  to  be  above  the  inquiry  of  Congress.  Also,  his  pro- 
found contempt  for  that  other  co-ordinate  branch  of  Judiciary, 
has  been  demonstrated  by  himself  and  his  successor  in  a  variety 
of  ways,  both  before  and  after  they  attained  to  the  high  honours 
of  the  presidency  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  make  a  single  remark  on  the 
parity  of  feature  that  stamps  Mr.  Van  Buren's  inaugural.  Be- 
sides being  inflated  to  three  times  the  volume  of  most  of  those 
that  preceded  it,  we  have  every  trait  of  insincerity  just  passed 

not  only  annulled  for  the  fntnre,  but  are  virtually  pronounced  nullities  from  the 
beginning.  But  it  is  said,  that  a  legislator  having  sworn  to  support  the  constitution, 
must  support  it  in  his  own  construction  of  it,  however  different  from  that  put  on  it  by 
his  predecessors,  or  whatever  be  the  consequence  of  the  construction.  And  is  not  the 
judge  under  the  same  oath  to  support  the  law?  Yet  has  it  ever  been  supposed  that 
he  was  required,  or  at  liberty  to  disregard  all  precedents,  however  solemnly  repeated 
and  regularly  observed ;  and  by  giving  effect  to  his  own  abstract  and  individual 
opinions,  to  disturb  the  established  course  of  practice  in  the  business  of  the  commu- 
nity ?  Has  the  wisest  and  most  conscientious  judge  ever  scrupled  to  acquiesce  in 
decisions  in  which  he  has  been  overruled  by  the  matured  opinions  of  the  majority  of 
his  colleagues  ;  and  subsequently  to  conform  himself  thereto,  as  to  the  authoritative 
expositions  of  the  law  ?  And  is  it  not  reasonable  that  the  same  view  of  the  official 
oath  should  be  taken  by  a  legislator  acting  under  the  constitution  which  is  his  guide, 
as  is  taken  by  a  judge  acting  under  the  law,  which  is  his  [guide]  ?  There  is  in  fact, 
and  in  common  understanding,  a  necessity  of  regarding  a  course  of  practice  as  above 
characterised,  in  the  light  oi'  a  legal  rule  of  interpreting  a  law  ;  and  there  is  a  like 
necessity  of  considering  it  a  constitutional  rule  of  interpreting  a  constitution. 

'It  was  in  conformity  with  the  view  here  taken,  of  the  respect  due  to  deliberate  and 
reiterated  precedents,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  though  on  the  original  ques- 
tion held  to  be  unconstitutional,  received  the  executive  signature  [his  own]  in  the  year 
1817.  The  act  of  originally  establishing  a  bank,  had  undergone  ample  discussion  in 
its  passage  through  the  several  branches  of  the  government.  It  had  been  carried 
into  execution  throughout  a  period  of  twenty  years,  with  annual  legislative  recogni- 
tions ;  in  one  instance,  indeed,  with  a  positive  ramification  of  it  into  a  new  state, 
and  with  tlie  entire  acquiescence  of  all  the  local  authorities,  as  well  as  of  the  nation 
at  large ;  to  all  of  which  may  be  added,  a  decreasing  prospect  of  any  change  in  the 
public  opinion,  adverse  to  the  constitutionality  of  such  an  institution.  A  veto  from 
THE  Executive  under  these  circvi>istanci:s,  with  an  admission  of  the  expediency 
and  almost  necessity  of  the  measure,  would  have  been  a  defiance  of  all  the 
obligations  derived  from  a  course  of  precedents  amounting  to  the 
requisite  evidence  of  the  national  judgment  and  intention.' — see 
Niles'  National  Register,  vol.  43.  page  136. 


Chap.  I.]  JACKSONIAN    DIPLOMACY.  71 

under  review,  flickering  in  gaudy  colours  through  every  Hne  of 
it.  Take  these  few  words  as  a  sample  of  the  rest,  and  contrast 
them  with  the  facts  then  existing,  and  the  calamities  that  have 
rapidly  sprung  up  since,  with  his  contemptuous  disregard  of  the 
popular  sentiment  expressed  by  their  immediate  representatives 
in  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  govenmient,  in  five  times  rejecting 
a  proposition,  which  he  nevertheless  as  pertinaciously  pressed 
upon  them,  to  enhance  the  executive  patronage  and  power,  with 
its  obvious  tendency  to  subvert  the  government  of  the  people. 
In  his  commencement,  he  says,  'I  should  not  dare  to  enter  upon 
my  path  of  duty,  did  I  not  look  for  the  generous  aid  of  those 
who  will  be  associated  with  me  in  the  various  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  government;  did  I  not  repose  with  unwavering 
reliance  on  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  and  the  kindness  of 
the  people,  u-ho  never  yet  deserted  a  public  servant^  honestly 
labouring  in  their  cause  :''  and  so  on.  Again — 'Abroad  we  enjoy 
the  respect,  and  with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  friendship  of 
every  nation ;  at  home,  while  our  government  quietly,  but  effi- 
ciently, performs  the  sole  legitimate  end  of  political  institutions, 
in  doing  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  we  jiresent  an 
aggregate  of  human  prosperity  surely  not  elsewhere  to  be  found.' 
This  sentiment  so  far  from  l)eing  legitimate,  is  factious,  anarchi- 
cal, agrarian,  revolutionizing  in  its  conception,  in  its  spirit,  and 
in  its  consequent  hasty  tendency — a  sentiment,  expressed  too  in 
this  place,  by  way  of  impugnment,  defiance,  and  reproach,  of 
the  very  contrary  sentiments  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  like  manner 
declared  and  inculcated  in  the  beginning  of  his  first  inaugural, 
viz ;  'AH  will  bear  in  mind  this  sacred  principle,  that  though  the 
will  of  the  majority  is  in  all  cases  to  prevail,  that  will,  to  be 
rightful,  must  be  reasonable;  that  the  minority  possess  their  equal 
rights,  which  equal  laws  must  protect,  and  to  violate  would  be 
oppression.''  *  *  *'We  are  all  federalists  :  we  are  all  republicans.' 
And  shall  presidents'  inaugural  addresses,  after  the  examples 
of  Jackson  and  Van  Buren,  consist,  hereafter,  of  a  mass  of  plau- 
sible abstractions  and  captivating  professiorjs,  not  imposing  any 
obligation  on  the  future  performances  of  the  incumbent,  except 
when  he  may  dare  to  interpolate  the  most  insidious  revolu- 
tionizing doctrines,  to  extenuate  and  prepossess  the  deliberate 
malign  purposes  nearest  his  heart! 
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CHAPTER  II. 

The  same  subject  continued. 

In  passing  now  to  a  review  of  General  Jackson's  first 
annual  Message,  1  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  relieving  myself 
and  the  reader  of  any  notice  of  many  of  its  details — which  are 
but  repetitions  of  the  like  suggestions  in  his  inaugural,  with 
protracted  declamation  and  quasi  arguments,  urging  their  adop- 
tion by  Congress.  I  shall  theref  )re  only  notice  in  as  brief  a 
manner  as  possible,  those  further  evidences  of  his  disingenous- 
ness  towards  his  predecessors  and  his  co-ordinate  authorities, 
which  belie  his  concluding  inaugural  professions  of  'reverence' 
and  'veneration'  for  the  'lights  and  examples'  of  the  one,  and  the 
'aid  and  instruction'  of  the  other.  I  shall  then  take  up  a  like 
brief  sketch  of  the  duplicity  of  his  foreign  diplomacy,  preparatory 
to  entering  upon  the  more  detailed  demonstrations  of  the  same 
trait,  in  his  diplomacy  towards  Mexico,  connected  with  the 
original  Burr  co7ispiracy ,  revived  in  that  of  his  pupil  and  protege 
Samuel  Houston. 

\st,  In  declaring  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  urgent  of  his  duties, 
to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  amending 
that  part  of  the  constitution  which  relates  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  he  embraces  this  early  occasion  to 
reiterate  the  insinuations  against  the  election  of  his  predecessor 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  fulfil  the  pledge  given 
at  the  same  time,  in  concluding  his  inaugural,  to  counteract 
those  causes  which  have  disturbed  the  rightful  course  of  appoint- 
ment^ and  have  placed  power  in  w  faithful  or  incompetent  hands. 
Among  other  arguments  by  which  he  advocates  the  amendment 
he  proposes,  he  states,  'That  the  number  of  aspirants  to  the 
presidency,  and  the  diversity  of  interests  which  may  influence 
their  claims,  leave  little  reason  to  expect  a  choice  in  the  first 
instance  [by  the  people] :  and  in  that  event  the  election  must 
devolve  on  the  House  of  Representaiives,  where,  it  is  obvious, 
the  will  of  the  people  may  not  be  always  ascertained  :  or  if 
ascertained,  may  not  be  regarded.' — 'Honours  and  offices  are  at 
the  disposal  of  the  successful  candidate.  Repeated  ballotting 
may  make  it  apparent  that  a  single  individual  holds  the  cast  in 
his  hands.  3Iai/  he  not  be  tempted  to  name  his  rewardV  Will 
any  magnanimous  or  liberal  mind,  say,  that  such  insinuations 
are  not  unworthy  of  the  dignified  station  from  whence  they  are 
hurled,  implicating  the  integrity  of  members  of  the  body  to 
whom  they  were  addressed,  and  the  purity  of  the  motives  of  his 
predecessor  in  making  his  appointments.  Such  I  well  remember, 
was  the  tone  of  the  party  newspapers  of  the  day ;  but  however 
exceptionable  the  appearances  connected  with  that  election  may 
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have  been,  no  one  will  say  that  it  was  becoming  a  president  of 
the  United  States  to  incorporate  such  insinuations  in  such  a  state 
paper  as  an  annual  message,  without  proof.  The  amendment  he 
proposed,  to  remove  all  intermediate  agency  in  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  by  the  people,  though  a  good  one 
has  never  been  adopted:  and  whether  he  esteems  that  as  a  justi- 
fication of  his  own  practice  thereafter,  I  will  not  here  enter  into 
the  evidences  of  his  familiarity  with  the  distribution  of  similar 
political  reivards  on  subsequent  occasions. 

'■Id.  He  adds, — 'In  connection  with  such  an  amendment,  it 
would  seem  advisable  to  limit  the  service  of  the  chief  magistrate 
to  a  single  term,  of  either  four  or  six  years.  If,  however,  it 
should  not  be  adopted,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  a 
provision  disqualifying  for  office  the  representatives  in  Congress 
on  whom  such  an  election  may  have  devolved,  would  not  be 
proper.  While  members  of  Congress  can  be  constiiutionally 
appointed  to  offices  of  trust  and  profit,  it  will  be  the  practice,  even 
under  the  most  con.scieiitious  adherence  to  duty  to  select  them 
for  such  stations,  Asc.  But  the  purity  of  our  government  would 
doubtless  be  promoted  by  their  exclusion  from  all  appointments 
in  the  gift  of  the  President ^^  tfcc.  If  General  Jackson  had  been 
sincere  in  proposing  these  amendments,  he  had  ample  opportu- 
nity to  advocate  their  adoption  in  the  most  efficient  manner  by 
his  own  practice,  to  show  that  they  would  work  well.  Such  a 
course  would  have  been  fully  as  commendable  in  him,  as  many 
other  instances  in  which  he  practised  upon  his  own  peculiar 
views  of  grave  constitutional  questions,  in  which  all  legal  learn- 
ing was  arrayed  against  him.  Yet  he  not  only  stood  candidate 
for  a  second  term  against  his  own  recommendation,  but  at  the 
two  successive  conventions  of  his  partisans  at  Baltimore,  he 
procured  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  the  associate  Vice- 
President  of  his  second  term,  and  the  nomination  of  Mr.  A^an 
Buren  as  his  successor,  with  that  of  Richard  M.  Johnson  as  Vice- 
President.  There  is  ample  evidence  of  these  facts  strong  enough 
to  establish  them  in  a  court  of  impeachment,  were  it  questioned; 
and  I  should  cite  the  honourable  Abijah  K.  Mann,  of  New  York, 
as  one  of  the  witnesses.  The  public  acquiescence  in  these 
nominations  was  the  more  extraordinary  as  I  am  confident  neither 
of  those  men  would  ever  have  been  thought  of,  from  any  other 
source  through  the  whole  Union,  as  fit  incumbents  for  those 
offices.  He  has  also  appointed  to  various  executive,  judicial  and 
ministerial  or  diplomatic  offices  more  members  of  Congress  than 
nearly  all  the  other  Presidents  put  together.  Was  it  because  he 
found  this  gambling  in  the  execu^«ye5^oc/;of  appointments*great- 
*GAMBLING  IN  THE  EXECUTIVE  STOCK  OF  APPOINTMENTS. — To  tllis  effect  I 
could  cite  the  testimony  of  an  honourable  member  of  Congress,  who,  in  debate, 
during  the  last  session,  while  the  two  houses  were  devising  proper  provisions  to 
suppress  duelling  among  the  members,  made  a  grave  confession  to  the  following 
purport,— 'That  we  (members  of  Congress)  are  all  candidates  for  office,  and  expect 
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iy  conducive  to  carry  out  his  executive  views  generally,  and  to 
make  the  constituents  of  the  appointed,  as  well  as  those  of  other 
candidates  for  appoit)tments,  look  to  himself  for  a  second  term, 
and  his  favourite  as  his  successor,  with  heart-felt  gratitude  in 
disposing  of  their  votes  at  the  polls? 

'Sd.  The  newly  installed  also  availed  himself  of  this  early 
occasion  to  bring  before  Congress  his  "project  of  reform,  in 
which  he  expressed  a  great  variety  of  plausible  views,  in  order 
to  justify  the  rotation  he  contemplated  to  introduce,  and  to  obtain 
their  co-operation  therein.  As  a  sample  of  these  I  select  the 
following — he  says, — 'There  are  perhaps  few  men  who  can  for 
any  great  length  of  time  enjoy  office  and  power,  without  being 
more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  feelings  unfavourable  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  public  duties.  Their  integrity  77ia!/  be 
proof  against  improper  considerations  immediately  addressed  to 
themselves;  but  they  are  apt  to  acquire  a  habit  of  looking  with 
indifference  upon  the  public  interest,  and  of  tolerating  conduct 
from  which  an  unpractised  man  would  revolt.  Office  is  consider- 
sooner  or  later,  to  receive  some  appointment — the  advocates  of  the  administration 
from  the  prevailing  dynasty,  and  those  of  the  opposition  from  that  which  is  sought 
to  be  built  up  upon  its  ruins — and,  therefore,  he  recommended  that  members  enga- 
ging in  duels  be  disqualified  for  appointments.'  If  such  avowals  do  not  open  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  they  would  not  fail  to  be  considered  as  available  overtures  by 
the  Executive,  were  he  not  already  a  'practised  man'  in  such  matters.  It  is  clear 
that  this  canvassing  between  the  President  and  the  members  of  Congress,  for  offices 
and  for  the  adoption  of  Executive  recommendations,  viewed  in  connection  with  the 
incipient  and  the  final  legislation  of  the  President,  and  the  ehgibility  of  the  members 
of  the  two  houses  to  executive  appointments,  (of  which  these  circumstances  are  in 
fact  reciprocating  counterparts)  demonstrate  irrefragably  and  incontestibly  that  the 
entire  legislation,  equally  with  appointments,  is  in  the  breast  of  the  President,  in 
defiance  of  the  supposed  corrective  of  congressional  action,  which,  under  these  bear- 
ings of  executive  power,  of  recent  discovery,  have  become  merely  nominal — save 
only  when  a  remnant  of  public  virtue  in  that  body  may  teach  them  to  forego  the 
proffers  of  personal  advancement. 

By  the  delegated  powers  of  the  constitution,  the  President  may,  if  he  list,  recom- 
mend the  most  ultra  experiment  upon  the  body  politic,  that  the  radical  anarchist 
Fanny  Wright,  oi  her  namesake  of  the  Senate  could  devise,  and  then  insure  its 
passing  into  a  law,  in  defiance  of  the  ruin  and  devastation  it  might  threaten,  or  the 
wailings  of  the  people,  in  their  remonstrances  against  it.  Aye,"insure  its  passage, 
by  holding  in  one  hand  the  threat  of  a  veto  against  any  substitute  that  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  could  propose  instead  of  it,  and  offering  with  the  other  hand,  the  reward 
of  appointment  to  those  who  will  stand  by  his  project;  thus  winning  'golden  opi- 
nions' from  far  too  great  a  number  of  competitors  for  the  prizes,  though  he  may 
have  but  few,  at  the  time,  to  distribute  among  them — for  those  who  are  disappointed 
to  day,  only  become  'the  sharper  set  for  to-morrow,'  and  the  more  clamorous  in 
behalf  of  the  next  experiment.  By  this  process,  bill  after  bill  will  pass  both  houses 
of  Congress,  regardless  of  the  wishes  or  the  interests  of  the  country,  until  the 
Executive  patronage  becomes  so  enormous  by  the  multiplication  of  revenue  and 
expenditure,  with  officers  to  administer  in  the  receipts,  safe  keeping,  and  disburse- 
ments; whose  licentious  interference  in  elections,  sustained  by  the  connivance  or 
direct  encouragement  of  the  Executive,  will  at  length  render  him  a  self-elected 
monarch,  as  inevitably  as  any  other  great  revolution  in  the  physical  world,  is  effiscted 
by  the  insensible  progression  of  natural  and  inevitable  causes.  For  the  impeaching 
power  itself,  is  rendered  a  dead  letter,  and  incompetent  to  restrain  him,  while  his 
patronage  can  and  does  restrain  the  impeaching  power.  By  how  much  more  would 
it  advance  the  interest  of  the  nation,  had  that  distinguished  and  honourable  member 
procured  this  ineligibility  to  office,  to  be  applied  to  all  the  members  indiscriminately 
and  without  qualification  as  to  any  particular  offence  ? 
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ed  as  a  species  of  property;  and  government  rather  as  a  meatis 
of  promoting  individual  interest,  than  as  an  instrument  created 
solely  for  the  service  of  the  people.  Corruption  in  some-,  and  in 
others  a  perversion  of  correct  feelings  and  principles,  divert  gov- 
ernment from  its  legitimate  ends,  and  make  it  an  engine  for  the 
support  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many.' — 'In  a  country 
where  offices  are  created  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  no 
one  man  has  any  more  intrinsic  right  to  official  station  than 
another.' — 'No  individual  wrong  is  therefore  done  by  removal^ 
since  neither  appointment  to  nor  continuance  in  office  is  a 
matter  of  right.'  Would  not  most  persons,  upon  perusing  these 
passages,  without  adverting  to  their  source,  be  inclined  to  regard 
them  as  a  commentary  of  some  patriotic  whig,  upon  the  late  and 
present  administration,  urging  their  removal^  on  account  of  the 
corruption  not  of  some,  but  of  a  great  many,  and  the  perversion 
of  correct  feelings  and  principles  of  a  still  greater  number,  in 
diverting  the  government  from  its  legitimate  ends,  instead  of  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  public  duties?  Yes  surely;  but  it  is 
out  of  their  own  mouths  that  they  shall  be  condemned. 

^th.  Still  harping  upon  reform,  he  says, — 'Since  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  numerous  frauds  on  the  Treasury  have  been 
discovered,  which  I  thouglit  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  tiie  cog- 
nizance of  the  United  States  Court,  for  this  district,  by  a  criminal 
prosecution. — In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  general  and  minute  inquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  government;  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  offices 
can  be  dispensed  with,  what  expenses  retrenched,  and  what 
improvements  made  in  the  organization  of  its  various  parts  to 
insure  a  proper  responsibility  of  public  agents,  and  promote 
efficiency  and  justice  in  all  its  operations.'  The  commentary 
upon  these  two  passages  is  in  every  man's  mouth.  All  the  defal- 
cations found  by  General  Jackson's  agents,  after  a  most  diligent 
search,  for  that  express  object,  were  not  equal  to  the  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  amount  of  the  defalcation  of  a  single  one  of  his 
hundreds  of  defaulters.*     Nor  does  the  readiness  witii  which  his 

*  A  SINGLE  ONE  OF  HIS  HUNDREDS  OF  DEFAULTERS. — The  following  abstract 
from  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  district  Court  above  alluded  to  b)^  General  Jackson, 
shows  the  paltry  list  of  defalcations,  of  which  he  thought  proper  for  political  effect, 
to  make  formal  mention  to  Congress,  and  for  which  judgments  were  rendered  by 
jury  chiefly  in  favour  of  the  defendants  accused — those  rendered  for  the  United 
States  amounting  to  a  little  short  of  .$11,000,  being  about  one  hundredth  part  of  the 
single  defalcation  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  New  York,  and  former 
colleague  of  Aaron  Burr  in  the  conspiracy  against  Mexico,  and  this  union. 

•Statement  of  Suits  instituted  by  the  United  States  against  the  following  named 
persons  for  the  sums  opposite  their  names  : 

Thomas  Fillebrown,  for  $-2,063  30.  Verdict  of  jury  for  defendant,  with  a  certifi- 
cate that  the  sum  of  ,$430  was  due  to  him  by  the  United  States. 

George  iVIcDaniel,  for  .$988  94.     Verdict  of  jury  for  defendant. 

Thomas  Thorpe.    Judgment  for  .$44  13. 

George  S.  Watkins.     Judgment  for  $186  07. 

Charles  Hay.     Judgment  for  .$225  78. 

Edward  Fitzgerald,  for  $.5,035  06.     Verdict  for  defendant. 

Benjamin  Homans.    Judgment  for  $72  87. 
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predecessor  and  cabinet  ministers  gave  every  facility  to  the  com- 
mittees of  investigation,  bear  any  thing  hke  those  marks  of  C07i- 
scioiis  and  hardened  guilt  which  stamp  the  refusal  and  vitupera- 
tive defiance  with  which  the  very  author  of  the  above  passages 
threw  back  the  investigating  authority  of  similar  committees  of 
Congress  into  their  very  teeth,  to  which  the  majority  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  his  own  partisans,  recreantly  sub- 
mitted, without  daring  to  arraign  him  before  the  tribunal  of 
impeachment. 

bth.  General  Jackson's  disingenuousness  towards  the  co-ordi- 
nate authority  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  is  not  less  pointed  and  contradictory.  In  his  first  message 
he  told  Congress,  that — 'The  payment  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  made  on  the  first  of  July  last,  [1829,]  was  eight  millions 
seven  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-two 
dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents.  It  was  apprehended  that  the 
sudden  loithdrawal  of  so  large  a.  sum  from  the  bank  in  which  it 
teas  deposited^  at  a  time  of  unusual  pressure  in  the  money  m,arket^ 
might  cause  much  injury  to  the  interests  dependant  on  hank 
accommodations.  But  tliis  evil  was  wholly  averted  by  an  early 
anticipation  of  it  at  the   Treasury,  aided   by  the  judicious 
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United  States.'  It  has  been  well  said,  that  it  requires  a  good 
memory  for  a  man  of  oblique  purposes,  to  avoid  committing  him- 
self with  inconsistencies.  How  far  this  saying  has  been  made 
applicable  to  General  Jackson,  by  his  course  of  policy  towards 
this  and  the  other  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  it  will  be 
more  appropriate  to  another  part  of  this  work  to  show.  But  the 
following  direct  contradiction  of  a  statement  of  Mr.  Madison,  on 
constitutionality,  and  expediency,  and  peremptory  denial  of  what 
is  the  universal  conviction  regarding  its  efficiency  in  establishing 
an  uniform  and  sound  currency,  is  too  gross  to  be  passed  over 
here.  His  words  are — 'Botli  the  constitutionality  and  expe- 
diency of  the  law  enacting  this  bank  are  well  questioned  by  a 
large  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  by 
all,  that  it  has  failed  in  the  great  end  of  establishing  a  uniform 
and  sound  currericy.'^  It  would  be  like  probing  anew,  the 
wounds  that  are  healing,  here  to  dwell  upon  the  disasters  with 
which  General  Jackson  has  afflicted  the  country,  by  his  efforts  to 
establish  a  'better  currency.' 

Such  are  the  evidences  with  which  a  brief  glance  at  the 
agency  of  General  Jackson,  in  some  of  our  prominent  internal 
relations  characterizes  the  disingenuousness  of  a  vain  man, 
seeking  extraordinary,  unnatural,  and  impracticable,  not  to  say 
vicious  means  of  glorifying  his  own  name  pre-eminently  above 

Tench  Ringgold,  for  $345  54.     Judgment  for  defendant. 

Joseph  Nourse,  for  $11,769.     Judgment  for  defendant. 

Joseph  L.  Kuhn.    Judgment  for  $10,373  30,  claim  $1S,563  75. 
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his  predecessors,  in  achieving  the  good  intentions  of  his  ofhce, 
connected  therewith ;  which  would,  however,  have  been  more 
effectually  accomplished  in  the  plain  old  way,  as  laid  down 
by  the  exemplary  Washington,  and  followed  by  most  of  his 
successors. 

But  by  how  much  is  it  the  more  incumbent  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  'who  is  the  sole  organ  of  the  nation  in 
all  her  external  relations,  her  sole  representative  with  foreign 
nations,'*  to  observe  the  dictates  of  siNCEraTv,  honouh,  and 
GOOD  FAITH  in  his  intercouue  with  those  powers;  and  above 
all,  not  to  imj)ugn  the  precious  policy  of  his  ov:u  country^  and 
discredit  a  predecessor^  for  the  sake  of  any  proposed  eclat  to  him- 
self, or  expected  advantage  to  the  nation,  in  a  specific  unfinished 
liegociation  ?  f 

*  See  Fifth  Wheaton,  Appendix,  page  26. 

t  And  discredit  a  predecessou,  &,c.,  in  a  specific  unfinished  negocia- 
TioN. — I  will  subjoin  a  few  extracts  from  the  late  President's  instructions  of  July 
20tb,  1829,  to  Mr.  McLane,  through  his  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  show 
how  wantonly  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Adams,  was  ti'aduced  at  a  foreign  court,  for  a 
mere  casus  omissus,  a  mere  oversight  in  a  former  negociation.  It  was  a  neglect  to 
regain  our  participation  in  the  British  colonial  trade  upon  the  terms  offered  by 
England,  and  which  constituted  a  part  of  the  very  laudable  ambition  of  General 
Jackson's  administration  to  eifect — but  surely  not  by  dishonourable  means,  viz : — 

'On  the  5th  of  July,  1S25,  an  act  of  Parliament  was  passed,  allowing  the  trade 
with  the  British  colonies  in  North  America  and  the  West  Indies,  to  all  foreign 
nations,  upon  the  condition — that  one  year  from  the  time  of  passing  the  said  act  of 
1825,  should  be  the  period  in  which  an  acceptance  of  its  provisions  by  foreign 
nations  should  be  valid.' — 'Mr.  King  was  sent  to  England  in  the  summer  of  1825, 
but  without  insti'uctions  upon  this  point.  His  continued  indisposition  induced  him  to 
return  in  the  summer  of  1826,  and  during  that  period  no  step  was  taken,  by  either 
government.' — 'In  the  winter  of  1825-'6,  an  attempt  was  made  in  Congress  to  meet 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  by  correspondent  legislation,  but  it  failed;  and 
although  the  trade  might,  and  inost  probably  would  have  been  saved,  if  the  act  then 
introduced  had  become  a  law  ;  it  is  nevertheless  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that  it  would 
not  have  been  a  strict  compliance  with  the  British  act,  if  it  had  passed.' — 'In  the 
summer  of  1826,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  sent  to  England  with  instructions,  which  autho- 
rized him  to  conclude  an  arrangement  of  the  colonial  question,  u])on  terms  substan- 
tially the  same  with  those  which  vjerc  offered  by  the  British  plenipotentiaries  to  Mr. 
Rush  in  1824,  but  his  authority  was  conlined  to  an  adjustment  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions ' — 'On  the  27th  of  July,  1826,  the  king,  by  order  in  council,  founded  upon  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  declared  that  the  United  States  had  not  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  the  act,  and  therefore  directed  that  the  trade  and  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  greater  part  of  the  British  colonial  ports  should 
cease  from  and  after  the  tirst  of  December  then  following.' — 'Mr.  Gallatin  arrived  in 
England  a  few  days  after  the  publication  of  those  orders  in  council.  The  determi- 
nation of  the  British  government  to  decline  all  further  negociation  upon  the  subject  was 
promptly  and  definitely  announced  to  him.' — 'No  answer  was  made  by  the  British 
government  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  note  of  the  4th  of  June,  1827,  announcing  the  willing- 
ness of  this  government  to  arrange  the  trade  bv  separate  legislation.'— 'Lord  Dudley, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  letters  of  the  4th  of  June  and  17th  of  August,  after  review- 
ing the  grounds  urged  by  the  United  States,  to  justify  themselves  in  oviilting  to 
accept  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  declined  committing  the 
British  government,  as  to  their  course  in  the  event  of  the  United  States  adopting  the 
measures  proposed,  on  the  following  grounds,  viz  :  Is/.  That  much  must  of  necessity 
depend  upon  the  details  of  the  act  which  Congress  might  pass.  2d.  More  on  the 
condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  pa.ssage,  andthe  views  which  the  British 
government  might  then  liave  of  their  interest  in  the  matter.  And,  3d.  That  any 
stipulations  on  the  subject,  would  be  a  virtual  departure  from  the  ground  taken  by 
his  government  io  regulate  the  trade  by  law,  and  to  decline  all  further  negociation  cOT?- 

11 
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So  far  fi'om  observing  the  dignity  and  decorum  of  his  prede- 
cessors in  his  foreign  diplomacy,  he  has  done  still  greater  violence 
to  their  example  in  this  regard,  if  it  were  possible,  than  he  did  in 

cerning  it,' — 'In  reviewing  the  events  which  have  preceded,  and  more  or  less  con- 
tributed to  a  result  so  much  to  be  regretted,  there  will  be  found  three  grounds  upon 
which  ice  are  most  assailable :  1st.  In  our  too  long  and  too  tenaciously  resisting  the 
right  of  Great  Britain  to  impose  protecting  duties  upon  her  colonies.  2d.  In  not 
relieving  her  vessels  from  the  restriction  of  returning  direct  from  the  United  States 
to  the  colonies,  after  permission  had  been  given  by  Great  Britain  to  our  vessels  to 
clear  out  from  the  colonies  to  any  other  than  a  British  port.  And,  3d.  In  omitting 
to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  after  the  subject 
had  bee-n  brought  before  Congress,  and  deliberately  acted  upon  by  our  government. 
It  is  without  doubt,  to  the  combined  operations  of  these  causes,  that  we  are  to  attri- 
bute the  British  interdict.  You  will  therefore  see  the  propriety  of  possessing 
yourself  fully  of  all  the  explanatory  and  mitigating  circumstances  connected  with 
them,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  obviate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  unfavourable  im- 
pressions ivhich  they  have  produced.' — 'It  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the  President  to  put  an 
end  to  a  state  of  things  so  injurious  to  all  parties.  He  is  willing  to  regulate  the  trade 
in  question,  upon  terms  of  reciprocal  advantage,  and  to  adopt  for  that  purpose,  those 
which  Great  Britain  has  herself  elected,  and  which  are  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, of  the  5th  of  July,  1825,  as  it  is  understood  by  us.' — 'You  are  authorized  to 
say  to  the  British  government,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  they  will  open 
theit  ports  to  British  vessels  coming  from  the  British  colonies,  laden  with  such  colo- 
nial productions  as  can  be  imported  in  American  vessels,  and  upon  terms  in  ail 
respects  equally  favourable  ;  and  that  they  will  also  abolish  the  restriction  contained 
in  our  act  of  1823,  confining  the  trade  to  a  direct  intercourse ;  iipon  condition  that 
Great  Britain  will  allow  jimcrican  vessels  the  privileges  of  trade  and  intercourse  ivhich 
were  offered  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825.  The  president  indulges  a  confident 
expectation  that  the  British  government  will  assent  to  an  adjustment  upon  these 
terms.' 

So  far,  so  good,  and  I  will  dare  to  say,  that  these  were  concessions,  advances,  and 
solicitations,  quite  enough.  Zeal  is  a  great  virtue  within  proper  bounds  :  but  the 
most  commendable  zeal  in  a  good  cause,  may  overreach  itself,  by  the  vicious  means 
it  may  adopt  to  gain  its  good  ends;  and  then  it  is  no  longer  a  virtue,  but  as  much  a 
vice  as  the  means  with  which  it  familiarizes ;  I  therefore,  and  for  various  other  rea- 
sons, decidedly  reprobate  what  follows,  viz  : — 

'If  the  omission  of  this  government  to  accept  the  terms  proposed,  when  heretofore 
offered,  be  urged  as  an  objection  to  their  adoption  now,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  make 
the  British  government  sensible  of  the  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  such  a  course.' 
[And  how  .■'  Why,  as  per  example] — 'The  opportunities  which  you  have  derived  from 
a  participation  in  our  public  councils,  as  well  as  other  sources  of  information,  will 
enable  you  to  speak  with  confidence,  (as  far  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  and  useful 
so  to  do,)  of  the  respective  parts  taken  by  those  to  whom  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment is  now  committed,  in  relation  to  the  course  heretofore  pursued  upon  the  subject  of 
the  colonial  trade.  Their  views  upon  that  point  have  been  submitted  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  :  and  the  counsels  by  which  your  conduct  is  now  directed,  are  the  result 
of  the  judgment  expressed  by  the  only  earthly  tribunal  to  which  the  late  adminis- 
tration WAS  amenable  for  its  acts.' — 'To  set  up  the  acts  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration as  the  cause  of  forfeiture  of  privileges  which  would  otherwise  be  extended  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  would,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  unjust  in 
itself,  and  could  not  fail  to  excite  their  deepest  sensibility.' — 'The  tone  of  feeling 
which  a  course  so  unwise  and  untenable  is  calculated  to  produce,  would  doubtless 
be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  consciousness  that  Great  Britain  has,  by  orders  in 
council,  opened  her  colonial  ports  to  Russia  and  France,  notwithstanding  a  similar 
omission  on  their  part  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  July,  1825.' 

Now  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  just  and  honourable  let  me  ask,  was  not  the  last 
recited  fact  sufficient  to  satisfy  Mr.  Van  Buren's  mind  that  the  same  privileges  and 
participations  in  the  colonial  trade  which  were  extended  to  Russia  and  France  under 
the  similar  circumstances,  would  also,  upon  the  customary  honourable  course  of 
negociations,  be  restored  to  the  United  States,  without  disgracing  the  preceding 
administration,  and  humiliating  the  country  at  the  footstool  of  our  ancient  enemy  ! ! 
But  it  was  not  consistent  with  General  Jackson's  windy  state  papers,  to  be  content 
with  the  pith  of  the  subjects  that  came  under  his  supervision.     Accordingly,  in  this 
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the  domestic  relations  just  passed  under  cursory  revievr.  The 
bold  outlines  of  his  diplomacy  therein,  display  an  interference  in 
the  internal  affairs  and  institutions  of  other  nations,  which  is  not 
only  incompatible  with  all  the  rules  of  courtesy  and  respect  for 
their  equal  rights  of  sovereignty  and  free  choice  in  such  matters, 
but  a  most  Ikgrant  infraction  of  them.  Nor  indeed  is  he  consis- 
tent with  himself  even  in  that — far  from  it;  for  while  at  one  time 
he  puts  on  tlie  air  of  supervisor-general  of  the  affairs  of  all  nations, 
at  another  time  he  elaborates  a  most  artful  address  both  to  the 
vanity  and  the /ears  of  foreign  powers  at  once  as  injurious  to 
them  as  discreditable  to  himself — which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  as  a 
pernicious  example  set  for  the  first  time  by  a  vapouring  bravado, 
Avill  hereafter  be  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the  obser- 
vance, by  any  future  President.  In  effect,  and  in  fact,  he  inter- 
changeably puts  on  the  air  of  wheedhng,  coaxing,  and  entreaty, 
followed  by  an  hypocritical  and  humiliating  genuflexion;  and 
then  again  he  alternates  this  wish  a  bravado  in  the  bombasto 
furioso  style,  better  calculated  to  excite  conmiiseration  or  con- 
tempt, than  resentment — except  at  the  first  blush  of  the  outrage. 
Indeed  he  seems  to  have  luxuriated  his  all-engrossing  propensities 
in  this  as  in  other  instances  by  taking  into  his  own  hands,  through 

•case,  besides  the  prolix  views  from  which  I  have  just  culled  the  substance,  he  still 
goes  on  with  harangue  upon  harangue,  and  argument  upon  argument,  alternated  with 
persuasions  and  quasi  threats,  until  he  must  have  inflicted  a  vertigo  upon  the  minis- 
ter—having too,  in  all  probability,  superinduced  a  morbid  hallucination  upon  his  own 
inind,  which  is  obscurely  adverted  to  in  a  subsequent  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to 
Mr.  McLane,  of  the  26th  of  December,  1829.  Indeed,  so  in.tent  was  General  Jack- 
son in  his  instructions  above  quoted,  to  accomplish  the  political  immolation  of  Mr. 
Adams,  in  connection  with  the  objects  of  the  British  negociation,  that,  in  conclusion, 
he  cast  back  a  linal  look  at  the  cruelly  mangled  body  of  his  predecessor,  and  to  make 
assurances  doubly  sure  that  he  was  dead,  dead,  dead,  he  returns  to  him  in  the  identi- 
cal manner  of  a  true  game-cock,  fixes  his  bealc  into  his  gills  and  gives  him  another 
flutter — thus  wise, — 'I  will  add  nothing  to  the  impropriety  of  suffering  any  feelings 
that  find  their  origin  in  the  past  pretensions  of  this  government  to  have  an  adverse 
influence  upon  the  present  conduct  of  Great  Britain  !' 

I  have  already  said  that  General  Jackson  seems  to  have  delighted  in  the  vanity  of 
taking  into  his  own  hands  through  his  messages  to  Congress,  the  negociations  proper 
to  his  accredited  ministers  at  foreign  courts.  Since  advancing  that  conjecture,  I 
have  noted  a  confirmation  of  it  by  the  testimony  of  his  own  secretary  of  state,  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  McLane  of  the  26th  of  December,  1829,  just  referred 
to  ;  with  the  further  confirmation  of  the  delirvim  of  General  Jackson's  intent  upon 
the  achievement  of  certain  foreign  missions,  by  all  the  available  devices  he  could 
imagine,  creditable  or  disreputable  to  himself,  or  humiliating  and  compromitting  to 
the  honour  of  his  country.  Here  is  the  faint  signal  that  indicates  what  were  the 
deeper  purposes  of  the  heart,  viz  : — 

'It  is  hoped  that  the  President's  message  will  aid  the  liberal  views  which  the 
principal  members  of  the  British  cabinet  are  understood  to  entertain  upon  this  point, 
by  disabusing  the  minds  of  the  English  public  in  regard  to  the  vievis  and  wishes  of  this 
country,  and  by  impressing  it  inihjust  notions  of  the  sentiments  of  the  President.  There 
certainly  never  was  a  time  better  calculated  tor  the  improvement  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries  than  the  present.  The  solicitude  sincerely  felt  by  the  Presi- 
dent upon  this  head  is  greater  than  the  occasion  referred  to  ivould  allow  him  to  express ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  there  has  been  no  event  in  his  public  life  that  has  caused  him 
as  much  regret  as  he  would  experience  in  failing  to  be  instrumental  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  very  best  understanding  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant.  M.  Van  Buren.' 

[See  Niles'  Xational  Register,  vol.  39,  from  page  364  to  370,  interniptedly . 
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his  communications  to  Congress,  the  negociations  proper  to  his 
accredited  ministers  on  the  other  side  ot  the  Atlantic  and  else- 
where. I  will  now  give  a  few  examples  in  illustration  of  these 
positions  : — 

1st.  The  first  subject  to  which  General  Jackson  called  the 
attention  of  Congress  in  his  first  message,  being  that  of  our 
foreign  relations,  lie  permitted  himself  in  the  first  paragraph  to 
indulge  in  such  a  reproachful  interference  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  as  defies  a  parallel  in  any- 
other  presidential  message,  and  which  might  well  justify  its  being 
considered  a  ground  of  umbrage  to  any  or  all  of  those  whose 
attention  might  light  upon  ii.  He  says, — 'In  communicating 
with  you  for  the  first  time,  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  unfeigned 
satisfaction,  calling  for  mutual  gratulation  and  devout  thanks  to 
a  benign  Providence,  ihat  we  are  at  peace  with  all  mankind;  and 
that  our  country  exhibits  the  most  cheering  evidence  of  general 
welfare  and  progressive  improvement.  Turning  our  eyes  to 
other  nations^  our  great  desire  is  to  see  our  brethren  of  the 
hu??ia7i  race  secured  in  blessings  enjoyed  by  ourselves, 
mid  advancing  in  knowledge,  in  freedom,  and  in  social 
happiness.'*     Such  a  disparaging  contrast  can  only  be  justly 

*  Advancing  in  knowledge,  in  freedom,  and  in  social  happiness. — I  will 
here  add  to  the  above,  his  specific  interlerence  in  the  affairs  of  Spain  in  this  same 
message ;  and  the  like  interference  with  France,  and  through  her,  again  with  all  the 
world,  in  his  second  annual,  whereby  he  seems  to  have  been  in  some  degree  awa- 
kened up  to  a  sense  of  its  gross  infraction  of  the  golden  rule  of  tlie  immortal  Wash- 
ington, which  however,  he  bluntl_y  denies  for  the  sake  of  self-justification.  He 
says, — 'The  Southern  Republics  of  our  own  hemisphere  have  rot  yet  realized  all 
the  advantages  for  which  thej'  have  been  so  long  struggling.  We  trust,  however, 
that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  restoration  of  peace  and  internal  quiet,  under 
permanent  systems  of  government,  securing  the  liberty  and  promoting  the  happiness 
of  the  citizens,  will  crown,  with  complete  success  their  long  and  arduous  efforts  in 
the  cause  of  self-government;  and  enable  us  to  salute  tliem  as  friendly  rivals  in  all 
that  is  truly  great  and  glorious.  The  recent  invasion  of  Mexico,  and  the  effect 
thereby  produced  upon  her  domestic  policy  must  have  a  controlling  influence  upon 
the  great  question  of  South  American  emancipation.  We  have  seen  the  fell  spirit  of 
civil  dissension  rebuked,  and,  perhaps,  forever  stifled  in  that  republic  by  the  love  of 
independence.  If  it  be  true,  as  appearances  strongly  indicate,  that  the  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence is  the  master-spirit ;  and  if  a  corresponding  sentiment  prevails  in  the  other 
states,  this  devotion  to  liberty  cannot  be  without  a  proper  effect  upon  the  councils 
of  the  mother  country.'  He  now  takes  his  supervision  of  the  French  affairs  after 
thanking  the  Author  of  all  good  for  our  prosperous  condition,  in  his  second  annual. 
He  says,  'In  the  midst  of  these  blessings,  we  have  recently  witnessed  changes  in  the 
condition  of  other  nations,  which  may,  in  their  consequences,  call  for  the  utmost 
vigilance,  wisdom  and  unanimity  in  our  councils,  and  the  exercise  of  all  the  mode- 
ration of  our  people.  The  important  modification  of  fheir  government  effected  witli 
so  much  courage  and  wisdom  by  the  people  of  France,  afford  a  happy  presage  of  their 
future  course,  and  nalurally  elicited  from  the  kindred  feelings  of  this  nation  that 
spontaneous  and  universal  burst  of  applause  in  which  you  have  participated.  In 
congratulating  you  my  fellow-citizens,  upon  an  event  so  auspicious  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  mankind.  I  do  no  more  than  respond  to  the  voice  of  my  country,  without 
transcending  in  the  slightest  degree  that  salutary  maxim  of  the  illustrious  Washing- 
ton, which  enjoins  an  abstinence  from,  all  interference  u-ith  the  internal  affairs  of  other 
nations.'  I  will  pause  here,  and  ask  if  such  pragmatical  stimulation  of  the  multi- 
tude in  foreign  countries  against  their  governments,  be  not  as  good  cause  for  a 
universal  declaration  of  war  against  this  Republic,  as  most  of  the  causes  that  have 
hertoforo  instigated  nations  to  the  vllima  ratio  regum  ?    AVill  any  one  pretend  that 
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appreciated,  by  supposing  the  like  sentimont.s  to  the  prejudice  of 
our  institutions  and  internal  condition,  were  to  find  a  place  in  a 
communication  from  tlic  crown  of  England  or  France,  or  from 
any  other  monarch  to  their  legislative  chambers.  Would  not 
such  a  procedure  be  felt  as  an  indignity,  by  a  sensitive  nation 
like  ours,  that  might  rankle  in  all  our  subsequent  intercourse  and 
diplomacy  until  time  should  atone  for,  or  efface  it? 

2d.  Next  to  the  above  follows  a  bird"'s-eye  view  of  the  whole 
subject  of  our  diplomatic  concerns,  and  a  survey  of  our  own 
strength  to  render  palatable  ^universal  threat,  viz, — 'Our  foreign 
relations,  although  in  their  general  character  pacific  and  friendly, 
presents  subjects  of  difference  between  us  and  other  powers  of 
deep  interest  as  well  to  the  country  at  large  as  to  many  of  our 
citizens.  To  effect  an  adjustment  of  these  shall  continue  to  be 
the  object  of  my  earnest  endeavours;  and  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  of  the  task,  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  apprehend  unfa- 
vourable results.  Blessed  as  our  country  is  with  every  thing 
which  constitutes  national  strength,  she  is  fully  adequate  to 
the  maintenance  of  all  her  interests.  In  discharging  the  responsi- 
ble trust  confided  to  the  Executive  in  this  respect,  it  is  my  settled 
purpose  TO  ask  nothing  that  is  not  clearly  right  and  to 
SUBMIT  TO  nothing  THAT  IS  WRONG;  aud  I  flatter  myself,  that, 
supported  by  the  other  branches  of  the  government,  and  by  the 
intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  we  shall  be  able,  under 
the  protection  of  Providence,  to  cause  all  our  just  rights  to  be  re- 
spected.'' It  is  obvious  to  my  mind,  that  upon  every  courteous, 
pacific,  and  equitable  principle,  such  language  as  this  would  be 
better  suited  to  stimulate  an  insulted  and  injured  people  to  the 
onset  of  war,  upon  a  formal  declaration  thereof  after  the  custo- 
mary measures  of  friendly  negotiation  had  been  exhausted. 

the  constitutional  dut}''  of  the  President  (o  inform  Congress  of  the  state  of  tills  Union, 
can  be  pleaded  to  justify  him  in  thrusting  himself  into  the  very  heart's  recesses  of 
other  nations,  in  order  to  comment  upon  Ihem  in  the  most  incendiary  manner 
possible  in  a  formal  official  message  ?  But  mark  me — if  the  people  of  France  with- 
out the  requisite  organization,  without  the  naval  or  military  power,  without  the 
munitions  of  war,  without  any  thing  but  the  mere  force  of  general  consent  and  dis- 
content, could  effect  so  tremendous  a  revolution  in  three  days  almost  without 
bloodshed — what,  let  me  aslc,  might  not  a  band  of  treacherous  incumbents  of  high 
official  trust  in  a  government  like  ours,  effect  in  the  same  brief  space,  having  in 
their  hands  all  the  organization,  civil,  military,  naval,  with  munitions  of  every 
kind,  and  the  Sub-treasury  into  the  bargain,  only  waiting  the  word  of  command  ? 
Why,  it  might  be  done  in  a  twinkling — any  thing  they  list — even  a  revolution  of 
the  most  diabolical  cast,  if  it  be  not  already  accomplished,  stealthily  and  unobserved 
by  the  very  author  of  the  above  high-toned  ejaculations  for  liberty,  in  the  very  act, 
with  its  concomitants,  by  which  he  appointed  his  successor  to  the  Presidency.  The 
great  hope  of  redemption  however,  from  this  false  step,  is,  that  this  ill-starred  incum- 
bent begins  already  to  totter  iu  his  footsteps,  and  to  awaken  up  from  his  somnam- 
bulism or  insane  reveries,  to  something  like  lucid  intervals,  at  the  near  approach 
of  his  probable  fate — as  recently  evinced  in  the  issue  of  his  late  proclamation 
against  the  frontier  interference  of  our  citizens  in  the  Canada  troubles,  which  his 
predecessor  obdurately  declined  to  do  in  the  similar  case  of  Texas — and  in  the  dis- 
missal of  certain  officers  of  the  customs  of  New  York  for  their  interference  in  the 
elections  and  instigations  of  the  Canada  excitement,  after  the  example  set  them  in 
other  instances  by  "the  highest  authorities  of  the  ruling  dynasty.  Verily,  verily,  out 
of  their  own  mouths  are  they  condemned. 
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3d.  But  let  him  proceed.  'Of  the  unsettled  matters  between 
the  United  Slates  and  other  powers,  the  most  prominent  are  those 
which  have  for  years  been  the  subject  of  negociation  with  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Spain.  The  late  periods  at  which  our  minis- 
ters to  those  governments  left  the  United  States,  render  it 
impossible,  at  this  early  day,  to  inform  you  of  what  has  been 
done  on  the  subjects  with  which  they  have  been  respectively 
charged.'  How  happened  it  that  our  claims  on  Mexico,  against 
whom  so  much  fretfulness  has  been  manifested  by  the  Executive 
since  the  battle  of  Jacinto,  were  not  included  in  the  above  list? 
The  delay  of  instructions  for  nearly  eight  months  to  our  minister 
resident  there,  who  being  suitable  to  the  President's  taste  was 
not  recalled  till  his  characteristic  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  Mexico  coerced  it,  afforded  no  such  excuse  as  that 
alleged  in  the  other  cases?  There  is  a  lowering  mystery  in  this 
matter  of  Mexican  negociations  that  time  must  dispel,  and  I  hope 
to  do  much  towards  it,  when  it  becomes  the  subject  proper  of  a 
future  chapter. 

4th.  Now  for  an  unction  of  mixed  threat,  flattery,  and  cajole- 
ment towards  England,  to  give  pliancy  and  balminess  to  her  sup- 
posed irritations.  'With  Great  Britain,  alike  distinguished  in 
peace  and  war,  we  may  look  forward  to  years  of  peaceful,  honour- 
able, and  elevated  competition.  Every  thing  in  the  condition  and 
history  of  the  two  nations  is  calculated  to  inspire  sentiments  of 
mutual  respect,  and  to  carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  both,  that 
it  is  their  polioj  to  preserve  the  most  cordial  relations.  Such  are 
my  own  views;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  such  are  also 
the  prevailing  sentiments  of  our  constituents.  Although  neither 
lime  nor  opportunity  has  been  afforded  for  a  full  development 
of  the  policy  which  the  present  cabinet  of  Great  Britain  designs 
to  pursue  towards  this  country,  I  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will 
be  of  a  just  and  pacific  character.'^  A  most  diplomatic  tub  to  the 
whale ! 

5th.  In  this  first  annual  General  Jackson's  course  of  remark 
was  equally  temporizing  towards  France,  viz:  'From  France, 
our  ancient  ally,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  justice  which 
becomes  the  sovereign  of  a  powerful^  intelligeiit,  and  onagnanimous 
people.  The  beneficial  effects  produced  by  the  commercial  con- 
vention of  1S22,  limited  as  are  its  provisions,  are  too  obvious  not 
to  make  a  salutary  impression  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  are 
charged  with  the  administration  of  Uer  government.  Should 
this  result  induce  a  disposition  to  embrace  to  their  full  extent, 
the  wholesome  principles  which  constitute  our  commercial  poli- 
cy, our  minister  to  that  Court  will  be  fouxd  instructed  to 
cherish  such  a  disposition,  and  to  aid  in  conducting  it  to  useful 
practical  conclusions.  The  claims  of  our  citizens  for  depreda- 
tions upon  their  property,  long  since  committed  under  the  autho- 
rity, and  in  many  instances,  by  the  express  direction  of  the  then 
existing  government  of  France,  remained  unsatisfied;  and  must 
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therefore  continue  to  furnish  a  subject  of  unpleasant  discussion, 
AND  POSSIBLE  COLLISION  hetwBcn  the  two  govcrmnents.  I  che- 
rish, however,  a  hvely  hope,  founded  as  well  on  the  validity  of 
those  claims,  and  the  established  policy  of  all  enlightened  govern- 
ments, as  on  the  known  integrity  of  the  French  monarch,  that 
the  injurious  delays  of  the  past  will  find  redress  in  the  equity  of 
the  future.  Our  minister  has  been  instructed  to  press  these 
demands  on  the  French  government  with  all  the  earnestness 
which  is  called  for  by  their  importance  and  irrefutable  justice; 
and  in  a  spirit  that  loill  evince  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the 

FEELINGS  OP  THOSE  FROM  WHOM  THE  SATISFACTION  IS  REQUI- 
RED!' It  is  but  too  plain  that  this  is  the  style  of  an  old  duellist 
and  bully.  Or,  if  it  were  not  so  obvious  to  all,  at  first,  it  became 
as  glaring  as  the  beams  of  an  ardent  furnace,  in  his  subsequent 
threatening  deportment  towards  that  same  ancient  ally,  after  he 
had  successfully  '■circuinvcnted  her'  in  these  negociations — for 
such  was  the  boastful  slang  of  the  'dirty  official  sheet'  here,  and 
the  rest  of  the  party  newspapers  of  the  day,  in  glorifying  the 
success  of  Mr.  Rives'  mission,  giving  him  the  injurious  credit  by- 
the-by,  of  this  'feat  of  circumvention,'  which  he  disdained,  and 
which  actually  belonged  to  the  wire-workers  of  his  mission, 
resident,  and  advising  at  the  White  House  in  Washington. 

By  way  of  showing  in  more  perfect  relief,  the  insincerity  of 
General  Jackson  in  the  foregoing  profession,  (equivocal  as  they 
are,)  of  his  confidence  in  the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  our 
ancient  ally,  I  will  pass  over  to  a  short  extract  from  his  sixth 
annual  message,  which  \vill  exhibit  in  striking  colours  the  rage 
he  could  permit  himself  to  fall  into,  upon  a  mere  delay  of  com- 
pliance with  the  terms  of  payment  of  her  acknowledged  dues  to 
us — a  transport  of  passion  and  impatience  not  even  befitting  a 
Shylock  upon  the  absolute  certainty  of  a  great  pecuniary  loss, 
which,  in  this  case  was  not  in  the  remotest  degree  probable. 
But  take  first,  the  confident  manner  in  which  he  anticipated  a 
favourable  result  of  the  negociation,  with  the  reiterated  expression 
of  hberal  sentiments  towards  France,  in  his  second  message,  viz: 
'The  negociation  with  France  has  been  conducted  by  our  minis- 
ter with  zeal  and  ability,  and  in  all  respects  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction. Although  prospects  of  a  favourable  termination  was 
occasionally  dimmed  by  counter  pretensions  to  which  the  United 
States  could  not  assent,  he  yet  had  strong  hopes  of  being  able  to 
arrive  at  a  satisfactory  settlement,  with  the  late  government. 
The  negociation  has  been  renewed  with  the  present  authorities ; 
and,  sensible  of  the  general  and  lively  confidence  of  our  citizens 
in  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  regenerated  France,  I 
regret  the  more  not  to  have  it  in  my  power  yet  to  anounce  the 
result  so  confidently  anticipated.'  Accordingly  in  the  third 
annual  message,  he  thus  announced  the  success  of  the  negocia- 
tion,— 'In  my  message  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, I  expressed  a  confident  hope  that  the  justice  of  our  claims 
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upon  France,  urged  as  they  were  with  perseverance  and  signal 
abiUty  by  our  minister  there,  would  finally  be  acknowledged. 
This  hope  has  been  realized.  A  treaty  has  been  signed  which 
will  immediately  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  its  approbation ; 
and  which,  containing  stipulations  that  require  legislative  actio?i, 

MUST  HAVE  THE  CONCURRENCE  OP  BOTH  HOUSES  BEFORE  IT 

CAN  BE  CARRIED  INTO  EFFECT.'  After  the  ratification  of  the 
Senate,  then,  it  appears  General  Jackson  knew  that  the  legislative 
action  of  both  houses  of  Congress  might  delay  its  fulfilment — 
and  so  might  the  same  ceremony  in  the  French  chambers  of 
legislation,  subsequently  have  that  effect  there.  Had  such  been 
the  result  here,  would  ^regenerated  France''  have  desired  to  take 
General  Jackson  by  the  throat  ?  How  far  the  following  super- 
fluous self-gratulation  and  bombast,  in  the  next  passage  of  the 
same  message  contributed,  with  the  official  paper's  boast  of  'cir- 
cumvention,' tended  to  produce  the  subsequent  delay  of  the 
French  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  fulfilling  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  I  shall  not  stop  to  calculate,  or  to  conjecture;  but 
shall  proceed  now  to  show  how  egregiously  General  Jackson 
laughed  on  the  other  side  of  his  mouth,  when  adverting  to  this 
subject  in  his  sixth  annual  message.     He  says — 

'The  history  of  the  accumulated  and  unprovoked  aggressions 
upon  our  commerce,*  committed  by  authority  of  the  existing 

*  The  history  of  the  accumulated  and  unprovoked  wrongs  upon  our 
COMMERCE. — It  will  probably  be  gratifying  to  those  readers  who  are  not  already 
conversant  with  the  subject,  to  have  here  subjoined,  a  concise  view  of  the  very  im- 
portant theme  of  neutral  rights,  in  regard  to  international  commerce  between 
neutrals  on  the  one  hand,  and  belligerents  on  the  other,  the  infringements  of  which 
by  the  latter,  are  the  fruitful  sources  of  vexatious  complaints,  and  negociations,  suc- 
cessful or  abortive — oftener  resulting  in  collisions,  a  partial  state  of  war,  or  formal 
declarations  thereof,  waged  with  the  vengeful  purpose  even  of  mutual  extermination, 
for  unlawful  seizures,  captures,  sequestrations,  confiscations,  or  destruction  of  the 
vessels,  cargoes,  or  other  property  of  the  former,  or  reciprocally,  of  both  the  parties 
belligerent  and  neutral ;  and  which  calls  so  eloquently  and  emphatically  on  all 
nations  to  establish  an  intermediate  or  common  tribunal  of  arbitration!  to  adjust  them, 
witliout  having  recourse  to  dilatory  negociation  or  to  the  ultima  ratio  regum.  Such 
a  summary,  I  tiatter  myself  will  be  the  more  appropriate  here,  by  way  of  giving  the 

feneral  reader  an  insight  into  the  chief  causes  of  disturbance  between  the  United 
tates  and  the  various  powers  of  England,  France,  Spain,  and  most  other  European 
nations,  as  well  as  our  sister  American  Republics,  viz : 

'The  fundamental  principle  of  neutral  rights  is,  that'/ree  ships  make  free  goods.' 
But  it  is  proper  always  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  correlative  inference  is  not  true, 
tliat  'enemy  ships  make  enemy  goods ;'  for  example :  'The  stipulation  in  a  treaty 
that  free  [or  neutial]  ships  make  free  goods,  does  not  imply  the  converse  proposi- 
tion, that  enemy  ships  make  enemy  goods.' — [9  Cranch,  oSS,  Supreme  Court,  If.  S. 
1815.] 

'To  constitute  a  blockade  so  as  to  affect  a  policy  of  insurance,  by  a  violation  of  it, 
there  must  be  an  actual  existing  force  before  the  port  at  the  time  it  is  entered.     The 

t  Which  calls  so  eloquently  and  emphatically  on  all  nations  to 
establish  a  tribunal  or  arbitration,  &c. — Great  Britain  has  already  done 
much  by  her  individual  proffers  of  arbitration,  to  prepare  all  nations  for  such  a  tri- 
bunal, which  a  Frejjch  monarch  had  the  credit  of  first  suggesting,  and  which  has 
been  renewed  by  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
Such  a  tribunal  might  be  entitled  the  court  of  admiralty  of  commercial 
nations.' — See  Appendix  (E.) 
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government  of  France,  between  the  years  1800  and  I  SI  7,  has 
been  rendered  too  painfully  familiar  to  Americans  to  make  its 
repetition  eitiier  necessary  or  desirable.  It  will  be  sufficient  here 
to  remark  that  there  has,  for  many  years,  been  scarcely  a  single 

animus  rcvcrtendi  of  an  obsidiary  fleet  does  not  continue  the  blockade ;  nor  is  the 
entry  of  a  neutral,  after  being  warned,  a  breach  of  his  neutrality,  if  blockading  force 
be  not  before  the  port.' — \_Vol.  2,  Caincs'  New  York  Rep.  page  1,  Sup.  Court  of  N. 
Y.  1804. 

'Ships  of  war  sailing  under  the  authority  of  their  government,  in  time  of  peace, 
have  a  right  to  approach  other  vessels  at  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
real  character,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  done  without  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
visitation  and  searcii,  which  does  not  exist  in  time  of  peace,' — [FoZ.  11,  Wheaion, 
page  43. 

'A  trade  exclusively  confined  to  the  subjects  of  one  country  is  purely  national, 
and  must  follow  the  situation  of  that  country  as  to  peace  or  war,  and  be  deemed 
hostile  or  neutral  accordingly;  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  shipment  be  made  in 
time  of  peace  or  war.' — 'In  time  of  war  property  cannot  change  its  character  in 
transitu.'— [\  Gallison,  .56.3,  Circuit  Couii,  U.  S.  1813. 

'A  special  order  of  the  sovereign,  though  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  justifies 
he  captors  in  all  tribunals  of  prize.' — [2  Gallison,  334,  Circuit    Court,  U.  S.  1815. 

'Provisions  become  contraband,  when  destined  to  a  port  of  naval  equipment  of  an 
enemy,  or  for  the  supply  of  his  army.' — [76.  335. 

'A  commission  to  capture  the  enemy's  property,  extends  to  all  neutral  property 
seized  in  violating  neutral  duties ;  for  in  such  case  the  property  is  deemed  quasi 
enemy's  property.'— [2,  lb.  339,  Ct.  Ct.  U.  S.  1815. 

'The  courts  of  this  country  have  no  jurisdiction  to  redress  any  supposed  torts 
committed  on  the  high  seas,  upon  the  property  of  its  citizens  by  a  cruiser  regularly 
commissioned  by  a  foreign  and  friendly  power,  except  where  such  cruiser  has  been 
fitted  out  in  violation  of  our  neutrality.'' — [1  Wheaton,2Z8,  Sup.  Court,  U.  States, 
1816. 

'The  exclusive  cognizance  of  prize  questions  belongs  to  the  capturing  power. 
This  is  a  consequence  of  the  equality  and  absolute  independence  of  sovereign  states, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  duty  to  observe  uniform,  impartial,  neutrality,  on  the 
other.  Under  the  former,  every  sovereign  becomes  the  acknowledged  arbiter  of  his 
oivn  justice,  and  cannot  consistently  with  his  dignity  stoop  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  other 
nations  to  defend  the  acts  of  his  commissioned  agents,  much  less  the  injustice  and 
legality  of  those  rules  of  conduct  which  he  prescribes  to  them.  Under  the  latter, 
neutrals  are  bound  to  withhold  their  interference  between  the  captor  and  the  cap- 
tured;  to  consider  the  fact  of  possession  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  right.  Under 
this,  it  is,  also,  that  it  becomes  unlawful  to  divest  a  captor  of  possession,  even  of  the 
ships  of  a  citizen,  when  seized  under  a  charge  of  having  trespassed  upon  belligerent 
rights.'— [I   Wheaton,  2.54,255. 

[But]  'that  the  mere  fact  of  seizure  as  a  prize  does  not,  of  itself,  oust  the  neutral 
admiralty  court  of  its  jurisdiction,  is  evident  from  this  fact,  that  there  are  acknow- 
ledged cases  in  which  the  courts  of  a  neutral  may  interfere  to  divest  possession,  to 
wit:  those  in  which  her  own  right  to  stand  neutral,  is  invaded.  And  there  is  no 
case  in  which  the  court  of  a  neutral  may  not  claim  the  right  of  determining  whether 
the  capturing  vessel  be,  in  fact,  the  commissioned  cruiser  of  the  belligerent  power. 
Without  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  thus  far,  in  all  cases,  the  power  of  the  admiralty 
would  be  inadequate  to  afford  protection  from  piratical  capture.' — [1  Wlieaton,  page 
258. 

'The  president  of  the  United  States,  is  the  sole  organ  of  the  nation,  in  its  external 
relations,  and  its  sole  representative  with  foreign  nations.  Of  consequence  the 
demand  of  a  foreign  nation  can  only  be  made  on  him.  He  possesses  the  whole 
executive  power.  He  holds  and  directs  the  force  of  the  nation:  of  consequence  any 
act  to  be  performed  by  the  force  of  the  nation  is  to  be  performed  through  him. — He 
is  charged  to  execute  the  laws.  A  treaty  is  declared  to  be  a  law.  He  must  then 
execute  a  treaty,  where  he,  and  he  alone,  possesses  the  means  of  executing  it.'  [That 
is,  supposing  the  ti-eaty  has  been  rendered  complete  by  the  proper  legislative  acts 
that  may  be  necessary  to  its  execution.]  —  [5  Wheaton.  Appendix,  page  26. 

'The  British  Orders  in  Councii,,  and  the  French  Decrees,  which  affected  our 
neutral  rights  [as  above  laid  down]  and  preceded  tlie  war  of  1812  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  were  as  follows,  to  wit : 
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administration  of  the  French  government  by  whom  the  justice 
and  legality  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  to  nidemnity  were  not, 
to  a  very  considerable  extent,  admitted,  and  yet  near  a  quarter  of 
a  century  has  been  wasted  in  ineffectual  negociations  to  secure 
it.' — 'After  the  most  deliberate  and  thorough  examination  of  the 
whole  subject,  a  treaty  between  the  two  gov^ernments  was  con- 
cluded and  signed  at  Paris  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  by  which  it 
was  stipulated  that  'the  French  government,  in  order  to  liberate 
itself  from  all  the  reclamations  preferred  against  it  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  unlawful  seizures,  captures,  sequestrations, 
confiscations,  or  destruction  of  their  vessels,  cargoes,  or  other 
property,  engages  to  pay  a  sum  of  25,000,000  millions  of  francs 
to  the  United  States,  who  shall  distribute  it  among  those  entitled, 
in  the  manner  and  according  to  the  rules  it  shall  determine ;' 

'On  the  16th  of  May,  1806,  the  British  government  issued  an  Ordek  in 
CocNciL,  declaring  the  coast  included  between  the  Elbe  and  Brest  in  a  state  of 
blockade : 

'On  the  21st  of  November,  1806,  the  French  emperor  issued  his  Berlin 
Decree,  declaring  Great  Biitain  and  her  dependencies  in  a  state  of  blockade  : 

'On  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  the  British  government  issued  an  Order  in 
Council,  prohibiting  neutral  ships  from  carrying  on  trade  from  one  enemy's  port  to 
another,  including  France  and  her  allies  : 

'On  the  11th  of  November,  1807,  the  British  Orders  in  Council  were  issued, 
■which  declared  the  continental  ports  from  which  British  ships  were  excluded,  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  (except  in  cases  of  ships  cleared  out  from  Great  Britain,  whose 
cargoes  had  paid  a  transit  duty,)  and  rendered  liable  to  condemnation  all  neutral 
ships,  with  their  cargoes,  trading  from  the  ports  of  France  or  her  allies,  and  their 
dependencies,  or  having  on  board  certificates  of  origin  : 

'On  the  7th  of  December,  1807,  the  French  emperor  issued  his  Milan 
Decree,  declaring  that  any  neutral  ships  which  should  have  touched  at  a  British 
port,  or  paid  a  transit  duty  to  the  British  government,  or  submitted  to  be  searched  by 
British  cruisers,  should  be  liable  to  confiscation  : 

'On  the  22d  of  December,  1307,  the  American  embargo  was  laid  : 

'On  the  1st  of  March,  1809,  the  embargo  was  removed,  and  a  non-inter- 
course substituted  with  both  France  and  England: 

'On  the  19th  of  April,  IS09,  a  negociation  was  concluded  by  Mr.  Erskine, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  trade  with  Great  Britain  was  renewed  on  the  10th  of 
June  : 

•On  the  '26th  of  April,  1809,  a  British  Order  in  Council  was  issued,  modi- 
fying the  former  blockade,  which  was  henceforth  to  be  confined  to  ports  under  the 
governments  of  Holland  (as  far  north  as  the  river  Ems)  and  France,  together  with 
the  colonies  of  both,  and  all  ports  of  Italy  included  between  Orbitello  and  Pesara  : 

'On  the  IOth  of  August,  1809,  the  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
again  took  place,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement  not  being  ratified  : 

'On  the  1st  of  May,  ISIO,  the  trade  with  both  Great  Britain  and  France  was 
OPENED,  under  a  law  of  Cons:ress,  that  whenever  either  power  should  rescind  its 
Orders  or  Decrees  the  President  should  issue  a  proclamation  to  that  effect;  and  in 
case  the  other  party  should  not  within  three  months  equally  withdraw  its  orders  or 
decrees,  that  the  non-importation  act  should  go  into  efiect  witli  respect  to  that  power: 

'O.v  THE  2d  of  November,  1810,  the  President  issued  his  proclamation, 
declaring  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees  to  be  so  far  withdrawn  as  no  longer  to 
affect  the  neutral  rights  of  America : 

'And  the  Orders  in  Council  not  being  rescinded  : — 

•On  the  2p  of  February,  1811,  the  importation  of  British  goods  and  the 
ADMISSION  of  British  ships  into  America  were  prohibited: 

'On  the  4th  of  April,  1812,  an  embargo  was  laid  in  the  United  States:  and — 

'On  the  ISth  of  June  following,  [1812.]  the  United  States  declared  war 
against  Great  Britain.' — [I  Wheaton,  page  278,  279,  and  EllioVs  American 
Diplomaiic  Code,  vol.  2,  page  271,  272;  published,  "Washington,  1834. 
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and  it  was  also  stipulated  on  the  part  of  the  French  government, 
that  this  25.000,000  millions  of  francs  should  'be  paid  at  Paris 
in  six  annual  instalments  of  four  millions  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  francs  and  sixty-six 
centimes  each,  into  the  hands  of  such  person  or  persons  as  shall 
be  authorized  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
it.'  The  first  instalment  to  be  paid  'at  the  expiration  of  one  year 
next  following  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  conven- 
tion, and  the  others  at  successive  intervals  of  a  year,  one  after 
another,  till  the  whole  shall  be  paid.' — 'This  treaty  was  duly 
ratified  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  both 
countries,  and  the  ratification  was  exchanged  at  the  city  of 
Washington  on  the  2d  of  February,  1S32.' — 'The  faith  of  the 
French  nation  having  been  thus  solemnly  pledged,  through  its 
constitutional  organ,  for  the  liquidation  and  ultimate  payment  of 
the  long  deferred  claims  of  our  citizens,  as  also  for  the  adjustment 
of  other  points  of  great  and  reciprocal  benefits  to  both  countries, 
and  the  United  States  having,  with  a  fidelity  and  promptitude 
by  which  their  conduct  will,  I  trust,  be  always  characterized, 
done  every  thing  that  was  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  full 
and  fair  effect  on  their  part,  counted  with  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence, on  equal  fidelity  and  promptitude  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government.' — 'Not  only  has  tJie  French  government 
been  thus  wanting  in  the  performance  of  the  stipulations  it  has 
so  solemnly  entered  into  with  the  United  States,  but  its  omissions 
have  been  marked  by  circumstances  which  would  seem  to  leave 
us  without  satisfactory  evidences  that  such  performance  will 
certainly  take  place  at  a  future  period.  Advice  of  the  exchange 
of  ratification  reached  Paris  prior  to  the  Sth  of  April,  1832.  The 
French  Chambers  were  then  sitting,  and  continued  in  session 
until  the  2lst  of  that  month;  and  although  one  instalment  of  the 
indemnity  was  [would  be]  payable  on  the  2d  of  February,  1S33, 
one  year  after  the  exchange  of  ratification  no  application  was 
made  to  the  Ciiambers  for  the  required  appropriation.* — The 
next  session  of  the  Chambers  commenced  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1832,  and  continued  until  the  25th  of  April,  1833.  Notwith- 
standing the  omission  to  pay  the  first  instalment  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  earnest  remonstrance  on  our  part,  the  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  and  a  billfnakin^^  the  necessary  appropriations 
to  execute  it,  were  not  laid  before  the  Chambers  until  the  6th  of 
April,  nearly  five  months  after  its  meeting,  and  only  nineteen 
days  before  the  close  of  the  session.' f — 'I  regret  to  say  that  the 
pledges  made  through  the  minister  of  France  have  not  been 
redeemed.  The  new  Chambers  met  on  the  3lst  of  July  last, 
and  although  the  subject  of  fulfilling  the  treaties  was  alluded  to 

*  No  reasonable  man  could  complain  of  this  as  a  delaj-^  or  neglect,  for  such  an 
appropriation  would  have  been  nearly  one  year  in  advance. 

t  But  General  Jackson  does  not  tell  us  that  even  at  that  time,  only  two  months 
had  elapsed  since  the  first  instalment  was  due.    What  haste  ! 
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iyi  the  speech  from  the  tlirone^  no  attempt  was  made  by  the  king 
or  his  cabinet  to  procure  an  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. The  reasons  given  for  this  omission^  although  they 
MIGHT  BE  CONSIDERED  SUFFICIENT  iu  an  orMjiciry  case,  are  not 
consistent  with  the  expectations  founded  upon  the  assurances 
given  here,  for  tliere  is  no  constitutional  obstacle  to  entering 
into  legislative  business  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Chambers.' 
Now  I  would  ask  if  there  ever  were  more  frivolous  grounds 
taken,  for  harsh  complaints  made  in  the  most  vituperative  lan- 
guage that  our  government  could  use  towards  another  and  pre- 
serve peace.  Efforts  by  the  king  to  procure  an  appropriation  are 
certainly  recounted  in  one  passage,  and  denied  in  another — a 
bill  is  admitted  to  have  been  reported  very  shortly  after  the  first 
instalment  became  due,  notwithstanding  the  precipitate,  indeco- 
rous, and  urgent  pressure  of  our  government  for  immediate 
payment,  in  effect  sufficient  to  give  umbrage  instead  of  gaining 
its  point.  Nay,  conciliatory  '■reasons'^  were  even  tendered  as  an 
excuse  for  this  small  delay — but  nothing  would  pacify  General 
Jackson  and  appease  his  itching  to  clutch  the  French  king  by 
the  throat.  He  therefore  urged  Congress  to  the  harsh  measure 
of  reprisals,  which  would  doubtless  have  eventuated  in  a  French 
war  to  gratify  a  President's  pique,  or  a  Shylock's  demand  of  a 
pound  of  flesh.  His  words  are — 'It  is  my  conviction  that  the 
United  States  ought  to  insist  on  a  prompt  execution  of  the  treaty ; 
and  in  case  it  be  refused  or  longer  delayed,  take  redress  into 
THEIR  OWN  HANDS.' — 'I  rccommend  that  a  law  be  passed  autho- 
rizing  reprisals  upon  French  property^  in  case  provisions  shall 
not  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  at  the  approaching 
session  of  the  Chambers.'  And  suppose  Congress  had  concurred 
in  that  folly,  would  it  have  procured  the  appropriation  for  the 
debt,  or  an  appropriation  for  a  war  ? 

I  shall  now  return  to  General  Jackson's  first  message,  in  order 
to  resume  the  text,  for  a  moment,  preparatory  to  concluding 
what  1  have  further  to  say  in  this  chapter  respecting  it. 
Having  stated,  that  of  the  unsettled  matters  between  the  United 
States  and  other  powers,  the  most  prominent  are  those  which 
have  for  years  been  the  subject  of  negociation  with  England, 
France,  and  Spain, — and  having  been  somewhat  particular  in  his 
views  respecting  the  two  former,  as  I  have  noticed,  the  ex-president 
next  gave  but  a  cursory  statement  of  his  instructions  to  his  then 
recently  appointed  minister  to  the  court  of  Spain,  in  which  I  see 
nothing  that  calls  for  special  remark.  He  then  says — 'With 
other  European  powers  our  intercourse  is  on  the  most  friendly 
footing.'  That  might  be  a  justifiable  expression,  in  the  view  of 
the  Jacksonian  diplomacy,  notwithstanding  his  subsequent  policy 
of  pinching  the  toes  of  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  and  the  like 
of  Naples,  for  claims  that  were  then  subsisting;  for,  he  subse- 
quently, in  his  third  annual,  characterized  those  and  other  claims 
in  the  following  maimer,  viz :    'The  conclusion  of  a  treaty  for 
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indemnity  with  France,  seemed  to  present  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  oiar  claims  of  a  similar  nature  on  other  powers ; 
and  particularly  in  the  case  of  those  upon  Naples,  more  especially 
as  in  the  course  of  former  negociations  with  tJiat  poicer^  our 
failure  to  induce  France  to  render  us  justice,  was  used  as  an 
argument  against  us.'  So  that  there  was,  in  fact,  as  much  occa- 
sion to  make  harsh  report  of  the  case  of  i\aples  from  the  first,  as 
of  the  rest.  Again,  in  tlie  third  annual,  he  says, — 'Our  demands 
upon  the  government  of  the  two  Sicilies,  are  of  a  peculiar  nature. 
The  injuries  on  which  they  are  founded  are  not  denied,  nor 
are  the  atrocity  and  pcrfidij  under  which  those  injuries  were 
perpetrated,  atteonpted  to  be  extenuated.'^  How,  then,  General 
Jackson  could,  with  sincerity,  in  his  first  message,  have  consi- 
dered our  intercourse  with  those  powers  as  being  'on  the  most 
friendly  footing,'  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  express  an 
opinion.  Presently  after  concluding  his  survey  of  our  European 
relations,  in  his  first  message,  he  says, — 'The  claims  of  our 
citizens  upon  the  South  American  governments  are  in  a  train  of 
settlement.'  And  then,  passing  on  to  our  Mexican  relations,  he 
disguises  their  true  character  in  so  artful  a  manner,  as  to  make 
a  complete  diversion  from  their  real  condition,  by  raising  an  issue 
upon  the  situation  of  our  minister  near  that  Republic,  and  even 
distorting  or  dissembling  its  real  import — the  momentous 
nature  of  which,  together  with  the  other  complicated  wrongs 
between  the  two  countries  with  whicli  it  had  an  ominous  con- 
nection, must  be  deferred  for  the  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

The  duplicity  of  the  Jachsonian  diplomacy  continued,  as  to  our  relations 
ivith  the  Mexican  Republic* 

Of  the  multifarious  and  complicated  evidences  of  the  disinge- 
nousness  and  insincerity  of  Andrew  Jackson,  which  have  been 
cursorily  sketched,  in  the  two  preceding  chapters,  there  is  not 
an  instance  which  approaches  even  to  a  faint  comparrison  with 

*  It  will  doubtless  be  desirable  to  the  reader  to  have  a  statement  of  the  ne2;ocia- 
tions  that  had  taken  place,  and  were  still  pending  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  General  Jackson's  administration.  Tiiis  I  cannot 
do  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner,  than  by  an  extract  from  Mr.  Adam's  speech, 
generally  called  his  Texas  speech,  delivered  about  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress  :    I  therefore  make  the  following  extract  from  that  speech ;  viz.  page  106  : 

'He  [Mr.  Adams]  had  stated,  the  day  before,  that  before  the  United  States  acknow- 
ledged the  independence  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  a  proposal  was  made  by  them  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Torrens,  then  Charge 
d'Affaires  from  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  the  independence  of  which  had  been  pre- 
viously recognized  by  Mr.  Monroe,  that  'the  limits  between  the  two  countries  be 
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that  masterpiece  of  duplicity  which  the  ex-president  and  his 
then  secretary  of  state,  now  president  by  the  dictation  of  the 
ex-president,  practised  towards  our  immediate  neighbour  and 
sister  confederacy  of  Mexico.     When  it  is  known  that  at  and 

fixed  according  to  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  of  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, IS  19,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  drawing  the  line  and  establishing 
the  landmarks,  by  commissioners  appointed  by  both  governments,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  was  provided  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  said  treaty.'  The  note  of  Mr.  Tor- 
rens  containing  this  proposal,  dated  the  15th  of  February,  1824,  is^among  the  papers 
communicated  to  this  House  at  the  special  session  of  Congress,  last  October,  in  the 
document  No.  42.  Whether  any  immediate  answer  was  given  to  the  note  of  Mr. 
Torrens  does  not  appear  in  the  document,  and  is  not  within  my  recollection.  The 
answer  to  the  note,  if  any  was  given,  may  be  among  the  voluminous  mass  of  papers 
just  now  communicated,  and  lying  on  the  table,  or  it  may  be  among  the  archives  of 
the  Department  of  State. 

'It  would  be  recollected  by  members  of  that  House,  that,  on  account  of  impending 
difficulties,  there  had  not  been  an  American  Minister  to  Mexico  for  two  or  three 
years  after  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  that  Republic.  Two  attempts 
were  made  to  make  such  an  appointment ;  neither  of  which  was  successful.  The 
first  selected  to  fill  that  station  was  General  Andrew  Jackson,  who  did  not  accept 
the  appointment.  The  second  was  Ninian  Edwards,  who  accepted  it,  but  was  pre- 
vented, by  circumstances  within  the  memory  of  us  all,  from  entering  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties.  A  year  or  more  elapsed,  after  the  note  of  Mr.  Torrens,  and 
there  was  yet  no  Minister  to  Mexico.  At  length  Mr.  Poinsett  was  sent  thither. 
Among  the  documents  laid  upon  the  tables  of  members  of  that  House,  there  was  a 
letter  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  March  26, 182-5,  to  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, containing  a  reference  to  this  question  of'the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico.  It  begins  with  a  copy  of  the  treaty  defining  that  line,  and  says, 
that  that  part  of  the  treaty  remained  to  be  executed,  after  the  recognition  of  Mexican 
independence.     And  in  the  same  letter  there  was  the  following  paragraph  : 

'Some  difficulties  may  possibly  hereafter  arise  between  the  two  countries  from  the  line 
thus  agreed  upon,  against  which  it  would  be  desirable  now  to  guard,  if  practicable;  and  as 
the  Government  of  Mexico  may  be  supposed  not  to  have  any  disincHnation  to  the  fixation 
of  a  new  line,  which  would  prevent  those  difficulties,  the  President  wishes  you  to  sound  it 
on  that  subject,  and  to  avail  yourself  of  a  favourable  disposition,  if  you  should  find  it,  to 
effect  that  object.  The  line  of  the  Sabine  approaches  our  great  Western  mart  nearer  than 
could  be  wished.  Perhaps  the  Mexican  Government  may  not  be  unwilling  to  establish 
that  of  the  Rio  Brasses  de  Dios,  or  the  Rio  Colorado,  or  the  Snow  mountain,  or  the  Rio 
del  Norte,  in  lieu  of  it.  By  the  agreed  line,  portions  of  both  the  Red  river  and  branches 
of  the  Arkansas  are  thrown  on  the  IMexican  side,  and  the  navigation  of  both  those  rivers, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Sabine,  is  made  common  to  the  respective  inhabitants  of  the  two 
countries.  When  the  countries  adjacent  to  those  waters  shall  come  to  be  thickly  inhabited, 
collisions  and  misunderstandings  may  arise  from  the  community  thus  established,  in  the 
use  of  their  navigation,  which  it  would  be  well  now  to  prevent.  If  the  line  were  so  altered 
as  to  throw  altogether  on  one  side  Red  river  and  Arkansas,  and  their  respective  tributary 
streams,  and  the  line  on  the  Sabine  were  removed  further  west,  all  causes  of  future  colli- 
sion would  be  prevented.  The  Government  of  Mexico  may  have  a  motive  for  such  an 
alteration  of  the  line  as  is  here  proposed,  in  the  fact  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  placing 
the  city  of  Mexico  nearer  the  centre  of  its  territories.  If  the  line  were  so  changed,  the 
greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  powerful,  warlike,  and  turbulent  Indian  nation  of  the 
Camanches  would  be  thrown  on  the  side  of  the  United  States  ;  and  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  proposed  cession  of  territory,  they  would  stipulate  to  restrain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
Camanches  from  committing  hostilities  and  depredations  upon  the  territories  and  people, 
whether  Indians  or  otherwise,  of  Mexico.' 

Then  followed  an  argument  to  show  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  this  line, 
and  the  passage  thus  concludes  : 

'But  if  you  shall  find  that  the  Mexican  Government  is  unwilling  to  alter  the  agreed  line 
in  the  manner  proposed,  and  that  it  insists  upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and  fourth 
articles  of  the  treaty  before  mentioned,  you  are  authorized  to  agree  to  the  recognition  and 
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anterior  to  the  date  of  General  Jackson's  first  message  of  Decem- 
ber Sth,  1829,  he  was  in  possession  of  the  fact  of  a  conspiracy- 
being  on  foot  among  onr  own  citizens  for  the  pnrpose  of  dismem- 
bering the  Mexican  dominions,  both  from  the  representations  of 

establishment  of  the  line  as  describerl  in  the  third  article,  and  to  the  demarcation  of  it 
forlhwiih;  as  is  stipulated  in  the  fourth' 

Of  course  the  Minister  was  instructed  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Government 
of  Mexico  would  be  willing  to  alter  the  line,  to  propose  a  new  one,  varying  two 
degrees  from  that  of  the  Sabine,  established  by  the  treaty  with  Spain.  But,  if  she 
were  not  willing  to  accede  to  this,  he  was  instructed  to  propose  commissioners  to 
make  a  survey,  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  line.  This  proposition,  as  had' been 
stated  the  day  before,  was  found  to  be  exceedingly  disagreeable  to  the  Mexican 
Government.  Yet,  at  a  still  later  period,  (1S27,)  a  new  proposition,  still  more  spe- 
cific and  particular,  to  the  same  effect,  was  made  by  this  Government  to  Mexico. 
In  the  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  it  was  said : 

'The  great  extent  and  the  facility  which  appears  to  have  attended  the  procurement  of 
grants  from  the  Government  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  for  large  tracts  of  country  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  province  of  Texas,  authorize  the  belief  that  but  little 
value  is  placed  upon  the  possession  of  the  province  by  that  Government.  These  grants 
seem  to  have  been  made  without  any  sort  of  equivalent,  judging  according  to  our  opinions 
of  the  value  of  land.  They  have  been  made  to,  and  apparently  in  contemplation  of  being 
settled  by  citizens  from  the  United  States.  These  emigrants  will  carry  with  them  our 
principles  of  law,  liberty,  and  religion;  and  however  much  it  may  be  hoped  they  might  be 
disposed  to  amalgamate  with  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  so  far  as  political  freedom 
is  concerned,  it  would  tc  almost  too  much  to  expect  that  all  collisions  w.";uld  be  avoided 
on  other  subjects.  Already  some  of  these  collisions  have  manifested  themselves,  and 
others  in  the  progress  of  time,  may  be  anticipated  with  confidence.  These  collisions  may 
insensibly  enlist  the  sympathies  and  feelings  of  the  two  Republics,  and  lead  to  misunder- 
standings ' 

Then  there  was  a  further  argument  proposing  an  alteration  of  the  line : 

'The  boundary  which  we  prefer  is  that,  which  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte  in  the  sea,  shall  ascend  that  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Puerco;  thence,  ascending 
this  river  to  its  source,  and  from  its  source,  by  a  line  due  north,  to  strike  the  Arkansas; 
thence,  following  the  course  of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Arkansas,  to  its  source,  in  latitude 
42  degrees  north;  and  thence,  by  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  the  South  Sea.  The  boun- 
dary thus  described,  would,  according  to  the  United  States  Tanner''s  map,  published  in 
the  United  States,  leave  Santa  Fe  within  the  limits  of  Mexico,  and  the  whole  of  Red 
river,  or  Rio  Roxo  and  the  Arkansas,  as  far  up  as  it  is  probably  navigable  within  the  limits 
assigned  to  the  United  States.  If  that  boundary  be  unattainable,  we  would,  as  the  next 
most  desirable,  agree  to  that  of  the  Colorado,  beginning  at  its  mouth,  in  the  bay  of  Ber- 
nardo, and  ascending  the  river  to  its  source;  and  thence,  by  a  line  due  north,  to  the  Arkan- 
sas; and  thence,  as  above  traced,  to  the  South  Sea.  This  latter  boundary  would  probably 
also  give  us  the  whole  of  the  Red  river,  would  throw  us  somewhat  further  from  Santa  Fe, 
but  it  would  strike  Arkansas,  possibly,  at  a  navigable  point.  To  obtain  the  first  described 
boundary,  the  President  authorizes  you  to  offer  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  million  of  dollars.  If  you  find  it  impracticable  to  procure  that  line  you,  are 
then  authorized  to  ofTer,  for  the  above  line  of  the  Colorado,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.' 

Now,  these  two  propositions  were  made  when  Texas  was  free,  slavery  having 
been  abolished  by  law  in  that  province  ;  and  Mr.  A.  said,  that  he  referred  to  them  at 
this  time,  because  there  had  then  already  been  grants  of  land  made  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  that  province,  laying  the  foundation  of  that  spirit  lately  and  at 
present  so  manifest  in  this  country,  of  grasping  at  that  territory.  He  had  said,  that 
this  proposition  of  altering  the  boundary  between  this  country  and  Mexico  was 
highly  disgreeable  to  the  latter.  The  Minister  from  this  Government  had  been 
authorized  to  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  as  well  as  of  limits.     He  says : 

'I  waited  on  the  Secretary  of  Stale  by  appointment  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant, 
in  order  to  discuss  the  manner  of  conducting  the  negociations  for  the  treaties  of  commerce 
and  of  limits  between  the  two  nations.  It  was  agreed  to  treat  the  two  subjects  separately.' 
—'With  respect  to  the  treaty  of  limits,  I  suggested  that,  although  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  held  itself  bound  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  limits  with  the  king  of 
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that  government,  and  from  communications  of  American  citizens 
to  the  same  effect — and  when  it  is  also  known  that  our  minister 
there,  had  for  a  'long  time'  rendered  himself  odious  to  that 
government  by  his  interference  in  its  internal  concerns,  together 

Spain,  22  ofFebruary,  1819,  still  it  would  appear  more  becoming  the  independent  charac- 
ter of  this  [Mexican]  Government  to  lay  aside  that  treaty  altogether,  and  to  endeavour  to 
establish  a  boundary  which  would  be  more  easily  defined,  and  which  might  be  mutually 
more  advantageous.  The  Secretary  expressed  himself  much  gratified  by  such  a  suggestion, 
and  proposed  that  the  two  Governments  should  forthwith  appoint  commissioners  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  of  the  country  bordermg  on  the  line  formerly  settled  with  Spain,  so  as 
to  obtain  such  information  in  regard  to  that  portion  of  our  respective  territories  as  would 
enable  us  to  act  understandingly  on  the  subject-' 

There  was  the  proposition.  The  Minister  proposed  that  the  commissioners 
should  be  appointed  to  trace  the  line,  under  the  treaty  of  1795,  'so  as  to  enable  us 
to  act  understandingly,'  he.     He  continues : 

'I  objected  to  this  proposal,  the  limited  powers  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  such  an  appointment  could  not  well  be  made  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 
He  replied  that  his  Government  would  be  very  averse  permanently  to  fix  the  limits 
between  the  two  nations  on  the  very  slender  information  they  at  present  possessed  of  that 
frontier  country.' 

There  is  the  first  answer  to  the  first  proposition ;  and  it  required  no  great  depth  to 
imderstand  the  feelings  with  which  that  proposition  was  regarded  by  Mexico.  The 
letter  proceeds : 

'After  some  further  conversation  on  the  subject,  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  address 
me  a  note,  stating  the  views  of  this  [Mexican]  Government  in  relation  to  the  proposed 
convention  of  limits.     This  has  not  yet  been  received.' 

Well  (continued  Mr.  A.,)  then  follows  the  note  of  the  20th  of  July,  1825,  in 
which  the  Mexican  Secretary  of  State  distinctly  proposes  that  the  two  subjects  of 
negociation  be  treated  separately,  and  without  reference  to  one  another. 

'We  might  then,  if  your  excellency  thought  proper,  and  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, proceed  immediately  to  negociate  the  treaty  of  commerce,  leaving  on  one  side  the 
point  of  limits  ;  that  we  might  negociate  on  this  subject,  the  two  Governments  might 
name  their  commissioners,  who,  on  examining  together  the  country  within  a  given  latitude, 
from  one  sea,  to  another,  might  present  exact  information,  upon  which  the  limits  might  be 
established,  as  is  desired.' 

To  this  Mr.  Poinsett  objects,  as  he  had  done  before.  Then  follows  a  letter  dated 
in  March,  1826,  and  written  by  JMr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay,  nine  months  afterwards  : 

'By  the  colonization  law  passed  in  August,  1824,  the  General  Government  reserved 
twenty  leagues  of  land  from  the  frontiers  of  neighbouring  nations,  and  ten  leagues  from 
the  sea  shore,  which  cannot  be  granted  by  the  States  except  with  the  previous  consent  of 
the  Executive.  Having  learnt  that  the  President  had  given  his  consent  to  a  grant  of  land 
made  by  the  State  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  of  a  tract  situated  within  that  limit,  on  the 
Red  river,  I  called  this  morning  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  told  Espinosa 
that  I  should  not  consider  any  grant  as  valid  that  was  made  while  the  negociations 
were  pending,  in  the  event  of  that  portion  of  country  being  included  by  the  treaty  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States.  He  admitted  that  the  objection  was  proper,  and  engaged 
to  write  to  the  State  of  Texas  on  the  subjec-t ' 

Here  Mr.  Poinsett  undertakes  to  protest  ^gainst  grants  of  land  on  the  ground  that 
the  territory  in  question  may  be  annexed  to  the  United  States.  On  the  18th  of 
March,  a  few  months  after  this,  he  says : 

'This  Government  has  appointed  General  Teran  to  examine  the  country  near  our 
respective  frontiers,  and  to  obtain  such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  treat  upon  that 
subject  understandingly.' 

The  Government  of  Mexico  at  this  time  felt  so  deep  an  interest  in  this  matter  of 
the  boundary,  that,  without  waiting  for  the  treaty,  they  undertook,  by  their  own 
authority,  to  trace  the  line.  This  was  analogous  to  a  proceeding  at  home,  to  a  ques- 
tion now  pending,  and  which  Mr.  A.  wished  were  settled,  as  indeed  it  must  be,  one 
way  or  another,  before  long :  and  it  was  now  a  question  whether  Maine  should  not 
do  as  Mexico  had  in  this  instance  done,  and  run  her  own  boundary  line,  without 
reference  to  the  wishes  or  action  of  Great  Britain. 
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with  his  zealous  efforts  to  promote  the  acquisition  of  Texas — it 
will  strike  all  honest  and  sincere  men  with  amazement,  that 
General  Jackson,  as  president  of  a  moral,  just,  and  magnanimous 
people,  could  have  reconciled  it  to  himself  to  pursue  the  course 

At  a  later  period,  (continued  Mr.  Adams,)  Mr.  Poinsett  says,  under  date  of  the 
(Jth  of  October,  1827  : 

'The  only  act  passed  by  the  Congress,  since  the  commencement  of  their  session,  of  any 
importance,  is  the  appropriation  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  towards  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  commissioner,  General  Teran,  appointed  by  this  Government  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  country  which  lies  near  and  upon  the  boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  agreeably  to  the  views  of  this  government,  as  expressed  in  their  communica- 
tion of  the of  August,  1825.  The  commission  has  not  set  out  on  this  expedition  for  want 

of  funds,  Congress  having  appropriated  what  the  Treasury  does  not  at  this  moment  con- 
tain. In  private  conversations  with  the  President  and  Secretaries,  I  have  sought  to  con- 
vince them  of  the  uselessness  of  this  expedition,  until  the  treaty  of  limits  is  definitively 
Settled.  They  say,  in  reply,  that  the  public  is  so  anxious  to  have  that  question  settled, 
that  they  think  it  politic  so  to  act  at  present,  and  assure  me  of  their  earnest  desire  10 
adjust  that  delicate  point  as  soon  as  possible.' 

There  is  a  subsequent  document  in  which  there  is  a  formal  acknowledgment  that 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  possessed  the  right  separately  to  draw  this  line. 

On  the  19tli  of  March,  1828,  Mr.  Obregon,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  Mexico 
to  the  United  States,  informed  their  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Clay,  that  the  Mexican 
Government  had  appointed  General  Teran  to  perform  (separately)  the  scientific 
operations  and  surveys  necessary  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  limits. 
To  this  notification  Mr.  Clay  answered  on  the  24th  of  March  ;  and  in  that  answer  says; 

'The  treaty  to  which  you  are  understood  to  refer,  lately  concluded  at  Mexico,  has  not 
yet  been  received,  and  consequently  is  not  yet  ratified  by  this  Government.  Any  joint 
measures,  therefore,  in  relation  to  its  execution,  would  be  premature  until  that  ceremony 
is  performed.  But  as  the  operations  and  surveys  contemplated  by  General  Teran'a 
appointment  are  presumed  to  be  intended  for  the  satisiaction  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  Mexico,  the  President  has  no  objection  to  them.  I  have  therefore  the 
pleasure  of  transmitting  the  passport  requested  from  this  olTice,  which,  although  it  may 
not  be  necessary  to  the  security  of  General  Teran  and  his  suite,  may  conduce  to  the 
removal  of  any  obstructions  which,  without  it,  he  might  possibly  encounter.' 

In  order  to  show  the  interest  which  the  Government  of  Mexico  attached  to  this 
subject  at  the  time,  Mr.  A.  referred  to  another  letter  of  Mr,  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay, 
in  which  the  former  said  : 

'The  Mexican  Chamber  of  Deputies  passed  a  resolution,  when  the  treaty  was  formally 
before  them,  on  which,  I  understand  they  will  insist.  It  is  in  these  words,  viz.  'This 
Chamber  will  not  take  into  consideration  the  treaty  which  the  Government  has  concluded 
with  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  until  an  article  shall  be  inserted  in  it  recogni- 
zing the  validity  of  that  which  was  celebrated  by  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  in  the  year  1819, 
with  the  Government  of  Washington,  respecting  the  limits  of  the  territories  of  the  two 
contracting  parties.' 

'The  Plenipotentiaries,  in  reply  to  all  my  observations  on  the  subject,  and  to  my  propo- 
sals to  alter  the  limits,  insisted  that  Mexico  had  a  right  to  consider  that  treaty  binding 
upon  the  United  States,  as  being  invested  with  all  the  rights  of  Spain,  and  bound  by  all 
the  obligations  of  the  mother  country.  They  instanced  the  cession  made  by  Spain  to 
Great  Britain  of  certain  rights  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  which,  ho\vievcr  inconvenient  to 
the  Mexican  Government,  it  h.id  nevertheless  felt  itself  bound  to  ratify  ;  and,  in  short, 
declared  that  if  I  did  not  consent  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties, It  would  be  useless  to  discuss  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  as  it  was  certain  that 
Congress  would  not  ratify  any  treaty  which  did  not  contain  such  a  provision.' 

The  treaty  of  commerce  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  Mexico  for  their  assent 
was  not  taken  into  consideration,  on  the  ground  that  the  question  of  limits  was  not 
yet  settled.  A  protocol  of  conference  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  limits  was  then  issued, 
in  which  allusion  was  made  to  the  resolution  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  the 
subject,  and  which  resolution  was  as  follows  : 

^The  Plenipotentiaries  of  Mexico  read  the  resolution  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  which 
is  in  the  following  words,  viz  : 

'This  House  will  not  take  into  consideration  the  treaty  which  the  Government  has  con- 
cluded with  the  United  States  of  America,  so  long  as  it  does  not  contain  an  article  which 
Bhall  renew  the  existence  of  the  treaty  celebrated  by  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  in  the  year 
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he  did,  with  the  consummate  arts  of  comphcated  dissimulation 
never  before  practised,  as  shall,  in  the  sequel  be  made  perfectly- 
manifest.  It  will  best  conform  to  the  order  in  which  I  propose 
to  treat  this  subject,  first  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  reader  to 

1819,  with  that  of  \Vashington,  respecting  the  territorial  limits  of  the  two  contracting 
parties.' 

'This  resolution  was  passed  on  the  2d  of  April,  1827,  and  the  treaty  was  accordingly 
sent  back  to  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

'The  Plenipotentiaries  observed  that  this  resolution  rendered  it  imperative  upon  the 
Executive  first  to  settle  this  important  question;  and,  from  the  tenor  of  the  note  addressed 
to  them  by  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  they  presumed  he  could  liave  no 
objection  to  regard  the  above  mentioned  treaty  as  in  full  force  and  binding  upon  the 
United  States.' 
And  the  protocol  proceeds  to  say : 

'The  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied,  that,  although  the  limits,  as  settled 
by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  were  liable  to  some  objections,  and  might  be  altered  advan- 
tageously for  both  the  contracting  parties,  as  he  had  before  frequently  explained,  still,  if 
the  Government  of  Mexico  insisted  upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of 
that  treaty,  he  could  not  object  to  it. 

'The  Mexican  Plenipotentiaries  said  that  their  Government  had  invariably  acted  upon 
the  principle  that  Mexico  was  bound  to  respect  the  treaties  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  prior 
to  the  declaration  of  her  independence:  as,  for  instance.  Great  Britain  had  acquired  rights 
from  Spain  within  the  territory  of  Mexico,  (in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,)  which,  however 
inconvenient  to  this  Government,  it  was  proposed  not  to  disturb,  and  had  acknowledged 
the  existence  of  those  rights  in  the  recent  treaty  with  that  power. 

'The  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  dispute  the 
validity  of  a  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  at  a  period  when 
Mexico  formed  a  component  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy;  and  that  it  was  evident  from 
former  conferences,  and  from  his  note  on  that  subject,  that  he  had  never  controverted 
this  principle.  Any  alteration  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  must  depend  upon  the  mutual 
consent  of  the  present  contracting  parlies;  but  as  the  Executive  and  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  of  Mexico  appeared  determined  to  insist  upon  carrying  the  third  and  fourth 
articles  of  that  treaty  into  effect,  he  should  no  longer  object  to  it.' 

The  protocol  of  the  next  conference  contained  an  article  to  that  effect. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  had  referred  to  all  these  documents  to  show  the  extreme  interest 
felt  by  the  Government  of  Mexico  in  this  question  of  boundary. 

He  now  came  to  a  very  important  and  particular  instruction  from  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
as  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  the  year  1829,  [August  25th.]  This 
was  a  very  long  letter,  and  began  thus : 

'It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  you  should,  without  delay,  open  a  negociation  with 
the  Mexican  Government  for  the  purchase  of  so  much  of  the  province  of  Texas  as  is 
hereinafter  descrhbed,  or  for  such  a  part  thereof  as  they  can  be  induced  to  cede  to  us,  if 
the  same  be  conformable  to  either  of  the  locations  with  which  you  are  herewith  furnished. 
The  President  is  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  may  be  interposed  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  in  view;  but  he  confidently  believes  that  the  views  of  the  matter  which  it 
will  be  in  your  power  to  submit,  and  the  pecuniary  consideration  which  you  will  he  autho- 
rized to  propose,  will  enable  you  to  effect  it.  He  is  induced,  by  a  deep  conviction  of  the 
real  necessity  of  the  proposed  acquisition,  not  only  as  a  guard  for  our  western  frontier, 
and  the  protection  of  New  Orleans,  but  also  to  secure  forever  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  the  undisputed  and  undisturbed  possession  of  the  navigation  of 
that  river,  together  with  the  belief  that  tlie  present  moment  is  particularly  favourable  for 
the  purpose,  to  request  your  early  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  subject. 

'The  territory  of  which  a  cession  is  desired  by  the  United  States  is  all  that  part  of  the 
province  of  Texas  which  lies  east  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  the  centre 
of  the  desert  or  Grand  Prairie,  which  lies  west  of  the  Rio  Nueces,  and  is  represented  to  be 
nearly  two  hundred  miles  in  width,  and  to  extend  north  to  the  mountains.  The  proposed 
line  following  the  course  of  the  centre  of  that  desert  or  prairie,  north,  to  the  mountains, 
dividing  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  from  those  that  run  eastward  to  the 
Gulf,  and  until  it  strikes  our  present  boundary  at  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude.  It  is 
known  that  the  line  above  described  includes  the  Spanish  settlements  of  La  Bahia  and 
San  Antonia  de  Bexar,  comprising  all  the  Mexican  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  this 
may  furnish  an  objection  to  so  extensive  a  cession.  If,  from  this  circumstance,  the 
objection  should  be  made,  and  you  find  the  Mexican  Government  disposed  to  cede  any 
portion  of  the  territory  in  question  you  are  authorized  to  agree  to  any  of  the  following 
lines,  regarding  those  furthest  west  as  preferable.     The  second  proposed  line  commences 
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the  veil  which  General  .Tackson  artfully  threw  over  the  whole  of 
this  matter,  in  his  first  message  to  Congress,  to  cover  or  keep 
out  of  view  the  more  important  information  that  was  then  in  his 
possession.  To  do  this  the  more  effectually  I  shall  make  a 
copious  extract  from  that  message,  viz  : 

on  the  western  bank  of  the  Rio  de  la  Baca,  where  it  discharges  itself  into  Matagorda  Bay, 
and  continuing  up  that  river  on  the  western  banit  thereof,  to  the  head  of  its  most  westerly 
branch;  thence,  due  north,  until  the  line  shall  strike  the  Rio  Colorado;  and  thence,  up 
the  Colorado  river,  on  the  western  bank  thereof,  to  the  head  of  its  principal  stream;  thence, 
by  the  most  direct  course  that  will  intersect  our  line  at  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  include  the  head  waters  of  the  Arkansas  and  Rod  rivers. 

'The  third  proposal  may  be  a  line  to  commence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Colorado 
where  that  river  empties  itself  into  Matagorda  Bay,  and  on  the  west  bank  thereof,  to  con- 
tinue up  that  river  to  the  head  of  its  principal  stream;  and  thence,  by  a  line  drawn  from 
the  head  of  its  principal  stream  so  as  to  intersect  our  present  boundary  line  at  the  torty- 
second  degree  of  north  latitude,  including  also  the  head  waters  last  mentioned. 

'The  last  proposition  may  be  a  line  to  commence  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Brassos  de  Dies,  and  on  the  westerly  bank  of  that  river,  to  pursue  the  course  of 
that  river  up  to  the  head  of  its  most  westerly  branch  by  the  west,  bank  thereof;  and  from 
the  head  of  that  branch  of  the  river  by  such  a  course  as  will  enable  us  to  intersect  our 
present  line  at  the  point  already  indicated.' 

There  was,  in  this  letter,  a  very  long  argument  in  favour  of  the  propositions 
which  Mr.  Poinsett  was  instructed  to  make  to  the  Mexican  Government ;  and  some 
portions  of  that  argument  were  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House.    The  writer  says  : 

'We  are  not  left  altogether  to  conjecture  and  speculation  as  to  the  results  which  are  to 
be  expected  from  a  contiguity  of  settlements  under  such  unfavourable  circumstances.  The 
experience  of  the  past  affords  the  means  of  a  safe  estimate  of  the  future.  A  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  not  unfrequently  of  encroachment,  has  been  exhibited  by  our  citizens  who 
inhabit  that  frontier,  which  has  been  productive  of  much  uneasiness  to  the  Mexican 
Government,  and  not  without  solicitude  to  this.  Most  of  the  grants  that  have  been  made 
in  Texas  are  already  in  the  hands  of  Americans  and  Europeans.  Notwithstanding  the 
cautious  policy  evinced  by  the  Mexican  Government  in  the  designation  of  an  extensive 
border  territory,  within  which  no  grants  should  be  made  or  settlements  permitted,  the 
improvements  of  the  Americans  on  the  Texas  side  commence  from  what  is  regarded  as 
the  boundary  line,  and  are  scattered  over  the  prohibited  territory.  Not  only  has  the 
interdict  been  thus  disi-egarded  by  the  adventurous  spirits  who  have  been  attracted 
thither  by  the  unsettled  stale  of  the  Mexican  Government,  but  that  Government  itself 
has  (it  is  understood)  been  induced,  by  a  conviction  of  the  impossibility  of  causing  it  to 
be  respected,  to  make  grants  within  its  limits.  The  want  of  contidence  and  reciprocal 
attachment  between  the  Government  and  the  present  inhabitants  of  Texas,  (not  Spanish.) 
from  whatever  cause  arising,  is  too  notorious  to  require  elucidation.  It  has,  in  the  short 
space  of  Jive  years,  displayed  itself  in  not  less  than  four  revolts,  one  of  them  having 
for  its  avoiDcd  object  the  independence  of  the  country.  This  Government  embraced 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  satisfy  that  of  Mexico  that  the  resistance  to  her  lawful  autho- 
rity thus  made  was  without  aid  or  countenance,  direct  or  indirect  from  us.  The 
ancient  and  well-settled  policy  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect  is  so  well  known, 
and  has  been  so  scrupulously  adhered  to,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  apprehension  that  it 
can  be  ever  or  long  misunderstood  by  other  powers.  But  still,  the  recurrence  of  scenes 
like  these,  whilst  they  furnish  the  causes  of  onerous  expenses  and  perpetual  inquietude 
on  the  part  of  Mexico,  must  in  the  nature  of  things,  have  a  tendency  to  excite  at 
least  temporary  suspicions  of  our  motives,  and  produce  consequent  heart-burnings, 
hostile  to  those  cordial  and  friendly  relations  which  should  ever  be  preserved  between 
neighbouring  States. 

Here,  by  the  authority  of  the  head  of  the  very  party  now  proposing  to  annex  this 
territory,  it  is  admitted  that  the  want  of  confidence  arid  reciprocal  attachment  between 
the  Government  and  inhabitants  of  Texas,  has,  in  the  short  space  of  five  years  dis- 
played itself  in  not  less  than  four  revolts,  one  of  them  having  for  its  avowed  object 
the  independence  of  the  country. 

In  another  part  of  these  instructions  (continued  Mr.  Adams)  occur  the  following 


'The  President  does  not  desire  the  proposed  cession  without  rendering  a  just  and  fair 
equivalent  for  it.  He  therefore  authorizes  you  to  offer  to  the  Mexican  Government,  for  a 
cession  according  to  the  first  mentioned  boundary,  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  of 
dollars;  and  so  strong  are  his  convictions  of  its  great  value  to  the  United  States,  that  he 
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'Deeply  interested  as  we  are  in  the  prosperity  of  our  sister  republics;  and 
more  particularly  in  that  of  our  imnaediate  neighbour,  it  would  be  most 
gratifying  to  me  were  I  permitted  to  say,  that  the  treatment  which  we  have 
received  at  her  hands  has  been  as  vnivcrsally  friendly,  as  the  early  and  con- 
stant solicitude  manifested  by  the  United  States  for  her  success,  gave  us  a 
right  to  expect.  But  it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  prejudices  long 
indulged  by  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  against  the  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  have  had  an 
influence  upon  the  affairs  of  the  two  countries;  and  have  diminished  that 
usefulness  to  his  own,  which  was  justly  to  be  expected  from  his  talents  and 
zeal.  To  this  cause,  in  a  great  degree,  is  to  be  imputed  ihe  failure  of  several 
measures  equally  interesting  to  both  parties;  but  particularly  that  of  the 
Mexican  government  to  ratify  a  treaty  negociated  and  concluded  in  its  own 
capital,  and  under  its  own  eye.  Under  these  circumstances  it  appeared 
expedient  to  give  Mr.  Poinsett  the  option  either  to  return  or  not,  as  in  his 
judgment  the  interest  of  his  country  might  require;  and  instructions  to  that 
effect  were  prepared,  but  before  they  could  be  despatched,  a  communication 
was  received  from  the  government  of  Mexico,  through  its  Charge  d'Affaires 
here,  requesting  the  recall  of  our  minister.  This  was  promptly  complied 
with ;  and  a  representative  of  a  rank  corresponding  with  that  of  the  Mexican 

will  not  object,  if  you  should  find  it  indispensably  necessary,  to  go  as  high  as  five  millions. 
You  will,  of  course,  consult  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  by  obtaining  the  cession  (if 
it  can  be  obtained  at  all)  upon  terms  as  favourable,  and  for  a  price  as  low  as  practicable, 
regarding  the  sum  above  stated  only  as  the  maximum  amount  to  which  you  are  authorized 
to  go.  Should  you  find  the  Government  of  Mexico  unwilling  to  part  with  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  their  territory  as  would  be  includcid  in  the  first  mentioned  bounds,  but  disposed  to 
cede  a  less  quantity,  you  will,  in  such  case,  endeavour  to  obtain  a  cession  agreeably  to 
some  one  of  the  boundaries  alwve  described,  urging  them  in  the  order  of  preference  before 
stated,  and  stipulate  to  pay  therefor  a  sum,  which,  estimating  five  millions  as  a  fair  com- 
pensation for  the  largest  extent  proposed,  would  be  a  proportioivate  equivalent  for  that 
which  IS  ceded.'  »«»»»« 

'I  have  already  stated,  that  the  present  moment  is  regarded  by  us  as  an  auspicious  one 
to  secure  the  cession;  and  will  now  add,  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable 
objection  to  its  being  embraced,  on  the  score  of  delicacy,  or  from  an  apprehension  that,  in 
doing  so,  we  would  give  offence  to  the  Government  of  Mexico.  Nothing  would  be  more 
adverse  to  the  feelings  of  the  President  than  to  give  that  Government  reason  to  believe, 
that  he  is  capable  of  taking  advantage  of  their  necessities  to  obtain  from  them  any  portion 
of  the  Mexican  territory,  the  cession  of  which  would  impair  the  true  interests  or  conwnit 
the  honour  of  that  country. 

'The  comparatively  small  value  of  the  territory  in  question  to  Mexico;  its  remote  and 
disconnected  situation;  the  unsettled  condition  ol'  her  affairs;  the  depressed  and  languish- 
ing state  of  her  finances;  and  the  still,  and  at  this  moment  particularly,  threatening  atti- 
tude of  Spain,  all  combine  to  point  out  and  recommend  to  Mexico,  the  policy  of  parting 
with  a  portion  of  her  territory,  of  very  limited  and  contingent  benefit,  to  supply  herself 
with  the  means  of  defending  the  residue,  with  the  better  prospect  of  success,  and  with  less 
onerous  buvdens  to  her  citizens.' 

In  these  paragraphs  (coritiniied  Mr.  Adams)  are  proofs  abundant  of  both  parts  of 
that  duplicity  which  I  have  charged  against  the  late  Administration  in  regard  to  its 
Mexican  policy.  This  letter  of  "instructions  artfully  touches  upon  a  series  of  argu- 
ments for  the  accomplishment  of  the  designs  of  this  Government,  whil«  it  contains  a 
denial  of  all  intention  to  take  advantage  of  those  arguments  for  that  purpose.  In  the 
first  place,  there  is  the  admission  explicitly  made,  that  this  Government  might  take 
advantage  of  the  circumstances  alluded  to,  to  wrest  Texas  from  Mexico,  and  then  a 
disavowal  of  all  such  intention.  Taken  together,  do  they  not  clearly  make  out  a 
case  of  double-dealing  on  the  part  of  this  Government  with  that  of  Mexico  ?  This 
letter  was  dated  August,  1829.  It  so  happened,  that  before  it  could  reach  our 
Minister  in  Mexico,  that  Minister  had  become  so  obnoxious  to  the  Government  of  that 
Republic,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  earnestness  with  which  he  pressed  this  odious 
subject  of  the  boundary,  that  that  Government  had  sent  to  ours  a  demand  for  his 
immediate  recall.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Van  Burenwas  dated  August,  [2.5th,]  1829,  and 
was  despatched  by  a  person  by  the  name  of  Butler,  who,  on  arriving  in  Mexico, 
found  that  tliat  Government  had  peremptorily  demanded  the  recall  of  Mr.  Poinsett,' 
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diplomatic  agent,  near  this  gorernment  was  appointed.  Our  conduct  toicards 
that  republic  has  been  uniformly  of  the  most  friendly  character  ;  and  having 
thus  removed  the  only  alleged  obstacle  to  harmonious  intercourse,.  I  cannot 
but  hope  that  an  advantageous  change  will  occur  in  our  aflairs.' — 'In  justice 
to  Mr.  Poinsett,  it  is  proper  to  say,  that  my  immediate  compliance  with  the 
application  for  his  recall,  and  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  are  not  to  be 
ascribed  to  any  evidence  that  the  imputation  of  an  improper  interference  by 
him,  in  the  local  politics  of  Mexico,  was  well  "founded  ;  nor  to  a  want  of  con- 
fidence in  his  talents  or  integrity;  and  to  add,  that  the  trulh  of  that  charge 
has  never  been  affirmed  by  the  federal  government  of  Mexico,  in  its  commu- 
nications with  this.' 

I  have  distinguished  some  of  the  passages  above  quoted  with 
itahcs,  for  the  more  particular  notice  of  the  reader ;  and  I  will 
only  remark,  that  in  relation  to  the  last,  if  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment did  not  fully  alTirm  the  truth  of  the  charges  it  preferred 
against  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  demanding  his  recall,  as  I  should  say  it 
most  unequivocally  did — then,  still  the  affirmation  is  not  wanting 
in  the  allegations  reiterated  in  Mr.  Van  Buren's  letter  of  recall  to 
Mr.  Poinsett,  of  the  16th  of  October,  of  the  same  year,  (1829,) 
not  of  interference  in  the  'local  politics'  of  Mexico,  but  a  wider 
range  of  'intermeddling  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  that  republic' 
And  I  have  also  heard  it  frequently  rumoured,  that  freemasoni^y 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  catholic  religion  on  the  other,  came 
under  Mr.  Poinsett's  officious  jKitro)iage  and  dcnuuciatio7is. 
But  to  what  extent  these  alleged  interferences  be  true  or  other- 
wise, is  not  material,  when  the  grosser  general  charges  recited 
by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  with  their  avowed  universality  in  the  states 
of  Mexico,  are  nevertheless  affected  to  be  disbelieved  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  the  President,  who,  as  a  further  proof  of  die  sincerity 
of  their  expressions  of  friendly  solicitude  for  Mexican  prosperity, 
have  advanced  the  very  man  whom  that  government  viewed  as 
its  most  deadly  enemy,  to  the  head  of  the  War  Department  here, 
whereby  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  locate  hostile  forces  under 
hostile  commanders  on  her  borders,  to  deal  out  to  her  all  manner 
of  annoyance,  and  to  make  pretences  for  invasion,  or  other  mili- 
tary co-operations  with  her  border  malcontents.  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  of  the  l(3th  of  October,  1829,  as  published 
in  the  Congress  Documents,  No.  351,  of  the  last  session,  says: 
'Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  16,  1829. 

'Sir:  Your  despatches  from  175  to  No.  180,  both  inclusive,  have  been 
received  by  the  hands  of  Commodore  Porter,  and  submitted  to  the  President. 
He  has  also  availed  himself  of  your  reference  to  that  gentleman  for  a  more 
minute  account  of  the  state  of  public  affairs  in  Mexico,  as  they  presented 
themselves  to  his  observation. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  sincere  regret  to  the  President  to  find,  in  the  infor- 
mation thus  received,  a  confirmation  of  what  was  before  apprehended,  that 
the  minds  of  large  and  active  portions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  as  well 
as  some  of  the  local  authorities  and  subordinate  functionaries  of  the  Federal 
Government,  «)-e  injluenced  by  personal  prejudices  against  you,  of  the  strong- 
est, and,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  fear,  most  incurable  character. 

The  only  ground  upon  which  this  state  of  feeling  appears  to  be  justified,  is 
the  allegation  on  the  part  of  those  who  entertain  it,  that  you  have  availei] 
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yourself  of  your  situation  to  intermeddle  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  that  Repub- 
lic. The  suspicions  entertained  upon  this  subject — the  existence  of  which 
he  sincerely  deprecates — the  President  feels  himself  justified,  by  all  the  infor- 
mation of  which  he  is  possessed,  in  considering  as  without  just  cause.  The 
fact  that  no  complaint  has  at  any  time  been  made  by  the  authority  to  which 
you  are  accredited,  which  would  be  the  most  likely  to  be  informed  of  such 
interference  if  it  did  exist,  and  the  first  to  feel  aggrieved  thereby. 

'But,  howsoever  produced,  the  fact  is  indubitable,  that  there  exist,  towards 
you,  in  Mexico,  feelings  of  the  most  hostile  and  injurious  character;  and  the 
President  regrets  to  find  in  the  acts  and  omissions  of  the  Federal  Government 
the  most  convincing  evidence  that  those  prejudices,  professedly  personal  to 
yourself,  have  exerted  a  sinister  influence  upon  its  conduct  towards  the  coun- 
try which  you  represent. 

'The  President  has  conferred  the  appointment  on  Colonel  Anthony  Butler, 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  who  possesses  qudMUcatioos  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  station,  and  who  will  probably  have  arrived  at  Mexico  before  this  despatch 
comes  to  your  hands. 

'Colonel  Butler's  commission,  instructions,  and  other  papers,  are  herewith 
sent.  You  will,  in  the  event  of  its  becoming  necessary  by  your  determina- 
tion to  return,  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  present  this  gentleman  to 
the  Government  of  Mexico  in  his  official  character,  and  to  instruct  him  fully 
in  the  unfinished  business  of  the  legation. 

'On  taking  leave  of  the  President  Guerrero,  the  President  directs  you  to  say 
that  the  United  States  are  now,  as  they  always  have  been,  sincerely  anxious 
to  cultivate  and  maintain  the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  Republic  of 
Mexico;  that,  the  misrepresentations  of  the  enemies  of  both  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  it  is  nevertheless  undeniably  true  that,  from  the  foundation 
of  that  Republic  to  the  present  day,  every  act  of  this  Government  towards 
her  has  been  in  strict  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  sincere  and  disinterested 
friendship;  and  that  he  considers  himself  as  affording  renewed  evidence  of 
the  continuance  of  this  friendly  concern  for  her  success  and  welfare  in  the 
promptness  with  which  he  renews  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  interrupted  by  your  retirement  under  circumstances,  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  which  no  one  more  fully  understands  or  can  better  appreciate 
than  President  Guerrero;  that  it  gives  him  pain  to  be  compelled  to  view  the 
course  of  the  Mexican  Government  towards  this  country  as  altogether  the 
reverse  of  what  it  would  have  been  if  the  friendly  and  just  sentiments  of  the 
United  States  had  been  as  cordially  reciprocated  as  they  were  sincerely  enter- 
tained ;  that  your  successor  has  been  fully  instructed  to  represent,  respectfully, 
but  freely  and  firmly,  the  particular  facts  and  circumstances  which  have  forced 
this  conclusion  upon  the  mind  of  the  President,  and  is  authorized  and  directed 
to  contribute  all  in  his  power  to  subdue  unjust  prejudices,  and  work  out  a 
more  auspicious  state  of  things.  He  desires  you,  also,  to  express  his  appre- 
hension that,  unless  a  marked  change  is  efl'ected  in  the  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  and  that  speedily,  it  will  not,  with  the  best  intentions  on  his 
part,  be  in  his  power  to  prevent  irritations  and  possible  collisions,  which 
could  not  fail  to  prove  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  both  Republics,  and  to 
bring  discredit  on  the  cause  of  free  government.'' 

In  a  postscript  to  the  above,  dated  the  17th  October,  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  adds: 

'It  is  proper  that  I  should  say  that  the  communication  made  to  this  govern- 
ment by  that  of  Mexico  has  evidently  not  originated  in  feelings  of  unkindness 
towards  you  personally.  It  alleges  that  public  opinion  has  pronounced  against 
yov.  in  the  most  general,  decided,  and  conclusive  manner,  in  nearly  all  the 
states  of  the  confederacy.  It  does  not,  however,  affirm  the  truth  of  the 
charges  which  have  been  made  against  you  otherwise  or  farther  than  might 
he  inferred  from  its  statements  that  the  public  clamour  against  you  has 
extended  itself  to  the  public  authorities,  to  men  of  education,  and  to  many  who 
have  been  heretofore  regarded  as  your  friends. 
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'The  President  caa  well  conceive  that,  in  a  state  of  thiii'ss  like  that  ichich 
exists  in  Mexico,  [what  state  of  things '?]  there  may  be  found  suflicienl  motives 
for  men  of  intelligence,  including  even  those  who,  under  other  circumstances, 
would  wish  to  be  regarded  as  your  friends,  to  yield  themselves  to  the  prevail- 
ing current,  without  being  convinced  of  its  justice.  In  the  absence  of  a  con- 
tranj  aUegution  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  government,  and  confuting  in 
your  assumnccs,  he  still  allows  himself  to  believe  that  the  prejudices  which 
exist  against  you  are  loithout  just  cause.  He  therefore  directs  me  to  say  that 
your  recall  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  founded  on  the  assumption  of  ascertained 
misconduct,  but  on  grounds  reconcilable  with  your  innocence  of  the  impu- 
tations iL'hich  have  been  cast  upon  you.' 

Was  there  ever  an  instance  of  more  inveterate  and  far-fetched 
special  pleading  than  this — to  get  rid  of  ascertained  inisconduct 
on  the  universal  testimony  of  a  whole  nation,  by  declaring  it  to 
be  not  ascertained,  on  the  interested  denial  of  an  individual,  and 
he  the  party  accused,  who  is  an  incompetent  witness?  It  has 
been  truly  said  that  there  are  none  so  deaf  as  those  who  will  not 
hear — that  there  are  none  so  blind  as  those  who  will  not  see;  and 
it  is  equally  true  that  those  who  will  not  believe^  are  the  greatest 
infidels  in  the  world ! 

But  if  further  evidence  be  wanted,  of  the  grossly  exceptionable 
conduct  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  the  matter  of  interference  in  the 
internal  concerns  of  Mexico,  we  have  it  in  the  note  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  the  Congress  documents,  No. 
351,  from  which  the  foregoing  is  extracted;  and  I  here  subjoin 
an  extract  from  that  note  : 

'No  papers  requested  by  the  resolution  [of  Congress  calling  for  those 
documents.  No.  351,]  have  been  xcithhcld  except  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Butler,  the  late  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  to  the  Mexican  Repub- 
lic, made  to  this  department  during  his  visit  to  this  city  in  the  summer  of 
1835 — and  all  those  parts  of  his  despatches,  and  those  of  Mr.  Poinsett  and 
Mr.  Ellis,  which  contain  narratives  of  political  events  in  Mexico;  specula- 
tions upon  them,  and  speculations  and  opinions  concerning  public 
characters  in  that  country,  none  of  ivhich  can  now  he  made  compatibly 

WITH  THE   PUBLIC   INTEREST.' 

If  the  courtesy  of  Congress  towards  the  Executive,  in  qualify- 
ing their  calls  for  copies  of  public  documents  with  the  words  'so 
far  as  is  compatible  with  the  public  interest,'  is  to  be  thus  abused, 
at  the  discretion  of  every  head  of  department,  as  has  been  the 
general  practice  of  the  present  dynasty,  in  withholding  docu- 
ments, even  those  in  some  instances  that  are  specifically  called 
for,  it  is  obvious  that  it  will  thereby  be  in  the  power  of  the  depart- 
ments at  all  times  to  screen  themselves  from  the  salutary  investi- 
gations of  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  who  are 
no  longer  the  great  inquest,  or  the  grand  jurors,  of  the  nation. 
Such  a  course  of  assumed  responsibility  may  shelter  the  delin- 
quents for  a  while,  but  woe  be  unto  them  when  the  renewed 
determination  of  the  people,  thereby  excited  and  awakejied,  to 
hold  them  to  a  rigid  accountability,  shall  lay  their  dark  deeds 
naked  before  the  public  gaze  !  And  may  God  speed  that  crisis  ! 
is  the  ardent  wish  of  one  who  knows  enough  to  shake  his  faith 
in  all  public  men  who  are  not  themselves  restrained  by  bolts  and 
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bars  and  iron  casings  1 1  with  the  fear  of  the  penitentiary  before 
their  eyes  ! ! ! 

Those  narratives  of  poHtical  events  in  Mexico,  and  specula- 
tions upon  them,  with  speculatiotis  and  opinio7is  upon  the  public 
characters  of  that  country,  coming  officially  from  every  minister 
and  charge  we  have  had  there,  the  first  of  whom,  Mr.  Poinsett, 
had  set  the  example  that  provoked  the  peremptory  demand  of 
that  government  for  his  recall,  and  nevertheless  pertinaciously 
followed  up  by  his  successors,  taken,  all  together,  demonstrated  a 
settled  purpose  in  our  diplomacy  towards  that  country,  to  treat 
her  as  an  inferior,  contemptible,  imbecile  community,  unworthy 
of  the  respectful  consideration  due  to,  and  resulting  from,  the 
equahty  and  absolute  independence  of  a  sovereign  state.  When- 
ever those  documents  shall  be  laid  before  the  public,  I  doubt  not 
they  will  be  found  fully  to  justify  the  accusations,  which  it  has 
pleased  our  secretary  of  state  and  president  to  mitigate  with  the 
softened  appellative  oi  prejudices.  This  feeling  towards  Mexico 
becoming  manifest  to  her  public  authorities,  as  well  as  to  her 
people  at  large,  from  whom,  on  account  of  the  immediate  scene 
of  its  operations,  it  could  jiot  be  so  easily  concealed,  as  here,  was 
sufficiently  calculated  to  produce  all  those  difficulties,  and  yet 
more,  in  our  negociations  so  unjustly  complained  of,  and  disin- 
genuously represented  by  our  ministers,  secretaries  of  state,  and 
presidents.  Nay,  to  show  that  the  Jacksonian  sentiment  to- 
wards Mexico,  as  late  as  1837,  was  in  fact  no  better  that  that  en- 
tertained towards  our  neighbouring  savage  Indian  tribes,  I  will 
here  anticipate  a  brief  extract  from  an  'Examination  and  review 
of  the  pamphlet  of  M.  E.  Gorostiza,'  by  an  officer  in  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  under  the  authority  and  patronage  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  Mr.  Forsyth,  published  in  this  city  in  1837.  In  the  first 
page  of  that  'review'  this  officer  or  attache  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, a  Mr.  Weaver,  uses  this  insulting  expression  towards  our 
immediate  neighbour  and  sister  of  Republic  of  Mexico,  for  whom 
the  same  authorities  affect  to  speak  through  other  channels  with 
such  exuberant  and  overflowing  affection:  'Without  the  boldness 
of  Genet,  or  the  diplomatic  skill  of  Don  Louis,  Don  Manuel 
Eduardo  de  Gorostiza,  the  extraordinary  representative  of  a 
de  facto  government,  having  failed  in  his  ostensible  object,  of 
diverting  the  American  executive  from  the  plain  path  prescribed 
by  humanity,  and  tlie  defence  of  the  frontier,  has  now  made  his 
appeal  to  ihe  world ! !'  That  protege  and  organ  of  the  state 
department  makes  a  note  upon  the  stigmatizing  terms  '■de  facto 
government,'' d^nd  says — 'In  speaking  of  the  government  of  Mexico 
as  a  government  DE  facto  ouly,  the  observation  is  not  made  rela- 
tively to  the  acknowledgment,  of  the  independence  of  that  country 
by  Spain,  to  whom  they  still  stand,  notwithstanding  the  acknow- 
ledgment by  other  countries,  in  the  light  of  Rebels,  but  of  the 
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the  idea  of  the  writer  more  fully,"*  ttc. — 'Such  is  the  government 
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de  facto  of  Mexico,  whose  representative  ventures  to  reflect  in 
no  measured  terms  upon  the  majority  of  the  electors  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  government  of  the  U'liited  States  did 
not  act  upon  this  vicv)  of  the  case,  it  is  apparent  Mr.  Gorostiza  is 
more  indebted  to  the  forbearance  of  the  President  than 
his  own  proper  conduct.''  I  shall  make  no  connnent  upon  this 
anonymous  yet  authoritative  spurning  of  the  government  of 
Mexico.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  she  has  home  with  insult 
upon  injury,  heaped  upon  her  in  measured  quantity,  because  she 
would  not  voluntarily  dismember  and  sell  her  territory  for  a  mess 
of  potage,  for  which  she  has  been  since  threatened  with  reprisals, 
invasion,  and  exterminating  war,  upon  otiier  issues  tiien  existing 
but  not  made  while  there  was  a  hope  of  inveigling  her  into  the 
self-humiliation  of  selling  her  domains,  the  more  zealously  and 
indelicately  pressed  while  she  was  iti  tribulation,  and  to  which 
proposition,  nevertheless,  she  had  always  manifested  the  most 
abhorrent  aversion.* 

*To  WIITCH  PROPOSITIOff  NEVERTHELESS  SHE  (MeXTCO)  HAD  ALWAYS  MANI- 
FESTED THE  MOST  ABHORRENT  AVERSION. — Presuming  the  reader  has  informed 
himself  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  foregoing  copious  note  from  Mr.  Adams'  speech, 
I  will  here  add  another  extract  from  the  same  speech,  which  will,  in  conjunction 
with  the  first,  fully  possess  him  of  the  state  of  matters  as  they  subsisted  between 
the  two  governments  in  relation  particularly  to  Texas,  at  and  about  the  time  of 
General  Jackson's  commencing  his  memorable  diplomacy  towards  our  ill  used 
neighbour,  viz. 

Saturday,  July  7th,  183S;  Mr.  Adams  said, — 'When  the  hour  expired  yester- 
day, I  was  adducing  evidence  to  show  that  the  conduct  of  the  executive  adminis- 
tration of  this  government  towards  that  of  Mexico  was  marked  by  duplicity  and 
hostility, — by  hostility  to  the  extent  of  a  deliberate  design  of  plunging  us  into  a 
war  with  that  power,  for  the  purpose  of  dismembering  her  territories,  and  ainiexing 
a  large  portion  of  them  to  this  Union.  *  *  *  *  j  referred,  among  other  things, 
to  a  very  remarkable  document,  dated  25th  August,  1829,  drawn  up  by  a  gentleman, 
then  secretary  of  state,  but  who  has  since  become  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union,  in  which  the  proposition  for  the  purchase  of  Texas  is  renewed,  and  urged 
with  extraordinary  earnestness  and  very  elaborate  argument.  But  I  neglected  to 
notice  the  fact  tliat  this  letter  of  instructions  was  prepared  precisely  at  the  time  that 
a  Spanish  force  from  the  island  of  Cuba  was  invading  Mexico.  I  read  from  the 
letter  a  passage  going  to  show  tiiat  it  was  within  the  knowledge  of  this  government 
that  Mexico  was  then  in  a  distressed  situation,  and  that  it  might  be  charged  upon 
us  that  we  took  advantage  of  that  state  of  things  to  press  our  application  for  the 
purchase  of  a  part  of  her  territory;  but  disavowing,  in  the  strongest  terms,  every 
thing  like  such  a  design.  I  entreated  members  of  the  House  to  read  that  document, 
as  containing  demonstrative  proof  of  the  duplicity  which  I  have  charged  upon  that 
administration.  *  *  In  that  letter,  among  other  arguments  in  favour  of  the  cession 
of  Texas,  is  stated  the  fact  that  large  numbers  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  were 
rushing  into  that  territory,  obtaining  grants  of  land,  with  the  purpose  of  exciting  an 
ijisurredion.  of  the  province  against  the  Mexican  government,  and  that  this  design  had 
been  cherished  for  years.  This  fact  was  adduced,  I  say,  in  a  letter  bearing  date  the 
25th  of  August,  1829,  and  urged  as  one  of  many  arguments  in  favour  of  the  cession. 
Now,  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  at  that  time  there  were  large  numbers  of  .Ameri- 
can citizens,  particularly  from  the  Western  States,  engaged  in  that  laudable  occupa- 
tion. I  believe  that  you  sir,  [Mr.  Speaker  Polk,]  as  "a  citizen  of  Tennessee,  may 
be  as  well  acquainted  with  what  I  am  now  stating  as  any  oth^r  individual  in  this 
House,  or,  perhaps,  in  this  country ;  and  I  may,  without  hazard  of  contradiction, 
state,  that  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  there  existed  great  numbers  of  such  specula- 
tors ;  and,  further,  that  they  had  great  influence  with  the  then  head  of  the  Executive 
Government.  I  believe  that  this  despatch  may,  in  a  great  degree,  be  referred  to  the 
influence  of  those  speculators,  whether  persons  remaining  in  the  United  States  and 
sending  others  out,  or  whether  themselves  going  as  adventurers  into  Texas. 

14 
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Viewing  the  foregoing  facts  in  connection  with  the  statements 
of  the  hononrable  John  Q,.  Adams,  which  I  have  given  in 
copious  notes  from  his  speech  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  it  only  remains  now  to  call  the  attention  of 

1  must  add  that  this  state  of  things  was  Avell  understood  in  Mexico  at  that  time. 
That  it  was,  is  evident  from  tlie  report  laid  before  the  Mexican  Congress  in  1829, 
by  the  then  secretary  of  state,  an  extract  of  which  I  will  now  read  to  the  House : 

'The  North  Americans  commence  by  introducing  themselves  into  the  territory  which 
they  covet,  on  pretence  of  commercial  negociations,  or  of  the  establishment  of  colonies, 
with  or  without  the  assent  of  the  government  to  which  it  belongs.  These  colonies  grow, 
multiply,  become  the  predominant  part  in  the  population;  and  as  soon  as  a  support  is 
found  in  this  manner,  they  begin  to  set  up  rights  which  it  is  impossible  to  sustain  in 
a  serious  discussion,  and  to  bring  forward  ridiculous  pretensions,  founded  upon  historical 
facts  which  are  admitted  by  nobody,  such  as  La  Salle's  Voyages,  now  known  to  be  a 
falsehood,  but  which  serve  as  a  support,  at  this  time,  for  their  claim  to  Texas.  These 
extravagant  opinions  are  for  the  first  time  presented  to  the  world  by  unknown  writers^ 
and  the  labour  which  is  employed  by  others  in  otiering  proofs  and  reasonings,  is  spent 
by  them  in  repetitions  and  multiplied  allegations,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  their  fellow-citizens,  not  upon  the  justice  of  the  proposition,  but  upon  the  advan- 
tages and  interests  to  be  obtained  or  subverted  by  their  admission. 

'Their  machinations  in  the  country  they  wish  to  acquire  are  then  brought  to  light  by 
the  appearance  of  explorers,  some  of  whom  settle  on  the  soil,  alleging  that  their  presence 
does  not  affect  the  question  of  the  right  of  sovereignty  or  possession  of  the  land.  These 
pioneers  excite  by  degrees  movements  which  disturb  the  political  state  of  the  country 
in  dispute;  and  then  follow  discontents  and  dissatisfaction  calculated  to  fatigue  the 
patience  of  the  legitimate  owner,  and  to  diminish  the  usefulness  of  the  administration 
and  of  the  exercise  of  authority.  When  things  have  come  to  this  pass,  lehich  is  pre- 
cisely the  present  state  of  things  in  Texas,  the  diplomatic  management  commences. 
The  inquietude  they  have  excited  in  the  territory  in  dispute,  the  interests  of  the  colo- 
nists therein  established,  the  insurrection  of  adventurers  and  savages  instigated  by  them, 
and  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  opinion  is  set  up  as  to  their  right  of  possession, 
become  the  subjects  of  notes,  full  of  expression  of  justice  and  moderation,  until  with 
the  aid  of  other  incidents  which  are  never  wanting  in  the  course  of  diplomatic  relations, 
the  desired  end  is  attained  of  concluding  an  arrangement  as  onerous  for  one  party,  as 
it  is  advantageous  to  the  other. 

'It  has  been  said  further,  that  when  the  United  States  of  the  North  have  succeeded  in 
giving  the  predominance  to  the  colonists  introduced  into  the  countries  they  had  in  view, 
they  set  up  rights,  and  bring  forward  pretensions  founded  upon  disputed  historical  facts, 
availing  themselves  generally,  for  the  purpose,  of  some  critical  conjuncture  to  which 
they  suppose  that  the  attention  of  government  must  be  directed.  This  policy  which 
has  produced  good  results  to  them,  they  have  commenced  carrying  into  effect  with 
'J"exas.  The  public  prints  in  those  states,  including  those  which  are  more  immediately 
under  the  influence  of  their  government,  are  engaged  in  discussing  the  right  they 
imagine  they  have  to  the  country  as  far  as  the  Rio  Bravo.  Handbills  are  printed  on  the 
same  subject,  and  thrown  into  general  circulation,  whose  object  is  to  persuade  and  con- 
vince the  people  of  the  utility  and  expediency  of  the  meditated  project.  Some  of  them 
have  said  that  Providence  had  marked  out  the  Rio  Bravo  as  the  natural  boundary  of 
those  states,  which  has  induced  an  English  writer  to  reproach  them  with  an  attempt 
to  make  Providence  the  author  of  their  usurpations :  but  what  is  most  remarkable  is, 
that  they  have  commenced  that  discussion  precisely  at  the  same  time  they  saw  us  en- 
gaged in  repelling  the  Spanish  invasion,  believing  that  our  attention  would,  for  a  long 
time,  be  thereby  withdrawn  from  other  things.' 

To  the  above  I  will  add  a  short  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  honourable  James  K. 
Pslk,  then  a  member  of  Congress  and  now  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
addressed,  by  the  request  of  one  of  his  constituents,  to  the  then  secretary  of  state, 
Mr.  Clay.  That  extract  is  here  given  merely  to  show  some  of  the  other  uses  for 
which  a  resort  to  Texas  was  familiarly  known  in  the  west,  at  that  early  day,  . 
and  particularly  in  Tennessee,  whose  governor,  (Samuel  Houston.)  had  about  the 
same  time  abdicated  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  state,  and  abandoned  his  family,  to 
domiciliate  himself  among  the  Indians  on  the  Texian  borders,  preparatory  to  an 
invasion  of  that  province  hereafter  to  be  developed.  This  and  an  abundance  of  other 
evidence  in  the  Congress  document  No.  .351,  r;o  to  confirm  the  statement  of  the 
Mexican  Secretary  of  State,  above  quoted  ftoin  Mr.  Adams'  speech  : — 
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the  reader  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  further  instructions,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Butler,  of  the  16th  of  October,  1829,  in  order  to  complete  the 
picture  of  duplicitv  practised  towards  Mexico  by  the  executive 
branch  of  our  government,  under  the  full  knowledge  and  by  the 
commands  of  General  Jackson,  anterior  to  the  date  of  his  first 
annual  message  of  the  8th  of  December,  1S29,  quoted  at  the 
beginning  of  this  chapter.  From  this  letter  of  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber, written  after  the  recall  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  after  the  aban- 
donment of  all  hope  of  accomplishing  the  purchase  of  Texas,  it  . 
will  be  perceived  how  completely  the  tone^  character  and  subject, 
of  the  Jackson-Van  Buren  instructions  were  changed,  theretofore, 
chiejli/  confined  to  their  fruitful  arts  of  inveigling  Mexico  into  the 
degradation  and  disgrace  of  self-dismemberment,  as  the  most 
prominent  object  of  ncg-ociation,  but  now  clamorous  with  com- 
plaints, mixed  up  with  alternate  appeals  to  gratitude,  and  fulmi- 
nating threats  of  vengeance,  about  commercial  injuries  and 
wrongs  anteriorly  existing,  but  which,  as  a  great  feat  of  double 
diplomacy,  had,  jn'o  tern,  been  laid  on  the  shelf,  or  thrown  into 
the  back  ground  as  of  minor  consideration.  It  might  be  consi- 
dered as  doing  the  parties  injustice  were  I  not  to  give  the  letter 
entire.  It  is  also  in  perfect  accordance  with  my  own  ideas  of 
giving  a  full  expose  of  the  unbounded  resources  of  a  mind  highly 
gifted  with  cunning,  and  prone  to  a  tortuous  policy,  to  give  that 
letter  at  full  length.  A  brother  yankee  might  truly  remark,  upon 
the  tout  ensemble  of  these  specimens  of  diplomacy,  that  the  cha- 
racteristic co?;7/)oz/«fZ  of  Jackson- Van  Buren  ambition,  avarice,  and 
cunning,  was  clearly  determined  to  circumvent  and  cheat  the 
'unpractised''  Mexicans  out  of  the  fairest  portion  of  their  paternal 
domains,  or  in  the  event  of  failure  in  that  object,  to  demand  'the 
pound  of  flesh,'  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ! !  1  will  now  barely 
point  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  a  fact,  shown  in  the  first 
sentence,  that  there  are  '■personal  instructions''  in  the  matter,  of 

Jccom.2)anime7il  (u  the  Instmciion  of  J\Ir.  Clay  io  Mr.  Poinsett,  2lst  Jpril,  1828. 

Washington  City,  Jlpril  1,  1828. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honour  to  present  througrh  you,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  accompanying  documents,  fr)rwarded  to  me  for  that  purpose,  by  Joseph  B. 
Porter,  Esq.  a  respectable  citizen  of  the  state  of  Tennessee.  He  sohcits  the  government 
of  the  United  Slates  to  aid  him  in  having  surrendered  to  justice  the  murderers  named  in 
the  enclosed  judicial  record,  who  have  fled  from  the  United  States,  and  taken  refuge  in 
the  province  of  Texas,  within  the  Mexican  dominions  The  names  of  the  murderers,  as 
will  be  seen  by  an  inspection  of  the  record,  are,  Benjamin  F.  Harden,  Benjamin  W. 
Harden,  Jflliiam  Harden,  and  Jlugicsti.nc  B.  Harden.  Swan  Harden  has  been 
taken,  and  is  now  in  conhnenient  in  Tennessee. 

'Mr.  Porter,  whose  son  was  one  of  the  unfortunate  persons  slain,  and  at  whose  instance 
I  make  this  application,  employed  an  agent,  during  the  last  year,  to  go  to  the  province  of 
Texas  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  olFendcrs  into  custody,  to  the  end  that  tliey  might  be 
delivered  over  to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  for  trial.  That  agent 
ascertained  in  what  part  of  the  province  they  had  taken  refuge,  but  was  unable  to  take 
them  into  custody,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  enclosed  correspondence  between  him, 
and  the  commandant  of  the  military  division  in  thnt  part  of  the  Mexican  domiiii(uis.'  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Hon.  IIf.kby  Cl*t,  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Secretary  of  State,  Tfashin^ton  City. 
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•which  we  know  neither  tlie  purport,  nor  the  contrary.  It  will 
also  be  perceived,  that  though  Mr.  Van  Bnren  and  his  dictator 
had  the  one-sided  advantage,  in  his  'recapitulation  of  the  leading 
circumstances  in  our  intercourse  with  that  nation,'  of  selecting 
those  that  were  most  suitable  to  his  own  cause,  and  of  imparting 
a  partisan  colouring  to  them,  which,  with  the  exclusion  of  the 
grievances  of  Mexico,  to  offset  theni^  might  place  her  in  a  bad 
plight  before  a  tribunal  of  arbitration;  yet,  he  has  sufficiently- 
involved  himself  in  certain  statements  here,  contradictory  to 
those  of  his  instructions  and  arguments  of  the  i25th  of  August 
preceding,  for  compassing  the  purchase  of  Texas,  to  make  full 
demonstration  of  the  cloven  foot.  And  in  relation  to  his  profes- 
sions of  observing  a  strict  neutrality  and  non-interference  in  the 
affairs  of  other  nations,  so  strenuously  declared,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, in  a  subsequent  letter  to  Mr.  Butler,  of  the  30th  of  the 
November  following,  (and  also  here  subjoined,)  how  entirely  he 
has  himself  required  Mr.  Butler  to  violate  those  sacred  rules  of 
international  conduct,  by  'keeping  a  watchful  eye  over  all  the 
movements  of  Mexico,  regarding  her  projects  towards  another 
power  with  which  she  was  in  a  state  of  political  and  national  Ilos- 
tilitij.''  Grant  that  the  projects  alleged  of  Mexico  against  Cuba  were 
true,  (which  I  doubt,  though  officiously  so  stated  by  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, some  time  before,  as  another  evidence  of  his  decorous  obser- 
vance of  the  rules  of  neutrality  and  non  interference,)  and  grant 
also,  that  they  were  highly  reprehensible  in  every  moral  point  of 
view — yet,  in  my  humble  ap[)rehension,  neither  their  truth,  nor 
iheir  enormity  would  justify  the  American  representative  at  the 
Mexican  coiu't,  to  practise  the  espionage  he  was  commanded  to 
do.  (Unless,  indeed,  the  United  States  might  be  considered  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  have  derived  from  the  inflated  hauteur  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson's  mightiness,  a  constructive  guardianship  over  Mexi- 
co, or  an  equally  legitimate  protection  of  Cuba!)  I  say,  however 
reprehensible  was  the  project  alleged,  would  not  such  instruc- 
tions be  considerd /w5^  cause  for  a  declaration  of  war,  by  England 
or  France?  h\  fact,  was  it  not  a  palpable  departure  from  our 
boasted  policy  of  strict  neutrality? — was  it  not  at  once  putting 
this  magnanimous  republic,  whose  policy  is  peace,  in  a  state  of 
quasi  war  with  Mexico,  if  indeed  we  have  not  actually  been  in 
that  equivocal  relation  towards  that  republic  ever  since  our  less 
magnanimous  or  peaceful  agents  commenced  the  illiberal,  the 
hard-hearted  policy  of  claiming  too  great  favours  from  her  in  the 
self-dismemberment  of  her  terrUory  to  pay  a  debt  of  gratitude,  so 
niggardly  claimed  of  her,  for  our  early  acknowledgment  of  her 
hidependeiicel — an  independence  at  that  rate,  which  our  agents 
were  assuming  to  hold  m  duress,  by  the  unnatural  lien  of  menace 
and  threat!!  I  Well  nu'ght  Mexico  consider  such  a  debt  of 
gratitude  more  onerous  than  our  favours  were  beneficial  to  her. 
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'Depaiitment  of  State,  Washington,  October  IG,  1829. 

Sia: — The  Prpsident  has  conferred  upon  you  the  appointment  of  charge 
d'affaires  to  represent  the  United  Slates  near  the  government  of  IMexico ;  and 
you  will  receive  hcrewilh  your  commission,  full  power,  credentials,  and  per- 
sonal inslruclioas. 

This  appointment  has  been  made  in  the  expectation  of  Mr.  Poinsett's 
return  to  llie  United  Slates,  and  is  allogelher  dependent  upon  his  determina- 
tion on  that  point,  according  to  which  your  commission  will  be  delivered  to 
you  or  withheld  by  him. 

The  instructions  given,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  late  administration  of 
this  government  to  i\lr.  Poinsett,  with  such  explanations  as  he  will  furnish, 
together  with  the  instructions  recently  sent  from  tliis  Department,  and  with 
wtiich  you  have  been  made  fully  acquainted,  will  place  you  in  possessibn  of 
all  the  information  necessary  to  a  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  your 
official  duties. 

From  a  full  and  deliberate  review  of  the  course  which  Mexico  has  allowed 
herself  to  pursue  towards  us,  the  President  is  well  satisfied  that  but  little  of 
real  advantage  to  the  country  can  be  expected  from  your  labours  until  an 
entire  change  be  effected  in  the  disposition  of  that  Republic  towards  the 
United  States.  He  hopes  that,  by  a  plain  and  candid  exposition  of  the 
exceptionable  character  of  their  past  conduct,  the  different  departments  of  that 
government  may  be  led  to  tciser  and  belter  views  as  to  the  dispositions  and 
objects  of  this.  It  is,  therefore,  his  wish  that  you  should,  in  the  first  instance, 
bring  to  their  serious  consideration  the  various  acts  and  omissions  by  which  the 
United  States  have  been  aggrieved,  and  against  which  they  have  just  cause 
for  remonstrance  and  complaint.  Whilst  it  is  his  desire  that,  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  that  duty,  you  should  avoid  any  thing  like  menace  or  defiance, 
he  nevertheless  %cishc,s  to  have  nothing  withheld  which  is  necessary  to  a  faith- 
ful presentation  of  the  whole  matter.  He  is  deeply  and  painfully  impressed 
with  the  unfriendly  and  undeserved  conduct  of  Mexico  tpwards  vs,her  ncigh- 
bonr  and  sister  Republic;  and  his  only  hopes  for  an  improvement  of  our 
present  relations  with  her  are  founded  on  her  being  made  duly  and  deeply 
sensible  of  the  injustice  which,  under  the  influence  of  bad  counsel,  she  has 
been  induced  to  do  her  earliest  and  best  friend. 

The  views  and  wishes  of  the  President,  both  personal  and  official,  are 
directed  to  the  success  and  permanent  prosperity  of  the  llepublic  of  Mexico. 
He  asks  at  her  hands  nothing  but  justice,  and  would  not  accept  from  her  any 
advantage  for  the  United  States  which  would  not  be  reciprocal;  entirely 
sati!^tied,  as  he  is,  that  in  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico 
the  true  interests  of  his  own  country  would  be  better  promoted  than  by  her 
depression  and  disgrace  He  sees  with  regret  the  attempt  of  Spain  to  re- 
establish her  dominion  over  her,  and  sincerely  wishes  Mexico  a  safe  delive- 
rance from  the  attacks  which  are  made  and  threatened  upon  her  liberties. 
This  is  not,  therefore,  the  moment  which  he  would  have  selected  for  remon- 
strance against  the  policy  of  Mexico  towards  this  country,  if  the  imperious 
obligations  of  duty  would  allow  of  its  postponement;  but  notorious  facts,  the 
nature  of  wliich  is  too  well  understood  to  require  explanation,  leave  him  no 
choice  in  the  matter.  Longer  silence  on  his  part  might  work  injustice  to  the 
United  States,  and  prove  injurious  to  Mexico. 

A  brief  recapitulation  of  the  leading  circumstances  in  our  intercourse  with 
that  nation  is  sufficient  to  show  that  her  conduct  has  not  been  of  that  open 
and  friendly  character  which  it  was  our  hope  to  find,  as  it  had  been  our 
endeavour  to  inspire,  in  the  people  of  that  country,  by  the  liberal  and  mag- 
nanimous hearing  of  the  government  and  people  cf  the  United  Slates  toivards 
than. 

From  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  Mexican  revolution,  the  friendly  disposition 
of  this  whole  nation  began  to  manifest  itself  in  a  manner  which  could  not 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  people,  which  drew  from  the  mother 
country  frequent  animadversions  upon  our  partiality  towards  her  revolted 
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colonies,  and  was  in  no  small  degree  productive  of  a  coolness  in  our  inter- 
course with  her,  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  our  citizens  Yet  the 
United  States,  drawn  by  a  community  of  views  and  feelings  towards  a  young 
nation,  engaged  as  they  once  had  been  in  a  struggle  of  life  and  death  for 
independence  and  freedom,  continued  to  sympathize  with  Mexico;  and 
nothing  but  their  immutable  principles  of  non-interference  in  the  domestic 
concerns  of  other  nations,  and  of  inviolable  neutrality  towards  belligerents, 
prevented  them  from  extending  a  helping  hand  to  the  young  Republics  of 
America.  So  long  as  these  principles  required  it,  the  United  States  remained 
inactive,  though  not  unconcerned,  spectators  of  the  contest ;  while  many  of 
their  citizens,  voluntary  exiles  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  fought  by 
the  side  of  their  Mexican  friends  to  expel  from  this  continent  the  last  rem- 
nants of  colonial  oppression.  But,  from  the  moment  that,  consistently  with 
their  rule  of  conduct  and  the  established  principles  of  public  law,  they  could 
consider  Mexico  and  Spain  as  two  distinct  nations,  which  fate  had  forever 
separated,  the  United  Slates  pronounced  the  freedom  of  America;  and  their 
Congress,  with  a  unanimity  of  which  the  history  of  legislation  affords  no 
example,  invited  Mexico  and  her  sister  Republics  to  take  their  rank  among 
the  independent  nations  of  the  earth.  The  influence  which  this  important 
event  had  upon  the  conduct  of  the  European  powers  is  too  well  known  to 
require  elucidation.  The  example  of  the  United  States  was  ibllowed  almost 
immediately ;  and  Mexico,  a  little  more  than  one  year  alter  she  had  pro- 
claimed her  independence,  was  represented  at  Washington  by  a  minister 
invested  with  all  the  prerogatives  of  the  ambassador  of  a  free  state,  and  diplo- 
matic and  commercial  arrangements  were  soon  after  established  between  her 
and  the  most  influential  powers  of  the  old  world.  The  time  has  been  when 
Mexico  was  not  disposed  to  deny  in  how  great  a  degree  those  proud  and 
auspicious  results  were  justly  attributable  to  the  prudent  yet  bold  and  friendly 
policy  of  this  government  towards  the  new  states  of  America.  The  people 
of  this  country  had  a  right  to  expect,  in  return  for  their  magnanimous  and 
disinterested  conduct,  the  manifestation,  at  least,  of  such  a  sentiment  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Mexico,  which  neighbouring  states  should  cherish,  as  it 
is  their  interest  to  cultivate  and  improve  them. 

Every  step  which  has  since  that  period  been  taken  by  the  United  States  in 
their  advance  to  meet  Mexico  upon  terms  of  mutual  good  will,  has  been 
marked  by  a  character  of  benevolence  and  disinterestedness  whose  object 
could  not  be  mistaken.  A  minister  of  the  highest  rank,  and  invested  with 
the  most  unlimited  powers,  was  despatched  to  the  metropolis  of  the  Mexican 
confederacy,  provided  with  instructions  whose  every  word  breathes  a  spirit 
of  philanthropy  and  disinterested  concern  for  the  welfare  of  Mexico,  which 
ought  to  have  disarmed  every  feeling  of  jealousy  and  enmity,  if,  indeed,  after 
what  had  passed,  it  could  have  been  imagined  that  any  such  were  entertained 
by  the  government  or  people  of  that  country. 

The  United  States,  enlightened  by  their  own  experience,  and  actuated  by 
a  sincere  solicitude  for  the  destinies  of  a  new  state,  whose  interests  were  in 
so  great  a  degree  identified  with  their  own,  were  anxious  that  Mexico  should 
follow  their  footsteps  in  the  career  of  industry  and  commerce  which  has 
brought  them  to  their  present  high  state.  Their  minister  was,  accordingly, 
instructed  forthwith  to  open  a  negociation  for  the  conclusion  of  treaties  and 
conventions,  intended  to  cement  the  bonds  of  peace  and  friendship  which 
were  to  unite  the  two  Republics,  and  to  establish  the  basis  of  their  future 
relations  upon  the  most  liberal  principles  of  public  law,  and  their  commercial 
intercourse  upon  those  of  the  most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity.  The 
ports  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  opened  to  the  free  access  of  the  vessels 
and  productions  of  Mexico,  and  concessions,  prompted  liy  a  desire  to  foster 
and  encourage  her  young  marine,  were  to  be  liberally  made.  Every  means 
was  tendered  which  would  secure  to  Mexico,  as  far  as  her  geographical 
position  would  permit,  an  equal  share  in  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  an 
intelligent  and   industrious  people  from   an  extensive  maritime  commerce. 
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Not  content  wilh  holding  out  to  her  a  helping  hand  upon  the  ocean,  the 
United  States  had  instructed  their  minister  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  Mexican  government  to  open  a  mutually  advantageous  inland  commerce 
between  the  conterminous  states  of  the  two  confederacies— a  measure  whose 
results,  had  not  llie  benign  views  of  this  country  been  blighted  by  the  perni- 
cious influence  ol' narroiv  and  jmgcnero2ts  suspicions,  would,  besides  bringing 
to  light  the  immense  sources  of  wealth  now  hidden  in  the  boundless  wilder- 
ness of  the  North  American  continent,  and  enriching  the  citizens  who  inhabit 
the  border  settlements  of  the  two  nations,  have  been  to  repress  the  cruelties 
and  depredations  upon  the  frontier  settlers  of  the  savage  aborigines,  whose 
powerful  hordes  cannot  now  be  reached  by  the  comparatively  weak  arm  of" 
Mexico,  who  ravage  the  establishments  forming;  in  her  new  territories,  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  her  population,  and  check  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  which, 
if  protected  and  fostered,  would  soon  convert  those  immense  deserts  into 
smiling  and  populous  agricultural  settlements.  It  is  most  obvious  that  this 
measure,  had  it  been  promptly  and  efficiently  prosecuted,  would  have  been 
of  greater  advantage  to  the  citizens  of  Mexico,  sliut  out  as  they  are  from 
almost  all  communication  with  the  sea-hoard,  than  to  those  of  the  United  States, 
u'ho  need  no  such  expedients  to  find  a  market  for  the  produce  of  their  agricul- 
ture or  industry. 

While  this  government  was  thus  endeavouring  at  home  to  promote  the 
true  interests  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  show  by  acts  of  the  most  unequi- 
vocal character  its  desire  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  close  and  lasting  union 
between  them,  the  same  friendly  spirit  was  displaying  itself  abroad  in  their 
diplomatic  intercourse  with  the  most  powerful  and  influential  among  the 
European  nations. 

Early  in  1S25,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia,  then  standing  at  the  head  of  a  European  alliance  which 
seemed  to  hold  the  scale  that  weighed  the  destinies  of  empires  and  states  in 
the  old  world,  and  exercised  a  powerful  influence  over  those  of  America, 
was  instructed  to  use  every  effort  to  induce  that  monarch  to  take  into  his 
serious  consideration  the  then  relative  condition  of  Spain  and  her  ancient 
colonies,  and  to  prevail  upon  the  former  to  terminate  a  contest  as  unavailing 
for  her  as  it  had  proved  wasteful  of  blood  and  treasure  to  both  parties. 
Similar  instructions  were,  at  the  same  time,  given  to  the  diplomatic  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  at  Paris  and  London ;  and  thus  a  simulta- 
neous effort  was  made,  at  the  courts  of  the  three  greatest  potentates  of  the 
world,  to  bring  the  united  weight  of  their  influence  to  bear  upon  the  councils 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to  infuse  into  them  a  spirit  more  favourable  to 
the  cause  of  exhausted  America.  This  friendly  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  was  received  in  a  spirit  corresponding  with  that  by  which 
the  measure  had  been  dictated ;  and  this  government  has  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  three  sovereigns  to  whom  it  was  addressed  were  well 
inclined  to  the  great  object  in  view,  and  in  which  this  government  was  the 
first  to  act.*  «.#»**♦« 

*  Here  is  an  omission  in  the  official  document  communicated  to  cong;ress.  I 
know  not  the  length  or  the  purport  of  it.  But  it  is  obviously  of  such  a  character 
as  to  bring  it  within  the  exemption,  that  'it  cannot  be  made  known  compatibly  with 
the  public  interest,'  or,  most  probably,  with  the  interest  of  the  individuals  impli- 
cated. The  president  is  required  by  the  constitution,  'to  give  to  congress  informa- 
tion, from  time  to  time,  of  the  state  of  the  Union.'  If  at  any  time  he  does  not  in 
fact  give  all  the  information  that  congress  may  suppose  to  be  in  his  possession,  and 
desire  to  know,  shall  his  omission  to  give  it  in  the  first  instance  exonerate  him  from 
complying  with  a  call  for  Jthat  information  ?  Rather,  does  not  this  duty  prescribed 
to  him  by  the  constitution,  imply  the  correlative  right  in  congress  to  make  a 
peremptory  call  for  any  information  not  communicated .'  And  should  they,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  qualify  their  call  for  information  'not  incompatible  with  the 
))ublic  interest  to  be  made'known,'  should  he  not  communicate  such  information  in 
the  form  of  secret  message,  that  congress  might  dispose  of  it  as  they  should  think 
proper  ?    A  proper  understanding  is  certainly  desirable  on  this  subject. 
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Far  from  our  being  discouraged  by  the  failure  of  this  expedient,  and  stiU 
animated  by  a  desire  for  the  restoration  of  peace  in  America,  it  has,  down  to 
the  present  period,  been  made  a  standing  instruciion  to  the  ministers  of  the 
United  Stales  at  the  court  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  avail  themselves  of 
every  fit  occasion  to  induce  his  government  togive  permanent  tranquillity  to 
Spanish  America  by  the  recognition  of  its  independence,  and  thereby  to 
confer  a  signal  blessing  on  the  civilized  world,  and  on  no  part  of  it  more  than 
Spain  herself. 

The  same  just  and  liberal  views  have,  throughout,  been  manifested  by  the 
United  States  in  their  aZ(orh'?;e*  attempts  to  negociate  v/ilh  Mexico,  and  in  the 
alacrity  and  promptitude  with  which  they  have  acted  upon  the  different 
treaties  which  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  negociated  with  the  executive 
branch  of  that  government — treaties  wliich  have  never  come  to  their  matu- 
rity, in  consequence  of  the  political  pcrvcrseness  and  inattention  of  the 
Mexican  government. 

Had  these  frank  and  friendly  views  and  proceedings  been  met  by  a  cor- 
responding disposition  on  tlie  part  of  the  people  and  government  of  Mexico, 
the  success  of  their  revolutionary  struggle  would  have  been  productive  of  the 
happiest  results,  and  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  would  have  been 
free  from  that  coldness,  distrust,  and  reserve  which  have  been  witnessed,  and 
from  that  irritation  which  must  necessarily  grow  out  of  existing  circum- 
stances, unless  oliviated  by  a  speedy  and  radical  change. 

But  far  otherwise  has  been  the  case.  The  government  of  Mexico  received 
first  and  open  advances  of  the  United  States  towards  the  establishment  of  a 
commercial  intercourse,  mutually  advantageous  to  both  countries,  with  a 
degree  of  indifference  and  suspicion  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  to  be  regret- 
led.  It  had  been  expected  that  Mexico,  whose  political  institutions  had  been 
modelled  upon  those  of  the  United  States,  would  gladly  embrace  the  first 
opportunity  of  also  co-operating  with  them  in  the  establishment  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  form  lite  basis  of  our  commercial  code,  to  the  superior  excel- 
lence of  which  the  principal  commercial  nations  of  the  world  had  given 
their  unequivocal  assent.  Ittherelbre  furnished  matter  of  surprise  and  regret 
to  find  the  first  attempts  of  our  adventurous  citizens  burdened  by  the  impo- 
sition of  exorbitant  duties  upon  their  importations  into  the  Mexican  ports. 
This  surprise  was  changed  into  mortification,  when  our  proposals  to  enter 
into  negocialion  for  th§  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  were  met,  at  the 
threshold,  by  manifestations  of  indifference,  indicative  of  any  thing  but  a 
reciprocation  of  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  made;  and  when  our  offers  of 
the  liberal  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity  and  mutual  abolition  of  all  dis- 
criminating duties  were  answered  by  propositions  of  countervailing  restric- 
tions, and  of  exclusive  privileges  to  other  American  states,  whose  sole  title 
to  them  was  a  community  of  language.  To  these  propositions  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  United  States  to  agree:  they  were  at  war  with  the  principles 
which,  from  the  first  year  of  their  existence  as  a  nation,  it  had  been  their 

*  Abortive  attempts  to  negociate. — Rendered  abortive  by  being  continu- 
ally connected,  from  the  beginning,  with  the  most  strenuous  etlbrts  to  persuade  her, 
to  menace  her,  to  hector  her,  into  the  measure  of  alienating  the  very  domain,  with^ 
out  which,  it  is  stated  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  but  one,  that  Mexico  'is  shut  out 
as  it  were,  from  almost  all  communication  with  the  sea-board,'  and  to  put  an  end  to 
all  future  pretensions  of  the  United  States  to  acquire  that  territory  by  purchase,  made 
it  a  sine  quanon,  to  a  commercial  treaty,  to  incorporate  in  it  a  recosjnition  of  her 
original  territorial  limits  in  that  quarter.  And  it  is  obvious  to  any  discerning  and 
candid  mind,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  outward  air  of  promptness,  sincere,  no 
doubt,  in  congress,  with  which  this  goveinment  seemed  to  act  in  tlie  formalities  of 
ratifying  a  treaty,  yet  did  the  executive  never  relieve  Mexico  of  her  just  apprehen- 
sions of  being  despoiled  of  this  precious  portion  of  her  domains,  except  by  denying 
with  the  most  unparalleled  effrontery,  the  existence  of  what  was  fully  known  to  all 
the  parties,  and  thereby  conniving  at  its  prosecution  by  our  citizens,  in  violation  ol 
every  princinle  of  national  honour  and  rigid  of  property  in  a  sovereign  state. 
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unceasing  endeavour  to  mnke  the  fundamental  rule  of  their  international 
relations.  Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  from  whatevpr  cause  origi- 
nating, whether  dictated  by  a  mistaken  policy,  an  unfriendly  spirit  towards 
the  people  ot  this  Union,  or  an  undue  influence  exercised  over  the  councils 
of  the  I\lexican  confederation  by  foreign  nations  unfriendly  to  the  commer- 
cial prosperity  of  tiie  United  States,  was  calculated  deeply  to  wound  the 
sensibility  of  our  citizens,  who  felt  that  their  liberal  deportment  towards  their 
neighbours  gave  them  a  claim,  if  not  to  their  gratitude,  at  least  to  an  equal 
participation  in  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  mutual  commerce.  The 
delays  which  attended  this  negociation  were,  also,  a  subject  of  regret  and 
mortification.  From  tlie  first  conferences  to  the  lOih  of  July,  1S2G,  a  period 
of  twelve  months  was  suffered  to  elapse  before  the  Mexican  plenipotentiaries 
could  be  brought  to  agree  to  the  conclusion  of  any  arrangement;  and  when, 
on  that  day,  a  treaty  of  commerce  was  signfd,  it  was  found  stinted  in  its 
provisions  by  rules  of  a  narrow  policy,  and  so  fraught  with  illiberal  condi- 
tions, as  to  cause  the  rejection,  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  of  several 
of  its  articles.  Still  that  body,  unwilling  longer  to  submit  to  a  delay  in  the 
conclusion  of  the  negociation  which  had  already  been  highly  prejudicial  to 
the  commerce  of  both  countries,  on  the  25th  of  February,  less  than  two 
weeks  after  the  treaty  had  been  laid  before  them,  gave  their  advice  and  con- 
sent to  its  ratification,  under  certain  modifications;  which,  as  appeared  from 
subsequent  events,  they  had  reason  to  believe  would  have  been  agreed  to  by 
the  Mexican  government.  But  this  promptness  and  the  rectitude  of  their 
intentions  were  rendered  unavailing  by  a  spirit  of  procrastination,  which, 
with  the  best  inclination  to  view  it  in  a  favourable  light,  cannot  be  ascribed 
to  any  motives  consistent  with  a  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United 
States.  On  reference  to  dates,  it  will  be  found  that  near  two  months  were 
suffered  by  the  executive  to  elapse  before  the  treaty  was  submitted  to  the 
Mexican  Chamber  of  Deputies,  convened  in  extraordinary  session,  on  the 
15lh  September,  1S2G,  partly  for  the  very  purpose  of  deliberating  upon  the 
ratification  of  treaties  with  foreign  powers.  We  then  find  that,  after  lying 
before  that  body  until  April  following,  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  made 
an  elaborate  report  upon  it,  objecting  to  some  of  its  most  liberal  and  just 
stipulations,  and  recommending  its  ratification,  clogged  with  conditions  appa- 
rently inserted  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  retarding,  or  rather  entirely 
defeating,  the  final  conclusion  of  the  negotiation  ;  since,  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  was  to  take  place  within  thp  space  of 
ten  months  from  its  date,  of  which  only  four  weeks  remained,  at  the  date  of 
the  report  above  referred  to,  for  its  final  passage  through  both  houses  of  the 
Mexican  congress,  and  for  its  transmission  to  Washington,  where  the 
exchange  was  to  be  effected. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  the  treaty  still  lay  before  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  where  it  had  remained  for  nearly  six  months;  and  these  tedious  and 
unaccountable  delays  having  caused  a  complete  abortion  of  this  first  attempt 
at  negociation  with  the  Mexican  republic,  it  became  necessary  to  consider  the 
whole  subject  as  at  an  end,  and  to  begin  anew  upon  the  principles  laid  dowa 
in  the  modification  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  which,  at  about  that 
time,  were  received  at  Mexico.  These  extraordinary  proceedings  would 
have  constituted  just  grounds  of  complaint  against  the  ISIexican  government ; 
but,  after  the  friendly  advances  which  had  been  made  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  unaccommodating  spirit  in  which  they  were  received,  it  became  the 
dignity  of  our  minister,  and  of  the  country  he  represented,  silently  to  await 
the  indication  of  a  return,  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  to  sounder  views  of  courtesy 
and  expediency,  and  for  the  advances  which  were  then  to  be  expected  from 
her  government. 

Unfavourable  as  were  the  impressions  created  by  this  unfriendly  course, 

the  government  of  the  United  States  was  disposed  to  make  some  allowance 

for  the  embarrassed  situation  in  wliich  that  of  Mexico  had,  at  times,  been 

placed,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  in  that  country,  had 
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subsequent  events  been  of  a  nature  calculated  to  efface  these  impressions  ;  but 
OQ  reviewing  these  events,  it  is  painful  still  to  tind  them  marked  with  the 
same  temporizing  spirit,  accompanied  with  unmeaning  attempts  at  finding 
excuses  for  delays,  which,  from  whatever  cause  they  proceeded,  were  highly 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  both  countries,  and  to  our  view,  can  find  no 
ground  of  justification.  It  is  true  that  some  desire  was  manifested,  on  the 
part  of  the  executive  of  Mexico,  that  the  negociations  should  be  renewed  j 
but  it  was  only  alter  a  period,  which,  under  various  pretences,  was  extended 
to  eight  months,  that,  on  the  Sih  January,  182S,  the  plenipotentiaries  could 
be  brought  together  to  confer  anew  upon  that  important  subject;  when  their 
further  progress  was  arrested  by  a  determination  of  the  Mexican  negociators 
not  to  advance  a  step  before  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  to  define  the  boun- 
daries BETWEEN  THE  TWO  COUNTRIES.  The  minister  of  the  United  Stales, 
unwilling  to  throw  in  the  way  of  the  negociations  any  difficulty  which  could 
be  avoided,  acceded  to  the  proposition  of  the  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  ;  and 
the  question  of  limits  having  been  disposed  of  by  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
signed  for  that  purpose,  on  the  12th  of  January,  the  negotiations  were  conti- 
uued,  and  resulted  in  their  finally  agreeing  on  the  14th  of  February  follow- 
ing, to  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  the  exchange  of  whose  ratifica- 
tions was  to  have  been  eflfected  at  Washington,  within  the  term  of  six 
months  from  its  date. 

This  treaty  was  immediately  transmitted  to  Washington,  where  it  was 
received  on  the  16th  of  April  following,  and  forthwith  submitted  by  the 
president,  to  the  consideration  of  the  senate,  who,  on  the  1st  of  May,  advised 
and  consented  to  its  ratification;  thereby  authorizing  the  chief  magistrate  to 
proclaim  it  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  as  soon  as  it  would  have  pleased 
the  government  of  Mexico,  to  complete  this  national  compact  by  the  final 
exchange  of  the  acts  of  ratification.  The  promptness  with  which  the  legis- 
lative and  executive  branches  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  acted 
on  this  occasion,  is  painfully  contrasted  with  the  unaccountable  tardiness  of 
Mexico,  which,  for  the  second  time,  suflered  the  term  to  elapse  within  which 
their  ratification  should  have  arrived  at  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  exchanged  for  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is  yet,  for  aughl  we  know, 
before  the  Mexican  congress  ;  but  the  expiration  of  the  term  stipulated  for 
its  exchange  has  taken  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  executive  of  this  govern- 
ment to  effect  it,  without  again  submitting  the  treaty  to  the  senate;  and  the 
United  States  are  absolved  from  all  engagements  contracted  in  their  name  by 
their  plenipotentiary.  The  solemn  compact  has  again  been  cancelled ;  and 
if,  by  the  law  of  nations,  blame  is  incurred  by  a  state  which  refuses  to  sanc- 
tion the  obligation  which  its  authorized  agent  has  contracted  in  its  name, 
that  blame  rests  upon  Mexico,  by  whose  act  this  obligation  has  twice  been 
disregarded. 

With  regard  to  the  treaty  of  limits,  which  was  intended  to  have  defined 
and  settled  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  republics,  and  which  also 
became  the  subject  of  negociation  at  Mexico,  the  same  contrast  is  exhibited 
by  the  promptitude  and  alacrity  with  which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  performed  its  part  in  the  process  of  completing  that  instrument,  and 
the  tardiness  which  characterized  the  proceedings  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, and  in  consequence  of  which  this  treaty  also  was  suffered  to  fall  lo 
the  ground. 

Immediately  upon  the  signature  of  that  instrument,  it  was  transmitted  to 
Washington,  and  received  at  the  department  of  state,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
following.  It  was  forthwith  submitted  to  the  senate,  who,  by  their  resolution 
of  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  advised  and  consented  to  its  ratification 
Mr.  Obregon  was  on  the  30th,  informed  of  the  fact,  and  of  the  readiness  of 
the  secretary  of  state  to  proceed  to  its  exchange  ;  but,  in  a  note  dated  the  1st  of 
May,  he  stated,  in  reply,  that  he  was  without  instructions  on  the  subject. 
The  12th  of  May,  the  day  on  which  the  term  expired  within  which  the  rati- 
fications should  have  been  exchanged,  was  suffered  to  pass;  and  it  was  not 
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until  the  2J  of  August  following,  that  Mr.  Obregon  declared  himself  ready  to 
proceed  to  that  exchange.  It  was  then  too  late — the  senate  had  adjourned; 
and  the  president,  not  feeling  at  liberty  to  give  his  sanction  to  that  instrument 
without  again  submitting  it  to  tlie  senate,  was  obliged  to  suspend  ail  further 
proceeding  until  the  ensuing  session  of  congress,  when  it  was  anticipated 
that  the  ratification  by  the  Mexican  congress  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  then  lying  before  it,  would  allow  of  both  being  placed  together 
before  the  senate  of  the  United  States  for  their  consideration. 

It  does  not  appear  wliat  were  tlie  motives  wliich  induced  the  then  execu- 
tive to  sufier  tlie  last  session  of  Clongress  to  pass  without  asking,  for  a  second 
time,  the  approval  by  the  Senate  of  the  treaty  of  limits;  but  it  is  presumed 
that  abundant  cause  for  this  omission  was  found  in  the  failure  of  the  Mexi- 
can government  to  transmit  to  Washington  the  ratified  copy  of  the  commer- 
cial convention  in  time  to  be  exchanged  within  the  stipulated  period  ;  and 
this  new  instance  of  neglect  is  deemed  a  sullicienl  reason  for  this  govern- 
ment to  hold  itself  absolved  from  all  obligations  founded  upon  past  proceed- 
ings ;  for  considering  as  null  and  void  all  that  may  have  been  said  or  done 
in  the  negocialions  referred  to;  and  for  adopting  such  course,  in  future,  as 
may  be  deemed  most  compatible  with  the  views  and  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

Such  is  believed  to  be  a  true  statement  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
government  of  Mexico  towards  the  United  States,  from  the  first  establishment 
of  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  countries  to  the  present  period. 
It  would  give  the  President  sincere  pleasure  if  he  could  call  to  mind  a  single 
act  of  the  Mexican  government  which  loould  serve  to  relieve  the  unfriendly 
aspect  of  its  whole  conduct.  He  deeply  regrets  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
do  so  ;  and  yet  does  this  statement  furnish  but  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
grounds  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  foregomg  recapitulalion  of  the  circumstances  which  have  attended 
and  thrown  a  very  unfavourable  light  upon  the  character  of  our  relations 
with  Mexico,  my  attention  has  been  confined  to  the  public  acts  of  its  fede- 
ral government.  To  that  public  or^an  alone  are  we  to  look  for  explanation 
and  redress  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  as  to  the  only  authority  that  can 
be  held  responsible  to  foreign  nations  for  injuries  arising  from  the  acts  of  the 
local  authorities  of  Mexico.  This  government  is  not  unaware  of  the  disunion 
which  has  prevailed  in  the  councils  of  the  Mexican  confederation,  nor  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  country,  which  may  be  assigned  as  one  of  its  causes; 
and  would  be  disposed,  in  their  spirit  of  partiality  towards  a  neighbouring 
stale,  to  make  proper  allowances  for  these  circumstances,  if  ihey  could  have 
seen  a  suitable  degree  of  sensibility  upon  the  subject  on  the  part  of  the 
federal  executive,  and  a  reasonable  exertion  to  relieve  us  from  the  burden 
of  the  odious  prejudices  which  have  fomented  against  this  country. 

The  feeKngs  of  the  people  of  these  slates  have  been  deeply  wounded  by 
the  acts  of  several  of  the  stale  legislatures,  directed  against  the  person  of  our 
minister,  in  open  violation  of  the  sacred  rights  of  ambassadors,  and  of  the 
law  of  nations.  The  manifesto  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Vera  Cruz, 
which,  with  that  of  the  state  of  Puebla,  was  foremost  in  denouncing  the 
public  accredited  agent  of  a  friendly  power,  is  a  document  without  example 
in  the  history  of  legislation,  or  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy.  It  breathes  a 
spirit  of  enmity  towards  the  United  States,  which,  if  it  had  proceeded  from 
some  misguided  faction,  would  have  excited  but  little  sensibility  on  their 
part;  but  which,  coming  as  it  does,  from  the  legal  represpntative  of  a  sove- 
reign state,  and  invested  with  the  solemn  sanction  which  the  deliberations 
of  legislative  bodies  always  impart  to  their  public  acts,  bears  on  the  lace  of 
it,  a  character  of  nationality  which  only  wants  the  seal  of  the  federal  sanc- 
tion, to  be  resented  by  this  government,  as  an  insult  to  its  honour  and  to  the 
majesty  of  a  sovereign  people,  represented  in  the  person  of  its  accredited 
public  minister. 

By  recent  intelligence  from   Mexico,  this   government  is  informed   that 
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similar  scenes  have  been  enacted  by  other  legislative  bodies  in  the  Mexican 
confederation,  which  have  attempted  to  dictate  to  the  supreme  executive 
power,  the  exjndsion  of  tlic  minister  of  the  United  States;  and  one  of  which, 
the  legislature  of  TIalpam,  'epresenimg  the  people  of  the  state  of  Mexico, 
has  thought  lit  to  justify  its  conduct,  by  publishing  to  the  world,  a  violent 
attack  upon  the  national  character  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  that  (pub- 
lic and  private)  of  their  accredited  agent.  Apart  from  the  attempt  of  its 
authors  to  encroach  upon  the  province  of  the  federal  executive  power,  on  a 
subject  which  the  fundamental  law  of  Mexico,  as  of  every  other  well  regu- 
lated state,  has,  with  a  sedulous  care,  committed  to  the  exclusive  charge  of 
the  constitutional  organ  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  the  proceeding  referred  to, 
is  viewed  by  this  government  as  a  signal  expression  of  the  unprovoked 
enmity  of  the  legislature  of  that  state.  If  it  were  possible  to  suppose,  that 
it  is  the  result  of  ignorance  alone,  compassion  is  the  only  feeling  which  it 
could  excite  among  the  people  of  the  United  States;  but,  even  if  other  means 
of  information  have  been  withheld  from  the  legislators  of  Tlalpam,  the  past 
friendly  conduct  of  the  United  States,  and  their  liberal  and  generous  policy, 
now  known  and  admired  by  the  whole  world,  are  notorious  facts,  whose 
existence  cannot  have  escaped  the  notice  of  a  body  of  men  invested  with  the 
character  of  lawgivers  of  a  sovereign  state,  and  should  have  protected  us 
against  a  misrepresentation  of  our  acts  and  motives  of  so  gross  a  character. 
This  government,  therefore,  unable  to  discover  any  ground  on  which  this 
hostile  proceeding  could  found  a  shadow  of  justification,  is  driven  to  the 
unpleasant  conclusion  that  it  is  the  result  of  sinister  intrigues,  having  for 
their  object  to  mislead  the  Mexican  people,  and  to  force  the  national  govern- 
ment 10  acts  of  hostility  against  a  neighbouring  nation,  friendly,  but  jealous 
of  its  rights ;  and  which,  strong  as  is  its  desire  for  peace,  cannot  allow  itself 
to  be  injured  with  impunitv 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  fully  aware  that  these  are  not  the 
acts  of  the  federal  government  of  Mexico,  otherwise,  it  would  long  since, 
have  demanded  and  obtained  satisfaction  for  these  unprovoked  wrongs.  It 
knows  too  well,  the  relations  which  exist  between  the  people  and  their 
state  governments,  and  between  these  and  the  federal  authority,  to  hold  the 
latter  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  former;  but  it  thinks  it  incumbent  on 
that  authority,  whenever  a  false  impression  has  gone  abroad  respecting  the 
dispositions  of  a  nation  with  which  it  can  have  no  other  than  friendly  rela- 
tions, to  do  all  in  its  power  to  check  the  evil  by  the  communication  of  more 
correct  information  as  to  the  real  intention  and  wishes  of  the  nation  thus 
unjustifiably  assailed. 

The  president  has  no  disposition  to  question  the  sincerity  of  the  friendly 
sentiments  which  the  present  executive  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  pro- 
fesses to  entertain  for  this  nation.  The  greatest  confidence  is  placed  in  the 
purity  of  his  principles,  and  in  his  desire  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his 
own  country  by  a  friendly  intercourse  with  this.  He  cannot,  however,  re- 
frain from  sayino;  that  there  has  been,  even  on  his  pait,  a  failure  in  what 
was  due  to  the  United  States  ;  and  his  confidence  in  the  principles  of  Presi- 
dent Guerrero  induces  him  to  believe,  that  upon  a  dispassionate  review  of 
the  whole  subject,  President  Guerrero  will  hiiuself  be  constrained  to  allow, 
that  such  has  been  the  case. 

The  avowed  ground  of  all  this  impeachment  of  the  views  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  prejudices  against  their  representative  at  Mexico,  is  his 
alle'j:ed  interference  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  that  country.  This  charge 
is  either  true  or  false.  If  the  former,  it  is  impossible  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment of  Mexico  could  have  been  ignorant  of  the  fact;  and,  being  informed, 
it  was  a  duty  which  it  owed,  as  well  to  itself,  as  to  the  United  States,  to 
have  apprised  this  government  of  the  conduct  of  an  agent,  who  would,  in 
that  event,  have  violated  the  known  policy  of  the  nation  he  represented,  and 
put  its  interests  in  jeopardy.  Had  that  course  been  adopted,  the  United 
Slates  would  have  been  in  a  situation  to  redress  themselves,  and  preclude 
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further  evils  by  tlioir  own  act.  But  the  fact  of  such  an  interference  is  most 
solemnly  and  unequivocally  denied  by  Mr.  Poinsett;  and  there  is  no  evi- 
ilence  in  the  possession  of  this  government  to  establish  it.  That  of  Mexico 
has  given  the  most  emphatic  testimony  of  its  total  disbelief  of  the  imputa- 
tion, by  its  silence  upon  the  subject.  Assuming  the  innocence  of  our  minis- 
ter of  the  charge  made  against  him  in  a  manner  so  acrimonious,  and  in  form 
so  imposing,  tiie  president  submits  it  to  the  justice  and  mananimity  of  Presi- 
dent Guerrero,  whether  he  ought  not  to  have  shielded  IVlr.  Poinsett  in  a  more 
etfectual  manner  from  what,  in  that  case,  must  be  regarded  as  the  most  cruel 
persecution;  and  whether  a  due  regard  to  the  friendly  relations  that  existed 
between  the  two  countries,  did  not  make  it  his  duty  to  arrest  the  current  of 
prejudice  which  was  setting  in  against  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  large 
portions  of  the  people  and  state  authorities  of  Mexico.  The  president  cannot 
hesitate  as  to  the  course  Avhich,  under  similar  circumstances,  would  have 
been  suggested  to  him,  as  well  by  his  personal  feelings,  as  by  his  views  of 
official  duty.  A  simple  denial,  by  President  Guerrero,  of  the  truth  of  the 
charges  against  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  his  official  communications  to  the  state 
legislatures,  would,  it  is  believed,  have  been  sufficient  to  effect  every  de- 
sirable object.  Even  this  was  not  done.  On  the  contrary — and  it  gives 
the  President  pain  to  be  obliged  to  say  so — the  records  of  the  official  cor- 
respondence between  the  federal  government  of  Mexico  and  the  American 
minister,  afford  the  lamentable  and  humiliating  evidence  that  that  govern- 
ment itself  was  not  exempt  from  the  influence  of  the  general  prejudice. 
An  invariable  and  strict  neutrality  betw^een  belligerents,  and  an  entire  absti- 
nence from  all  interference  in  the  concerns  of  other  nations,  are  cardinal 
traits  in  the  foreign  policy  of  this  government.  The  obligatory  character  of 
this  policy  is  regarded  by  its  constituents  with  a  degree  of  reverence  and 
submission,  but  little,  if  any  thing,  short  of  that  which  is  entertained  for  the 
constitution  itself.  To  enable  it  to  preserve  the  one,  we  have  penal  laws, 
which  subject  to  the  severest  punishment,  all  attempts  within  the  scope  of 
their  authority,  to  aid  or  abet  either  party  in  a  war  prosecuted  between 
foreign  nations  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  peace;  and  it  is  made 
a  standing  instruction  to  our  ministers  abroad,  to  observe  the  other  with 
scrupulous  fidelity.  It  is  not  within  the  knowledge  of  this  government  that 
any  attempts  to  enlist  troops  within  the  United  States  for  the  Spanish  ser- 
vice, in  the  prosecution  of  its  war  with  Mexico,  have  been  made,  or  any 
other  act  done,  which  would  afford  facilities  to  Spain,  inconsistent  with  the 
obligations  of  friendly  and  neutral  relations.  Had  any  such  attempts  been 
made,  they  would  have  been  promptly  and  efficaciously  suppressed.  The 
government  of  Spain  knows  too  well,  the  disposition  and  policy  of  that  of 
the  United  States,  in  that  respect,  to  authorize  any  such  efforts.  The  whole 
course  and  conduct  of  this  country,  have,  without  exception,  consisted  in 
good  wishes  for  Mexico,  under  the  control  of  a  strict  and  persevering  neu- 
trality. The  idea  of  miJitary  invasion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  has  never 
entered  into  the  imagination  of  the  United  Slates,  nor,  it  is  believed,  of  any 
ONE  OF  THEIR  CITIZENS.*     The  territory  of  Mexico  cannot  be  safer  from 

*THE  IDEA  OF  AN  INVASION  OF  THE  MEXICAN  TERRITORY  HAS  NEVER  EN- 
TERED INTO  THE  lAiAGiNATiDN  OF,  &c. — For  a  flat  contradiction  of  this  state- 
ment, I  refer  the  reader  to  an  extract  from  a  belH2;erent  letter  of  General  Gaines, 
dated  as  lately  as  May  22d,  1S37,  addressed  to  the  War  Department,  through  the 
Adjutant-general,  which,  taken  in  connection  with  the  actual  and  authorized' occu- 
pation of  a  military  post  within  the  Mexican  territory  some  time  past,  and  innume- 
rable other  evidences  to  the  same  effect,  all  fully  known  to  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  this  government,  sufficiently  establish  the  recklessness  of  the  above  denial, 
and  amply  justify  Mexico,  not  in  suspicions  and  jealousies  merely,  but  even  in  that 
extremity  of  resentment  which  'ascertained'  facts  of  such  a  character  would  inevi- 
tably sustain  before  the  tribunal  of  the  world.  This  pugnacious  General  concludes 
his  seven  propositions  of  warlike  preparation,  thus  : 

7.  'If  I  am  permitted  to  make  an  arrangement  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing 


Il4  EIGH't    years    in    WASHINGTON.  [Part  I. 

invasion,  except  in  case  of  open  public  war,  forced  iipon  the  United  States 
by  her  persevering  injustice,  than  it  is  under  the  influence  of  those  principles 
of  action  which  have  invariably  controlled  this  government  in  its  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations.  J\oi  a  movement  has  been  made  of  the  military  forces 
of  the  United  States,  looking  to  a  possible  necessity  for  the  occupation  of  any 
portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  or  ivhich  loas  of  a  character  to  impress  that 
belief  upon  any  one.  The  republic  of  Mexico  is  represented  near  this  govern- 
ment by  its  accredited  agent,  and  possesses,  therefore,  the  ireans  of  obtain- 
ing full  and  accurate  information  upon  all  these  matters.  It  is  difficult  to 
suppose,  that  it  can  have  omitted  to  avail  itself  of  that  advantage  ;  and  if  it 
has  not,  the  representations  of  its  charge  d'affaires  must  have  confirmed  the 
views  I  have  taken. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  surprise  and  mortification,  that  the  president  has  seen 
that  the  government  of  Mexico  has  suffered  its  confidence  to  be  abused  by 
accounts  of  the  enlistment  of  troops  in  New  Orleans  for  the  Spanish  service; 
of  the  movements  and  disciplining  of  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  design  of  invading  Mexico  ;  and  of  other  acts  and  things  inconsis- 
tent with  the  relictions  between  the  two  countries,  and  with  the  duties  of  the 
United  States  as  a  neutral  nation;  that,  under  the  influence  of  impressions 
thus  produced,  the  representative  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  has  been 
called  upon  for  explanations  on  topics  so  false  and  so  absurd,  and  that,  to  fill 
the  measure  of  humiliation,  growing  out  of  his  peculiar  situation,  his  frank, 
full,  and  true  accounts  have  been  doubted,  and  renewed  calls  made  upon 
him  by  the  oflicial  organ  of  the  Mexican  government,  as  if  the  American 
minister  were  capable  of  evasion  or  misrepresentation  upon  the  subject. 

The  president  feels  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  been 
greatly  scandalized  by  these  imputations:  and  he  deplores  that  in  a  matter 
of  so  much  delicacy  and  importance,  and  in  which,  the  honour  of  this  go- 
vei'nment  is  so  deeply  concerned,  any  portion  of  the  Mexican  government 
could  condescend  to  lend  its  car  to  the  calumnies  of  officious  intermcddlers 
and  interested  adventurers. 

It  has,  in  his  judgment,  become  vitally  important  to  the  interests  of  both 
■countries,  that  the  government  of  Mexico  should  give  to  its  course,  in  regard 
to  the  United  States,  a  character  which  will  be  calculated  to  correct  the 
vnfounded  impressions  now  prevalent  among  the  Mexican  people — a  course 
which  would  give  some  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  confidence  luhich  it 
places  in  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  in  the  integrity  of  our  national 
councils,  the  libcralily  of  our  policy,  and  the  friendly  relations  u'hich  animate 
this  people  and  the  slates  of  this  confederacy  toivards  their  neighbours. 

It  is  with  that  view,  and  the  hope  of  promoting  better  feelings  and  securing 
more  amicable  relations  between  the  two  countries,  that  he  has  directed  me 
to  prepare  this  exposition  of  the  past.  It  is  neither  his  province,  nor  would 
it  be  his  wish,  to  point  out  the  manner  in  which  the  accomplishment  of  a 
result  so  desirable  should  be  attempted,  jyhenever  Mexico  adopts  a  line  of 
conduct  in  her  intercourse  with  the  United  States  ivhich  will  promote  her  own 
interests,  it  icill  equally  advance  theirs.  He  neither  asks,  nor  would 
HE  RECEIVE,  «H?/  thing  from  her  of  a  different  character-  The  commercial 
treaty,  as  adopted  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  although  not  the  best, 
would,  nevertheless,  operate  most  favourably  upon  all  the  interests  embraced 
by  its  provisions.  The  government  of  Mexico  would  do  much  to  redress 
the  past,  and  to  remove  well-founded  discontents  in  this  country,  by  its 

suggestions,  I  feel  confident  that  I  can  thereby  obtain,  and  call  to  the  frontier,  ready 
for  AN  ACTIVE  CAMPAIGN  TO  THE  CITY  OF  Mexico,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
thonsahd  first-rate  men.  for  the  most  part  mounted,  before  the  first  day  of  October 

next,    THE    TIME    THEY    SHOULD    MARCH    WESTWARD  FROM  THE   SaBINE.' — [CoU- 

gress  documents,  No.  351,  page  821.] 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  General  Gaines  has  proposed  to  take  tlie  war-making 
power  out  of  the  hands  of  Congress . 
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speedy  ratification  of  that  treaty,  as  it  was  agreed  upon  by  its  plenipoten- 
tiaries. The  treaty  of  limits  now  rests  with  the  president.  In  consequence 
of  the  remissness  on  the  part  of  Mexico  in  the  transmission  of  its  ratifi- 
cation to  Washington,  it  has  lost  its  obligatory  character.  The  President 
intends,  nevertheless,  to  submit  it  to  the  senate,  whenever  he  is  enabled 
to  accompany  it  with  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation,  now  remain- 
ing before  the  Congress  of  Mexico,  and  which  they  have  so  long  and  so 
injuriously  refused  to  act  upon.  But  when  he  speaks  of  that  treaty,  and  of 
his  intention  to  submit  it  to  the  senate  with  the  treaty  of  limits,  he  refers 
to  it  as  containing  the  material  provisions  which  were  originally  agreed  to 
by  the  executive  authority  of  Mexico.  He  is  unwilling  to  believe  that  the 
government  of  that  country,  after  what  has  passed,  can  be  induced  to  think 
it  either  just  towards  the  United  States,  or  respectful  to  itself,  to  send  for 
consideration  a  mere  skeleton  of  that  convention,  Avitli  its  most  valuable  stipu- 
lations expunged.  It  is  not  for  him  to  say  what  the  decision  of  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  now  free  to  act  upon  the  whole  subject,  as  shall  best 
comport  with  its  views  of  the  present  interests  of  the  country,  would  be,  if 
both  treaties  were  presented  in  their  original  form.  What  the  character  of 
this  decision  may  be  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  government  of  Mexico 
to  act  upon  the  commercial  treaty,  or  of  a  retrenchment  of  its  most  valuable 
provisions,  there  cannot  be  much  room  for  doubt  or  conjecture. 

With  respect  to  your  future  official  correspondence  with  the  government 
of  Mexico,  and  your  intercourse,  public  and  private,  with  the  people  and 
their  functionaries,  the  past  strongly  admonishes  you  to  avoid  giving  any 
pretext  for  a  repetition  against  yourself  of  the  imputations  which  have  been 
cast  upon  Mr.  Poinsett,  of  having  interfered  in  the  domestic  concerns  or 
politics  of  the  country;  or  even  showing  any  partiality  towards  either  of  the 
parties  which  now  appear  to  divide  the  Mexican  people.  The  manifestation 
of  sucii  a  preference,  or  of  any  connection,  remote  as  it  might  be,  with  their 
political  associations,  might  again  be  construed  into  a  wish  to  influence  or 
foment  their  party  divisions.  The  President,  therefore,  expects  you  to 
exercise  the  most  sedulous  care  in  guarding  against  similar  imputations,  and 
wishes  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  in  allaying  the  irritation  which 
seems  to  pervade  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  and  to  do  away  the  ground- 
less and  unjust  prejudices  whicli  have  been  excited  against  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  A  social,  open,  and  frank  deportment  towards  men  of 
all  classes  and  all  parties;  a  proper  degree  of  respect  for  their  opinions, 
whatever  they  may  be;  a  ready  frankness  in  explaining  the  true  policy  of 
your  government,  without  attempting  to  obtrude  your  views  where  they  are 
not  desired:  and  the  most  guarded  care  in  condemning  or  censuring  theirs, 
are  among  the  means  which  the  President  would  suggest  as  most  likely  to 
command  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to  secure  lor  yourself  a  proper 
standing  in  the  opinion  of  their  public  functionaries. 

Among  the  standing  and  most  important  duties  of  your  mission,  will  be 
that  of  protecting,  by  all  the  means  which  your  official  station  may  afford, 
the  interests  of  our  citizens,  trading,  or  in  any  way  resorting,  to  the  Alexican 
States,  and  to  secure  their  persons  and  property  against  all  undue  exactions, 
or  illegal  exercise  of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities  of  Mexico. 
During  the  continuance  of  the  present  contest  between  the  Mexicans  and 
their  invaders,  it  is  not  improbable  that  you  may  have  frequent  occasions  to 
interpose  your  influence  through  the  regular  channel  of  diplomatic  corres- 
pondence between  the  defenceless  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  the  unjust 
exercise  of  authority  too  often  growing  out  of  a  state  of  war.  If  such  cases 
should  present  themselves  for  your  official  interference,  you  will  forthwith 
make  the  proper  representations  to  the  Mexican  government,  and  demand 
instant  reparation  of  every  act  of  injustice,  or  the  proper  measure  of  indem- 
nity wherever  loss  of  property  shall  have  been  actually  incurred. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Anthony  Butler,  Esq.  M.  VAN  BUREN.' 

Charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  to  Jlexico.'' 
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'Department  of  State,  Washington,  JVovcmler  30,  1829. 

Sir: — This  government  has  been  informed,  in  a  manner  to  leave  little 
or  no  doubt  ot  the  fact,  that  the  government  of  the  United  Mexican  States 
had  resolved  to  send  a  secret  mission  to  Hayti,  in  order  to  concert  measures 
with  Boyer,  to  excite  the  slaves  in  the  island  of  Cuba  to  revolt. 

It  is  dilHcuIt  to  conceive  a  project  that  is  fraught  with  so  much  mischief 
and  wickedness,  as  one  to  excite  a  servile  war  in  any  community  whatever; 
but,  in  the  present  case,  the  proposed  plan  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  excite  a  war  of  that  description  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  cannot  but  be 
viewed  by  all  the  civilized  world,  with  peculiar  execration  and  horror. 
Although  the  people  of  that  island,  and  those  of  the  Mexican  States,  are 
placed  by  circumstances,  at  the  present  time,  in  a  state  of  political  and  na- 
tional Itostility  against  each  other,  yet  the  recollection  of  former  associations 
of  friendship  or  interest,  which  must  have  existed  between  many  of  them, 
the  common  origin  of  all,  and  the  particular  ties  of  consanguinity  which  still 
more  closely  unue  individuals  of  the  two  communities  together,  would  be 
cruelly  and  wantonly  outraged  by  this  unnatural  measure  on  the  part  of 
Mexico,  and  could  not  fail,  on  that  account,  to  aggravate  the  individual  and 
extensive  evils  involved  in  it.  Against  these  last,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
this  government  to  take  all  necessary  precautions,  not  only  to  guard  the 
peaceful  and  prosperous  settlements  of  the  United  Slates  upon  their  southera 
and  south-western  borders,  but,  in  several  of  the  old  states  of  this  Union, 
against  the  introduction  into  them,  of  the  baneful  spirit  designed  to  be  intro- 
duced and  propagated  in  the  island  of  Cuba  ;  but,  from  a  principle,  likewise, 
of  international  humanity  and  polity,  to  oppose  the  first  attempt  to  excite  it 
in  that  island  itself;  and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt,  that  all  the  nations  of 
Europe,  holding  colonies  in  this  hemisphere,  would  make  it  a  common  cause 
to  counteract  the  plan  in  ?11  its  parts. 

It  is  the  ivish  of  the  President,  therefore,  that  you  should  keep  x  watchful 
EYE  over  all  the  movements  of  the  Mexican  government  regarding  the  project 
referred  to;  that,  lo  this  end,  and  for  the  information  of  your  own  govern- 
ment, you  should  collect  all  the  details  in  your  power  upon  the  subject,  and 
oppose  the  strongest  remonstrances  that  you  can  against  it,  in  your  official 
intercourse  with  the  agents  of  that  government,  if  you  should  find  that  they 
persist  in  it.  If  these  should  not  be  effectual,  and  you  discover  that  that 
government  is  not  lo  be  turned  from  its  purpose,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  presi- 
dent that,  in  tliat  case,  you  should  furnish  this  department  with  the  earliest 
information  of  that  fact,  that  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  may  have 
it  in  its  power  to  adopt  such  measures  as  it  may  deem  proper  and  neces- 
sary to  avert  the  apprehended  evils. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  i\Ir.  Poinsett's  letter  upon  ichich  our  information 
is  founded.  Perhaps  other  and  better  counsels  may  have  prevailed  with  the 
Mexican  government  since  that  letter  was  written,  which  is  supposed  to 
have  been  at  a  moment  of  great  excitement  at  Mexico,  produced  by  the  late 
Spanisli  invasion.     You  will,  of  course,  be  able  to  ascertain  this,  and  take 

YOUR    MEASURES    ACCORDINGLY. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 
Anthony  Butler,  Esq.  M.  VAN  BUREN.' 

Charge  d^JlJfaires  of  the    U.  S.  to  Mexico.'' 

Certainly  more  need  not  be  added  here,  however  abtiiidant  tfie 
corroborating  facts,  lo  demonstrate  the  deficit  of  sincerity  mani- 
fest in  the  extract  from  General  Jackson's  first  message  to  Con- 
gress, introduced  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  in  which  he 
declares  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Poinsett  to  have  been  the  only  obsta- 
cle to  harmonious  intercourse  with  J\Iexico,  whose  recall,  at  the 
peremptory  demand  of  that  government,  General  Jackson  aifected 
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to  consider  as  presaging  the  most  perfect  reconcilement  of  her 
grievances,  in  these  words — 'And  having  thns  removed  the  only- 
alleged  obstacle  to  harmonious  intercourse,  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  an  advantageous  change  will  occur  in  our  affairs,' — unless, 
indeed,  the  obscuration  of  the  artfid,  sinister,  and  unobserved 
import  of  the  words  'only  alleged  obstacle,'  be  meant  to  cover  the 
other  (unto  the  initiated,)  well-known  grievances  then  existing, 
and  abundantly  shown  in  this  chapter.  Yet  did  General  Jack- 
son follow  up  this  disingennousness,  with  a  still  more  hardened 
and  flagrant  face  of  dissimulation  in  his  second  annual  message, 
at  the  next  session  of  our  national  legislature  ! ! 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Of  the  conspiracy  of  General  Hovstmi  to  dismember  the  Mexican  dominions, 
and  the  connivance  of  President  Jackson  to  give  it  effect. 

Having  given  a  sufficient  sketch  in  the  foregoing  chapter,  of 
the  state  of  our  intercourse  with  Mexico,  both  at  the  commence- 
ment of  General  Jackson's  administration,  and  during  the  first 
.year  of  his  diplomacy — I  propose  here  to  resume  the  subject  from 
that  period,  according  to  the  report  he  made  of  it  to  Congress  in 
his  second  annual  message,  of  the  7th  of  December,  1S3U.  For 
that  purpose,  I  will  now  extract  from  that  message,  by  way  of 
refreshing  the  memory  of  some,  and  of  affording  mformation  to 
those  who  have  never  seen  it,  all  that  it  contains  upon  our  Mexi- 
can relations.  These  are  his  concise  and  flattering  passages, 
viz: — 

'I  am  particularly  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  a  decidedly  favoura- 
ble, and  as  I  hope,  lasting  change  has  been  effected  in  our  relaijons  with  the 
neighbouring  republic  of  Mexico.  The  unfortunate  and  unfounded  suspicions 
in  regard  to  our  disposition,  which  it  became  ray  painful  duty  to  advert  to 
on  a  former  occasion,  have  been,  I  believe,  cnlirely  removed;  and  the 
government  of  Mexico  has  been  made  to  understand  the  real  character  of  the 
wishes  and  views  of  this  in  regard  to  that  country.  The  consequence  is,  the 
estahlishmcnt  of  friendship  and  mutual  confidence.  Such  are  the  assurances 
I  have  received,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt  their  sincerity. 

'I  had  reason  to  expect  the  conclusion  of  a  commercial  treaty  with  Mexico 
in  season  for  communication  on  the  present  occasion.  Circumstances  which 
are  not  explained,  but  which  I  am  persuaded  are  not  the  result  of  an  indis- 
position on  her  part  to  enter  into  it,  have  produced  the  delay. 

There  was  reason  to  fear,  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  that  the  harmony 
of  our  relations  might  be  disturbf^d  by  the  acts  of  certain  claimants,  wider 
J\Texican  grants  of  territory  which  had  liitherto  been  under  our  jurisdiction. 
The  co-operation  of  the  representative  of  Mexico  near  this  government,  was 
asked  on  the  occasion,  and  was  readily  afforded.  Instruction  and  advice 
have  been  given  to  the  governor  of  Arkansas,  and  the  officers  in  command  in 
the  adjoining  Mexican  state,  by  which  it  is  hoped  the  quiet  of  that  frontier 

16 
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will  be  preserved,  until  a  final  settlement  of  the  dividing  line  shall   have 
rfflmoved  all  grounds  of  controversy.' 

I  would  now  ask,  if  there  be  an  Hinpractised  man'  in  this 
whole  union  or  in  the  world,  who  would  suppose  it  possible  that 
at  the  very  moment  and  for  some  days  before  the  date  of  this 
message,  General  Jackson,  had  in  his  possession  the  information 
contained  in  the  following  letter,  first  verbally  given  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  of  November,  and  a  few  days  after  by 
his  particular  desire,  stated  in  writing?  Would  any  one  believe 
that  General  Houston  had  been  on  a  visit  at  Washington  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  previous  session  of  Congress,  to  which 
General  Jackson's  first  annual  message  was  addressed?  Would 
it  be  supposed  that  General  Houston  was  in  continual,  close, 
friendly,  confidential  intercourse  with  General  Jackson  during 
that  visit?  That  General  Houston  was  General  Jackson's  boasted 
military  pupil;  had  formerly  been  elected  governor  of  Tennessee 
mainly  by  General  Jackson's  infiuence ;  that  he  had  subsequently, 
in  1S27  or  '28,  abdicated  the  government  of  Tennessee,  and 
abandoned  his  family,  to  domicihate  himself  among  the  Indians 
on  the  borders  of  Texas  and  Arkansas;  and  that  in  the  winter  of 
1829 — '30,  during  the  first  session  of  Congress,  under  General 
Jackson's  administration,  he  repaired  hither,  as  above  mentioned, 
in  Indian  costume,  and  hence  to  New  York,  to  mature  plans  of 
a  coNSPiuACY  against  this  same  'neighbouring  republic,'  to  make 
his  arrangements  to  ihat  effect,  and  negociate  for  funds  on 
Texian  land  securities  or  scrip,  for  the  purpose  of  making  con- 
quest of  that  province?  Yet  these  things  were  true,  and  were 
known  to  General  Jacli:son  anterior  to  the  date  of  the  message 
above  quoted.  But  this  is  not  all.  What  is  still  more  shocking 
to  every  principle  that  should  govern  the  heart  of  a  sincere,  just, 
and  upright  man,  it  is  highly  probable  judging  as  I  feel  warrant- 
ed to  do,  from  tlie  declarations  of  many  of  the  same  choice  spirits 
who  participated  in,  or  were  advocates  and  apologists  of  that  con- 
spiracy, that  the  whole  Mexican  confederacy  was  already  regard- 
ed as  the  victim  in  prospective  of  this  piratic  enterprise.  Yes;  I 
freely  say,  that  the  documentary  and  oral  testimony  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  has  firmly  impressed  my  mind  with  the 
conviction  that  all  Mexico  has  been  long  since  compassed,  in 
imagination  and  ardent  desire,  by  the  grasping  enterprise  of 
certain  piratic  American  citizens;  and  that  too  under  the  conni- 
vance of  Andrew  Jackson,  while  he  was  professing  equivocal 
good  will  towards  that  infant  republic;  and  in  all  probability  as 
a  continuance  of  the  original  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr,  in  the 
plans  of  which  it  will  hereafter  appear  he  was  an  elfective  par- 
ticipant. 

For  the  present,  take  the  following  letter : 
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lOriginal  Icttnr  addressed  to  the  President,  in  1830..  and  returned  in  183G.] 
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*To  General  Andrew  Jackson, 

^President  of  the  Unilcd  Slates  : 
'The  enclosed  is  the  scheme  of  a  Secret  Alphabet  in  the  hand-writing  of  a 
Mr.  Hunter,  which  came  into  my  possession  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned,  and  which  I  confide  to  your  excellency,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  facts,  to  be  used  in  any  way  your  excellency  may  deem 
proper.     Written  out,  the  Alphabet  stands  thus  : 

a     b     c     d     c      fghijklmn      o     p      q      r 

jjuuLLn^nnccmnnrr 

S  t         U      V       W      X        7J  Z 

V\/>><</\/\ 

"In  making  the  following  statement,  it  seems  to  me  desirable,  with  a  view 
to  brevity,  without  impairing  or  obscuring  the  facts,  to  avoid  that  circumlo- 
cution which  a  minute  detail  of  contingent  and  immaterial  circumstances 
would  involve. 

'Some  time  in  the  month  of  February  last,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect, 
certainly  very  shortly  after  General  Samuel  Houston  arrived  in  this  city,  I 
was  introduced  to  him  at  Brown's  hotel,  where  both  of  us  had  taken  lodg- 
ings. Our  rooms  were  on  the  same  floor  and  convenient  for  social  inter- 
course ;  which,  from  the  General's  courteous  manners,  and  my  own  desire 
to  be  enabled  to  do  him  justice  in  my  own  estimation,  relative  to  his  aban- 
doning his  family  and  abdicating  the  government  of  Tennessee,  readily  be- 
came frequent  and  intimate.  Upon  what  he  perhaps  deemed  a  suitable 
maturity  of  acquaintance,  he  spoke  freely  and  minutely  of  his  past  history. 
He  spoke  of  his  separation  from  Mrs.  H.  with  great  sensibility,  and  depre- 
cated the  injurious  impression  it  had  made  upon  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
public  mind,  disparaging  the  sanity  of  his  intellect,  or  rectitude  of  his  moral 
character.  Judging  favourably,  no  doubt,  of  the  progress  of  our  acquain- 
tance, and  the  prepossessing  impression  it  had  made  on  me  in  relation  to  the 
salubrity  and  general  competency  of  his  intelligence,  with  rectitude  of  im- 
pulses, he  complained  of  the  inadequate  defence  volunteered  in  his  behalf 
bv  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,*  and  solicited  me  to  write  commu- 
nications for  the  columns  of  that  paper,  and  use  my  friendly  interest  with 
the  editor  for  their  publication.  I  promised  to  make  a  sketch  of  something 
anonymous  respecting  my  favourable  impressions,  and  show  it  to  him. 
But  before  I  had  time  or  full  pliancy  of  mind  to  digest  any  thoughts  upon 
the  subject,  our  frequent  interviews,  and  his  confidence  in  my  serving  his 
ends,  doubtless,  induced  him  to  avow  to  me  more  particularly,  the  ground 

*  Editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer. — By  what  means,  and  how  earl}%  Mr. 
Ritchie  afterwards  became  interested  in  the  invasion  of  Texas,  I  am  not  minutely 
informed;  but  it  is  now  notorious,  that  a  member  of  his  immediate  family  has,  for 
several  years,  been  interested  in  Texas  land  scrip,  exceedinj^  one  hundred  thou- 
sand DOLLARS,  enough  in  some  cases,  to  bias  the  ivjlucacc  of  llic  press. 
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of  his  solicitude  to  have  his  character  and  mental  competency  elevated  be- 
fore the  public.  He  descanted  on  the  immense  fields  for  enterprise  in  the 
Indian  settlement  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  through  that  as  a  stepping 
stone,  in  Texas ;  and  recommended  me  to  direct  my  destinies  that  way. 
Without  making  any  promises  or  commitments,  I  did  not  discourase,  at  this 
stage,  his  inflated  schemes  for  my  advancement,  as  I  had  a  curiosity  now 
on  lip-toe,  to  hear  his  romantic  projections,  for  his  manner  and  his  enthusi- 
asm were  at  least  entertaining  Accordingly,  he  went  on  to  develope  much 
of  a  systematic  enterprise,  but  not  half  what  I  have  since  learnt  from  another 
source  ;  perhaps  because  he  discovered  that  my  interest  in  the  subject  did  not 
keep  pace  with  the  anticipations  he  had  formed  for  the  progress  of  his  dis- 
closures.    I  learnt  from  him  these  facts  and  speculations,  viz: 

'That  he  was  organizing  an  expedition  against  Texas;  to  afford  a  cloak  to 
which,  he  had  assumed  the  Indian  costume,  habits,  and  associations,  by  set- 
tling among  them,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Texas.  That  nothing  -vras  more 
easy  to  accomplish,  than  the  conquest  and  possession  of  that  extensive  and 
fertile  country,  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Indians  in  the  Arkansas  Territory, 
and  recruits  among  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  That  in  his  view  it  would 
hardly  be  necessary  to  strike  a  blow  to  wrest  Texas  from  Mexico.  That  it 
was  ample  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent government  from  the  United  States.  That  the  expedition  would  be 
got  ready  with  ail  possible  despatch — that  the  demonstration  would  and 
must  be  made  in  about  twelve  months  from  that  time.  That  the  event  of 
success  opened  the  most  unbounded  prospects  of  wealth  to  those  who  would 
embark  in  it,  and  that  it  was  with  a  view  to  facilitate  his  recruits,  he  wished, 
to  elevate  himself  in  the  public  confidence  by  the  aid  of  my  communications 
to  the  Richmond  Enquirer.  That  I  should  have  a  surgeoncy  in  the  expe- 
dition, and  recommended  me  in  the  meantime,  to  remove  along  with  him 
and  practise  physic  amuug  the  Indians  in  the  Territory. 

'As  the  matter  began  to  assume  the  shape  of  a  close  and  substantial  pro- 
position, I  felt  myself  under  the  necessity  to  be  decisive,  Avhich  put  an  end 
to  the  further  detail  of  his  plans.  I  declined  the  overtures  for  my  participa- 
tion ;  and  farther  told  him,  by  way  of  exonerating  myself  from  the  promise 
to  make  communications  to  the  Enquirer,  without  exciting  his  apprehen- 
sions of  my  active  hostility  to  his  views,  that  it  would  be  very  impoliiic  to 
attract  the  public  attention  toward  himself  in  that  general  and  indiscrimi- 
nate manner,  that  it  would  surely  invite  inquiry  from  some  quarter,  about 
the  motives  of  such  communications;  which  would  probably  issue  in  fer- 
reting out  his  whole  scheme.  After  this,  our  interviews  fell  into  neglect — 
our  intercourse  consisted  only  of  salutations  of  civility — he  sought  not  my 
company,  and  as  a  matter  of  prudence  I  rather  avoided  his. 

'In  the  early  part  of  our  intercourse,  Gen'l  Houston  informed  me  that  he 
had  volunteered  to  assure  the  president,  that  he  had  no  desire  for  an  appoint- 
ment of  any  sort  under  his  administration— that  he  believed  the  president 
would  give  him  almost  any  thing  he  would  request — but  that  he  took  into 
consideration,  the  prejudice  with  which  an  appointment  conferred  on  him 
might  be  regarded  by  the  public  subsisting  the  circumstances  and  causes  of 
his  exile.  Yet  I  have  understood  from  indisputable  authority,  that  Gen'l 
Houston  did  apply  for  and  solicit  the  appointment  to  furnish  provisions,  &c. 
for  the  Indians,  &.c.  at  the  charge  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter,  which 
was  denied  him — but  whether  that  wish  has  not  been,  as  to  his  views,  suf- 
ficiently substituted  by  the  successful  application  of  a  most  intimate  friend 
of  his,  Gen'l  Van  Foisen,  lately  of  New  York,  is  a  problem  perhaps  not 
unworthy  of  inquiry.  In  the  month  of  March,  Gen'l  Houston  visited  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia' and  New  York,  and  did  intend  to  have  gone  as  far  as 
Boston,  as  he  informed  me,  under  such  circumstances  as  made  the  inference 
of  his  business  a  matter  hardly  to  be  doubted. 

'Some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress (or  possibly  in  May,  a  short  time  before  adjournment)  having  returned 
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to  Richmond,  I  met  with  a  young  gentleman  in  that  place  by  the  name  of 
Murray,  from  Tennessee,  on  his  return  home  through  the  southern  states.  I 
had  become  acquainted  with  him,  in  this  city,  early  in  the  winter.  He  had 
also  told  me  that  he  wanted  no  employment  from  the  government,  but  was 
travelling  rather  for  his  personal  gralJHcalion.  A  considerable  portion  of  the 
winter  he  had  passed  in  a  town  to  the  north.  When  I  called  on  him  in 
Richmond,  I  made  an  oblique  turn  of  conversation,  upon  the  mysterious 
conduct  of  General  Houston  ;  and  expressed  a  surmise,  that  he  must  have 
some  very  deep  views  in  exiling  himself  from  the  civilized  world,  to  settle 
among  the  Indians.  This,  Mr.  Murray  readily  confirmed,  apparently,  as  if 
he  thought  it  a  perfectly  innocent  and  legitimate  matter,  or,  as  a  thing  of 
common  rumour,  and  of  no  concern  to  him — by  remarking,  that  the  general 
was  organizing  an  expedition  to  take  possession  of  Texas.  Upon  my  asking 
him  how  he  knew  that,  he  replied,  'that  it  was  a  good  deal  spoken  of  at 
Washington.'  I  did  not  press  the  subject  sufficiently  to  satisty  my  mind 
whether  it  was  by  common  rumour,  or  among  recruits  only,  that  Mr.  Murray 
meant  it  was  spoken  of,  as  Mr.  M's  movements  indicated  to  me,  some  agency 
in  the  business;  and  loo  much  curiosity  on  my  part,  after  having  declined 
co-operation,  with  which  he  might  already  be,  or  might  become  acquainted, 
would  possibly  excite  alarm,  and  induce  the  parties  to  re-model  their  plan 
with  greater  secrecy  and  security. 

'Shortly  after  my  return  to  this  city,  a  few  weeks  ago,  a  Mr.  Hunter,  lately 
dismissed  from  West  Point,  came  to  take  lodgings  in  the  house  where  I 
boarded.  He  presently  discovered  himself  to  be  very  indiscreet,  and  boastful 
of  himself,  whether  in  relation  to  advantages  real  or  imaginary.  On  a  visit 
to  my  apartment,  being  in  pecuniary  embarrassments  and  unable  to  redeem 
his  baggage  from  the  house  he  last  boarded  at,  he  fell  to  boasting  of  the  funds 
he  was  daily  expecting  by  the  mail,  of  his  father's  present  riches,  and  still 
greater  wealth  before  his  misfortunes,  and  of  his  own  possessions,  indepen- 
dent of  his  father,  whereof  he  had  already  spent  five  thousand  dollars  in 
enjoying  life.  But,  says  he,  all  that  is  nothing  to  the  unbounded  prospects  I 
have  of  wealth  in  the  future.  Indeed !  said  I,  how  is  it  that  you  can  engender 
wealth  to  repair  your  extravagance,  with  such  facility?  Ah,  says  he,  that  is 
a  secret.  I  will  lay  my  life  said  I,  it  is  a  scheme  upon  Texas.  He,  hesita- 
tingly, said  yes,  something  like  it.  And  said  I,  General  Houston  is  the  pro- 
jector and  conductor  of  the  enterprise?  At  this,  he  was  so  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  I  knew  all  about  the  plan,  and  was  one  of  the  recruits, 
that  he  declared  it  to  be  his  belief,  and  asked  me  some  questions  to  that 
effect.  I  declined  answering,  remarking  that  I  did  not  believe  he  knew  any 
thing  about  it,  and  should  tell  him  nothing.  Upon  this  issue,  to  vindicate  his 
knowledge  and  alleged  fraternity,  he  set  in  to  tell  me  every  thing. 

'Says  he,  there  is  your  name,  writing  my  name  on  the  table  in  cipher, 
where  it  yet  stands  unobliterated.  I  was  still  incredulous.  He  asked  for 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  the  scheme  here  enclosed,  and  then  v/rote  my 
name  at  the  bottom. 

'That  he  was  a  bona  fide  agent  of  the  recruiting  service  for  this  district; 
and  that  there  were  agencies  established  in  all  the  principal  towns,  and 
various  parts  of  the  United  States;  and  that  this  conventional  alphabet  was 
the  channel  of  correspondence.  That  several  thousands  had  already  enlisted, 
along  the  sea-board,  from  New  England  to  Georgia,  inclusive.  That  each 
man  paid  thirty  dollars  to  the  common  fund,  and  took  an  oath  of  secrecy  and 
good  failh  to  the  cause,  on  joining  the  party.  That  they  were  to  repair,  in 
their  individual  capacities,  as  travelers,  to  different  points  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  where  they  had  already  chartered  steamboats,  on  which  to 
embark,  and  thence  ply  to  their  rendezvous,  somewhere  in  the  territory  of 
Arkansas,  or  Texas,  convenient  for  action,  (the  plan  not  specified  to  me). 
That  it  was  contemplated  to  supersede  General  Houston  in  the  civil  govern- 
ment, when  the  military  operations  were  over,  and  that  they  meant  to  estab- 
lish an  independent  government,  and  resist  any  attempt  of  the  United  States 
to  wrest  so  valuable  a  prize  from  them. 
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■^He  finally  appealed  to  me  again,  with  some  concern,  to  say  if  I  were  not 
one  of  the  party.  I  observed,  that  I  should  tell  him  nothing  about  it,  and 
changed  the  subject  to  some  levity,  and  afterwards  avoided  his  further 
i-mportunities.  &c.     I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'Washmglon  City,  D.  C.  Dec.  2,  1830.  R.  Mayo.' 

This  letter  shows  the  pure  casualty  by  which  I  have  been 
made  the  humble  instrument  of  exposing  this  whole  series  of 
tortuous  diplomacy,  double  dealing,  and  piratical  depravity,* 
which,  but  for  that  casualty,  would  never  have  been  fully  under- 
stood except  by  the  principal  confederates,  plotters,  and  conduc- 
tors of  the  wicked  and  inhuman  enterprise,  involving  the  lives 
of  thousands  of  our  deluded  fellow-citizens,  and  setting  a  malig- 
nant example  to  our  citizens  on  the  opposite  frontier  of  our 
northern  neighbour. 

What  disposition  General  Jackson  made  of  that  letter,  I  knew 
not,  for  nearly  six  years  after  its  date.  It  was  written,  as  I  have 
said,  by  General  Jackson's  particular  request,  a  few  weeks  after 
my  arrival  in  Washington,  in  tlie  fall  of  IS30.  Having,  in  the 
latter  part  of  November,  stated  verbally  to  him,  the  matters 
therein  mentioned,  he  did  not  appear  to  me  to  take  that  interest 
in  the  subject  which  I  supposed  he  would,  or  which  I  judged  it 
to  merit.  However,  in  a  day  or  two  thereafter,  he  sent  his  mes- 
senger to  me  at  my  lodgings,  to  request  my  presence  as  soon  as 

*PiuATicAL  Depravity. — It  will  be  proper  here,  in  order  to  throw  some  addi- 
tional light  upon  this  case,  to  make  a  few  extracts,  that  go  to  expound  the  right  of 
expatriation  ;  the  rehnquishing  one's  domicil  in  one  country  and  acquiring  domicil  in 
another,  with  hostile  or  peaceable  intent ;  and  what  constitiites  piracy.  It  has  been 
questioned  by  learned  jurists — 

'Whether  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  can  divest  himself  absolutely  of  that  charac- 
ter, otherwise  than  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law  ?  And,  whether 
by  becoming  the  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  he  is  rescued  from  punishment  for  a 
crime  against  the  United  States?  and  is  disabled  to  hold  lands  ? — \_Sce  the  right  and 
mode  of— discussed— 3  Dallas,  p.  133-169,  Sup.   Court,  1795 :  and  7  JVheaton,  347. 

'Supposing  such  a  right  [of  expatriation]  to  exist,  it  cannot  be  exercised  without 
a  bona  fide  change  of  domicil,  and  can  never  be  asserted  as  a  cover  for  fraud,  or  to 
justify  a  crime  against  the  country,  or  any  violation  of  its  laws. — [7  lllieaton.  37S. 

'An  American  citizen  residing  in  a  foreign  country  may  acquire  the  commercial 
privileges  attached  to  his  domicil — and  by  making  himself  the  subject  of  a  foreign 
power,  he  places  himself  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  while  within  the 
territory  of  a  sovereign  to  whom  he  has  sworn  allegiance. — [2  Cranch,  64,  Sup. 
Court,  1804. 

General  Piracy,  and  Piracy  by  statute. — 'The  right  of  every  nation  to 
punish,  is,  in  its  nature,  limited  to  offences  against  the  nation  inflicting  the  punishment. 
It  comprehends  every  possible  violation  of  its  laws  on  its  own  territory,  and  extends 
to  violations  committed  elsewhere  by  persons  it  has  a  right  to  bind.  It  extends 
also  to  general  piracy.  A  pirate  under  the  laws  of  nations,  is  an  enemy  of  the 
human  race.  Being  the  enemy  of  all,  he  is  liable  to  be  punished  by  all;  any  act 
which  denotes  this  universal  hostility  is  an  act  of  piracy.  Not  only  actual  robbery, 
therefore,  but  cruising  the  high  seas  without  commission,  and  with  intent  to  rob,  is 
piracy.  This  is  an  offence  against  all  and  every  nation,  and  is,  therefore,  alike 
punishable  by  all.  But  an  offence,  which,  in  its  nature  affects  only  a  particular  nation, 
is  only  punishable  by  that  nation.  It  is  by  confounding  general  piracy,  with  piracy  by 
statute,  that  indistinct  ideas  have  been  produced  respecting  the  power  to  punish 
offences  on  the  high  seas.  A  statute  may  make  any  offence  piracy  committed  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  nation  passing  the  statute,  and  such  offence  will  be  punishable 
by  that  nation. —  [5  Mltcaton,  appendix,  jmge  7. 
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possible.  I  attended  without  delay,  and  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised, as  well  as  gratified,  to  receive  a  special  request,  that  I 
would  state  to  him  in  writing,  (as  I  understood  for  the  use  or 
information  of  the  secretary  of  state)  the  facts  and  circumstances 
I  had  verbally  communicated  to  him.  This,  by  comparing 
dates,  it  will  be  perceived,  was  several  days  before  that  of  his 
message  above  quoted.  I  certainly  did  expect,  from  the  new  or 
increased  interest  he  seemed  to  take  in  the  subject,  lo  hear  some- 
thing of  it  either  in  his  message,  by  a  proclamation,  or  other- 
wise— possibly,  tliat  further  efforts  would  be  made  to  ascertain 
by  more  extended  testimony,  whether  by  examination  of  the 
Avitnesses  I  had  spoken  of,  or  the  adoption  of  other  suitable 
measures,  which  I  supposed  could  not  fail  to  be  made  public,  if 
the  enterprise  should  be  ascertained  to  be  in  progress.  But 
hearing  nothing  whatever  from  the  executive  on  the  subject,  I 
hardly  spent  another  thought  in  relation  to  it,  until  three  or  four 
years  thereafter,  when  open  disturbances  in  Texas  and  notes  of 
military  preparation  in  several  of  the  western  states  looking  in 
that  direction  began  to  attract  public  notice,  I  again  thought  it 
probable  we  should  hear  from  the  paternal  authority  of  the  presi- 
dent in  strains  of  salutary  admonition  against  the  threatened 
violation  of  our  neutral  and  amicable  relations  with  Mexico  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  But  my  unfeigned  astonishment 
at  his  continued  silence  was  afterw^ards  still  increased  by  per- 
ceiving in  the  correspondence  between  the  Mexican  minister  and 
our  government  upon  those  disturbances  and  the  simultaneous 
hostile  movements  of  our  citizens,  that  the  secretary  of  state  dis- 
claimed all  knowledge  of  any  designs  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  inimical  or  unfriendly  to  Mexico.  And  yet,  late  in  the 
fall  of  1S36,  it  was  providentially  decreed  that  this  whole  subject 
should  wear  a  new  aspect  in  my  view,  whatever  others  might 
think  of  it ;  aye,  and  a  thousand  degrees  worse  lieinous  than 
the  culpable  omission  to  notice  it  in  the  official  manner  impe- 
riously called  for  by  the  nature  of  the  case  in  the  first  instance, 
or  afterwards.  General  Jackson's  administration  being  then 
approximating  to  a  close,  he  had  commenced  disposing  of  his 
immense  mass  of  papers  (perhaps  not  those  embraced  in  his 
technicality  of  'executive  archives')  when  several  packages  of 
my  communications  were  at  different  times  returned  to  me  by  the 
hands  of  his  messenger,  who  informed  me  that  the  President 
had  ordered  most  of  his  papers  to  be  burnt.  Many  others  that  I 
had  communicated  to  the  President  were  yet  retained,  much  to 
my  regret.  The  last  package  that  I  received,  contained  my  ori- 
ginal letter  of  December  2,  1830,  as  inserted  above,  in  the  same 
envelope  in  which  I  had  addressed  it  to  him,  with  his  endorse- 
ment upon  it,  accompanied  with  a  copy  or  the  original  of  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Fulton,  in  his  own  hand- writing,  which  is  here 
subjoined,  also  endorsed  by  him,  as  they  appear  in  the  herewith 
accompanying  fac -simile.     At  the  sii^'ht  of  that  letter,  and  still 
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more  at  the  perusal  of  it,  was  I  struck  with  petrifying  amaze- 
ment. I  was  for  some  time  confounded  at  the  inconsistencies, 
the  contradictions,  and  the  falsifications  which  the  concatenated 
circumstances  now  involved,  though,  in  their  detached  view 
before,  they  had  made  no  very  deep  impression  on  me.  I  have 
said  upon  another  occasion,  that  'isolated  facts  lead  to  no  impor- 
tant results,  either  in  the  speculative  or  philosophical  sciences ; 
that  they  rarely  awaken  the  mind  to  trains  of  elaborate  thought 
and  research,  tending  to  useful  discoveries :  How  obvious, 
then,  is  it  that  to  begin  to  entertain  the  first  surmise  of  a  doubt 
upon  any  subject  to  which  we  have  already  given  our  preposses- 
sions, requires  something  more  than  the  casual  observation  of 
isolated  facts  or  occurrences?  Upon  the  subjects  I  have  pro- 
posed to  treat,  above  all  others,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  true 
statesman  to  take  up  his  political  telescope,  and  draw  all  the 
lights  of  pertinent  facts  from  the  boundless  expanse  of  time  and 
space,  into  one  concentrated  focus,  in  order  to  see  and  note  their 
bearings,  and  to  profit  by  the  wholesome  inductions  they  would 
teach.'  Yes,  my  confidence  in  General  Jackson,  at  the  time  the 
foregoing  letter  was  written,  and  for  years  after,  was  too  strong 
for  me  to  begin  to  doubt  his  near  approximation  to  iiifallihility, 
even  from  the  repeated  circumstances  that  had  already  transpired, 
calculated  to  sh"'-e  the  faith  of  most  men.  I  found  myself, 
however,  at  last  unable  longer  to  resist  the  torrent  of  their  accu- 
mulated force,  when  that  same  letter,  and  the  one  to  Mr.  Fulton, 
based  upon  it,  and  written  but  a  few  days  after  it,  came  together 
into  my  hands  in  the  same  envelope,  by  General  Jackson's  messen- 
ger, six  years  after  their  date ;  and  when  the  repeated  official  pro- 
testations of  executive  ignorance  on  the  subject  of  hostile  inter- 
ference of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico, 
after  such  interference  had  nevertheless  become  notorious  to  the 
world  through  various  other  channels;  impressed  a  total  revolu- 
tion in  my  mind  upon  the  wliole  career  of  General  Jackson's 
tortuous  life,  and  not  only  resolved  me  never  to  see  him  more, 
but,  as  soon  as  the  two  branches  of  the  national  legislature 
should  be  disenthralled  from  his  complete  control,  that  I  would 
lay  the  entire  aftair  before  the  public,  together  with  my  other 
observations  during  eight  years  residence  in  Washington.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  I  should  have  found  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  doling  out  these  statements  in  piece-meal,  as  I  have 
for  the  last  twelve  months.  But  if  their  due  estimate  has  suffered 
by  these  detached  expositions,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  regain 
their  united  strength  yet,  in  time  to  serve  as  a  useful  lesson  to 
posterity. 

Here  is  the  original  letter  addressed  by  the  President,  to  Mr. 
Fulton,  based  upon  the  foregoing,  filed  away  with  it  in  the  same 
envelope,  (after  sending  a  copy  I  suppose,)  and,  six  years  after- 
wards, handed  to  me  by  the  President's  messenger,  in  the  same 
envelope  with  the  preceding  letter.     I  have  distinguished  seve- 
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ral  of  its  statements  by  italics,  for  comment.      A  faithful  f<ic 
simile  of  that  letter,  is  also  here  given,  with  General  Jackson's 
endorsements  upon  it,  and  upon  the  envelope. 
('strictly  confidential.) 

'Washington,  Decemher  10,  1830. 

'Dear  Sir: — It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  an  extensive  expedition  against 
Texas  is  organizing  in  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  tlie  establishment  of 
an  independent  government  in  that  province,  and  that  Gen.  Houston  is  to  be 
at  the  head  of  it.  From  all  the  circumstances  communicated  to  me  upon 
this  subject,  and  which  have  fallen  wider  mij  observation,  I  am  induced  to 
believe  and  hope  (notwithstanding  the  circumstantial  manner  in  which  it  is 
related  to  me)  that  the  information  I  have  received  is  crro7ieous,  and  it  is 
unnecessary  that  I  should  add  my  sincere  loish  that  it  may  be  so.  JVb  move- 
ments have  been  made,  nor  have  any  facts  been  established,  Avhich  would 
require  or  would  justify  the  adoption  of  official  proceedings  against  indi- 
viduals implicated;  yet  so  strong  is  the  detestation  of  the  criminal  stejis 
alluded  to,  and  such  are  my  apprehensions  of  the  extent  to  which  the  peace 
and  honour  of  the  country  might  be  compromitted  by  it,  as  to  make  me 
anxious  to  do  every  iking  short  of  it  which  may  serve  to  elicit  the  truth,  and 
to  furnish  me  with  the  necessary  facts  (if  they  exist)  to  lay  ihe  foundation 
of  further  measures. 

*It  is  said  that  enlistments  have  been  made  for  the  enterprise  in  various 
parts  of  the  Union;  that  the  confederates  are  to  repair,  as  travellers,  to  diffe- 
rent points  of  the  Mississippi,  where  they  have  already  chartered  steamboats 
in  which  to  embark ;  that  the  point  of  rendezvous  is  to  be  in  the  Arkansas 
territory,  and  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Indians  is  looked  to  by  those 
engaged  in  the  contemplated  eaipedition. 

'1  know  of  no  one  whose  situation  will  better  enable  him  to  watch  the 
course  of  things,  and  keep  me  truly  and  constantly  advised  of  any  move- 
ments which  may  serve  to  justify  the  suspicions  xohich  arc  entertained,  thaa 
yourself,  and  I  know  I  can  rely  with  confidence  on  your  fidelity  and  activity. 
To  secure  your  exertions  in  that  regard,  is  the  object  of  this  letter,  and  it  is 
because  I  wish  it  to  be  considered  rather  as  a  private  than  an  official  act, 
that  it  is  addressed  to  you  instead  of  the  governor,  (who  is  understood  to  be 
now  in  Kentucky.) 

'The  course  to  be  pursued  to  effect  the  object  in  view  must  of  necessity  be 
left  to  your  discretion,  enjoining  only  that  the  utmost  secrecy  be  observed  on 
your  part.  If,  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  required  of  you,  any  expenses 
are  necessarily  incurred  by  you,  I  will  see  they  are  refunded. 

'I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

'Wm.  Fulton,  Esq.' 

The  first  circumstance  which  strikes  me  as  worthy  of  note  in 
the  above  letter,  is,  that  it  was  written  but  three  days  after  the 
date  of  the  president's  message,  the  statements  of  which  contrast 
so  glaringly  with  each  other.  The  next  is,  an  avowal,  that 
besides  the  circumstances  communicated  to  him,  others  had  fallen 
under  his  own  observation.  And  yet,  after  denouncing  in  the 
strongest  terms  his  detestation  of  the  criminal  steps  alluded  to, 
and  his  apprehension  of  the  extent  to  which  the  peace  and 
honour  of  the  country  might  be  compromitted  by  it,  he  so  com- 
pletely puts  aside  and  sets  the  whole  at  naught,  as  to  disclaim 
the  existence  of  the  necessary  facts  to  lay  the  foundation  oi fur- 
ther measures;  alleging  too,  his  anxiety  to  do  every  thing  to 
elicit  the  truths  but  did  nothing  more  than  write  a  confidential 
17 
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letter  to  one  who  was  not  even  one  of  the  proper  organs  in  such 
cases,  and  y^t  tied  him  np  in  such  restrictions  and  positive  in- 
junctions o\ secrecy,  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to 
make  satisfactory  explorations,  even  v/ere  he  a  proper  officer  for 
the  occasion,  and  his  sphere  of  action  correspondent  with  the 
scenes  of  preparation,  alleged  to  exist  througli  the  whole  west. 
But  General  Jackson  was  not  insensible  of  the  liagrant  impro- 
priety of  calling  on  a  secretary  of  a  territory,  instead  of  the 
governors,  the  district  attorneys,  marshals,  and  principal  officers 
at  the  military  posts  throughout  the  west.  He  let  slip  a  slight 
evidence  of  his  consciousness  of  its  impropriety,  by  pleading  in 
excuse,  that  the  governor  of  xirkansas  was  'understood  to  be  then 
in  Kentucky,'  when  in  fact  he  was  then  at  his  post  in  Arkansas, 
as  I  have  been  since  informed  by  the  very  best  authority.  The 
trepidation  of  General  Jackson's  mind  on  this  occasion,  was 
indicated  in  a  manner,  however,  very  unusual  to  him,  by  the 
erasures  and  blunders  in  his  endorsements,  in  which  he  styles 
Mr.  Fulton,  the  Secretary  of  Florida,*  and  orders  that  another 
letter  be  written  to  the  Secretary  of  Arkansas — all  of  which 
struck  my  tnind  as  indicative  of  something  deeper  than  igno- 
rance or  defect  of  judgment. 

But  the  editor  of  the  official  newspaper  (officiously  so  called 
without  the  authority  of  law  or  the  constitution)  has  pretended 
that  this  'stw^tly  confidential  letter'  to  Mr.  Fulton  was  all  that 
was  called  for  by  the  testimony  before  the  president  at  the  time.f 

*He  styles  Mr.  Fulton  the  Secretary  of  Florida. — A  query  has  just 
occurred  to  my  mind,  whicli  may  possibly  be  esteemed  worthy  of  an  answer  else- 
where— whether  the  governor  of  Florida  was  also  in  Kentucky  as  an  excuse  why 
the  president  should  write  to  the  secretary  of  that  territory  likewise  instead  of  the 
governor?  or  was  such  a  letter  actually  sent  to  the  secretary  of  Florida?  in  fine,  was 
that  also  directed  contrary- wise,  and  with  the  same  confusion  as  was  the  endorsement 
of  that  purporting  to  have  been  intended  for  Mr.  Fulton  ? 

t  The  testimony  before  the  President  at  the  time. — No  man  will  under- 
take to  reconcile  the  pretence  that  the  letter  in  question,  disregardinij  all  other  cor- 
roborating evidence,  was  insufficient  to  justify  farther  measures,  with  the  energetic 
action  of  the  president  several  years  afterwards  upon  a  vague  rumour  that  the  Indians 
of  Red  river  were  likely  to  be  excited  by  Mexicans  to  attack  the  Texians.  Upon  so 
slight  a  testimony  as  this,  General  Jackson  caused  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  be 
taken,  though  the  statement  was  false  :  and  if  it  had  been  true,  he  had  no  right  to 
interfere.  The  Indian  tribes  have  always  been  treated  with  the  outward  forms  at 
least,  that  apply  to  the  rights  of  sovereignty.  We  send  embassies  or  commissioners 
to  them,  enter  into  treaties  with  them,  negociate  for,  and  exchange  territory  with 
them.  They  may  carry  on  war  with  one  another,  or  with  other  powers,  without 
involving  our  neutrality  :  and  for  us  officiously  to  step  in,  or  interpose  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other,  is  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  belligerents.  Yet,  General  .lackson, 
who  is  a:-])rivileged  man  when  ever  he  chooses  to  take  the  responsibility,  did  inter- 
fere.    The  following  are  the  documents  in  that  case,  viz: — 

'Near  Crow's  Ferry,  Lou.  March  11,  1836. 

'Dear  Sir  :  The  undersigned  being  personally  known  to  you,  takes  this  hurried 
opportunity,  while  upon  our  way  to  Texas,  to  write  you,  that  you,  at  the  head  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  may  have  such  information  therein,  as  we  have  come  this 
moment  in  possession  of:  it  is  this  : 

'A  Mr.  Wm.  Palmer,  a  gentleman  who  we  learn  to  be  of  truth,  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Jesup,  informed  us  that  a  blank  commission  came  on  a  few  days  since  from 
Creueral  Santa  Anna,  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  that  neighbourhood,  autho- 
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The  absurdity  of  that  pretence  is  too  obvious  to  require  a  formal 
refutation.  The  admission  tliat  any  action  was  culled  for,  proves 
that  more  was  necessary  than  that  letter,  inasnuich  as  the  rigid 
injunction  o(  secrecy  and  llie  limited  sphere  defined,  rendered 
it  perfectly  null  and  of  no  efFuct,  as  subsequent  developments 
have  shown.  But  if  the  president  could  yield  himself  up  to 
the  gross  inconsistency  after  giving  ear  to  my  verbal  statement 
in  the  first  instance,  and  upon  reflection  attaching  the  suificiently 
further  im})ortance  to  it,  to  re(|uire  of  mo  to  state  it  in  writing, 
and  then  drop  the  subject  witliout  instituting  official  inquiry,  or 
taking  other  measures  than  to  write  the  above  letter,  which  was 
equivalent  to  nothing,  it  argues  very  little  either  for  his  good 
sense  or  rectitude  of  purpose — else,  the  attempt  to  excuse  himself 
in  such  a  dilemma,  by  alleging  with  his  former  organ,  the  Globe 
newspaper,  that  he  had  acquitted  himself  of  his  duty,  declaring 
the  same  sincerclij  and  without  mental  reservation,  then  I  could 
only  say  such  imbecility  surpasscth  my  co^nprehension.  But 
this  he  could  not  allege,  or  alleging  it,  could  not  do  so  sincerely. 
For,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  and  of  its  truth  I  entertain  no 
doubt,  volumes  of  testimony  corroborating  nu'ne  of  similar  and 
subsequent  dates,  may  now  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  War 
Departm^ent;  more,  however,  in  the  nature  of  asking  the  co-ope- 
ration or  connivance  of  the  government,  than  tlie  salutary  exer- 
cise of  its  corrective  authority.     Moreover,  it  will  be  sufiicient  lo 

rizing  liim  to  proceed  to  the  Indians  up  Red  river,  and  stir  them  up  to  attack  the 
upper  settlements  of  Texas ;  that  soon  after  that  a  Spaniard  arrived  at  the  house  of 
this  individual  from  the  interior;  and  they  went  off,  it  is  supposed,  to  effect  General 
Santa  Anna's  views. 

'Such  as  it  may  become  your  duty  to  act  in  this  matter  is  best  known  to  yourself. 

'Permit  us  lo  subscribe  ourselves,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble 
servants,  Tho.  Jef.  Green. 

'To  the  PREsrDEMT  of  the  United  States. 

[Copij  of  endorsement  by  the  President  on  the  foregoing  letter.'] 

'Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  cause  orders  to  be  forthwith  given  to 
the  commanding-  officer  at  Fort  Jesup,  to  arrest  all  individuals  who,  under  the  orders 
of  General  Santa  Anna,  are  engaged  in  exciting  the  Indians  to  war,  and  to  notify  all 
concerned,  that  all  his  military  force  will  be  employed  to  put  it  down  or  snp|)ort 
our  neutrality.  A.  J. 

'Adjutant  General's  Office,  Washington,  Jpril  11,  1S36. 

'Sir: — I  enclose  herewith,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  tlie  president,  by  Thomas  J.  Green,  Esq.  dated  Crow's  Ferry,  Louisiana, 
March  11,  communicating  certain  intelligence  touching  the  alleged  interference  of 
the  Mexican  government  with  the  Indians  of  Red  river,  to  which  your  attention  is 
specially  directed.  The  president  desires  that  you  take  all  lawful  measures  to  arrest 
any  person  who,  under  the  orders  of  the  Mexican  authority,  may  be  engaged  in 
exciting  tlie  Indians  to  war;  and  that  every  proper  efi'ort  be  used  to  discover  and 
detect  such  unjustifiable  project,  if  any  be  attempted,  and  that,  in  maintaining  our 
neutrality  on  the  south-western  frontier  of  Louisiana,  in  the  quarter  you  have  already 
been  assigned  to  duty,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  heretofore 
communicated  to  you.  that  you  employ,  if  necessary,  the  force  which  has  been  placed 
at  your  command.  The  letter  from  Mr.  Green  to  the  president,  was  forwarded  by 
Col.  Many,  under  cover  to  the  adjutant-general.  I  am,  sir,  with  ereat  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  R.  Jones,  ^dft  Gen'l. 

'Major  Gen'l  Gaines,  or  Com.  Officer  of  the  troops 

on  the  xvesiern  frontier  of  Louisiana,  Fort  Jesup. 
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satisfy  every  intelligent  and  candid  man,  who  reflects  for  a 
moment  on  the  familiarity  of  General  Jackson,  with  all  thai  had 
transpired  years  before  in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  that  the  slight- 
est intimation,  much  less  detailed  and  circumstantial  proof, 
should  have  pnt  him  immediately  upon  a  coarse  of  efficient 
investigation  through  the  whole  west:  and  if  nothing  satisfactory 
should  be  detected  at  the  first  effort,  to  resume  it  upon  the  next 
symptoms  of  those  movements  being  in  operation.  Did  he  do 
this,  or  any  thing  like  it  ?  Did  he  not  on  the  contrary,  entertain 
General  Houston,  on  his  second  tour,  two  years  after,  while  he 
sojourned  at  Washington,  maturing  his  schemes  and  fomenting 
an  affray  with  a  member  of  Congress  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate, having  a  bearing  upon  these  operations,  while  he,  Houston, 
was  still  pretending  to  be  an  'Indian  alien?'  Did  the  president 
take  any  steps  to  make  inquiry  into  this  matter,  while  Houston 
was  present,  and  could  have  answered  to  the  testimony  that  had 
been  rendered?  No,  but  he  prompted  Houston  in  all  his  disor- 
derly conduct,  and  with  his  customary  readiness  to  abuse  his 
executive  privileges  or  powers  granted  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  for  salutary  purposes — demonstrating  here,  for  the  thou- 
sandth time  his  personal  and  partisan  feelings,  he  immediately 
rfimitted  tl.^  -(ines  and  penalties*  adjudged  by  the  District  Court 

*  He  immediately  remitted  the  fines  and  penalties. — Shortly  after  my 
communication  of  the  conspiracy  of  General  Houston,  to  the  president,  say  in  less 
.than  twelve  months,  Houston  took  measures  to  relinquish  his  domicil  among  the 
Indians  on  the  Red  river,  or  that  neighbourhood,  and  made  a  recoonizance  in  Texas 
in  1831,  preparatory  to  locating  himself  in  that  IProvince  with  manifest  hostile  intent, 
previously  to  his  second  visit  here  in  the  winter  of  '31-'32,  during  which  he  made 
his  deadly  assault  upon  a  member  of  Congress.  Was  he  then  an  'Indian  alien,'  a 
Texian,  or  a  re-dintegrated  American  citizen  ?  Did  his  arraignment  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  his  assault  upon  MP'.  Stansbury.  his  exercise  of  the 
privilege  of  pleading  in  his  own  defence,  or  the  glorifying  sentiments  expressed  in 
his  speech  about  the  indignity  offered  to  Americans  by  a'violation  of  their  rights  in  his 
person,  disturb  the  quesfion'of  domicil?  or  did  the  proceedings  of  the  District  Court 
in  the  case,  and  the  remission  of  the  fine  by  the  President  disturb  the  question  of  his 
expatriation  ?  In  his  speech  he  certainly  claimed  to  be  an  ^American  citizen,'  though 
he  had  emigrated  among  the  Indians,  probably  with  this  motive,  among  others,  to 
shake  off  and  evade  the  liability  to  punishment  by  the  United  States,  for  the  conspi- 
racy against  the  peace  and  integrity  of  the  dominions  of  a  friendly  power.  However 
these  points  of  international  law  may  stand,  it  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  upon 
inquiry  at  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  District  Court,  I  find  that  the  President's  pardon 
in  the  case  of  assault,  was  dated  about  two  years  after  the  judgment,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  subjoined  copy  of  that  document.  This,  however,  does  not  impugn  the  above 
statement  that  it  was  done  immediately :  for,  it  was  universally  understood  that  the 
pardon  would  screen  Houston  from  punishment:  and  as  an  evidence  that  it  was  so 
understood  by  the  Marshal  of  the  District  and  the  individual  who  undertook  to  bail 
him,  that  individual,  a  JMr.  Baker,  was  only  a  nominal  bail ;  for  he  was  an  insolvent 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  who  would  neither  have  consented  to 
become  bail,  or  have  been  accepted  as  bail  by  the  Marshal,  had  it  not  been  under- 
stood that  it  was  merely  nominal;  and  to  this  effect  did  Mr.  Baker  express  himself 
when  jeered  for  assuming  the  risk  of  so  large  a  bail  bond  to  permit  Houston  to  return 
to  the  Mexican  frontier.  But  this  is  not  all;  on  General  Houston's  return  here  for 
the  third  time  in  lS3S-'34,  when  the  pardon  was  recorded  in  due  form,  he  told  a 
particular  friend  that  his  bail  had  been  very  importunate  in  urging  him  to  exonerate 
his  bail  bond  by  payment,  which  he  accordingly  had  paid — perhaps  he  meant  only 
constructively  paid  itj  to  use  the  language  of  diplomacy,  in  which  he  had  become  a 
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against  Houston,  for  his  assault  upon  Mr.  Stansbury,  to  the 
imminent  danger  of  his  life  in  the  dead  of  the  night.  But  what 
appears  to  nielo  be  still  more  atrocious,  is,  that  he  continually 
denied,  through  the  secretary  of  slate,  that  the  Executive  had  any 
knowledge,  or  could  detect  any  violation  of  our  neutral  relations 
with  Mexico,  though  numerous  such  instances  had  already  been 
well  known  to  the  public,  through  the  space  of  four  or  five 
years,  and  were  the  continual  subjects  of  remonstrance  by  the 
Mexican  minister. 

I  will  here  append  copious  extracts  from  the  correspondence 
between  the  Mexican  legation  and  the  Department  of  State,  with 
this  single  remark,  that  all  such  complaints  as  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  our  Executive,  however  clearly  substantiated,  were 
evasingly  responded  to,  in  general,  and  when  hard  pressed,  our 
secretary  and  his  district  attorneys  understanding  their  cue,  had 
the  effrontery  to  characterize  those  warlike  preparations  as 
^merely  emigrating  parties.''  It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  For- 
syth's continual  reiterations  of  his  veneration  for  the  sacred 
rights  and  obligations  of  neutrality,  rendered  his  profanement  of 
them  the  more  notable  and  reprehensible,  by  his  insidious  con- 
nivance at  their  infractions,  viz  ; 

I.-CORRESrONDENCE  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 
No.  1.— Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Forsyth.  {Extract.)  Mexico,  March,  31,  18.35. 
Sir: — I  have  great  pleasure  in  beins;  able  to  tell  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
president,  that  the  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  limits  will  be  completed  within  a  few 
days,  and  I  shall  bring  it  with  me  on  my  return  to  the  United  States.  The  Mexican 
Congress  is  now  in  session,  and  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  Mexico  will  be 
obtained  at  once,  and  the  treaty  be  delivered  to  you  in  conformity  with  instructions 
sent  me  in  January,  1834.  The  mere  renewal  of  the  treaty  is  in  itself  a  matter  of 
importance  to  us,  because  I  am  convinced  that  we  shall  gain  by  it  jurisdiction  over  a 
very  valuable  tract  of  countrif,  now  either  in  an  unsettled  state  or  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Mexican  government.  *  *  *  A  few  weeks  since  there  was  no  prospect  of  my 
being  able  to  conclude  this  affair  previous  to  my  departure  from  Mexico,  tor  reasons 

'practised  man.^  The  'good  and  sufficient  reasons'  moving  General  Jackson  to  this 
pardon  were  not  so  particularly  stated,  as  in  another  case,  where  he  unnecessarily 
and  wantonly  specified  'because  he  is  insolvent  and  unable  to  pay  !' 
'I,  Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  Marshal  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  greeting: 
'Whereas,  at  a  session  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  held  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Washington  and  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  year  1832,  a  certain  Samuel 
Houston  was  convicted  of  an  assault  and  battery,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  five 
hundred  dollars  and  costs  of  prosecution  : 

'Now  be  it  known,  that  I,  Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  divers  good  and  sufficient  reasons  me  there- 
unto moving,  have  remitted,  and  do  hereby  remit  unto  him,  the  said  Samuel  Houston, 
the  fine  aforesaid,  and  order  that  he  be  discharged  from  imprisonment. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto"  subscribed  my  name,  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these'presents.     Done  at  the 
[seal.]     City  of  Washington,  this  third  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1834  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the'United  States  the'SSth. 
By  the  President,  ANDREW  JACKSON.' 

John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 

True  Copy,  Test,  W.  Brent,  Cleric' 


130  EIGHT    YEARS    IN    WASHINGTON.  [Part  I. 

which  were  communicated  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  mv  last  private 
letter.  *  *  * 


No.  2.— Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Forsyth.     Washington  City,  June  9,  1835. 

Sir  : — In  pursuance  of  a  leave  of  absence  granted  me  several  months  since,  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honour  of  reporting  myself  to  you  as 
just  arrived  in  this  city. 

In  despatch  by  which  my  leave  of  absence  was  communicated,  I  was  directed, 
previous  to  my  departure  from  Mexico,  to  conclude  with  that  government  a  treaty, 
stipulating  the  revival  of  the  third  article  of  a  treaty  previously  negociated  between 
the  two  governments  for  adjusting  limits  and  boundary,  and  which  had  been  suffered 
to  expire. 

My  instructions  have  been  complied  with,  the  duty  is  performed,  and  I  have  now 
the  honour  of  presenting  herewith  the  treaty,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  *  *  * 

No.   3.— Mr.  Castillo   to  Mr.   Dickins.      Philadelphia,   October  14,  1835. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  has  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Dickins,  dated  the  12th  instant,  with 
the  copy  enclosed,  and  the  official  letter  from  the  Political  Chief  of  the  Department 
of  Nacogdoches ;  for  the  transmission  of  which  documents  he  expresses  the  most 
sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Dickins. 

The  said  Political  Chief,  in  his  letter  communicates,  that  the  tribe  of  Creeks  from 
Alabama,  is  now  emigrating  and  establishing  itself  in  lands  belonging  to  Mexico, 
without  any  license  or  authority  to  that  effect ;  he  therefore  requests  me  to  state  the 
fact  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  order  that  measures  may 
be  taken  to  restrain  that  tribe  within  its  proper  limits.  As  the  representation  made 
by  the  Political  Chief  of  the  Department  of  Nacogdoches,  is  founded  on  the  thirty- 
third  article  of  the  existing  treaty  of  friendship  between  the  two  Republics,  the 
undersigned  hopes  that  Mr.  Dickins  will  submit  the  import  of  this  note  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  his  excellency  will  cause  the  requisite  executive 
measures  to  be  taken,  if  the  fact  should  be  as  stated  by  the  Political  Chief,  in  order 
to  repress  any  incursions  into  the  Mexican  territory  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  who 
inliabit  that  of  the  United  States. 


No.  4. — Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo.  Washington,  October  22,  1S35. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
Mexican  States,  dated  the  14th  instant,  relative  to  alleged  encroachments  of  Creek 
Indians  from  the  United  States  upon  the  Mexican  territories.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Cas- 
tillo's note  having  been  referred  to  the  secretery  of  war,  who  is  charged  with  the 
superintendence  of  Indian  affairs,  that  officer  has  stated  tfiat  no  information  has  been 
received  by  the  war  department,  showing  that  the  Creek  Indians  from  Alabama,  are 
removing  into  the  Mexican  possessions ;  that  there  has  not  been,  during  this  season, 
any  emigration  of  Creek  Indians  from  Alabama,  and  that  the  war  department  has, 

*  At  the  date  of  the  above  instructions,  January,  1S34.— General  Houston  was  on  his 
t'lird  visit  at  Wasliincton,  since  General  Jackson's  inauguration.  What  efl'ect  his  presence 
had  on  the  counsels  of  ilie  President  in  bringing  forth  those  instructions  I  will  not  conjec- 
ture. But  whoever  will  ppruse  the  following  correspondence  between  the  Mexican  lega- 
tion and  the  Secretary  of  State,  will  make  his  own  inferences,  seeing  that  tlie  proposition, 
now  revived  after  so  long  an  interval,  to  renew  the  treaty  of  linuts  with  Mexico,  at  a 
lime  when  the  province  of  Texas,  on  whose  borders  the  limits  lay,  u-as  in  a  state  of 
revolt;  chiefly  under  the  instigation  of  General  Houston  who  headed  the  revolt,  and  was 
President  of  the  convention  that  proclaimed  their  independence,  he  having  changed  hia 
domicil  from  among  the  Indian  tribes  to  take  his  domicil  in  Tex.is,  witli  the  hostile  intent 
of  severing  that  province  from  Mexico,  only  in  this  slisrht  degree  varying  the  original  plan 
of  his  conspiracy.  Mr.  Forsyth's  memorandum  for  Mr.  Gorostiza,  No.  14,  of  the  above 
correspondences  shows  thar  the  military  protection  of  the  commissioners  called  for  by 
the  treaty  to  run  the  line,  affording  a  pretext  for  an  armament  on  the  Texian  frontier, 
was  in  all  probability  a  principal  incentive  to  th.e  President's  urging  the  revival  of  that 
treaty  now.  The  promptness  too,  with  which  orders  were  given  to  General  Gaines  to 
occupy  a  position  within  the  Texian  or  Mexican  territory  to  suppress  fictitious  alarms  of 
Indian  disturbances,  invented  for  the  purpose,  when  nothing  could  move  the  President  to 
take  efficient  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  the  hostile  movements  of  our  own  citizens  against 
Mexico  is  notable  !  The  most  consummate  artifice  of  double  dealing  and  trickish  diplomacy 
in  agitating  anew  at  this  time  the  treaty  of  limits,  with  a  view  to  raise  a  dispute  about  the 
true  boundary,  is  manifested  even  by  the  uncalled  for  speculation  expressed  in  Mr. 
Butler's  note,  as  marked  with  italics. 
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on  all  proper  occasions,  by  direction  of  the  president,  discountenanced  the  project  of 
those  Indians  for  removing  into  the  province  of  Texas. 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  Political  Chief  of  Nacogdoches  has  been  mis- 
informed. Hut  should  it  be  otherwise,  it  may  he  doubtful  whether,  under  the  thirty- 
third  article  of  the  treaty,  the  intervention  of  the  United  States  could  be  claimed  or 
atibrded,  vnlcss  the  Indians  manifested  some  hostile  intent.  If  Indians  going  from  the 
United  States,  or  elsewhere,  should  migrate  to  the  Mexican  territories  with  peacea- 
ble intiMilioiis,  it  will  be  for  the  Mexican  government  alone  to  decide  upon  their 
admission  or  exclusion. 

Thongli  the  general  terms  used  in  the  representation  of  the  political  chief  of  Na- 
cogdoches, woultl  justify  the  president  in  expecting  a  more  explicit  statement,  show- 
ing at  what  times  and  places,  and  under  what  circumstances,  the  Indians  are  alleged 
to  have  entered  the  Mexican  territories,  he  lias  preferred  directing  this  explanation 
to  be  made,  without  delay,  in  order  tiiat  there  may  be  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  his 
views  on  the  subject. 


JVo.  5.— Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth.     Philadelphia,  October  29,  183.3. 

The  undersigned  Charge  d'Affaircs  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  has  been  in- 
formed that  'at  New  York  several  vessels  were  in  preparation,  which  were  to  join 
others  at  the  Balize  of  New  Orleans,  not  less  than  twelve  in  number,  and  to  sail 
together  for  the  coast  of  Texas.  The  object  of  the  expedition,'  continues  the 
notice,  'is  to  introduce  into  that  colony  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  for  the  assis- 
tance of  the  colonists  in  their  insurrection  (pronunciamento)  against  the  supreme 
government  of  the  Republic.  Of  these  vessels,  some,  it  appears,  are  armed  lor  the 
defence  of  the  expedition  against  the  national  cruisers  now  upon  those  coasts,  and, 
if  possible,  for  the  destruction  of  those  cruisers.  I  have  been  assured,'  concludes 
the  writer,  'that  two  or  three  vessels  have  lately  sailed  from  New  York  with  arms 
and  amunition  for  Texas.' 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  submit  this  information,  which  he  has  receiv- 
ed through  various  channels,  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  that  he  may  communicate  it  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  from 
whose  indexible  rectitude  he  hopes,  tiiat  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  harmony  subsist- 
ing between  the  two  nations,  he  will  order  such  measures  as  the  case  may  require 
for  putting  an  end  to  these  jiroceedings,  and  absolutely  preventing  others  of  the  same 
class  from  being  carried  into  execution,  or  projected.  Such  an  order  is  most  neces- 
sary in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  under  the  present  circumstances,  as  the  con- 
tempt of  obligations  arising  from  the  treaty  of  friendship  between  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  and  those  of  America,  has  reached  such  a  point,  that  according  to  an 
official  notice  received  from  the  Mexican  Consul  at  New  Orleans,  it  is  certain  that 
between  the  lOth  and  llth  of  this  month,  the  American  armed  schooner  San  Felipe, 
sailed  from-  that  port  for  Brazoria,  vAlh  the  same  captain,  N.  E.  Hurd,  and  'having 
her  detences  much  strengthened,  under  the  protection  of  which  she  goes  laden  with 
warlike  stores  and  ammunition,'  and  without  a  single  paper  which  she  should  cany, 
from  the  Mexican  Consul.  The  undersigned  sincerely  believes  that  this  conduct 
will  be  viewed  with  disapprobation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


No.  6. — Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo.        Washington,  November  10,  1835. 

The  undersigned  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Castillo,  Charge  d'Atfaires  of  the  United 
Mexican  States,  dated  tlie  29th  of  October,  and  to  acquaint  him,  that  in  conformity 
with  the  President's  views  relating  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs  in  Texas,  which 
the  undersigned  had  the  honour  to  impart  at  large  to  Mr.  Castillo,  in  an  interview 
at  this  office,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  at  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  district  attorney  at  New  Orleans,  has  been  instructed  to  prose- 
cute any  persons  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  district,  who  have  attempted  or  who 
may  attempt  to  compromit  the  neutrality  of  this  government,  by  proceedings  in  vio- 
lation of  those  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  enacted  for  the"  purpose 
of  preserving  peace,  and  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  treaties  with  foreign  powers. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Benjamin  F.  Linton,  Esq.  United  States  Attorney,  St.  Martins- 

ville,  Louisiana.     Same  to  District  Attorneys  at  Boston,  New   York,  Philadelphia, 

Baltimore  and  Mobile.  Washington,  November  4,  1835. 

Sir  : — It  has  become  necessary  for  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  probable 
event  of  a  contest  between  the  different  portions  of  the  Mexican  empire,  in  the  vici- 
nity ©f  the  United  States.     Some  of  our  citizens  may,  from  their  connection  with 
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the  settlers  there,  and  from  their  enterprise  and  love  of  change,  be  induced  to  forget 
their  duty  to  their  own  government,  and  its  obligations  to  foreign  powders  ;  but  it  is 
the  fixed  determination  of  the  Executive,  faithfully  to  discharge,  so  far  as  its  power 
extends,  all  the  obligations  of  the  government,  and  more  especially  that  which  re- 
quires that  we  shall  abstain,  under  every  temptation,  from  intermeddling  with  the 
domestic  disputes  of  other  nations. 

You  are,  therefore,  earnestly  enjoined,  should  the  contest  begin,  to  be  attentive  to 
all  movements  of  a  hostile  character,  which  may  be  contemplated  or  attempted  with- 
in your  district,  and  to  prosecute,  without  discrimination,  all  violations  of  those  laws 
of  the  United  States  which  have  been  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  peace, 
and  of  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  treaties  with  foreign  powers. 


No.  7. — Mr.  Castillo  io  Mr.  Forsyth.     Philadelphia,  December  11,  1835. 

Most  esteemed  Sir  : — In  the  late  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  paragraph  relative  to  my  country,  concludes  thus  :  'It  has  been  ihoiiglit  neceasary 
to  apprise  the  government  of  Mexico,  that  we  should  require  the  integrity  of  our  terri- 
tory to  be  scrupulously  respected  by  both  parties.'  Now,  I  recollect  well  what  was 
said  on  this  subject  in  our  conference  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  month,  and  I 
admit,  that  the  desire  of  this  government  is  most  just;  it  cannot  be  other  than  the 
desire  of  the  Mexican  government.  The  only  point  on  which  I  should  be  happy  if 
you  would  inform  me,  in  order  that  all  proceedings  in  this  affair  should  be  conducted 
with  clearness  and  perfect  understanding  on  both  sides,  is  this :  In  making  use  of  the 
expression  quoted  above,  does  the  Executive  of  these  United  States  perchance 
intend  to  convey  the  idea,  that  he  recognizes  limits  which  are  not  those  expressly 
determined  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries  ? 

I  think,  sir,  you  will  see,  that  I  am  induced  to  put  this  question  by  the  interest 
which  I  take  in  preventing  any  equivocal  or  false  interpretation  v-hich  might  lead  to 
a  distuibance  of  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two  governments. 


No.  8. — Mr.  Forsyth  io  Mr.  Castillo.     Washington,  December  16,  1835. 

Sir: — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  remarks  made  by  the  President  in  a  message  to  Congress,  are  not  deemed 
a  proper  subject  upon  which  to  enter  into  explanation  with  the  representative  of  a 
foreign  government.  I  take  occasion  to  add,  however,  that  if  there  be  any  matter 
connected  with  the  relations  between  our  two  countries,  on  which  it  may  be  inte- 
resting to  you  to  receive  further  information  than  that  conveyed  in  our  conversa- 
tion to  which  you  refer,  I  shall  be  happy  to  atlbrd  it  whenever  your  convenience 
permits  you  to  visit  me  at  this  Department. 


No.   9. — Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.   Castillo.     Washington,  January  14,*    1836. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honour  to  inform 
Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  in  answer  to  his  note  of  the 
1.3th  instant,  that  this  department  will  avail  itself  of  the  occasion  of  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Ellis  for  Mexico,  which  will  take  place  immediately,  to  answer  through  him  the 
communication  of  the  acting  minister  of  foreign  atl'airs  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 
dated  the  19th  of  November  last,  and  referred  to  in  Mr.  Castillo's  note. 


No.  10. — Mr.   Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo.     Washington,  February  13,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  has  had  the  honour  (o 
receive  the  note  of  Mr.  J.  M.  de  Castillo  y  Lansas,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Mexican 
Republic,  dated  the  4th  instant.  The  acting  minister  of  foreiijn  affairs  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  having  by  his  communication  of  the  19th  of  November  last,  thought 
proper  to  address  himself  directly  to  the  undersigned  concerning  the  differences 
with  Texas,  the  undersigned  deems  it  unnecessary,  at  present,  to  continue  a  corres- 

*  January  14. — If  the  reader  will  turn  forward  to  documents  emanating  from  the  War 
Department,  (Nos.  22,  23,  24,)  he  will  be  amazed  as  well  as  mortified  to  see  the  warlike 
orders  that  were  issued  to  General  Gaines  and  others  at  this  very  time,  m  direct  contra- 
vention of  llie  amicable  or  neutral  relations  professed  towards  Mexico,  concocted  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  executive  in  pursuance  of  the  insidious  hostiUty  and  trickish  diplomacy  towards 
that  government.  If  further  evidence  could  be  necessary  to  render  the  secret  hostile 
intent  more  glaring,  it  would  be  snificient  to  know  that  these  and  similar  measures  were 
uniformly  taken  without  apprising  the  Mexican  Minister,  resident  here,  of  the  proceedings, 
or  the  necessity  of  them,  which  would  surely  have  been  done  in  order  to  obtain  his  peace- 
ful co-operation,  had  that  been  the  true  spirit  of  action. 
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pondence  with  Mr.  Castillo  on  those  subjects.  In  pursuance  of  the  intention 
expressed  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Castillo,  of  the  14h  ult.  the  undersigned  has  made  Mr. 
Ellis,  who  will  soon  be  in  Mexico,  the  bearer  of  the  answer  of  this  department  to 
the  communication  of  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  All'airs.  Mr.  Ellis  has,  also, 
been  instructed  to  acquaint  the  Mexican  government,  that  he  is  ready  to  pursue  the 
further  discussion  of  the  business  at  the  Mexican  capital,  if  it  should  be  thought 
necessary.  The  undersigned  will,  however,  be  happy  to  renew  the  discussion  with 
Mr.  Castillo,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mexican  government,  there  should  be  any  suf- 
ficient reason  for  such  a  course,  and  if  Mr.  Castillo  should  be  specially  instructed  to 
that  effect. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  for  Foreign  Jffairs  of  the  Mexican 

Republic,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  dated  Falace  of  the  National 

Government,  Mexico,  November  19,  1835. 

The  undersigned,  chief  officer,  charged  with  the  direction  of  the  department  of 
relations  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  has  received  orders  from  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent, to  address  the  government  of  the  United  States,  through  its  secretary  of  state, 
on  two  subjects  of  the  utmost  importance  to  both  nations ;  as,  should  they  not  be 
presented  in  a  clear  liglit,  and  treated  with  that  good  faith  which  characterizes  the 
intercourse  between  those  nations,  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  reciprocal  confidence 
which  have  hitherto  united  them,  may,  in  a  certain  contingency,  be  considered  as 
broken,  in  defiance  of  justice,  reason,  and  mutual  interests.  The  undersigned,  while 
addressing  this  communication  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  in  per- 
formance of  his  duty,  has  the  satisfaction  to  be  able  at  once  to  state  with  confidence, 
that  his  government  conceives  itself  to  be  too  well  acquainted  with  the  equitable 
principles  which  have  ever  directed  the  cabinet  of  Washington,  and  remembers  too, 
distinctly  the  proofs  of  affection  and  sympathy  at  all  times  displayed  by  that  cabinet 
in  favour  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  to  have  the  slightest  doubt  that 
its  complaints  will  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  they  ai-e  found  to  be  established  on  just 
grounds  ;  and  that  they  will  be  treated  with  the  consideration  shown  towards  tliose 
of  the  most  friendly  governments. 

The  first  subject  to  which  the  undersigned  thinks  proper  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  is  the  notorious  co-operation  of  a  great 
number  of  "the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  in  aiding  and  advancing  the  cause  of  the 
insurgent  colonists  of  Texas.  These  Mexicans,  for  they  neither  are,  nor  can  be 
viewed  otherwise  than  as  Mexicans,  having  voluntarily  ceased  to  be  what  they  pre- 
viously were,  would  never  have  ventured  in  so  open  and  shameless  a  manner,  to 
abandon  their  duty  to  their  adoptive  country,  had  they  not  expected  to  receive  ready  and 
effective  support  from  American  speculators  established  near  their  frontiers,  with  views 
purely  interested. 

Unfortunately  for  themselves,  the  colonists  of  Texas  were  not  mistaken  in  their 
calculations,  and  before  7-aising  the  standard  of  rebellion  they  had  received  from  their 
friends  in  New  Orleans  the  combustibles  required  for  kindling  and  spreading  the  confla- 
gration ;  this  conflagration  must  certainly  destroy  their  infant  establishments,  unless 
they  quickly  open  their  eyes  to  the  impending  danger,  and  again  submit  to  the 
authority  of  the  government  which  they  have  outraged ;  and  which,  although  it 
neither  desires  nor  intends  to  take  vengeance,  is  nevertheless  firmly  resolved  to 
enforce  respect  to  itself  in  every  part  of  our  immense  territory.  The  colonists  of 
Texas  have  since  obtained,  and  continued  to  obtain,  daily  from  New  Orleans,  suc- 
cours of  every  kind,  in  provisions,  arms,  ammunition,  money,  and  even  in  soldiers,  who 
are  openly  enlisted  in  that  city,  who  sail  from  it  armed  for  ivar  against  a  friendly 
nation ;  and  by  their  mere  presence  render  more  difficult  the  pacific  solution  of  a 
question  purely  domestic.  Societies  have  moreover  been  formed  in  New  Orlean.s, 
which  publicly  direct  or  interfere  with  affairs  foreign  to  their  country,  either  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  press,  or  by  meetings  called  ostensibly  lor  the  determined 
object  of  rendering  general  throughout  the  United  States,  the  views  of  a  few  indivi- 
duals with  regard  to  Texas.  In  other  words,  attempts  are  made  to  give  a  colour  of 
nationality,  to  that  which  is  a  mere  speculation  on  the  part  of  some  adventurers  of 
various  sorts. 

The  undersigned  is  well  aware  that  many  of  these  acts  might  have  been,  and  still 
may  be,  effected  at  New  Orleans,  under  cover  of  the  very  liberality  of  the  American 
institutions,  and  the  authorities  of  the  union  may  have  'been  unable  legally  to  pre- 
vent them,  especially  such  as  involve  questions  connected  with  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  individual  liberty,  or  the  privileges  allowed  to  American  commerce.  For 
this  reason,  the  government  of  the  undersigned  neither  should  nor  does  solicit  any 
thing  in  this  case  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  except  that  it  should 

IS 
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employ  every  measure  permitted  by  its  own  laws,  for  preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
injury  which  a  friendly  nation,  connected  vrith  the  United  States  by  bonds  of  every  kind, 
may  sustain  from  the  interference  even  of  private  individuals,  in  a  question  entirely 
domestic.  *  *  *  * 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  to  his  Excellenaj,the  acting  minister 

of  Foreign  Jffairs  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  dated  Department  of  State,  Washington, 

29th  January,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  had  the  honour  to 
receive  the  note  of  the  19th  November,  1835,  addressed  to  him  by  the  acting  minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  avails  himself  of  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Ellis,  recently  appointed  Charge  d'Affaires  for  Mexico,  to  transmit  the  answe? 
to  which  the  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to- 
give. 

Both  the  subjects  of  that  letter  had  been  already  acted  upon  -when  the  note  of  the 
acting  minister  of  Foreign  Atiairs  of  the  Mexican  Republic  was  received,  and  the 
President  instructs  the  undersigned  to  express  his  conviction  that  the  course  which 
has  been  adopted,  while  it  has  been  dictated  by  a  just  regard  to  tlie  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  his  obligations  under  their  laws,  is  entirely  consistent  with  that 
sympathy  for  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  that  anxiety  for  its  prosperity,  which  the 
United  States  has  ever  professed  and  felt,  and  by  which  their  intercourse  with  it 
has  been  uniformly  regulated.  As  to  the  first  subject  of  complaint,  the  principles 
which  have  governed  the  United  States  in  the  contest  between  Spain  and  the  Span- 
ish American  States,  and  in  the  numerous  internal  contests  in  Spanish  America,  are 
too  well  known  to  require  explanation.  So  soon  as  it  was  apparent  that  the  dispute 
between  Texas  and  the  dominant  party  in  the  other  Mexican  States  would  be  carried 
to  extremities,  and  indications  were  observed  of  a  desire  in  some  of  the  citizens  of  the  U. 
States  to  take  part  in  the  struggle,  all  the  measures  in  his  power  were  adopted  by  the 
President  to  prevent  any  interference  that  could  by  possibility  involve  the  United  States 
in  the  dispute,  or  give  just  occasion  for  suspicions  of  an  unfriendly  design  on  the 
part  of  this  government  to  intermeddle  in  a  domestic  quarrel  of  a  neighbouring  state. 
Notice  was  given  to  the  Mexican  Charge  d'Affaires,  of  the  measures  adopted,  and 
the  principles  and  course  of  the  United  States  distinctly  and  fully,  and  the  under- 
signed trusts  satisfactorily,  explained  to  him.  This  has  certainly  been  duly  com- 
municated to  his  government,  and  has,  with  equal  certainty,  satisfied  the  acting 
minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  that  it  is  the  determination  of 
the  executive  of  the  United  States,  to  employ  every  measure  permitted  by  our  own  laws, 
for  preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  injury  a  friendly  nation  might  sustain  from 
interference  in  a  question  entirely  domestic.  For  the  conduct  of  individuals,  which 
the  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  conti'ol,  it  is  not  in  any  respect  respon- 
sible ;  and  the  Mexican  government  w^ell  understands  how  far  the  funds,  and  the 
exertions  and  the  combined  efforts  of  individuals  may  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  aid  of 
parties  in  a  foreign  contest,  without,  in  the  slightest  degree,  implicating  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country.  The  acting  minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Mexican  Re- 
public, must  be  aware  that  all  this  preceded  any  official  communication  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  contest  going  on,  or  of  the  precautions  and  regulation  adopted  by  either 
party  to  it,  in  the  assertion  of  their  respective  pretensions,  and  that,  as  yet,  the 
United  States  have  not  been  distinctly  informed  of  tliose  adopted  by  the  government 
of  Mexico. 


No.  11. — John  Forsyth  to  William  T.  Brown,  United  States  Attorney,  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee.     Washington,  February  24,  1836. 

Sir: — I  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  referred  by  him  to  this  Department,  relative  to  the  enlistment  of  men  at 
Nashville,  for  the  Texas  service,  by  a  certain  Major  Miller.  You  are  requested  to 
satisfy  yourself  by  proper  inquiries,  and  should  you  find  that  either  he,  or  any  other 
person,  has,  in  regard  to  the  transactions  therein  referred  to,  violated  the  laws,  you 
will,  without  loss^of  time,  institute  such  proceedings  as  may  be  necessary  to  bring 
the  offender  to  punishment. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  however,  that  you  will  have  done  what  your  duty  required,* 
without  waiting  for  instructions  from  this  Department. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  W.  H.  Hunt,     dated  Nashville,  February  10,  1836. 

'A  certain  Major  Miller,  of  the  Texas  service,  has  recently  been  in  this  place 
obtaining  recruits,  and  has  enticed  away  young  men,  even  when  in  debt  to  their 
employers,  who  would  otherwise  have  complied  with  their  engagements. 
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In  an  instance  of  that  kind,  I  have  applied  to  the  United  States  Attorney  for  this 
■district,  who  says  he  has  received  no  instructions  from  you  on  the  subject.  I  beg 
that  you  will  immediately  issue  those  instructions,  as  this  course  of  the  Texas 
recruiting  officers  is  highly  injurious  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.'* 


No.  12. — Mr.  Gorostiza  io  Mr.  Forsyth.     Washington,  Jlpril  4,  1836. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic,  has  read  with  pain  in  some  of  the  newspapers  published  in  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  that  Felix  Huston,  Esq.  of  Natchez,  is  actually  engaged  in  the  former 
of  those  states,  in  enlisting,  clothing,  and  arming,  at  his  own  expense,  a  corps  of 
volunteers,  the  number  of  which  is  expected  to  be  no  less  than  five  hundred,  with 
whom  he  proposes  to  znarch  to  Texas,  in  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  month  of 
May,  in  order  to  increase  the  forces  of  the  rebel  colonists.  Such  at  least  is  the 
deduction  to  be  drawn  from  a  letter  oi  his,  published  in  several  of  the  newspapers, 
of  which  the  undersigned  has  tlie  honour  to  send  one  to  the  honourable  John  For- 
syth, secretary  of  state  of  these  United  States,  in  order  that,  having  seen  it,  the 
federal  government  may  take  such  measures  as  in  its  conception  may  appear  suffi- 
cient to  "arrest  the  plan  which  Huston  proposes  to  carry  into  execution,  in  contempt 
of  the  lau^s  of  the  country  itself,  as  well  as  of  the  most  obvious  and  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples of  intcrmitional  law. 

The  undersigned  might  also  denounce  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  oUier  acts  of  the  same  nature 
which  are  now  in  piogress  in  the  said  states  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  in  conse- 
quence DO  doubt  of  tlie  sort  of  crusade  which  has  been  preached  there,  by  persons 
calling  themselves  commissioners  Irom  Texas  ;  among  others  the  project  of  raising  a 
company  at  Nashville,  at  the  expense  of  the  ladies  of  that  city ;  but  as  the  under- 
signetJ  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  some  of  these  acts  have  already 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  American  government,  and  have  merited  its  disapproba- 
tion, he  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  spend  more  time  at  present  in  enumerating 
and  complaining  of  evils  which  may  perhaps'  have  been  already  in  a  great  measure 
remedied,  ihaiilcs  to  the  equity  and  foresight  of  the  Department  of  Slate. 

[Printed  enclosures  in  Mr.  Gorostiza's  note  of  jlpril  4,  1836.] 
'The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Felix  Huston,  Esq.  of  Natchez,  who, 
it  appears,  is  raising  troops  for  the  Texian  service.  Mr.  Huston,  who  has  been  for 
some  years  an  eminent  and  successful  lawyer  of  Mississippi,  was  born  and  educated 
in  this  state,  where  he  was  distinguished  for  his  talents,  his  lofty  sense  of  honour  and 
his  bold  and  chivalrous  daring.  If  any  of  our  friends  are  desirous  of  going  to  Texas, 
to  aid  in  the  struggle  for  independence,  they  cannot  go  under  a  braver  or  more 
accomplished  leader.  We  particularly  invite  the  attention  of  emigrants-to  an  article 
Tinder  the  head  of 'Texas,'  in  our  paper  of  to-day.  It  comes  from  a  soOTce  of  unques- 
tionable authenticity,  and  the  information  contained  in  it  may  be  of  ^rvice.' 

'Natchez,  ilfarcA  4,  1836. 

'Dear  Sir  : — You  will  be  surprised,  probably,  to  hear  that  I  am  going  to  Texas, 
but  such  is  the  case.  I  contemplate  starting  about  the  first  of  May,  and  expect  to 
take  with  me  about  five  hundred  emigrants.  I  am  making  preparation  for  arms, 
ammunition,  uniforms,  &c.  &c.  at  an  expense  of  $40,000,  and  shall  have  a  rendez- 
vous, and  begin  to  send  on  supplies  by  the  first  of  May. 

I  wish  to  get  some  men  from  Kentucky*.  I  should  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  as 
many  as  I  want  here,  but  there  will  be  more  difficulty  in  rejecting  those  I  do  not 
want,  and  who  will  not  suit  me,  than  in  obtaining  offers. 

I  intend  to  arm  and  uniform  the  men  well,  and  provide  supplies  for  twelve  months, 

**It  is  to  be  presumed,  however,  that  yott  will  hate  dome  what  your  duty 
REQUIRED. — It  will  he  perceived  by  the  reader,  that  the  phlegmatic  terms  in  which  all 
such  admonitions  to  the  district  attorneys  were  couched,  contrast  in  the  most  striking 
degree  with  the  fulminalions  sent  forth  against  the  comparatively  trivial  movements  of 
our  deluded  citizens  on  the  Canada  frontier,  for  following  the  example  that  had  been  set 
them  on  this  southern  frontier,  under  the  patronage  of  the  same  men  who  now  dictate 
the  counsels  of  the  nation.  The  finsh-in-thc  pan  character  of  these  admonitions,  the 
attorneys  could  not  fail  to  understand,  if  there  was  not  already  a  previous  understanding 
to  that  effect  ;  for  their  answers  were  always  of  the  same  evasive  lenour.  As  specimens 
of  the  reciprocating  evasiveness  of  the  answer^,  I  refer  the  reader  to  those  made  by  the 
district  attorneys,  L.  Sanders  and  A.  E  Addison,  subjoined  to  No.  13,  sequel. 
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and  I  wish  not  to  risk  my  fortune,  my  life,  and  my  honour,  with  men  on  whom  I 
cannot  rely.  Such  as  pjo  with  me  must  be  willing  cheerfully  to  undergo  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  incidental  to  such  enterprises,  and  preserve  strict  discipline. 

I  wish  to  get  hardy,  active,  and  enterprising  men,  who  have  made  up  their  minds 
and  will  abide  by  their  resolution.  I  am  making  arrangements  to  obtain  advantageous 
terms  ibr  those  who  emigrate  to  Texas  with  me,  and  shall  in  a  few  days,  have  an 
agent  at  the  convention  which  is  now  sitting. 

I  will  communicate  to  the  public  the  terms  on  which  men  can  join  me,  when  my 
agent  returns.  But  this  much  is  now  certain,  they  will  be  favourable.  Those  who 
go  to  Texas  this  year,  will  readily  find  employment  on  good  terms. 

Your  friend,  FELIX  HUSTON. 

(From  the  Kentucky  Gazette.) 

'The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Austin,  dated  Nashville,  and 
which  has  been  politely  handed  us  for  publication  :  'The  greatest  enthusiasm  per- 
vades all  ranks  and  sexes  here  in  favour  of  the  cause  of  Texas.  The  ladies  of  Nash- 
ville have  offered  to  furnish  the  means  of  arming  and  transporting  a  company  of 
volunteers  to  Texas;  it  is  now  raising  and  will  soon  be  ready.  This  generous  and 
disinterested  act  of  patriotism,  is  wortl.y  of  imitation,  and  will  fdl  a  bright  page  in 
the  brilliant  record  of  female  magnanimity  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  of 
philanthropy  and  religion.  Such  is  the  cause  of  Texas.  We  are  contending  for  the 
right  of  self-government,  and  of  worshipping  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  our 
conscience.  "Our  object  is  independence.  I  hope  that  the  great  and  patriotic  state 
of  Kentucky,  will  soon  join  her  sister  states  of  the  south  in  aiding  us ;  a  fine  field  is 
presented  for  the  enterprising.  This  contest  once  over,  (and  it  will  soon  be  over,) 
and  Texas  will  rise  and  prosper  very  rapidly.' 


No.  13.— Mr.  Forsyth  to  M.  Gorostiza.     Washington,  Jpril  9,  1836. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  received  the  note 
which  Mr.  Goro-tiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleninotentiary  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  did  him  the  honour  to  address  him  on  the  4th  instant,  accompanied  by 
extracts  from  newspapers,  showing  that,  in  despite  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  Felix 
Huston,  Esq.  of  Natchez,  contemplated  raising  and  equipping  troops,  and  that  a 
company  was  to  be  raised  at  the  expense  of  the  ladies  of  Nashville,  to  aid  the  Texians. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  also  intimates  that  other  projects,  of  a  like  character,  are  on  foot  in 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and  requests  that  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
arrest  them  may  be  taken  by  this  govenunent. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  is  aware  that  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district 
of  Tennessee  has  already  been  insh'ucted  to  prosecute  any  persons  in  his  district  who 
have  offended,  or  who  may  offend,  in  the  manner  complained  of  He  will  likewise 
be  directed  to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  frustrate  the  schemes  of 
Mr.  Huston  and  the  ladies  of  Nashville  ;  and  the  attorneys  of  the  United  States  for 
Mississippi  and  Kentucky  will  be  enjoined  to  enforce  the  law  against  similar  wrong- 
doers within  the  jurisdiction  of  their  districts. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Lewis  Sanders,  Esq.  United   States  Attorney,  Franlxfort,  Ky. 

The  same  to  United  States  Attorneys  at  Natchez,  Miss,  ami  Nasliville,  Tenn. 

Department  of  State,  April  9,  1836. 

Sir: — It  appears  from  an  article  of  the  western  journals,  containing  what  purports 
to  be  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  Felix  Huston,  Esq.  of  Natchez,  that  he  is  in  the  act  of 
raising  and  equipping  a  volunteer  company  for  military  service  in  Texas. 

You  are  requested  to  satisfy  yourself  by  proper  inquiries,  and  should  you  find  that 
he,  or  any  other  person  has,  in  regard  to  the  transaction  alluded  to,  violated  the  laws 
within  the  Kentucky  district,  you  will  institute  such  proceedings  as  may  be  necessary 
to  bring  the  offender  to  punishment.  You  will,  also,  see  the  laws  enforced  with 
respect  to  any  other  similar  violation  of  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States. 

From  L.  Sanders,  Jr.  U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Kentucky,  to  Asbitry 
DiCKiNS,  Esq.  Acting  Secretary  oftlie  Urdted  Stales,  Waslungton.  Frankfort,  Ken. 
Aug.  5,  1836. 

Sir: — I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  27th  ultimo,  informing  nae 
'that  the  Mexican  minister  had  addressed  a  complaint  to  the  department,  founded 
upon  a  publication  made  in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
copied  from  the  Grand  Gulf  (Mississippi)  Advertiser,  announcing  the  passage  by 
that  place  of  two  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Wilson,  on  their  way 
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to  Texas,  on  board  a  steamboat,  'with  drums  beating  and  fifes  playing,'  and  suggest- 
ing that  they  will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more,  all  from  old  Kentucky  ;''  sug- 
gesting therefrom  grounds  for  the  beliel'  that  the  laws  for  the  preservation  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  United  States  have  been  violated ;  directing  me  to  inquire  into  this 
case,  and  report  to  the  department  the  result ;  and  commanding  vigilance  on  my  part 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  similar  causes  of  complaint. 

In  answer  thereto,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  I  was  personally  acquainted  with 
Col.  Wilson,  and  some  of  his  fellow  emigrants,  and,  in  conversations  with  him  and 
some  of  them,  they  assured  me  that  their  object  in  Texas  was  emigration  only ;  that 
it  was  a  new  country,  unimproved,  lands  cheap,  and  that  greater  inducements  were 
held  out  to  the  emigrant  in  that,  than  any  other  country. 

There  was  no  apparent  movement  by  Col.  Wilson  or  his  associates,  within  my 
knowledge,  exhibiting  them  as  an  armed  force,  or  in  a  position  to  authorize  the  in- 
ference of  their  certain  intent  to  violate  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  any  foreign  power.  Nor  did  I  perceive,  or  did  any  information  come  to  my 
knowledge,  upon  which  I  could  justly  institute  any  legal  proceedings  against  them. 
They  organized  themselves,  and  left  the  country,  as  emigrants ;  and  I  know  of  no 
authority  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  can  prevent  any  man,  or  body 
of  men,  from  emigrating  whither  they  may  choose.  At  this  time  I  have  no  know- 
ledge or  information  of  any  persons  embodying  themselves  for  Texas,  in  any  charac- 
ter whatever. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  much  excitement  has  prevailed  with  our  population  in 
consequence  of  the  massacre  of  some  Kentuckians  in  the  late  conflicts  in  Texas ; 
and  publications  have  been  made  of  a  nature  designed  to  cheer  the  Texians  in  their 
conflict  for  independence.  Beyond  this,  I  know  of  no  movement  of  men  calculated 
to  disturb  our  neutral  relations  with  Mexico. 

Should  any  thing  tangible  present  itself  on  this  subject,  I  will  report  the  facts,  and 
take  all  legal  steps  to  arrest  it. 

From  A.  E.  Addison,  for  R.  M.  Gaines,  U.  S.  Disirid  Attorney,  to  the  Honourable 
John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  States.  Natchez,  Aug.  20,  ]So6. 
Sir: — By  the  last  mail  I  received  a  communication  addressed  by  Asbury  Dickins, 
Esq.  Acting  Secretary,  to  R.  JVI.  Gaines,  Esq.  United  States  District  Attorney,  ibr 
this  district,  informing  him  that  the  Mexican  minister  had  made  a  complaint  to  the 
Department  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  an  armament  equipped  for  Texas,  as  reported 
in  the  Grand  Gulf  Advertiser.  Being  connected  in  the  practice  of  the  law  with  Mr. 
Gaines,  and  requested  by  him  to  attend  to  all  communications  directed  to  him  in  his 
absence,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Gaines,  on  account  of  ill  health 
was  compelled  to  leave  home  about  the  20th  of  June  last,  having  committed  the 
duties  of  his  office  to  my  care  in  his  absence.  In  reply  to  the  communication  of  Mr. 
Dickins,  I  have  to  state,  that  no  information  of  such  an  armament,  as  described,  has 
been  received  by  me,  either  before  or  since  the  departure  of  Mr.  Gaines;  and  fur- 
ther, that  no  information  of  any  other  armament  fitted  out  for  Texas,  of  a  character 
to  justify  proceedings  under  the  laws  for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  received,  except,  perhaps,  in  case  of  Felix  Huston,  Esq.  in 
which  Mr.  Gaines,  after  using  great  exertions  to  procure  a  warrant,  failed  to  do  so. 
If  any  evidence  can  be  procured  on  either  of  these  cases,  it  will  be  presented  to  the 
grand  jury  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  United  States  District  Court.  Vigilance  also 
will  be  used  to  prevent  any  future  infraction  of  our  neutrality  in  this  district. 


No.  14. — Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza.  Memorandum,  for  Mr.  Gorostiza,  of 
what  was  said  to  him  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  their  conference  on  the  20th  April,  18.36. 
Mr.  Forsyth  stated  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  that,  in  consequence  of  the  contest  in  Texas, 
the  movements  of  some  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Red  river,  and  appre- 
hended hostile  intentions  of  the  Indians  in  Mexico  against  the  United  States,  and  ,of 
the  Indians  within  the  United  States  against  Mexico,  o/Y/ers  would  be  given  to  General 
Gaines  to  take  such  a  position  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States  as  would  enable  him 
to  preserve  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  of  Mexico  from  Indian  outrage,  and 
the  territory  of  the  United  from  any  violation  by  the  Mexicans,  Texians,  or  Indians, 
during  the  disturbances  unfortunately  existing  in  that  quarter;  and  that  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  would  be  ordered  to  ■protect  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  of  the  two 
governments  whenever  they  should  meet  to  execute  the  instructions  to  be  prepared 
under  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  and  the  United  Mexican  States. 


138  EIGHT    YEARS    IN   WASHINGTON.  [Part  I. 

Should  the  troops,  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  be  advanced  beyond*  the  point 
Mexico  might  suppose  was  ivithin  the  territory  of  the  tlnited  States,  the  occupation  of 
the  position  was  not  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  any  hostile  feeling,  or  of  a  desire 
to  establish  a  possession  or  claim  not  justified  by  the  treaty  of  limits.  The  occupa- 
tion would  he  precautionary  a.nd  provisional,  and  would  be  abandoned  whenever  (the 
line  being  run  and  the  true  limits  marked)  the  disturbances  in  that  region  should 
cease,  they  being  the  only  motive  for  it.  jlpril  2\st. 

No.  15. — Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth.  Reply  of  the  undersigned,  Manuel 
Eduardo  de  Gorostiza,  to  the  communication  made  to  him,  verbally,  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
in  the  conference  between  them,  held  on  the  20th  jlpril,  1836,  at  the  department  of 
State  :  of  which  conference  he  received  a  memorandum  from  the  said  Department  on 
the  21st  of  the  same  month. 

In  the  conference  of  the  20th  of  April,  Mr.  Forsyth  thought  proper  to  communi- 
cate to  the  undersigned,  a  certain  measure  which  the  American  government  proyjosed 
to  take  respecting  the  affairs  of  Texas;  and  the  undersigned,  immediately  consider- 
ing that  communication  of  great  importance,  frankly  acknowledged  his  imperfect 
acquaintance  with  the  English  language,  and  requested  Mr.  Forsyth,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  any  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the  undersigned,  to  do  him  the  honour 
to  repeat  to  him  in  writing,  and  in  form  of  a  simple  memorandum,  what  he  had  just 
communicated.  Mr.  Forsyth  acceded  to  this  request,  with  his  accustomed  politeness, 
and  on  the  ensuing  day  sent  to  the  undersigned  the  memorandum  requested. 

From  this  memorandum,  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Forsyth  stated  to  the  undersigned  at 
the  said  conference — 

•That,  in  consequence  of  the  contest  in  Texas,  the  movements  of  some  citizens  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Red  river,  and  apprehended  hostile  intentions  of  the 
Indians  in  Mexico  against  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Indians  within  the  United 
States  against  Mexico,  orders  would  be  given  to  General  Gaines  to  take  such  a 
position  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  as  would  enable  him  to  preserve  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  of  Mexico  from  Indian  outrage,  and  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  from  any  violation  by  the  Mexicans,  Texians,  or  Indians,  during 
the  disturbances  unfortunately  existing  in  that  quarter. 

'That  the  troops  of  the  United  Stales  would  be  ordered  to  protect  the  commis- 
sioners and  surveyors  of  the  two  governments  whenever  they  should  meet  to  exe- 
cute the  instructions  to  be  prepared  under  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Mexican  States. 

'That,  should  the  troops,  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  be  advanced  beyond  the 
point  Mexico  might  suppose  was  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the  occu- 
pation of  the  position  was  not  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  any  hostile  feeling,  or 
of  a  desire  to  establish  a  possession  or  claim  not  justified  by  the  treaty  of  limits  ; 
the  occupation  would  be  precautionary  and  provisional ;  and  that  the  position  would 
be  abandoned  whenever  (the  line  being  run,  and  the  true  limits  marked,)  the  dis- 
turbances in  that  region  should  cease— they  being  the  only  motive  for  it.' 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  the  undersigned  acknowledges  the  justice  of  the  views 
of  the  government  of  the  U.  States  in  desiring  to  preserve  its  territory  from  any  species 
of  violation,  and  no  observation  can  be  made  on  the  subject,  as  long  as  General  Gaines 
remains  within  the  known  limits  of  the  U.  States.  He  however,  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
observe  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  availing  himself  with  pleasure  of  this  opportunity,  that  the 
Mexican  government  recognizes  the  sacredness  of  the  territory  of  every  neighbouring 
nation  too  much,  not  to  have  given  the  most  particular  orders  to  the  commanders  of 
the  national  troops  in  Texas,  to  respect  and  cause  to  be  respected,  the  frontiers  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  He  also  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity,  to  express 
thanks  in  the  name  of  his  government,  for  the  instruction  given  to  General  Gaines 
to  preserve  the  Mexican  territory  from  the  outrages  of  the  Indians  of  the  United 
States ;  and  he  flatters  himself,  that  in  like  manner,  and  in  accordance  with  this 
principle  of  equity  and  good  feeling  towards  Mexico,  orders  will  be  given  at  the 
same  time,  to  that  General,  to  oppose  the  entrance  into  Texas  of  any  American  citizen, 

*  Should  the  troops  be  advanced  beyond. — Four  days  after  this  inemoranHum,  the 
Department  of  War  actually  issued  orders  to  this  effect  to  General  Gaines,  of  which  the 
Mexican  minister  was  kept  itrnorant,  and  only  to  infer  that  it  was,  on  some  contingency, 
in  contemplation.  The  hardihood  of  the  secretary,  in  maintaining  a  false  position,  is  iden- 
tical with  that  of  the  Spartan  thief  who  preferred  the  fox  under  his  cloak,  should  eat  CKit 
Lis  bowels  rather  than  avow  the  theft.     .See  document,  22  a7id  24. 
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who  may  attempt  to  pass  the  frontiers  armed,  or  as  a  colonist,  for  tho  purpose  ofjoin^ 
ing  the  ranks  of  the  rebels. 

The  iiiulersip;ned  considers  it  also  very  proper,  (conveniente)  that  General  Gaines' 
troops  should  protect,  in  case  of  need,  the  operations  of  the  commissioners  and  sur- 
veyors, who  are  to  settle  and  mark  the  dividin;;  line  between  the  two  countries,  and 
to  meet  lor  that  purpose  at  Natchitoches,  within  one  year  from  the  20th  of  April, 
1836,  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  convention  imposing  the  obligation  ;  and  the 
undersigned  can  moreover  immediately  give  assurance,  that  the  Mexican  troops  will 
also  contribute  to  the  same  object,  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  necessary,  as  the 
interest  of  the  two  governments  is  the  same,  and  as  they  are  consequently  equally 
called  on  to  do  whatever  may  be  requisite  for  carrying  it  into  etfect  well  and 
speedily. 

But  with  regard  to  the  supposition  contained  in  the  third  point  of  the  communi- 
cation, the  undersigned  cannot  conceive  that  it  could  be  realized,  being,  as  he  is, 
persuaded  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  desire  to  insist  upon  an 
act,  which  if  done,  would  be  clearly  injurious  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  an  inde- 
pendent and  friendly  nation.  The  undersigned  conceives  that  any  position  which 
General  Gaines  may  take  beyond  the  known  limits  of  the  United  States,  cannot  be- 
upon  ground  other  than  that  belonging  to  the  Mexican  territory,  and  which  should 
belong  to  it,  until  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  (the  sole  judges  in  the  affair  by 
the  treaty  of  1S28,)  should  decide  against  Mexico,  and  adjudge  a  portion  of  that 
territory  to  the  United  States,  on  the  giounds  that  it  is  comprehended  within  the 
line  agreed  upon.  In  the  meantime,  Mexico  has  in  its  favour,  the  right  of  a  con- 
stant possession,  during  which  it  has  exercised  there,  all  the  acts  of  sovereignity, 
has  legislated,  has  appointed  the  authorities,  has  kept  garrisons,  has  disposed  of 
lands,  &.C. 

And  if  it  be  said  that  the  United  States  have,  at  periods  since  the  cession  of  Loui- 
siana, claimed  such  or  such  parts  of  Texas,  or  that  there  are  still  doubts  as  to  the 
nature  or  denomination  of  such  or  such  locality,  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1828,  puts  an  end  to  all  pretensions  of  the  contracting  parties,  by  fixing  a  dividing 
line,  and  confiding  to  arbiters,  by  giving  them  the  power  to  lay  down  that  line,  the 
faculty  of  resolving  all  doubts,  and  rem'oving  all  difficulties.  With  them,  therefore, 
rests  the  decision  ;  and  it  is  only  after  such  decision,  that  the  present  in  statu  quo 
can  justly  terminate.  This  was  doubtless,  the  understandinj  of  Mr.  Butler,  the 
Charge  d'Aflaires  of  the  United  States,  when  urging  the  IVIinister  of  Relations  of 
Mexico,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1S34,  respecting  the  necessity  of  speedily  carry- 
ing into  elfect  the  said  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  he  added,  'he  would  only 
observe,  that  Mexico  was  actually  occupying  a  large  territory  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  undersigned,  considered  as  justly  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  rational  construction  of  all  the  treaties  concluded  on  the 
subject;  and  as  it  was  well  known,  that  not  only  the  government  of  Mexico,  but 
that  of  the  United  States,  had  already  granted  a  large  part  of  this  territory  to  various 
natives  and  foreigners,  the  prompt  conclusion  of  this  affair,  became  every  day  more 
urgent.' 

Can  there  be  a  more  explicit  confession  than  this  of  Mr.  Butler's  respecting  the 
possession  by  Mexico,  of  the  part  which  he  considered  to  belong  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  his  conviction  that  the  only  means  of  legally  terminating 
the  state  of  things  of  which  he  complained,  was  by  carrying  the  treaty  into  full 
effect  ? 

That  the  measure  in  question  would  not  only  affect  the  rights  of  Mexico  as  an 
independent  nation,  but  also  injure  its  interests,  it  is  most  easy  to  prove.  The  pre- 
sence  of  a  body  of  neutral  troops  in  the  very  theatre  of  the  war,  cannot  fail  to 
embarrass  the  operations  of  the  Mexican  army,  to  favour  the  Texians  indirectly,  and 
create  a  constant  risk  of  collision.  The  further  General  Gaines  advances,  the  more 
restricted  will  be  the  circle  within  which  the  belligerents  can  move,  and  the  greater 
will  be  the  necessity  for  approaching  the  cordon  formed  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States.  And  in  a  country  so  vast  and  unpeopled  as  Texas,  how  impossible  will  it 
be  to  determine  well  the  line  of  such  a  cordon  by  a  chain  of  military  posts  linked 
together.  Who  can  then  prevent  the  Texians,  if  they  find  themselves  pursued  at 
any  time  by  Mexican  detachments,  from  taking  refuge  behind  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  by  passing  a  line  which  is  unguarded  ?  How  can  the  Mexicans 
know  where  they  are  to  stop,  so  as  not  to  violate  the  said  line  ?  And  what  will  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  do  with  the  Texians,  who  thus,  in  a  manner,  place  them- 
selves under  their  protection,  or  with  the  Mexicans,  who,  impelled  by  the  ardour  of 
the  fight,  should  pursue  in  order  to  take  them  ?    The  undersigned  shudders  ^.t  the 
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idea  of  the  evils  which  the  slightest  incident  may  occasion  in  either  of  these  cases, 
to  two  countries  which  have  so  many  motives  for  esteeming  each  other,  and  whose 
relations  are  now  so  frank  and  so  amicable ! 

If  the  undersigned  cannot  now  admit  (as  he  has  shown,  and  for  reasons  which  he 
has  given,)  the  supposition,  that  General  Gaines  may  take  a  position  on  a  territory 
possessed  by  Mexico,  until  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  countries  be  marked 
out  according  to  the  terms  of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  how  can  he 
admit  the  supposition  with  which  Mr.  Forsyth's  communication  ends? 

That  General  Gaines  should  not  abandon  the  position  taken,  even  though  it  be 
included  within  the  assigned  limits  of  Mexico,  until  the  disturbances  of  Texas  should 
cease,  would  be  equal  io  a  real  military  occupation  of  apart  of  the  territory  of  Mexico, 
and  to  an  indirect  intervention  in  its  domestic  affairs ;  and  the  United  States  can  by  no 
means  desire  this,  nor  view  it  with  satisfaction,  considering  the  state  of  their 
existing  relations  with  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  concludes  by  hoping  that  the  American  government  will  take 
these  remarks  into  consideration,  and  that  no  case  will  occur  which  might  authorize 
General  Gaines  to  assume  the  advanced  position  to  which  this  reply  alludes. 


No.  16. — Mr.  Forsyth  io  Mr.  Gorostiza. — Reply  to  Mr.  Gorcstiza's  answer  to  the 
memorandum  of  the  conference  between  them  on  the  20th  instant. 

Washington,  .April  26,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  has  obviously  not  comprehended  clearly  the  observations  made  to 
him  by  Mr.  Forsyth  on  the  20th  instant,  or  he  would  not  have  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  the  extended  reply  which  has  been  inibrmally  submitted.  Mr.  Gorostiza 
seems  to  take  it  for  granted  that  General  Gaines  icill  be  ordered  to  take  a  position 
in  Texas  on  territory  known  to  be  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  By 
referring  to  the  paper  given  to  him  at  his  request,  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  see  that  the 
expression  is,  'Should  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  in  the  performance  of  this 
duty,  be  advanced  beyond  the  point  Mexico  might  suppose  was  within  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  the  occupation  of  the  position,'  &c.  &c. 

This  notice  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  was  not  intended  to  express  the  intention  to  occupy 
a  post  within  the  acknowledged  known  limits  of  Mexico,  but  to  apprise  Mexico 
that  if  General  Gaines  should  occupy  a  position  supposed  by  eacli  government  to  be 
within  its  limits,  that  occupation  would  not  be  used  either  as  the  foundation  of  a 
claim  or  to  strengthen  a  claim — the  sole  purpose  being  to  enable  this  government  to 
do  its  duty  to  itself  and  to  Mexico  ;  and  the  concluding  paragraph,  with  respect  to 
the  abandonment  of  any  post  thus  occupied  which  might  be  ibund  within  the  terri- 
tory of  Mexico,  was  intended  to  convey  the  information  that  that  abandonment 
would  take  place  as  soon  as  that  fact  was  ascertained,  unless  the  disturbed  condition 
of  the  country  at  that  time  should  render  its  continued  possession  indispensable  to 
the  safety  of  the  United  States,  and  under  circumstances  which  would  justify  the 
occupation,  if  not  in  the  judgment  of  the  Mexican  government  itself,  at  least  in 
that  of  every  impartial  power.  Mi-.  Gorostiza  must  not  understand  that  the  govern- 
ment of  theUnited  States  intends  to  interfere  in  any  manner  in  the  disturbances  of 
its  neighbours.  The  troops  of  General  Gaines  will  be  employed  only  in  protecting 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the  Mexican  territory  according  to 
the  obligations  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  powers.  Whether  the  territory 
beyond  the  United  States  belongs  to  the  Mexican  government,  or  the  newly  de- 
clared Texian  state,  is  a  question  into  which  the  United  States  does  not  propose  to 
enter.  It  is  a  territory  protected  by  the  treaty  of  limits  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  subsequently  recognized  by  the  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States.  In  this  view  it  will  be  considered;  and  while  this  government  sees 
with  great  regret  the  sanguinary  struggle  which  is  carried  on  there,  it  does  not 
permit  itself  to  look  to  the  result,  being  prepared,  whatever  that  may  be,  rigidly  to 
perform  its  own  engagements. 

IVo.  17.— Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth.  Washington,  April  28,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  having  received  the  reply  addressed  to  him  informally  on  the  26th 
instant,  by  the  honourable  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States,  to 
his  answer  to  the  memorandum  of  the  conference  held  on  the  2()th  instant,  has  the 
honour  now  to  assure  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  he  has 
never  for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea,  that  the  United  States  could  seek  to  inter- 
fere in  any  way  in  the  disturbances  of  their  neighbours ;  and  that  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  been  induced,  by  his  conviction  of  the  rectitude  of  the  principles  which  have  at 
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all  times  guided  the  policy  of  this  government,  to  extend  his  reply  somewhat  heyond 
the  bounds  assigned  by  custom  to  that  class  of  documents;  being  assured  that  all 
other  considerations  would  be  unnecessary,  as  soon  as  the  undersigned  should  suc- 
ceed in  demonstrating  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  how  just  it  was  to  JNIexico,  and  how  mutually 
convenient  for  both  countries,  that  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  Texas,  former 

f)ossession  should  be  the  only  rule  ibr  the  mutual  determination  of  the  respective 
imits,  until  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  shall  have  marked  out  the  true  dividing 
line. 

Fortunately,  if  the  undersigned  has  rightly  comprehended  Mr.  Forsyth's  reply,  the 
opinion  of  the  secretary  of  state  coincides  essentially  on  this  capital  point,  with  that 
of  the  undersigned,  so  iar  as  regards  the  assurance  that  General  Gaines'  troops  will 
not  take  a  position  on  any  ground  known  to  be  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States ;  and  as  a  natural  consequence  from  this  principle,  that  such  position  can  in 
no  case  be  on  ground  previously  possessed  by  Mexico,  and  of  course,  within  its 
known  limits.  The  undersigned  would  thank  Mr.  Forsyth  to  have  the  kindness  to 
let  him  know  whether  he  has  been  mistaken  on  this  point,  in  order  that,  if  not,  he 
may  immediately  inlbrm  his  government  accordingly,  and  communicate  to  it  this 
new  proof  of  the  justice  and  good  faith  which  characterize  the  American  govern- 
ment in  all  its  relations  with  JVIexico. 

The  undersigned,  as  little  as  Mr.  Forsyth,  desires  to  enter  into  the  question,  appa- 
rently so  obvious,  whether  the  territory  of  Texas,  which  lies  adjacent  to  the  United 
States,  belongs  to  Mexico,  and  to  the  Mexicans  born  in  Texas,  or  to  the  foreigners 
who  have  risen  in  insurrection  there.  Nor  does  he  consider  it  jjroper  at  present,  to 
insist  upon  discussing  hypothetically,  what  might  be  suitable  for  both  countries,  after 
the  line  shall  have  been  marked,  with  respect  to  the  position  which  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  may  then  occupy ;  as  the  undersigned  has  some  reason  to  hope,  that 
the  necessity  for  the  said  occupation  will  ere  that  time  have  disappeared,  and  as  even 
though  this  should  unfortunately  not  be  the  case,  it  is  by  no  means  probable,  that  the 
Mexican  government  will  consider  the  question,  then  occurring,  in  a  light  different 
from  that  in  which  it  would  be  viewed  by  any  impartial  power. 


No.  18.— Mr.  Foesyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza.  Washington,  May  3,  1S.36. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Gorostiza's  informal  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  Mr.  Forsyth  has  the 
honour  to  state,  that  except  in  case  of  necessity.  General  Gaines  will  not  occupy 
ground  not  indisputably  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  In  case  of  necessity, 
whether  the  possession  of  the  ground  he  may  occupy  is  now  or  has  heretofore  been 
claimed  by  Mexico,  cannot  be  made  a  question  by  that  officer ;  he  will  take  it  to  per- 
form his  duties  to  the  United  States,  and  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  the  United  States 
to  Mexico.  The  just  and  friendly  purpose  for  which  he  does  occupy  it,  (if  he  should 
do  so,)  being  beforehand  explained  to  Mexico,  it  is  expected  will  prevent  either 
belief  or  suspicion  of  any  hostile  or  equivocal  design  on  his  part.  It  is  not  intended 
to  be  the  assertion  of  a  right  of  property  or  possession.  Whether  the  post  occupied 
shall  prove  to  be  in  Mexico  or  the  tlnited  States,  it  will  be  abandoned  whenever  the 
necessitj'  ceases  by  the  restoration  of  tranquillity  to  that  distracted  neighbourhood. 


No.  19.— Mr.  Gorostiza  io  Mr.  Forsyth.     Wushingian,  May  4,  183C. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  has  learned  with  sincere  regret,  fiom  the  informal  note  which  the 
honourable  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state  of  these  United  States,  did  him  the 
honour  to  address  to  him  on  the  3d  instant,  that  the  American  government  has  not 
thought  proper  to  take  into  consideration  the  observations  which  the  undersimed 
believed  it  his  duty  to  direct  to  the  Department  of  State  on  the  2.3d  and  28tn  of 
April  last,  respectuig  the  position  which  the  troops  of  General  Gaines  might  assume 
in  a  certain  case  therein  stated ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  question,  as  regards  the 
United  States,  still  remains  the  same  as  Mr.  Forsyth  considered  it  to  be,  in  the  con- 
ference of  the  2()th  of  April.  The  undersigned,  "therefore,  conceives  that  nothing  is 
left  for  him  to  do,  except  to  inform  his  government  of  the  determination  of  the  Ame- 
rican government,  and  to  await  its  orders.  This  he  will  do  by  the  first  opportunity, 
transmitting  to  the  Minister  of  Relations  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  literal  copies 
of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  on  the  subject,  between  the  Department  of 
State,  and  this  Legation  Extraordinary. 

The  undersigned  will  only  add,  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  in  any  event,  that 
the  general-in-chief  of  the  national  army  in  Texas,  might  receive  in  proper  time  from 
his  government,  the  necessary  instructions  with  regard  to  the  possible  advance  of 
General  Gaines  beyond  the  known  limits  of  these   United  States,  as  the  former' 
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would  thus  know  the  real  object  of  such  an  advance,  in  case  it  did  take  place,  and 
would  then  adopt,  without  doubt,  such  measures  as  might  be  within  his  attributes 
and  faculties  for  avoiding,  on  his  part,  any  cause  of  discontent  or  quarrel  (com- 
promiso)  between  tlie  two  nations  so  intimately  friendly  as  the  two  Republics. 


No.  20.— xMr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth.     Washington,  May  9,  1836. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  has  seen  in  the  Globe  of  yesterday,  with  a  degree  of  regret,  equal  to 
his  surprise,  that  in  the  instructions  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General 
Gaines,  on  the  25th  of  April  last,  that  General  has  been  authorized,  in  case  of  neces- 
sitJ^  to  advance  with  his  troops  to  Nacogdoches,  'which  old  fort,'  says  the  Secretary 
of  War,  'is  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  as  claimed  by  this  government.' 

The  undei  signed  cannot  form  any  conjecture  with  certainty  as  to  the  grounds  on 
which  the  American  government  believes  that  Nacogdoches  would  be  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  when  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  countries, 
determined  by  the  third  article  of  the  existing  treaty,  shall  have  been  run  and  marked 
down,  because,  although  the  undersigned  has  consulted  Mellish's  map,  published  in 
Philadelphia,  and  improved  in  ISIS,  the  only  authority  on  the  matter  which  the 
Mexican  government  will  recognize,  agreeable  to  the  treatj-,  he  has  not  been  able  to 
find  any  other  thing,  than  that  Nacogdoches  is  situated  several  miles  beyond  the 
Sabine  river,  and  consequently  far  within  the  indisputable  territory  of  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  is,  moreover,  not  aware  that  any  claim  of  this  nature  has  ever 
been  advanced  on  the  part  of  the  American  government ;  and  this  appears  so  much 
the  more  strange  to  him,  as  the  undersigned,  before  leaving  Mexico,  was  enabled  to 
examine  all  the  correspondence  which  had  for  many  years  been  carried  on  between 
the  two  governments,  on  the  subject  of  limits,  and  does  not  recollect  to  have  found 
any  thing  there  contradicting  his  assertion,  unless  it  be  the  solitary  and  vague  indi- 
cation contained  in  Mr.  Butler's  note  of  the  21st  December,  1S34,  already  mentioned 
by  the  undersigned  in  one  of  his  late  communications.  The  undersigned,  in  conse- 
quence, finds  himself  now  under  the  sad  necessity  of  addressing  the  honourable  John 
Forsyth,  Secretarj^  of  State  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against 
the  authorization  given  to  General  Gaines,  to  go  with  his  troops  to  Nacogdoches, 
because  he  considers  it  essentially,  and  with  regard  to  its  possible  effects,  as  a  posi- 
tive violation  of  the  territory  which  is  known  to  be  Mexican. 

The  undersigned  had  the  honour  already,  on  the  23d  and  28th  of  April  last,  to 
inform  Mr.  Forsyth,  under  what  point  of  view  he  considered  the  communication 
made  to  him  by  the  Secretarj'  of  State,  in  the  conference  held  on  the  20th  of  that 
month,  and  if  he,  in  a  manner,  engaged  to  await  the  orders  of  his  government  on  the 
subject,  it  was  assuredly  not  because  he  yielded  his  right,  but  because  neither  from 
the  memorandum  of  the  conference,  nor  from  the  written  communications  of  Mr. 
Forsyth,  could  the  undersigned  have  gathered  that  General  Gaines  had  already  been 
instructed  as  to  the  ground  which  he  might  overrun  with  his  troops,  and  the  point 
where  he  was  to  stop. 


No.  21. — Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza.     Washington,  May  10,  1836. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  having  submitted  the 
note  of  M.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  the  President,  has  now  the  honour  by  his  instruc- 
tions, to  reply. 

The  President  did  not  expect  that  any  orders  given  by  his  authority  would  have 
produced  either  surprise  or  regret  in  the  mind  of  a  representative  of  a  friendly 
power.  He  observes,  however,  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  not  perceived  the  peculiar 
force  of  the  terms  used  by  the  authority  of  the  Executive.  General  Gaines  is  not 
authorized  to  advance  to  Nacogdoches,  but  he  is  ordered  not  to  go  beyond  that  point.* 
To  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  distinction  may  not  seem  to  be  so,  but  in  the  view  of  the 
President  it  is  important;  the  terms  used  limit  the  authority  given,  and  were  chosen 
with  the  express  intention  to  avoid  misconstruction  of  the  motive  of  the  advance. 
To  effect  one  of  the  great  objects  for  which  General  Gaines  is  sent  to  the  frontier, 
i.  e.  to  fulfil  our  treaty  with  Mexico  by  protecting  its  territory  against  the  Indians 
within  the  United  States,  the  troops  of  the  United  States  might  justly  be  sent  into 
the  heart  of  Mexico,  and  their  presence,  instead  of  being  complained  of,  would  be 

*  Authorized  to  advance  to  Nacogdoches,  but  he  is  ordered  not  to  go  beyond 
that  point. —  Ihe  instructions  and  authority  ^"iven  to  General  Gaines  by  the  Department 
of  War,  do  not  correspond  with  this  statement-  The  authority  is  not  restrictive,  but 
indefinitively  latitudinous,  see  document  (No.  24,)  and  several  others  that  follow  it. 


Chap.  IV.]  JACKSONIAN    DIPLOMACY.  143 

the  .strongest  evidence  of  fidelity  to  engagements  and  friendship  to  Mexico.  Nor 
could  the  good  faith  and  friendsliip  of  the  act  be  doubted  if  troops  of  the  United 
States  were  sent  into  the  Mexican  territory  to  prevent  embodied  Mexican  Indians, 
justly  suspected  of  such  design,  from  assailing  tlie  frontier  settlements  of  the  United 
States.  With  the  full  explanation  of  the  design  of  the  movement  as  far  as  Nacog- 
doches, if  it  should  be  made,  which  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  necessary,  the  President 
did  not  apprehend  that  any  room  was  left  for  dissatisfaction  or  complaint ;  and  he 
thinks  that  the  course  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  pursue,  is  the  result 
of  an  apprehension  of  consequences  that  cannot  ensue,  if  all  the  parties  are  just  to 
the  designs  and  pretensions  of  each  other.  Mr.  Gorostiza's  protest  obviously  springs 
from  the  idea  that  the  advance  of  General  Gaines  is  to  be  founded  on  a  claim  of  terri- 
tory by  the  United  States,  and  hence  his  anxiety  to  argue  the  question  of  right  to 
the  possession  of  Nacogdoches  and  the  territory  in  its  vicinage.  Contrary  to  his 
wish,  the  President  finds  himself  compelled  to  require  the  undersigned  to  remind 
Mr.  Gorostiza  that  Mexico  is  not  in  possession  of  the  territory  bordering  on  the 
United  States,  wherever  the  true  line  may  be.  Whether  the  government  of  Mexico 
will  obtain  and  can  maintain  possession  of  it,  are  questions  now  at  issue  by  the  most 
sanguinary  arbitrament;  until  they  are  decided,  the  undersigned  understands  Mr. 
Gorostiza  to  maintain  that  the  possession  of  Texas  is  the  possession  of  Mexico,  and 
that  any  advance  upon  the  territory  claimed  as  a  part  of  Texas  by  its  self-constituted 
authorities,  is  considered  essentially,  and  in  its  effects,  a  positive  violation  of  the 
known  territory  of  Mexico.  The  Mexican  government  must  be  aware,  that  portions 
of  the  territory  ever  admitted  to  belong,  as  well  as  that  claimed  to  belong  to  the 
United  States,  is  represented  in  the  Texian  government.  The  known  territory  of 
the  United  States  is  then,  now  violated  by  Mexico,  since  the  government  of  Mexico 
is,  upon  the  principle  involved,  responsible  for  this  usurpation  of  a  right  over  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  this  attempt  to  limit  the  extent  of  their  territo- 
rial possession.  This  fact,  of  itself,  would  justify  an  advance  of  General  Gaines  to 
any  point  necessary  to  the  vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  or  to  retort 
an  injury  upon  Mexico  (or  Texas,  which  ever  is  responsible)  for  the  original  WTong. 
But  the  President  has  not  designed  to  vindicate  a  right  or  retort  a  wrong  in  the  orders 
that  have  been  given.  He  looks  Ibrward  patiently  to  the  period,  which  cannot  be 
far  distant,  when  the  territorial  rights  of  the  United  States  will,  according  to  long 
existing  stipulations,  be  authoritatively  designated  and  marked  by  competent  and 
trustworthy  agents,  so  as  to  leave  no  room  lor  further  cavil  and  dispute  ;  and  in  the 
meanwhile  he  desires  to  occupy  no  position  by  military  force,  which  the  circum- 
stances by  which  the  General  commanding  the  ti'oops  of  the  United  States  is  sur- 
rounded, do  not  justify. 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  further  to  reply  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  that  the  claims 
of  the  United  States  are  founded  upon  the  treaty  of  limits,  and  are  to  be  maintained 
by  the  treaty  of  limits.  If  the  true  demarcation  according  to  that  treaty  has  not 
been  fully  made  known  to  Mexico,  it  is  because  there  has  been  on  the  part  of  that 
government  a  delay  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  that  instrument.  Questions 
belonging  to  the  duties  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors,  could  not  be  properly 
presented  or  considered  until  they  met  to  enter  upon  those  duties.  A  correspondence 
between  the  United  states  and  Mexico,  for  the  adoption  of  the  treaty  of  limits  made 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  was  no  place  to  look  for  traces  of  the  preten- 
sions of  the  two  governments,  founded  on  a  construction  of  that  instrument ;  nor 
were  they  likely  to  be  found  in  the  correspondence  for  the  additional  article  to  pro- 
vide-for  carrying  that  treaty  into  effect.  It  could  only  be  when  in  the  course  of 
execution  that  the  rival  pretensions  of  the  parties  and  the  conflicting  constructions 
could  arise.  To  discuss  them  in  advance,  would  have  been  useless,  if  not  suspi- 
cious. It  is  not  therefore  surprising  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  should  have  risen  from  the 
perusal  of  the  correspondence  to  which  he  refers,  without  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  claims  of  the  United  States.  The  xmdersigned  is  constrained  however,  to 
express  his  surprise  at  the  apparent  want  of  information  on  this  subject,  derivable 
from  other  sources,  in  the  Me.xican  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary. The  indication  in  Mr.  Butler's  note  of  the  21st  December,  1S34,  was  of 
itself  sufficiently  distinct  to  have  elicited  inquirj'.  If  not  made,  it  is  presumed  it  was 
because  the  allusion  was  understood.  Whatever  may  have  been  done  or  omitted 
prior  to  that  time,  it  is  certain  that  want  of  information  on  this  point  since  Novem- 
ber last,  cannot  be  complained  of  by  the  Mexican  government.  The  undersigned 
had  the  honour  to  give  to  the  Mexican  charge  d'affaires,  Mr.  Castillo,  in  a  conference 
in  that  month,  the  most  distinct  intimation  of  the  claims  and  expectations  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of  limits  and  the  additional  article, 
a  conference  which  the  undersigned  has  supposed  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  subse- 
quent extraordinary  mission  of  Mr.  Gorostiza  to  the  United  States. 
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The  undersigned  is  instructed  by  the  president  to  decline  any  discussion  at  present 
of  the  claims  or  pretensions  of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  in  question.  The 
appropriate  occasion  for  advancing  them  is  approaching.  The  United  States  are  pre- 
paring and  will  hasten  to  be  ready  to  execute  in  perfect  good  faith  the  treaty  according 
to  the  second  additional  article  lately  agreed  upon,  and  they  expect  that  Mexico  will 
be  equally  prompt.  Whatever  the  United  States  cannot  maintain  by  reason  and  facts, 
according  to  a  just  construction  of  the  treaty  of  limits  will  not  be  insisted  upon.  In 
the  meantime  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  repeat  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Mexican  government,  that  the  orders  given  to  General  Gaines, 
were  not  given  because  the  United  States  believed  they  had  claims  to  the  territory 
beyond  Nacogdoches,  nor  with  a  view  to  assert,  strengthen  or  maintain  those  claims, 
but  simply  and  exclusively  to  prevent  consequences  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  bloody 
contest  begun  in  that  quarter,  the  end  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  foresee. 


II.— CORRESPONDENCE    FROM    THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT. 

No.  22. — Lewis  Cass  to  3Iajor- General  E.   P.  Gaines,  Memphis,   Tennessee. 
War  Department,  January  23,  1836. 

Sir: — I  am  instructed  by  the  President,  to  request  that  you  would  repair  to  some 
proper  position  near  the  western  frontier  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  and  there  assume 
the  personal  command  of  all  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates,  who  are  or  may  be 
employed  in  any  part  of  the  region  adjoining  the  Mexican  boundarj-.  It  is  not  the 
object  of  this  order  to  change  at  all  the  relations  between  yourself  and  the  military 
departments  under  your  command,  but  to  require  your  personal  presence  at  a  point 
where  public  considerations  demand  the  exercise  of  great  discretion  and  experience. 
An  order  will  be  issued,  without  delay,  to  the  sixth  regiment  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Jesup,  and  this  force,  together  with  all  the  troops  in  the  western  part  of  Louisiana, 
and  in  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  of  the  Missouri  rivers,  will  be 
employed,  as  occasion  may  require,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  herein 
communicated  to  you. 

The  state  of  ah'airs  in  Texas  calls  for  immediate  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
government.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  remain  entirely  neutral,  and  to 
cause  their  neutrality  to  be  respected.  It  is  possible  that  the  course  of  operations 
may  induce  one  or  the  other  of  the  contending  parties  to  approach  the  boundary  line, 
with  a  view  to  cross  it  in  arms.  Should  you  find  that  the  case,  you  will  give  notice 
to  the  persons  having  the  direction,  that  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  cross  into 
the  territory  of  the  United  States:  and  if  they  attempt  to  do  so  by  force,  you  will 
resist  them  with  the  means  at  your  disposal. 

The  thirty-third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  requires  both  the  contracting 
parties  to  prevent  'by  force,  all  hostilities  and  incursions  on  the  part  of  the  Indian 
nations  living  within  their  respective  boundaries,  so  that  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica will  not  suffer  their  Indians  to  attack  the  citizens  of  the  Mexican  States,'  &c. 

The  provisions  of  this  article  you  will  cause  to  be  faithfully  enforced,  and  the 
various  Indian  agents,  and  officers  of  the  Indian  department  in  that  region,  will  be 
required  to  furnish  you  any  information  in  their  power  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
and  to  carry  into  effect  any  instructions  you  may  give.  You  will  make  known  to 
the  various  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  that  part  of  the  United  States,  the  determination 
of  the  government  to  prevent  any  hostile  incursions  into  Texas,  and  you  will  call 
upon  the  chiefs  to  inculcate  upon  all  their  people  the  necessity  of  carefully  abstaining 
from  any  violation  of  the  above  mentioned  engagement,  and  you  will  not  hesitate 
to  use  the  force  at  your  disposal,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  such  designs. 

Should  you  be  called  upon  by  the  civil  authority,  for  any  aid  towards  enforcing 
the  laws  having  relation  to  the  neutral  duties  of  the  United  States,  you  will  render 
such  assistance  as  the  laws  prescribe. 

You  are  requested  to  communicate  freely  with  the  district  attorneys  of  both  the 
districts  of  Louisiana,  on  all  points  of  law  connected  with  the  execution  of  the 
instructions,  and  those  officers  will  be  desired  to  give  you  their  opinion. 

I  will  thank  you  to  keep  me  advised  of  any  occurrences  in  that  quarter,  which 
it  may  be  important  for  the  government  to  know. 


No.   2Z.—From   Edmund   P.  Gaines,  3IaJor- General   Commanding,   to   the  Hon. 
Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 
Head  Quarters,  Western  Department,  Baton  Rouge,  March  29,  1836. 
Sir  : — I  have  received,  not  until  yesterday,  an  official  copy  of  your  letter  of  the 
23d  January  last,  by  which  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  be  informed 'that  the  President 
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of  the  United  States  has  been  pleased  to  direct  my  immediate  attention  to  the  west- 
ern frontier  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  in  order  to  preserve,  if  necessary,  by  force, 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  States. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  very  first  steamboat  con- 
veyance that  offered,  after  the  receipt  of  the  order,  to  proceed  to  Baton  Rouge,  to 
enable  me  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the  arsenal  there  will  furnish  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  me ; 
duties  which  derive  great  importance  from  the  recent  accounts  of  the  sanguinary 
manner  in  which  the  "Mexican  forces  seemed  disposed  to  carry  on  the  war  against 
our  Texian  neighbours.  (See  the  accompanying  newspapers.)  Upon  this  point 
I  take  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  may  not  become  necessary,  in  our  own  defence,  to 
speak  to  the  contending  belligerents  in  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood — a  lan- 
guage requiring /o/rc  and  mihtary  supplies  that  shall  be  sufficient,  if  necessary,  for 
the  protection  of  our  western  frontier,  to  check  the  savage  operations  of  each  of  the 
contending  parties,  who  may  forget  to  respect  the  laws  of  war  and  our  neutral 
rights,  until  Mexico  and  the  United  States  shall,  by  an  adjustment  of  existing  diffi- 
culties, put  an  end  to  the  scenes  of  barbarism  which  cannot  but  endanger  the  peace 
and  other  vital  interests  of  all  the  parties  concerned ;  scenes  of  barbarism  disgraceful 
to  all  who  enact  or  tolerate  them. 

Should  I  find  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Mexicans,  or  their  red  allies,  to 
menace  our  frontier,  I  cannot  but  deem  it  to  be  my  duty,  not  only  to  hold  the  troops 
of  my  command  in  readiness  for  action  in  defence  of  our  own  slender  frontier,  but  to 
anticipate  their  lawless  movements,  by  crossing  our  supposed  or  imaginary  national 
boundary,  and  meeting  the  savage  marauders  wherever  to  be  found  in  their  approach 
towards  our  frontier.  Should  I  err  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  in  which,  however, 
I  am  convinced  the  laws  of  war  and  nations  will  bear-  me  out,  I  shall  be  gratified  to 
receive  the  views  of  the  President,  to  which  I  shall  scrupulously  adhere.  But  if  it 
be  otherwise,  if  my  own  views  are  approved,  I  shall,  in  that  event,  have  occasion 
for  some  mounted  volunteers,  with  other  forces  sufficient  to  make  my  nume- 
rical strength  equal  to  the  estimated  strength  of  the  contending  parties,  which  is 
now  estimated  at  eight  thousand  to  twelve  thousand  men,  (8,000  to  12,000  men). 
With  a  view  to  this  possible  contingency,  I  have  already  desired  the  fine  legionary 
brigade,  commanded  by  General  Planche  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  calculate  on 
the  pussibility  of  my  having  occasion  to  invite  the  legion  to  join  me.  To  this  sugges- 
tion, the  officers  of  the  legion,  with  the  gallant  General  at  their  head,  cordially 
responded,  tliat  they  would,  whenever  it  might  be  deemed  necessary,  promptly 
repair  to  the  frontier,  delighted  with  the  opportunity  of  carrj'ing  into  effect,  the 
wishes  of  the  President,  under  whose  immediate  command,  many  of  these  officers 
had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  defence  of  their  city  and  state",  in  the  memorable 
triumphs  of  December  IS  14,  and  January,  IS  15. 

All  which  is  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


No.  24. — From  Lewis  Cass  to  Major-Gen'l  E.  P.  Gaines,  Fort  Jesup,  Louisiana. 

War  Department,  Jpril  25,  1836. 

Sir  :— Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  was  received  at  the  Department  a  few  days 
since,  but  I  have  been  prevented  by  indisposition  from  giving  it  an  earlier  answer. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  of  an  official  conference, 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Mexican  minister,  respecting  the  present 
state  of  affairs  upon  the  south-western  borders  of  the  United  States.  You  will  con- 
sider, as  a  part  of  your  instructions,  the  decloj-ation  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  govern  yourself  accordingly. 

It  is  not  the  wish  of  the  President  to  take  advantage  of  present  circumstances,  and 
thereby  obtain  possession  of  any  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory.  Still,  however, 
the  neutral  duties,  as  well  as  the  neutral  rights,  of  the  United  States,  will  justify  the 
government  in  taking  all  necessary  measures  to  prevent  a  violation  of  their  territory. 
Recent  events  induce  the  belief  that  the  Mexican  forces,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants 
of  Texas,  must  be  in  a  high  state  of  excitement.  In  that  portion  of  the  country, 
there  are  many  Indian  tribes  whose  habitual  predisposition  to  engage  in  war,  is  well 
known,  as  is,  also,  their  reckless  disregard  of  any  of  the  claims  of  humanity.  And  from 
information  which  has  reached  the  government,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe, 
that  efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  these  Indians  to  join  the  Mexican  troops.  It 
may,  therefore,  well  be,  as  you  anticipate,  that  these  various  contending  parties  may 
approach  our  frontiers,  and  that  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens  may  be  placed 
in  jeopardy.  Should  this  be  the  case,  the  president  approves  the  sirggcstion  you  make. 
and  you  are  authorized  to  take  such  position  on  either  side  of  the  imaginary  boundary 
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Ivie,  as  may  be  best  for  your  defensive  operations.  You  will,  however,  under  no 
circumstances,  advance  farther  than  old  Fort  Nacogdoches,  which  is  within  the  limits 
of  the'United  States,  as  claimed  by  this  government  But  you  will  please  to  observe, 
that  this  permission  will  not  be  exercised,  unless  you  should  find  such  an  advanced 
position  necessary,  to  aflbrd  due  security  to  the  frontier,  in  consequence  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  things  beyond  you. 

You  will  please  to  explain,  fully,  your  views  and  instructions  to  any  armed  parties 
who  may  be  marching  towards  you,  and  should  they  continue  to  threaten  your  posi- 
tion, or  to  manifest  a  design  of  crossing  into  the  United  States,  you  are  authorized  to 
attack  and  repel  them. 

I  have  this  day,  by  direction  of  the  president,  requested  the  governors  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  to  call  into  service  any  militia  force  you  may  find  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers.  This  force  must  be  called  out  for  a  term  of  not  less  than 
six  months  from  the  day  they  reach  their  rendezvous,  to  be  discharged  at  any  time 
by  the  United  States.  The  necessary  means  will  be  furnished  to  the  of&cers  of  the 
proper  staff  departments,  for  such  supplies  as  may  be  required. 

I  need  hardly  say,  that  the  duty  committed  to  you  is  one  of  great  importance,  as 
well  as  of  great  delicacy  :  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  be  so  executed  as  to  pre- 
serve, on  the  one  hand,  the  proper  safety  of  the  frontier,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  as 
little  cause  of  offence  as  possible  will  be  given  to  any  foreign  authority.  I  have  to 
request  that  you  Avould  keep  me  regularly  advised  of  your  proceedings. 


No.  25. — From  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  Major- General  Commanding,  to  the  Hon.  Lewis 
Cass,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City. 
Head  Quarters,  Western  Department,  Naichitoches,  Louisiana,  April  8,  1836. 

Sir  : — I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  fourth  instant,  since  which  time  I  have  received 
information  from  various  sources,  which  leaves  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  conside- 
rable portion  of  several  tribes  of  Indians  residing  within  our  territorial  limits  have 
gone  over  to  the  Texas  side  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico. 

When  to  this  fact  is  added  the  reports  daily  received  at  this  place,  that  the  army 
of  Mexico,  commanded  by  the  president,  St.  Anna,  in  person,  is  rapidly  approaching 
in  this  direction,  through  the  centre  of  Texas  ;  that  his  plan  is  to  put  to  death  all  he 
finds  in  arms,  and  all  who  do  not  yield  to  his  dictation ;  that  as  soon  as  he  comes  to 
that  section  of  country  occupied  by  the  Indians  in  question,  on  the  waters  of  the 
Trinidad,  or  Trinity  r'iver,  they  will  unite  with  him  in  his  war  of  extermination ; 
and  that  no  boundary  line,  save  such  as  that  they  find  properly  guarded  with  an 
efficient  force,  will  be  sufficient  to  arrest  the  sanguinary  career  of  these  savages,  I 
cannot  but  deem  it  my  duty  to  prepare  for  action. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  requested  of  the  governors  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee,  each  a  brigade,  and  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  a  battalion,  making 
altogether  three  brigades  and  one  battalion ;  the  whole,  or  as  many  of  them  as  prac- 
ticable, to  be  mounted ;  to  repair  to  this  place  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  by 
battalions  or  companies. 

This  force,  though  not  equal  in  numbers  to  that  which  it  may  be  my  duty  to  meet 
in  battle,  will  enable  me  at  least  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  frontier  settlements, 
and  keep  them  at  home  to  plant  their  crops ;  and,  moreover,  to  enable  me  to  inflict 
summary  punishment  on  such  of  the  enemy  by  whom  we  are  now  menaced,  as  may 
teach  them  to  respect  us,  and  in  future  to  pay  more  regard  than  they  seem  now  dis- 
posed to  pay  to  our  rights  and  treaties. 

I  shall,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  address  to  each  one  of  the  commanders  of  the 
armies  in  Texas,  a  note,  calling  their  attention  to  their  duties,  and  apprising  them  of 
the  course  which  I  shall  pursue  towards  them,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  should  they  approach  our  boundary,  or  suffer  the 
Indians  near  them  to  commence  hostilities.  I  have  notified  the  governors  of  the 
states,  to  whom  I  have  applied  for  force,  that,  'should  the  war  in  Texas  be  brought 
to  a  close  without  the  apprehended  Indian  hostilities,'  the  volunteers  will,  in  that 
case,  'be  discharged  forthwith.' 

No.  26. — From  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  Major-General  Commanding,  to  the  Governors 
of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Tennessee. 
Head  Quarters,  Western  Department,  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  April  8,  1836. 
Sir  :— The  war  in  Texas,  which  has  of  late  assumed   a  sanguinary  and  savage 
aspect,  has  induced  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  require  a  considerable  aug- 
mentation of  the  regular  force  to  be  concentrated  upon  this  section  of  the  national 
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frontier,  to  which  my  attention  has  been  particularly  directed.  He  deems  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  remain  entirely  neutral,  and  to  cause  their  neutrality 
to  be  respected,  pccceably  if  practicable  ;  forcibly  if  neccsssury. 

The  thirty-tiiird  article  ot  the  treaty  with  Mexico  requires  both  the  contracting 
parties  to  prevent,  'by  force,  all  hostilities  and  incursions  on  the  part  of  the  Indian 
nations  living  within  their  respective  boundaries,  so  that  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica will  not  suffer  their  Indians  to  attack  the  citizens  of  the  Mexican  States,'  &c. 
The  provision  of  this  article  I  am  particularly  instructed  to  cause  to  be  enforced ; 
and  I  have,  pursuant  to  instructions,  taken  measures  to  make  known  to  the  various 
Indian  tribes  inhabiting  that  part  of  the  United  States  bordering  on  the  Mexican 
territory,  on  the  waters  of  the  Red  and  Arkansas  rivei-s,  the  determination  of  the 
government  to  prevent  any  hostile  incursions  into  Texas ;  and  have  directed  that  the 
chiefs  be  called  upon  to  inculcate  upon  their  people  the  necessity  of  carefully  ab- 
staining from  any  violation  of  the  above  mentioned  engagements  ;  and  I  have,  more- 
over informed  them,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  President,  that  I  will  not  hesitate 
to  use  the  force  at  my  disiiosal  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  designs. 

I  have  learned  from  several  of  our  citizens  entitled  to  credit,  that  one  Manuel 
Flores,  a  Mexican  Spaniard,  but  for  some  years  past  a  citizen  of  'Spanish  •  wn,'  in 
this  state,  near  the  Sabine  ridge,  has  been  lately  commissioned  by  persons  professing 
to  act  by  the  authority  of  the'Mexican  government,  for  the  purpose  of  enticinsf  the 
Indians  in  the  western  prairies,  on  our  side  of  the  boundary  line,  to  join  them  in  the 
war  of  extermination  now  raging  in  Texas ;  and  that,  with  this  view,  the  agent 
Manuel  Flores,  accompanied  l)y  a  stranger,  has  lately  passed  up  the  valley  of  the 
Red  river,  and  has  already  produced  excitement  among  the  Caddo  Indians ;  and  I 
have  very  recently  learned  from  several  intelligent  persons  in  Texas,  and  others  who 
have  lately  been  there,  that  many  of  our  Indians  have  lately  gone  over  to  the  Texas 
side  of  the  line. 

These  facts  and  circumstances  present  to  me  the  important  question,  whether  I 
am  to  sit  still  and  suffer  these  movements  to  be  so  far  matured  as  to  place  the  white 
settlements  on  both  sides  of  the  line  ivholhj  within  the  poxcer  of  these  savages;  or 
whether  I  ought  not  instantly  to  prepare  the  means  for  protecting  the  frontier  settle- 
ments, and,  if  necessary,  compelling  the  Indians  to  return  to  their  own  homes  and 
hunting  grounds.  I  cannot  but  decide  in  favour  of  the  last  alternative  which 
the  question  presents ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than  that  an  Indian  war 
commencing  on  either  side  of  the  line  will  as  surely  extend  to  both  sides,  as  that  a 
lighted  quick  match  thrust  into  one  side  of  a  powder  magazine  will  extend  the 
explosion  to  both  sides. 

But  I  am  without  mounted  men,  the  only  description  of  force  which  will  enable 
me  to  interpose  an  effectual  check  to  the  daily  increasing  danger  which  every  intelli- 

fent  citizen  with  whom  I  have  conversed  upon  the  subject  apprehends  ;  and  appre- 
ending  as  I  do,  that  the  loss  of  a  month  which  it  would  require  to  submit  the  case 
to  the  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  might  prove  fatal  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  I  have  determined  to  solicit  of  your  excellency  a 
brigade,  to  consist  of  two  or  three  battalions  of  volunteers,  as  many  to  be  mounted 
as  practicable,  to  repair  to  this  place  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  by  companies  or 
battalions ;  to  receive  their  arms  and  camp  equipage  at  New  Orleans  and  Baton 
Rouge.     There  may  be  eight  or  ten  companies  to  a  battalion. 

Should  the  war  in  Texas  be  brought  to  a  close  without  the  apprehended  Indian 
hostilities,  the  volunteers  will,  in  that  case,  be  discharged  forthwith. 


No.  27. — From  Lewis  Cass  to  Major-General  Gaines,  Fori  Jessitp,  Louisiana. 

War  Department,  May  4,  1836. 

Sir: — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  and  in  answer,  have  to  inform 
you  that  the  President  will  sanction  the  employment  of  whatever  force  may  be 
necessary  to  protect  the  western  frontier  of  the  United  States  from  hostile  incursions. 
This  department  has  addressed  the  governors  of  the  states  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Alabama,  requesting  them  to  call  into  service  such  militia 
force  as  you  may  find  necessary  in  carrying  into  effect  the  instructions  heretofore 
given  to  you.  The  theatre  of  operations  is  so  distant  from  the  seat  of  government, 
that  much  must  be  entrusted  to  your  discretion.  The  two  great  objects  )'ou  have  to 
attain  are,  first,  the  protection  of  the  frontiers ;  and  secondly,  as  strict  a  performance 
of  the  neutral  duties  of  the  United  States,  as  the  great  object  of  self  defence  will 
permit.  You  will  take  care  and  do  no  act  which  can  give  just  cause  of  offence  to 
any  other  government ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  you  will  not  permit  the  frontiers  to  be 
invaded  by  any  forces  whatever.    I  have  to  request  that  the  militia  you  may  call  out. 
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may  not  be  more  numerous  than  the  exigencies  shall  seem  to  require.  They  ought 
to  be  called  into  service  for  six  months,  if  practicable,  to  be  disbanded  whenever  not 
wanted.  And  you  will  take  care  that  all  due  economy  is  preserved,  as  well  in  your 
disbursements,  as  in  the  preservation  and  accountability  of  the  public  property.  It 
is  very  necessary  that  you  should  communicate  freely  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
any  military  parties  who  may  approach  the  frontiers,  and  inform  them  of  the  nature 
of  your  orders.  You  will  state  to  them,  that  while  you  have  been  ordered  to  that 
quarter  with  a  view  to  the  execution  of  the  neutral  obligations  of  the  United  States, 
you  have  also  been  instructed  to  defend  their  territory  from  any  invasion  whatever ; 
and  that  this  duty  will  be  executed  under  any  circumstances  that  may  happen.  You 
will  also  remonstrate  against  the  employment  of  any  of  the  Indians.  Although  the 
dictates  of  humanity  forbid  the  use  of  this  species  of  force,  which  cannot  be  restrained, 
yet  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  remonstrate  aa;ainst  its  service,  rests  upon  other 
grounds.  From  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the  Indians,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
power  employing  them  cannot  restrain  them  within  the  legitimate  rules  of  warfare. 
If  they  approach  the  frontiers,  they  will  pay  no  regard  to  a  mere  imaginary  line,  but 
will  carry  on  their  depredations  and  massacres  W'herever  inhabitants  can  be  found, 
and  Where  there  is  no  force  to  oppose  them.  It  is  altogether  idle  to  expect,  that  in 
such  a  state  of  things,  the  frontier  settlements  of  theUnited  States,  would  not  be 
exposed  to  these  calamities.  Whoever  calls  the  Indians  into  service,  and  induces 
them  to  approach  our  border,  cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  consequences  that  must 
ensue.  All  this  you  will  represent  to  the  proper  officers,  and  you  will  use  your  best 
exertions  to  keep  such  a  force  from  marching  towards  your  position,  and  if  they  do 
so,  to  repel  and  disperse  it. 

No.  28. — From  Lew'is  Cass  to  His  Excellency,  N.  Cannon,  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
Nashville,  Tennessee.       ,  War  Department,  May  4,  1836. 

Sir: — Major- General  Games,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  western  border  of 
Louisiana  has  been  assigned,  has  notified  this  Department  that  he  has  called  upon 
your  Excellency  for  a  brigade  of  militia,  the  whole,  or  as  many  of  tliem  as  practi- 
cable to  be  mounted. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  request  your  Excellency,  to  call  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Stales,  the  number  of  militia  which  have  been  or  may  be  required 
by  General  Gaines,  to  serve  not  less  than  tliree  months  after  their  arrival  at  their 
place  of  rendezvoue,  unless  sooner  discharged. 


No.  29.— From  N.  Cannon,  to  the  Honourable  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 
Executive  Office,  Nashville,  Jpril  28,  1*836.* 
Sir  : — The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  just  received 
from  General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  who  holds  the  command  of  the  western  division 
of  the  United  States.  And  I  have  felt  it  my  dutj-  to  take  measures  forthwith,  to 
raise  and  forward  the  brigade  of  volunteers  he  requires,  as  speedily  as  possible,  and 
feel  very  little  doubt,  that  however  inauspicious  the  season  of  the  year  may  be, 
when  our  young  men  are  generally  closely  engaged  in  their  crops,  as  well  as  the 
horses,  but  in  "the  course  of  a  few  days,  or  two  weeks  at  furthest,  there  will  be 
assembled  here,  or  at  such  point  as  may  be  designated,  a  respectable  mounted  force, 
if  not  the  whole  brigade  required,  as  the  feelings  of  the  people  seem  to  be  alive 

*  Nashville,  April  28,  1836.— The  reader  will  make  his  own  contrast  of  these 
views  of  Governor  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  with  those  of  Governor  White,  of  Louisiana, 
as  given  in  the  following  letter,  of  General  Macomb,  (No.  30.)  Governor  W.  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  independent  spirit  with  which  he  dares  to  express  the  truth,  though 
contrary  to  the  forced  hypothesis  and  interested  views  of  most  of  the  public  authorities 
in  the  entire  region  of  the  West  and  South-west.  This  rational,  just,  and  energetic 
stand  taken  by  the  Governor  of  the  state  bordering  upon  Texas,  viewed  in  connection 
with  the  recently  changed  condition  of  affairs  in  Texas — the  probability  of  another  attack 
from  the  Mexican  army  having  vanished  since  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and  General 
Jackson  having  just  received  a  communication  from  their  captive  president,  General 
Santa  Anna,  Nvith  proposals  of  pacification  for  Texas — all,  together  will  sufficiently  account 
for  the  readiness  with  which  the  whole  of  this  formidable  military  movement  came  to 
the  right-about,  as  shown  by  the  communication  (No.  31,)  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  the  Mexican  Minister,  with  General  Jackson's  letter  enclosed.  But  even  this  was 
another  exploit  of  diplomacy,  as  to  the  avowed  actions  of  the  government  ;  for  the  recruit- 
ing, and  other  military  preparations,  still  progressed  among  our  citizens. 
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to  their  duty  of  enterint^  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  required  by  this  com- 
munication, which  I  have  hastened  to  lay  bei'oie  you,  as  well  as  to  inlbrm  you  of 
the  course  I  am  pursuing,  in  order  that  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  Ids  views  ascertained  as  speedily  as  may  be  convenient  in  rela- 
tion thereto.  Despatch  seems  to  be  important,  and  the  mode  and  means  of  trans- 
porting these  volunteers  to  Natchitoches,  the  head  quarters  of  General  Gaines,  is  a 
matter,  it  seems  to  me,  worthy  of  some  consideration.  By  water,  with  the  aid  of 
steamboats,  to  a  certain  number  of  Hat  boats,  necessary  to  carry  the  horses,  I  have 
thought  would  be  most  expeditious.  In  the  event  the  Cumberland  should  be  too 
low,  they  should  embark  at  Randolph  or  Memphis,  and  go  as  far  u])  Red  river  as  to 
enable  them  to  obtain  a  land  passage  to  their  destination.  At  this  time  the  Missis- 
sippi is  unusually  high  so  as  to  inundate  a  large  portion  of  the  country  on  the  west 
side,  which  circumstance,  renders  a  passage  by  land  very  difficult.  Hence,  at  pre- 
sent, I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  their  transportation  by  water  should  be  pre- 
ferred. I  have  required  the  volunteers  to  engage  in  the  service  for  the  period  of 
six  months,  unless  sooner  discharged.  To  furnish  themselves  with  horses  and 
clothing  ;  each  company  to  elect  their  own  officers  ;  each  regiment  its  colonels  and 
majors,  and  the  brigade,  in  the  event  a  whole  brigade  should  assemble,  to  elect  their 
brigadier  general,  "it  is  expected  that  these  volunteers  will  offer  themselves,  and  be 
received  from  every  section  of  the  state,  from  east  to  west.  Hence,  some  expenses 
must  be  incurred  in  embodying  them  before  ^hey  leave  the  state,  as  well  as  trans- 
porting them  to  the  head  quarters  of  General  Gaines;  in  relation  to  which,  as  well 
as  other  matters  touching  the  requisition  made  by  the  commanding-general  on  me, 
and  the  course  which  I  am  now  earnestly  pursuing,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
service  of  our  country,  I  shall  feel  much  anxiety  to  learn,  as  fully  as  practicable,  the 
views  of  your  Department  of  the  General  Government ;  also  the  course  required  of 
me,  in  furnishing  the  transportation  and  subsistence  to  said  volunteers  that  will 
be  necessary,  to  any  given  point,  or  to  their  destination,  as  you  may  deem  expedient. 


No.  30. — From  Alex.  Mac o^ib.  Major- General  Commander-in-chief ,  to  Hon.  Lewis 
Cass,  Secretary  of  War.  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  April  25,  1836. 

Sir  : — I  arrived  here  the  day  before  yesterday.  It  was  not  long  after  my  arrival 
that  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing  his  excellency,  the  governor  of  the  state,  and  learned 
from  him  that  General  Gaines  had  made  a  requisition  on  him  for  a  brigade  of  volun- 
teers, partly  to  be  mounted  and  partly  on  foot.  This  force  the  General  deemed 
necessary  to  be  employed  in  checking  the  Caddo  Indians,  whom,  he  had  been 
informed,  were  about  entering  Texas,  to  act  against  the  citizens  of  that  state  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Mexican  authorities.  The  governor,  examining  the  laws  in 
reference  to  this  call  of  General  Gaines,  conceived  that  he  was  not  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  Louisiana,  or  those  of  the  United  States,  to  furnish  the  force  called  for;  nor 
did  he,  from  the  information  he  had  obtained,  believe  it  necessary  to  send  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  state  any  troops,  as  the  country  was  not  invaded,  nor  likely,  in  his 
opinion,  to  be  invaded  ;  and  further,  was  impressed  with  a  belief  that  it  was  a  scheme 
of  those  interested  in  the  Texian  speculations,  who  had  been  instrumental  in  making 
General  Gaines  believe  that  the  Mexican  authorities  were  tampering  with  the  Indians 
witliin  our  boundaries,  and  at  the  same  time  exciting,  by  false  representations  here, 
the  sympathies  of  the  people  in  favour  of  the  Texians,  with  a  view  of  inducing  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States  to  lend  their  aid  in  raising  in  this  city  a  force  com- 
posed of  interested  persons,  which  force  should  move  to  the  Texian  frontiers,  under 
the  call  of  General  Gaines,  and  afterwards,  under  false  pretensions,  actually  march 
into  Texas  and  take  part  in  the  war  now  raging  between  the  Texians  and  the 
government  of  Mexico ;  and  all  this  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  conse- 
quently with  the  implied  sanction  of  the  government.  Thus  giving  to  the  people  of 
Texas  the  hope  of  relying  on  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  their  protection 
and  support,  and  to  the  government  of  Mexico  a  positive  evidence  that  the  United 
States  were  actually  engaged,  contrary  to  the  treaty  stipulations,  in  a  war  against 
that  government. 

If  I  understand  the  instructions  of  General  Gaines,  as  communicated  to  him  before 
I  left  Washington,  it  was  his  duty  to  see  that  the  treaty  stipuh^tions  with  Mexico  were 
fulfilled ;  and  further,  that,  as  it  regarded  the  contending  parties,  to  preserve  a  perfect 
neutrality. 

I  met  here  Colonel  Darrington,  who  was  formerly  in  the  army,  and  who  gave  me 
the  information  which  you  will  find  in  the  enclosed  printed  paper,  marked  A.  He 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Caddo  Indians  cannot  be  concerned  in  attacking  the  Texians, 
and  that  they  are  but  few  in  number  and  quite  insignificant. 
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General  Gaines  has  at  his  disposal  the  3d,  6th,  and  7th  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
the  whole  of  the  reginaent  of  dragoons,  which  I  should  think  sufficient,  if  he  will 
properly  dispose  of  them,  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  instructions  without  calling  for 
the  brigade  of  volunteers  from  Louisiana. 

From  what  I  can  discover,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  to  extend  our 
military  establishment  at  once  to  20,000  men  instead  of  10,000,  as  it  has  been  proposed. 
The  conduct  of  the  Seminoles  will  have  its  influence  with  the  other  nations  and 
tribes,  and  knowing  the  restlessness  of  the  Indians,  and  their  proneness  to  war,  I  am 
persuaded  it  will  be  most  prudent  as  well  as  most  economical  to  raise  and  keep  up 
at  once  a  force  capable  of  effecting  promptly  any  course  proper  to  be  pursued  towards 
the  Indians  or  blacks,  in  case  of  insurrection,  and  at  the  same  time  to  defend  the 
maritime  frontier  against  foreign  attack. 


No.  31— Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza.     Washington.,  August  31,  1836. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  referring  to  the  notes 
addressed  to  the  department  by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  on  the  28th  ult.  and  4th  inst.  relative  to 
the  instructions  given  to  General  Gaines  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  between  the 
United  States  and  Texas,  has  now  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  dated  on  the  6th 
inst.  disapproving  the  requisition  of  Genera!  Gaines  for  a  militia  force.  It  is  not 
doubted  that  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  and  to  the  Mexican  government 

The  undersigned  requests  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  will  transmit  to  his  government  a 
copy  of  the  President's  letter,  which  it  is  hoped  will  render  unnecessary  any  other 
answer  to  Mr.  Gorostiza's  two  notes  above  mentioned. 

[Enclosure.]     The  President  of  the  United   States  to  the    Governor  of  Tennessee, 

Hermitage,  August  6,  1836. 

Sir  : — I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th  nit.  and  the  4th  instant,  accom- 
panied by  the  copies  of  communications  which  were  addressed  to  you  on  the  4th  of 
May  and  25th  of  July  by  the  secretary  of  war,  and  also  accompanied  by  your  pro- 
clamation of  the  20th,  founded  on  the  requisition  made  by  General  Gaines,  bearing 
date  the  28th  of  June  last.  The  documents  referred  to  in  the  communication  to 
you  of  the  25th  ult.  from  the  War  Department,  have  not  yet  been  received. 

The  obligations  of  our  treaty  with  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  general  principles  which 
govern  our  intercourse  with  foreign  powers,  require  us  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality 
in  the  contest  which  now  agitates  a  part  of  that  republic.  So  long  as  Mexico  fulfils 
her  duties  to  us  as  they  are  defined  by  the  treaty,  and  violates  none  of  the  rights 
which  are  secured  by  it  to  our  citizens,  any  act  on  the  part  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  which  would  tend  to  foster  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  her  govern- 
ment and  laws,  whatever  may  be  their  character  or  form,  when  administered 
within  her  own  limits  and  jurisdiction,  would  be  unauthorized  and  highly  improper. 
A  scrupulous  sense  of  these  obligations  has  prevented  me  thus  far  from  doing  any 
thing  which  can  authorize  the  suspicion  that  our  government  is  unmindful  of  them, 
and  I  hope  to  be  equally  cautious  and  circumspect  in  all  my  future  conduct.  It  is 
in  reference  to  these  obligations  that  the  requisition  of  General  Gaines  in  the  present 
instance  must  be  considered;  and  unless  there  is  a  stronger  necessity  for  it,  should 
not  be  sanctioned.  Should  this  necessity  not  be  manifest,  when  it  is  well  known 
that  the  disposition  to  befriend  the  Texians  is  a  common  feeling  with  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  obvious  that  that  requisition  may  furnish  a  reason  to  Mexico 
for  supposing  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  be  induced  by  inade- 
quate causes  to  overstep  the  lines  of  the  neutrality  which  it  professes  to  maintain. 

Before  I  left  Washington  General  Gaines  intimated  to  the  Department  of  War 
that  some  indications  of  hostilities  from  the  Indians  on  our  western  frontier  had  been 
made,  and  that  if  it  became  necessary  he  should  make  a  call  for  the  militia.  He  had 
also  informed  the  department  of  his  ill  health,  and  asked  for  a  furlough  to  enable 
him  to  visit  the  White  Sulphur  Springs.  I  directed  the  secretary  of  war  to  grant 
him  the  furlough,  and  to  inform  him  of  the  apportionment  which  had  been  made  of 
the  10,000  militia  under  the  volunteer  act,  and  if  the  emergency  should  arise  which 
would  make  it  necessary  to  increase  the  force  under  his  command,  that  a  thousand 
volunteers  in  Arkansas,  and  another  in  Missouri,  raised  agreeably  to  this  act,  would 
be  enrolled  and  held  ready  for  the  service. 

This  force,  aided  by  the  portions  of  the  dragoon  regiments  that  would  be  stationed 
in  that  quarter,  and  those  of  the  regular  army  already  there,  was  deemed  amply 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  near  the  Indians  referred  to.    There  are 
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no  reasons  set  forth  in  the  requisition  which  the  General  has  since  made  upon  you, 
to  justify  the  belief  that  the  force  above  enumerated  will  be  insufficient,  and  I  cannot 
therefore  sanction  it  at  the  present  time.  To  sanction  that  requisition  for  the 
reasons  whicli  accoraj)any  it,  would  warrant  the  belief  that  it  was  done  to  aid  Texas, 
and  not  from  a  desire  to  prevent  an  infringement  of  our  territorial  or  national  rights. 

I  deeply  regret  that  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  whose  prowess  and  patriotism  are 
displayed  so  promptly  on  all  occasions  that  threaten  the  peace  or  safety  of  their 
beloved  country,  have  been  called  out  on  this  occasion  witliout  proper  consideration. 
They  can  for  the  present  only  be  mustered  into  the  service  and  discharged.  If 
there  are  funds  appropriated  out  of  which  they  can  be  paid,  an  order  to  this  effect 
will  be  given. 

The  ten  thousand  volunteers  authorized  under  the  late  act  of  Congress  are  intended 
for  one  year's  service,  and  must  be  employed  to  meet  all  necessary  calls  for  the 
defence  of  our  frontier  borders.  Should  the  occasion  arise  for  a  greater  number  on 
the  western  frontier,  the  call  \nll  be  made  on  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
There  is,  however,  no  information  to  justify  the  apprehension  of  hostilities  to  any 
serious  extent  from  the  western  Indians.  Should  a  necessity  arise,  the  brigade  from 
East  Tennessee  will  be  ordered  to  the  western  frontier  as  soon  as  their  services  can 
be  dispensed  with  where  they  are  now  employed. 

I  would  barely  add  further,  that  the  authority  given  you  by  the  order  of  the  4th 
of  May,  having"been  satisfied,  by  yielding  to  the  requisition  of  General  Gaines,  a 
new  authority  from  the  Department  of  War  was  necessary  to  authorize  you  to 
comply  with  that  of  the  2Sth  of  June. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  having  adopted,  in  regard  to  Mexico  and 
Texas,  the  same  rule  of  neutrality  which  had  been  observed  in  all  similar  cases 
before,  it  w^as  not  to  have  been  expected  that  General  Gaines  should  have  based  his 
requisition  for  additional  military  force  on  reasons  plainly  inconsistent  with  the 
obligations  of  that  rule.  Should  Mexico  insult  our  national  Hag,  invade  our  territory, 
or  interrupt  our  citizens  in  the  lawful  pursuits  which  are  guaranteed  to  them  by  the 
treaty,  then  the  government  will  promptly  repel  the  insult,  and  take  speedy  repara- 
tion for  the  injury.  But  it  does  not  seem  that  offences  of  this  character  have  been 
committed  by  Mexico,  or  were  believed  to  have  been  by  General  Gaines. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON". 

HU  Excellency y  N.  Cannon,  Governor  of  Tennessee. 


No.  32. — Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth.    Philadelphia,  September  3,  1836. 

The  undersigned  was  so  immediately  convinced  of  the  importance  of  the  docu- 
ment to  which  the  Secretary  of  State  refers  in  his  note  of  the  31st  of  August,  that 
he  had  already,  on  the  19th  of  that  month,  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  his  govern- 
ment. By  this  means,  its  contents  will  soon  be  known  in  Mexico,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  undersigned  may  then  be  enabled  to  estimate  fully  the  purity  of  the 
international  doctrine  there  laid  down  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
justice  with  which  he  applies  this  doctrine  in  the  present  emergency.  Even  with- 
out this  [exposition  of  international  doctrine,]  the  mere  fact  of  the  President  having 
disapproved  the  requisition  of  General  Gaines,  would,  of  itself  suffice,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  undersigned,  to  cause  its  announcement  to  be  received  with  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion in  Mexico,  as  the  assembling  of  so  many  American  troops  on  the  very  frontier 
of  Texas,  although  it  would  be  perfectly  legal  so  long  as  confined  to  the  known 
limits  of  the  United  States,  could  not,  but  in  time,  occasion  displeasure  and  alarm 
with  regard  to  the  possible  consequences.  Of  the  latter,  none  would  have  been  more 
probable  than  the  organization  of  a  system  of  progressive  desertion,  in  favour  of  the 
Texians,  and  by  means  of  their  agents.  Who  can  deny  the  possibility  of  such  a 
case,  if  he  for  a  moment  consider  the  excitement  of  the  period,  and  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  localities  ?  But,  although  the  spirit  and  the  words  of  the  President's 
letter  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee  be  praiseworthy,  and  may  be.  attended  with 
beneficial  effects  with  regard  to  the  future  maintenance  of  a  position  and  strict  neu- 
trality on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  during  the  disturbances  in  Texas,  yet  the 
undersigned  regrets  exceedingly  that  he  must  dissent  from  the  opinion  expressed  by 
Mr.  Forsyth  at  the  end  of  his  said  note  of  the  31st  ultimo.  For,  in  order  that  the 
Department  of  State  should  not  consider  it  necessary  to  answer  the  notes  of  the  under- 
signed, dated  the  28th  of  July,  and  the  4th  of  August,  there  must  be  some  paragraph 
in  the  said  letter  of  the  President's  which  would  serve  as  a  reply  to  the  question 
urged  in  those  notes  ;  and  the  undersigned,  though  he  was  anxious  to  find  such  a 
paragraph,  has  been  unable  to  do  so.  It  is  true  that  the  President  there  disapproves 
the  requisition  made  by  General  Gaines  on  the  28th  of  June,  and  of  the  reasons  on 
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■which  it  was  based ;  and,  that  he  likewise  disapproves  the  conduct  of  the  Governor 
of  Tennessee,  in  considering  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  4th  of  May  still 
in  force.  But  is  it  also  to  be  understood  that  the  President  withdraws,  or  will  with- 
draw, from  General  Gaines,  the  authorization  which  he  had  given  him  on  the  25th 
of  April,  and  had  confirmed  on  the  11th  of  July,  to  advance  with  his  troops  as  far  as 
Nacogdoches  ?  If  Mr.  Forsyth  can  answer  the  undersigned  in  the  affirmative,  he 
will  be  fully  satisfied,  and  will,  in  fact,  acknowledge  that  there  is  no  need  of  Mr. 
Forsyth's  again  occupying  himself  with  those  notes. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  tlie  honourable  Mr. 
John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state  of  these  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  distin- 
guished consideration. 


No.  33.— Mr.  Goeostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth.     Philadelphia,  September  9,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  from  what  he  reads  in  various  newspapers,  has  cause  to  fear  that 
General  Dunlap  is  engaged  in  enlisting  a  considerable  number  of  volunteers  in  Ten- 
nessee, who  are  to  march  to  Texas  under  his  orders.  The  Vicksburg  Register  goes 
so  far  as  to  state,  that  their  number  already  amounts  to  three  thousand,  and  that  they 
are  all  armed,  having  been  previously  intended  for  the  war  in  Florida.  It  is  like- 
wise added,  that  they  are  on  the  eve  of  departure  for  that  destination.  Although  the 
undersigned  believes  that  this  scandalous  proceeding,  if  certain,  will  have  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  district  attorney  of  that  district,  he  nevertheless  thinks  proper  to 
denounce  it  to  the  honourable  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state  of  these  United 
States,  in  order  that  it  may  be  verified,  opposed,  and  chastised  according  to  the  laws. 

The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Forsyth  will  act  with  the  utiiiost  prompti- 
tude in  an  affair  which  is  of  such  magnitude,  and  which,  if  prosecuted  to  the  end 
proposed,  will  be  so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  neutrality  adopted  by 
the  government  of  these  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  honourable  John 
Forsyth,  the  secretary  of  state  of  these  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

The  reader  will  be  astonished  to  learn  that  the  foregoing 
extracts  constitute  only  a  small  part  of  this  class  of  documents. 
But  the  whole  of  them  being  of  the  same  tenour  and  import, 
though  in  their  winding  up  perhaps  more  aggravated  than  those 
here  detailed,  I  will  not  draw  further  upon  them,  as  the  above 
will  suffice  to  establish  the  character  of  'duplicity  and  hostility' 
charged  in  another  quarter  upon  the  Jacksonian  diplomacy  to- 
wards Mexico.  Indeed  these  specimens  exhibit  the  most  signal 
evidences  of  the  over-reaching  skill  of  an  unrivalled  master  in  the 
duplicity  of  Forsyth-Jackson- Van-Buren  diplomacy  which 
even  puts  machiavelism  itself  to  the  blush.  So  perfect  was  its 
success  for  the  time  upon  the  sagacious  and  erudite  mind  of  the 
Mexican  Minister,  that  he  was  induced  by  a  sensitive  heart  over- 
flowing with  the  illusory  gleam  of  better  neighbourship,  to  ex- 
press in  his  last  quoted  letter  to  Mr.  Forsyth  referring  to  that  of 
Gen'l  Jackson  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee,  his  self-gratulations 
that  his  government  would  now  be  'enabled  to  estimate  fully  the 
purity  of  the  international  doctrine  there  laid  down  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  justice  with  which  he  applies 
this  doctrine  to  the  present  emergency.''  'Even  without  this,'  he 
adds,  'the  mere  fact  of  the  president's  having  disapproved  the 
requisition  of  General  Gaines,  would  of  itself  suffice,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,'  &c.  This  was  only  a  fell  delusion 
practised  upon  the  '•unpractised''  mind  of  the  minister.  But  the 
gratification  of  Mr.  Gorostiza  was  so  great  at  this  seeming  disap- 
probation of  General  Gaines'  requisition  and  the  prospect  of  its 
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being  receded  from  in  good  faith,  that  he  seemed  even  indined 
to  over-look  the  fact  that  these  requisitions  on  the  neighbouring 
states,  with  the  authority  to  advance  into  the  Mexican  territory, 
had  been  conveyed  to  General  Gaines  by  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  of  the  25th  of  April,  1836,  under  the  special  order  of 
the  president.  The  entire  circumvention  of  the  highly  talented 
but  'unpractised'  Mexican  Minister,  by  the  combined  arts  and 
cunning  of  General  Jackson  and  his  ministers  of  State  and  War, 
reminds  me  of  nothing  half  so  forcibly,  as  of  the  case  of  a  young 
collegiate,  who,  on  his  graduation  in  tlie  sciences,  and  attaining 
to  years  of  reputed  maturity,  just  commencing  the  world  with 
a  large  patrimony,  falls  into  the  hands  of  an  association  of  gentle- 
men-sharpers and  black-legs,  who  fleece  him  out  of  his  posses- 
sions with  such  elegant  and  practised  adroitness  as  to  impress 
him  with  the  deepest  sense  of  their  gentlemanly  conduct  in  the 
whole  aifair;  for  which,  he,  in  the  courtly  characteristic  good 
breeding  of  his  ingenuous  life,  tenders  them  his  most  gracious 
acknowledgments,  with  a  perfect  resignation  to  the  loss  of  his 
money,  while  he  felt  that  his  honour  v;as  safe;  and  was  doubly 
cheated  into  the  same  belief  of  his  circumventors  !  ! 


CHAPTER  V. 

Of  the  analogy  hetioeen  the  several  conspiracies  of  cilizens  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  conquests  of  friendly  neighbouring  powers, 
and  particularly  of  the  two  conspiracies  against  Mexico. 

From  the  reflections  and  the  documentary  evidences  exhibited 
in  the  foregoing  chapter,  the  obvious  conclusion  is,  that  General 
Jackson  must  have  been  actuated  by  some  extraordinary  secret 
impulses  connected  with  the  i^iception  and  prosecution  of  the 
nefarious,  wicked,  and  piratical  enterprise  of  General  Houston 
against  the  integrity  of  the  Mexican  dominions.  A  more  search- 
ing analysis  of  the  past,  going  back  as  far  as  Burr's  conspiracy, 
will  probably  throw  some  further  light  upon  this  aspect  of  the 
matter  in  hand.  There  is  one  prominent  transaction,  or  rather 
a  series  of  connected  passages  in  General  Jackson's  prime  of  life, 
associated  with  that  conspiracy,  which  upon  proper  scrutiny 
may  reveal  as  clearly  and  conclusively  as  circumstantial  and 
constructive  evidence  can  do,  the  real  cause  of  his  mysterious 
forbearance,  pertinacious  ignorance,  and  double  diplomacy,  to 
stave  off"  any  recognition  of  the  truth  in  relation  to  this  latter 
conspiracy,  until  its  ends  should  be  accomplished,  let  come 
whatever  revelations  time  might  bring  to  light  concerning  it, 
afterwards. 
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I  have  already  adverted  to  the  fact  of  General  Jackson's  fami- 
liarity with  all  the  plans  of  Burr's  conspiracy,  and  at  the  proba- 
bility of  his  connivance  at  the  Houston  enterprise  as  an  emana- 
tion of  that  conspiracy.  But  the  more  I  turn  over  and  re-exa- 
mine this  subject  in  all  its  parts,  the  more  firmly  am  I  convinced 
not  only  that  it  constitutes  part  and  parcel  of  the  original  con- 
spiracy of  Burr,  but  that  General  Jackson  was  both  a  prominent 
participator  in  the  first,  and  the  principal  reviver  of  it  in  that  of 
Houston,  who  was  only  the  keen  and  well-tempered  instrument 
to  execute  the  design. 

I  am  sensible  that  the  bare  superficial  contemplation  of  this 
aspect  of  the  subject  is  sufficient  to  fill  the  mind  of  every  lover 
of  his  country  and  his  country's  honour,  with  the  mortifying 
reflection,  that  this  infant  and  promising  republic,  ere  she  has 
well  numbered  three  score  and  two  years  of  her  national  exis- 
tence, has  already  seen  four  attempts  of  the  restless  portion  of 
her  citizens  to  despoil  the  territorial  dominions,  or  revolutionize 
and  subvert  the  governments  of  her  immediate  neighbours,  sub- 
sisting treaties  of  peace  and  amity  between  them ;  and  each 
instance  more  or  less  implicating  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  some' shape  or  other,  through  her  officers  of  every 
grade,  up  to  the  supreme  Executive  himself* 

But  few  of  the  present  generation  have  any  knowledge  of  the 
scheme  of  Miranda  and  his  confederates,  fitted  out  in  New  York 
in  the  fall  of  1805,  against  certain  Spanish  provinces  of  South 
America,  to  be  fitted  out  in  ports  of  the  U.  States,  and  to  rendez- 
vous at  Caraccas.  Not  many  more  have  a  correct  knowledge  of 
the  double  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr  and  his  confederates  against 
Mexico  and  the  integrity  of  this  Union,  to  rendezvous  on  the 
Mississippi,  which,  in  all  probability  derived  the  nucleus  or  germ 
of  its  conception  from  that  of  Miranda.  Still,  more  marvellous  to 
tell,  there  are  hardly  a  dozen  persons,  who,  though  living  in  the 
same  era,  and  eye-witnesses  of  many  of  the  facts  in  the  case, 
will  acknowledge  any  acquaintance  with  the  origin  and  mode  of 
conducting  the  more  recent  and  successful  enterprise  of  General 
Houston  and  his  confederates,  to  rendezvous  on  the  same  waters 
clearly  formed  on  the  model  of  that  of  Aaron  Burr,  embracing 
the  same  objects,  and  with  but  little  variation  from  it,  except 
what  was  dictated  by  his  adverse  experience :  While  that  of  Bill 
Johnson  and  others,  exciting  the  Canadians  to  rebellion,  has 
been  favoured  with  the  extraordinary  consternation  of  the  exe- 
cutive, and  has  stimulated  the  most  active  military  movements 

*  More  or  less  implicating  the  government  and  its  officers  up  to  the  supreme  Executive 
himself. — These  imputations,  though  falsely  alleged  at  first,  in  order  to  favour  the 
designs  of  the  conspirators,  were  verified  at  last,  in  the  person  of  one  of  the  original 
confederates,  who,  having  learnt  by  the  experience  of  former  adventures,  the  great 
accession  of  strength  sucli  an  impression  imparts  to  such  enterprises,  and  having 
reached  ihe  platform  of  Archimedes,  in  this  regard,  resolved  to  give  the  newly 
modelled  scheme  of  Houston,  all  the  play  that  Executive  connivance  could  afford  it, 
and  if  that  should  not  suffice,  to  add  force  to  fraud  ! 
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on  that  frontier,  with  a  prodigal  increase  of  the  army,  for  an 
emergency  that  could  not  endure  a  month — all  of  which  farcical 
displays,  attracting  general  pubhc  notoriety,  have  not,  indeed, 
been  perpetrated  so  much  in  honour  of  the  contemptible  charac- 
ter of  this  onad project,  as  to  propitiate  the  amicable  relations  and 
conciliate  the  possible  umbrage  of  the  formidable  power  against 
which  a  handful  of  our  ambitious  malcontents  were  tilling. 
The  consolation  which  we  have,  as  a  nation,  under  the  unjust 
tendency  of  these  grimaces  for  a  time  to  inflict  a  stain  on  our 
national  honour,  is,  that  history  will  show  they  are  not  a  fair 
expression  of  the  spirit  of  the  nation  in  the  aggregate  republican 
character  of  our  people,  since  they  have  heretofore,  and  are  ever 
destined  continually  to  receive  the  decisive  rebuke  of  public  sen- 
timent, even  when  abetted  by  the  coiinivance  of  the  most  exalt- 
ed organ  of  their  government.  Or,  may  a  future  administration 
make  shorter  work  of  its  expurgation,  by  the  application  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  own  rule,  that  each  succeeding  administration  may 
denounce  and  repudiate  the  national  disgrace  incurred  by  its 
predecessor. 

Of  these  conspiracies  projected  or  patronized  by  the  unworthy 
or  the  misguided  and  deluded  portion  of  our  citizens,  I  shall 
necessarily  confine  myself  to  a  brief  notice  of  that  of  Aaron 
Burr,*  as  the  prototype  of  the  Houston  conspiracy ;  which  I 

*I     SHALL   NECESSARILY    CONFINE   MYSELF   TO   A   BRIEF    NOTICE   OF     THAT    OF     AaRON 

Burr. — It  will  nevertheless  be  satisfactory  to  most  readers,  to  see  subjoined  here,  in  the 
form  of  a  note,  the  rapid  sketch  and  just  commentary,  equally  applicable  to  all  those 
marauding  schemes,  as  is  given  in  the  first  of  a  series  of  letters,  being  'the  history  of 
General  Miranda's  expedition,  by  a  gentlemen,  who  was  an  officer  under  that  General, 
to  his  friend  in  the  United  States.'— iJosfo?i,  1809,  1   vol.  12mo.  viz  : 

Letter  I. — ^Commencement  of  the  Expedition — Ship  and  Commander — Author's 
views  and  expectations  in  joining  Miranda— Supposed  destination — Reasons  for 
believing  the  enterprise  sanctioned  by  the  government  of  the  Vynted  States.'' 

'Ship  Leander,  at  sea,  February  5,  1806. 
'Dear  Friend  : — Public  rumour  has  probably  given  you  some  information  of  a  mys- 
terious expedition,  said  to  be  fitting  out  in  New  York  under  the  auspices  of  a  celebrated 
character.  I  have  been  persuaded  by  my  friend  Mr.  *****,  to  commit  myself  to  the 
chances  of  an  enterprise,  at  once  extraordinary  and  dangerous  ;  and  to  leave  my  own 
country  once  more,  in  hope  of  honour  and  its  rewards.  You  may,  perhaps,  fear  that  I 
have  been  seduced  by  the  glitter  of  fair  promises,  or  the  allurements  of  novelty  ;  or  prompt- 
ed by  a  spirit  of  adventure,  to  speculate  too  largely  on  the  favours  of  fortune.  It  may 
be  so  ;  but  I  have  deliberated  much  on  the  subject,  and  think  I  am  justified  in  the  reso- 
lution I  have  taken.  I  confess,  however,  that  in  forming  it,  the  opinion  of  men  whose 
fortunes  and  characters  are  staked  on  the  issue,  had  great  authority.' — 'W^e  have  been  out 
three  days,  the  wind  blowing  hard  all  the  time,  till  within  two  hours. 

'I  begin  my  epistolary  journal  by  informing  you,  that  the  Leander  is  a  ship  of  about 
two  hundred  tons  burthen,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Lewis,  who  is  reputed  to  be 
a  man  of  intrepidity,  and  a  thorough  master  of  his  profession.' — 'There  are  nearly  two 
hundred  souls  on  board.' — 'You  naturally  inquire  what  is  the  destination  of  this  ship  .'' 
what  do  we  propose,  and  whither  are  we  going  .■'  I  am  unable  to  give  a  positive  answer 
to  either  of  these  questions  ;  for  only  a  few  confidential  persons  concerned  are  let  into 
the  secret  ;  nor  do  I  know  the  extent  of  that  knowledge  relating  to  it,  that  possibly 
might  be  obtained,  were  I  to  make  it  my  business  to  importune  for  particular  informa- 
tion. I  deem  it  proper  at  this  moment  to  suffer  my  curiosity  to  remain  unsatisfied  till 
the  period  arrives  when  inquiry  will  not  be  considered  impertinent,  or  an  exposure  of  our 
plans  and  intentions  impolitic.  This,  I  apprehend,  will  shortly  be  the  case.  I,  for  one, 
and  7nost  others,  have  embarked  upon  general  information  that  more  shall  be  disclosed 
at  a  suitable  season.     We  rely  much  on  our  leader  and  on  those  who  have  recommended 
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shalJ  show  by  a  parallel  of  the  prominent  incidents  of  each,  and 
the  identity  of  individuals  connected  with  both,  that  they  have 
the  same  affinity  to  each  other  as  cause  and  eifect,  if  they  are 
not  in  reality  as  identical  as  one  and  the  same  plot  postponed 
and  revived. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  condensed 
from  Hening  and  Munford's  report  of  his  trial,  will  prepare  the 
public  mind  to  lay  a  proper  estimate  on  the  parallel  I  shall  give 
of  that  which  was  afterwards  formed  upon  its  model — whereof 
the  diplomacy,  too,  was  carried  on  in  nearly  the  self-same  de- 
ciphered cryptography,  sealed  with  the  sacred  obligation  oi  oaths 
of  secrecy^  sacrilegiously  perverted  to  the  concealment  of  vile 
purposes,  in  lieu  of  their  ordinary  legitimate  charge  'to  tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth' — and,  more- 
over, 'to  be  faithful  to  the  laws  and  the  constitution/  viz : 

Mm  to  our  confidence.  We  know  enough  not  to  be  an^ry  with  ourselves  for  joining  the 
undertaking.  We  imagine  and  conjecture  more.  Generally,  I  can  say  we  are  engaged 
in  an  expedition  to  some  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions,  probably,  in  South  America, 
tcith  a  view  to  assist  the  inhabitants  in  throwing  off  the  oppressive  yoke  of  the  parent 
country,  and  establish  a  government  for  themselves,  upon  which  we  are  told  by  our 
General,  they  have  resolved  ;  and  for  which,  he  says,  they  are  entirely  disposed  and 
prepared.  For  this  purpose,  the  Leander  was  engaged  and  fitted  out,  as  we  understand, 
by  the  credit  and  funds  of  Don  Francisco  de  Miranda,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
expedition.  The  vessel  is  laden  with  arms  of  various  descriptions,  ammunition,  clothing, 
and  every  kind  of  military  equipage  necessary  for  a  campaign.  A  number  of  Americans, 
some  of  them  gentlemen  and  persons  of  good  standing  in  society,  though,  mostly  I  believe, 
oj"  crooked  fortunes,  have  embarked.  Few  of  us  before  entering  the  ship,  saw  our  leader, 
but  had  our  communication  with  those  who  were  his  acknoicledged  agents  and  ad- 
vocates.''— 'Do  you  ask,  whether  our  taking  a  part  in  this  enterprise  consist*  JcifA  owr 
relation  to  our  country,  or  with  moral  right,  to  say  nothing  of  common  discretion  .''  I 
hope  it  is  inconsistent  with  neither.  I  will  not  say  that  there  are  not  some  of  our  com- 
panions desperate  or  base  enough  to  disregard  these  weighty  considerations.  Perhaps 
it  is  matter  of  indifference  to  many  of  the  volunteers  in  what  cause  they  act,  if  it  do 
but  promise  them  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves  by  martial  achievements, 
and  afford  a  chance  of  acquiring  some  portion  o/the  riches  supposed  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  UNWORTHY  POSSESSORS  IN  THE  SOUTH.  By  the  issue  of  this  undertaking  they  can 
hardly  lose,  and  may  gain.  But  the  greater  number  of  those  who  can  look  for  high 
PLACES,  or  LARGE  EMOLUMENTS,  are  not  desperadoes,  though  they  are  adventurers',  and 
although  they  are  willing  from  situation  or  temper,  to  try  a  bold  and  hazardous  scheme, 
it  would  be  illiberal  as  well  as  unjust,  to  infer  that  they  would  act  an  unprincipled  or 

DISHONOURABLE    PART  !  ! 

'We  are  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  our  government  [the  United  States]  has  given 
its  implied  sanction  to  this  expedition,  and  this  circumstance,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  official  language  of  the  President,  and  the  known  sentiments  of  some  of  the  political 
party  that  now  prevails,  leads  us  to  suppose  that  our  government  e.xpects  or  intends,  very 
soon,  explicitly  to  authorize  the  use  of  force  against  Spain.  Under  such  impressions,  we 
think  we  shall  not  be  called  to  account  as  violating  the  pacific  relations  of  the  United 
States.  The  project  of  appearing  for  the  relief  of  the  oppressed,  under  the  banner  of  a 
celebrated  chief,  who  is  said  to  be  their  greatest  friend  and  favourite  ;  of  lending  our  assis- 
tance to  found  an  independent  state,  in  extensive,  fertile,  and  populous  regions,  where  the 
spirit  of  the  people  is  crushed,  and  the  resources  of  nature  are  kept  down  by  a  vile  colo- 
nial policy,  presents  itself  to  our  imaginations  and  hearts  in  the  most  attractive  light,  and 
makes  us  rejoice  that  it  has  fallen  to  our  lot,  to  attempt  the  deliverance  of  a  large  portion 
of  our  fellow  men.  We  flatter  ourselves  it  is  honourable  and  humane  to  be  thus  engaged  : 
still  I  am  sensible  that  7iothing  short  of  complete  success  will  insure  such  a  design  the 
approbation  of  the  mass  of  mankind.  If  we  succeed,  our  fame  will  take  care 
OF  ITSELF.  To  quiet  the  revoltings  of  our  humanity,  and  satisfy  us  that  we  are  not 
going  upon  cruel  work,  we  are  told  that  a  revolution  can  take  place  in  the  country  pro- 
posed, with  little  violence,  and  perhaps,  without  the  loss  of  much  blood  !' — 'It  is  also 
intimated,  that  we  shall  receive,  as  far  as  occasion  shall  require,  the  countenance  and 
co-operation  of  the  British  !  After  all,  it  must  be  confessed,  we  may  be  'plucking  a 
thousand  dangers  on  our  heads  ;'  but  we  presume  our  conductor  knows  what  he  is  doing, 
and  will  lead  us  to  great  exploits  and  splendid  fortunes  I !' 
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'At  a  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  held  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  May  term, 
(coininencihtr  the  22d  May.)  1807,  John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  and  Cyrus  'Griffin, 
District  Judi^e,  on  the  bench.'* 

[After  tedious  procecdin-^s  according  to  form,  and  adjournments  from  day  to  day.] 

'On  Wednesday,  June  24th,  1807,  the  grand  jury  (of  which  John  Randolph  was 
foreman)  appeared  in  court,  and  presented — 

'An  indictment  against  Aaron  Burr  for  treason,  a  true  bill.'     Also, 

'An  indictment  against  Aaron  Burr  for  a  misdemeanour,  a  true  bill.' 

Here  is  a  brief  abstract  of  the  testimony  of  General  Eaton  and  of  Commodore 
Truxton,  with  a  few  extracts  of  documents  connected  with  the  subject. 

[General  Eaton,  a  witness  against  the  accused,  saidf]  — 

'Concerning  certain  transactions  said  to  have  happened  at  Blannerhasset's  Island, 
[alleged  in  the  indictment,]  I  know  nothing.  Concerning  Col.  Burr's  expressions, 
and  his  tr'^asonable  intentions,  I  know  much ;  and  it  is  to  these,  my  evidence  relates.' 

'Mr.  Marti.v  interrupted  the  witness,  and  asked  the  court  whether  the  witness 
could  go  into  evidence  of  any  transactions  distinct  from  that  stated  [in  the  indict- 
ment] to  have  taken  place  at  Blannerhassett's  Island  ?' 

'The  Chief  Justice  said,  'that  any  proof  of  intention  formed  before  the  act 
itself,  if  relevant  to  that  act,  may  be  admitted.  One  witness  may  prove^tho  intention 
at  one  time,  and  another  witness  may  prove  it  at  another  time,  so  as  to  prove  the 
co«<irtim«ce  of  the  intention  throughout  the  whole  transaction;  and  therefore,  proof 
of  very  remote  intentions  may  be  relevant  to  this  particular  act.' 

'General  Eato.v  continued. — 'During  the  winter  of  1805-6,  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, Colonel  Burr  signified  to  me,  that  he  was  organizing  a  secret  expedition,  to 
be  moved  against  the  Spanish  provinces  on  the  south-west  frontier  of  the  United 
States.     I  understood,  under  the  authority  of  the  general  government.  *  * 

Under  impressions  like  these,  [that  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable,]  I  did  engage 
to  embark  in  the  enterprise,  and  did  pledge  my  faith  to  Colonel  Burr.  *  • 

At  length,  from  certaiii  indistinct  impressions  and  inuendoes,  I  a<imitted  a  suspicion 
that  Colonel  Burr  had  other  projects.  He  used  strong  expressions  of  reproach  against 
the  administration  of  the  general  government ;  accused  them  of  want  of  character, 
want  of  energy,  and  want  of  gratitude.  He  seemed  desirous  of  irritating  my  resent- 
ment by  reiterating  certain  injurious  strictures  cast  upon  me  on  the  floor  of  Congress 
on  account  of  certain  transactions  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  by  dilating  on  the  inju- 
ries which  I  had  sustained  from  the  delays  [of  the  government]  in  adjusting  my 
account  for  moneys  advanced  for  the  United  States,  (for  maintaining  the  war  with 
Tripoli,  while  I  was  consul  at  Tunis;)  and  talked  of  pointing  out  to  me  modes  of 
honourable  indemnitij.X  *  *  I  listened  to  Colonel  Burr's  mode  of  indemnity,  (the 
permanent  rank  and  emolument  to  be  assigned  to  me,  in  the  fidl  confidence  that  he 
should  erect  a  government,  of  which  he  was  to  be  the  chief:  which  was  so  often  and 
so  strongly  repeated,  that  I  could  not  misunderstand  him;§)  and,  as  I  had  by  this 
time  begun  to  suspect  that  the  military  expedition  he  had  on  foot  was  unlawful,  I 
permitted  him  to  believe  myself  resigned  to  his  influence,  that  I  mi^ht  understand  the 
extent  and  motive  of  his  arrangements.  Colonel  Burr  now  laid  open  his  project  of 
revolutionizing  the  territory  west  of  the  Alleghany,  establishing  an  independent 
empire  there,  New  Orleans  to  be  the  capital,  and  he  himself  to  be  chief;  organizing 
a  military  force  on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and  carrying  conquest  to 
Mexico. II  *  *  I  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  such  a  project  was  already  so 
far  organized  as  to  be  dangerous,  and  that  it  would  require  an  effort  to  suppress  it. 
For,  in  addition  to  positive  assurances  that  Colonel  Burr  had,  of  assistance  and  co- 
operation, he  said  that  the  vast  extent  of  territory  of  the  United  States  beyond  the 
mountains,  which  otTered  to  adventurers,  together  with  a  view  of  the  mines  of  Mexi- 
co, would  bring  adherents  to  him  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union.  The  situation 
which  these  communications  and  the  impressions  they  made  upon  me,  placed  me  in, 
was  peculiarly  delicate.  I  had  no  overt  act  to  produce  against  Colonel  Burr.  He 
had  given  me  nothing  on  paper;  nor  did  I  know  of  any  person  in  the  vicinity  who 
had  received  similar  communications,  and  whose  testimony  might. support  mine. 
He  bad  mentioned  to  me  none  as  principally  and  directly  engaged  with  him,  but 
General  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Alston,  (his  son-in-law,)  and  Ephraim  Kibby .11    *     *    Mr. 

•  Hening  and  Munford's  report  of  the  trial,  page  G.  jj  Ibid,  page  29. 

t  Ibid,  page  26.         \  Ibid,  page  23.         §  Ibid,  page  34.  IT  Ibid,  page  30. 
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Burr  talked  of  this  revolution  as  a  matter  of  right  inherent  in  the  people,  and  consti- 
tutional— a  revolution  which  would  rather  be  advantageous  than  detrimental  to  the 
Atlantic  states— a  revolution  which  must,  eventually  take  flace  ;  and  for  the  ope- 
ration of  which  the  present  crisis  was  peculiarly  favourable  ;  that  there  was  no  energy 
to  be  dreaded  in  the  general  government;  and  his  conversations  denoted  a  confidence 
that  he  should  meet  with  no  opposition  at  New  Orleans,  for  the  army  and  the  chief 
citizens  of  that  place  were  ready  to  receive  him.  On  the  solitary  ground  upon 
•which  I  stood,  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  conduct  myself,  but  at  no  loss  as  respected  my 
duty.  I  durst  not  place  my  lonely  testimony  in  the  balance  against  the  iccight  of  Col. 
Burr's  character,  for,  by  turning  the  tables  upon  me,  which  I  thought  any  man  capa- 
ble of  such  a  project  was  capable  of  doing,  /  should  sink  under  that  weight.  I  resolv- 
ed, therefore,  to  obtain  the  removal  of  Colonel  Burr  from  this  country.  *  *  Ac- 
cordingly, I  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United  States.  *  *  The  President 
asked  where  he  should  send  him.  I  said  to  England  or  Madrid.  The  President, 
without  any  positive  expression,  seemed  to  think  the  trust  too  important,  and  to  have 
a  doubt  about  the  integrity  of  Col.  Burr.  *  *  I  said  to  him,  if  Col.  Burr  was  not 
disposed  of,  we  should'in  eighteen  months,  have  an  insurrection,  if  not  a  revolution 
on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  *  *  It  was  through  no  attachment  to  him  (Col. 
B.)  that  I  made  that  suggestion,  (of  a  foreign  mission,)  but  to  avert  a  great  national 
calamity,  which  I  saw  approaching — to  arrest  a  tempest  which  seemed  lowering  in 
the  west.  *  *  As  to  letters,  I  have  had  no  correspondence  with  Colonel  Burr.  I 
made  a  communication  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  through  the  hands  of 
the  Postmaster-General,  stating  the  views  of  Col.  Burr.* 

[On  cross-examination.     Query  by]  — 

'Mr.  Martin. t  Do  you  recollect  when  you  arrived  at  Washington.'  .Answer.  I 
said,  that  I  did  not  recollect  particularly.  But  the  principal  part  of  these  conversa- 
tions must  have  been  between  the  middle  of  February  and  the  middle  of  March.  Q. 
Was  there  any  particular  conduct  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  Col.  Burr's  importuni- 
ties ?  j1.  Yes.  At  some  of  our  last  interviews,  I  laid  on  his  table  a  paper  contain- 
ing this  toast,  which  I  had  given  to  the  public  :  'The  United  States — Palsy  to 
the  brain  that  would  plot  to  dismember,  and  leprosy  to  the  hand  that  trill  not  draw  to 
defend  our  Union  !'  1  laid  this  paper  on  his  table  that  he  might  see  it ;  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  he  did ;  *  *  he  made  no  longer  such  communications  to  me  as 
heretofore.'     *     * 

'Query  by  Mr.  Bdrr.J  You  mentioned  Miranda  ;  where  did  you  understand  he 
was  gone  ?  ^.  On  the  benevolent  project  of  revolutionizing  the  Spanish  provinces, 
[in  South  America.]  Q.  What  part  of  them  ?  J.  Caraccas.  I  had  some  reason, 
too,  to  know  something  of  that  project;  because  I,  too,  w^as  invited  to  join  in  that. 
He  too,  was  to  have  been  an  Emperor  of  Mexico  :  he  might  have  been  "troublesome 
to  us;  and,  of  course,  when  I  asked  you  what  was  to  be  done  with  him,  you  ob- 
served, 'HANG  HIM.'  Q.  Did  you  understand  I  was  to  do  all  at  once;  to  execute 
the  central  project,  too  as  well  as  those  in  the  West .'  .4.  When  you  were  speaking 
of  a  CENTRAL  REVOLUTION,  uot  much  was  Said  about  a  revolution  in  the  West.  *  * 
Q.  You  spoke§  of  my  revolutionizing  the  Western  Slates.  What  were  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  new  empire .'  .A.  Your  line  was  to  be  the  Alleghany  mountain.  You 
were  certain  about  Kentucky  and  Tennessee ;  but  expressed  some  doubts  about 
Ohio :  I  well  recollect  that,  on  account  of  the  reasons  that  you  gave — that  they 
were  too  much  of  a  plodding,  industrious  people  to  engage  in  your  plans.  Q.  How 
was  this  business  to  be  eflected  ?  J.  I  understood  that  your  agents  were  in  the 
western  country;  that  the  commander-in-chief  (General  Wilkinson)  was  ready  to 
co-operate  with  his  army ;  and  that  these  with  the  adventurers  that  would  join  you, 
would  compel  the  states"  to  a  separation.  Indeed,  you  considered  New  Orleans  as 
already  yours,  and  that  from  this  point  you  would  make  conquests,  and  consolidate 
your  empire.  Q.  Was  it  after  all  this,  that  you  recommended  me  to  an  emba.ssy?  J. 
Yes ;  because  I  thought  it  the  only  way  to  avert  a  civil  war.'  [General  Eaton  sub- 
sequently stated,  in  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Burr :]  'After  you  had  developed 
yourself,  I  determined  to  use  you  until  I  got  every  thing  out  of  you,  on  the  principle 
that,  when  innocence  is  in  danger,  to  break  faitli  with  a  bad  man,  is  not  fraud,  but 

VIRTUE.' 

The  reader  will  now  accompany  me  through  a  brief  extract  from  the  testimony  of 
Commodore  Truxton. 

*Hening  and  Munford's  report  of  the  trial,  page  33. 

t  Ibid,  page  34.  |  Ibid,  page  36.  §  Ibid,  page  37- 
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^Tuesday,  Jugust  IS,  1807. —  Mr.  Hay,  adrcssing  Commodore  Truxton — Had 
you  not  several  conversations  with  the  accused  upon  the  subject  of  the  Mexican 
expedition  ? 

'Commodore  Trctxtox.* — About  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  1805-'6,  Col.  Burr 
returned  from  the  western  country,  and  came  to  Philadelphia.  He  frequently,  in 
conversation,  mentioned  to  me  certain  speculations  in  western  lands.  *  *  These 
conversations  were  frequenliy  repealed;  and  some  time  in  the  month  of  July,  1806, 
Col.  Burr  observed  that  he  wished  to  see  me  unwedded  [the  favourite  phrase  now  is 
'divorced  I'l  from  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  not  to  think  any  more  of  those 
men  at  Washington.  He  observed  that  he  wished  to  see  or  to  make  me  admiral; 
for  he  contemplated  an  expedition  into  Mexico,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  Spain, 
which  he  thought  inevitable.  He  asked  me  if  the  Havana  would  not  be  easily  taken, 
in  the  event  of  a  war.  I  told  him  it  would  require  the  co-operation  of  a  naval  force. 
Mr.  Burr  observed  that  might  be  obtained.  He  pursued  the  inquiry  as  to  Carthagcna 
and  Vera  Cruz.  What  personal  knowledge  I  had  of  those  places,  and  what  would 
be  the  best  mode  of  attacking  them  by  sea  and  land.  I  gave  my  opinion  very  freely. 
Mr.  Burr  then  asked  me  if  I  would  take  command  of  a  naval  expedition  ?  I  asked 
him  if  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  were  privy  to,  or  concurred  in  the  project. 
He  answered  me  emphatically  that  they  were  not.  I  asked  him  that  question 
because  the  executive  had  been  charged  with  a  knowledge  of  Miranda's  expedition. 
I  told  Mr.  Burr  that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  that  Miranda's  project  had 
been  intimated  to  me,  and  that  I  had  declined  any  agency  in  those  affairs.  Mr.  Burr 
observed  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  he  intended  to  establish  an  independent 
government  in  Mexico;  that  Wilkinson,  of  the  army,  and  many  officers  of  the  navy, 
would  join.  I  replied  that  I  could  not  see  how  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  could  join.  He  said  that  General  Wilkinson  had  projected  that  expedition, 
and  that  he  himself  had  matured  it ;  that  many  greater  men  than  Wilkinson 

WERE  CONCERNED   IN  IT,   (or  WOuld  joiu,)  AND  THOUSANDS  TO  THE   W^EST. 

'Mr.  Hay. — Do  you  recollect  whether  he  said  that  General  Wilkinson  had  seriously 
joined  it .'  j1.  I  asked  him  if  General  Wilkinson  had  seriously  engaged  in  such  a 
scheme.  He  said  that  he  had,  and  many  greater  men  than  Wilkinson.  Q.  I 
will  ask  you  whether  at  that  time  you  were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ? 
A.  I  was  declared  not  to  be.  Q.  It  is  necessary  to  account  to  the  jury  for  the  appli- 
cation which  was  thus  made  to  you  by  the  accused.  Did  you  not  express  some  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  treatment  of  the  government  ?  A.  I  certainly  was  hurt  at  it.  *  * 
He  showed  me  the  draught  of  a  periogue,  such  as  plies  between  Powles'  Hook  and 
New  York ;  asked  my  opinion  as  to  the  construction  of  boats,  and  whether  those 
were  adapted  to  the  Mississippi  river,  and  the  waters  emptying  into  it.  I  gave  my 
opinion  that  they  were.  He  asked  me  whether  I  could  get  a  naval  constructor  to 
make  several  copies  of  the  draught,'  &c.  &c.t 

The  following,  from  Carpenter's  report  of  Burr's  trial,  (vol.  2,  p.  149,)  shows  how 
freely  Burr  disclosed  his  views  to  those  who  gave  him  hospitable  entertainment: 

'Gen.  John  Morgan  examined  :  Some  time  in  August  last,  (1806,)  my  father  put 
into  my  hands  a  letter  sent  by  Aaron  Burr,  in  which  he  mentioned  that  himself  and  his 
friend  Col.  Dupiestre,  intended  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day.  My  father  requested 
me  to  go,  with  my  brother,  to  meet  Col.  Burr  on  the  road,  and  conduct  him  there.  We 
met  them  about  seven  miles  distance.  After  a  few  words  of  general  conversation. 
Col.  Burr  observed  to  me  that  1he  union  of  the  states  could  not  last  long;  that  a  sepa- 
tion  of  the  states  must  take  place,  and  that  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  years,  as  a 
natural  conseqiience.  He  made  many  inquiries  of  me,  relative  to  the  county  of 
Washington,  (Pennsylvania)  generally,  and  respecting  the  slate  of  the  militia,  point- 
edly. He  asked  me  respecting  their  discipline,  arms,  accoutrements,  dispo.-ition, 
character  of  their  officers,  and  a  number  of  other  things  which  I  do  not  at  this  dis- 
tant time  recollect ;  but,  after  riding  some  distance,  we  met  with  one  of  my  work- 
men, a  good-looking  youns:  fellow.  Col.  Burr  mentioned  to  me  that  he  wished  he 
had  ten  thousand  such  fellows.  At  my  flither's  table,  during-  dinner,  Col.  Burr, 
observed  again  that  a  disseverment  of  the  Union  must  inevitably  take  place  in  less 
than  five  years,'  &c.  kc.  [to  which  the  company  dissented.] 

From  'documents  referred  to  in  Gen.  Wilkinson's  evidence,'  I  now  submit  the 
following  extract : 

'Copy  of  a  letterj  from  Gen.  Dayton  to  Gen.  Wilkinson,  written  in  cipher,  except 
those  parts  printed  in  italics.  This  cipher  was  designed  by  Gen.  Dayton,  and  found- 
ed on  the  hieroglyphics  known  to  Gen.  Wilkinson  and  Col.  Burr  : 

"Hening  and  Muiiford's  report  of  tlie  trial,  page  39.     f  Ibid,  page  41.     %  Ibid.  p.  235. 
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July  24, 1S06. 

'It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  you  are  to  be  displaced  in  next  session.  Jeilerson 
will  affect  to  yield  reluctantly,  but  yield  he  will.  Prepare  yourselii  therefore  for  it ; 
you  know  the  rest. 

'You  are  not  a  man  to  despair,  or  even  despond,  especially  when  such  prospects 
offer  ill  another  quarter.  Are  you  leady .'  Are  your  numerous  associates  ready .' 
Wealth  and  glory — Louisiana  and  Mexico. 

'/  shall  have  time  to  receive  a  letter  from  you  before  I  set  out  for  Ohio.  Address 
one  to  me  here,  and  another  to  me  in  Cincinnati.  Receive  and  treat  my  nkphew 
affectionately,  as  you  would  receive  your  friend.  DAYTON.' 

The  following  is  taken  from  Wilkinson's  Memoirs  of  'My  own  Times,'  vol.  2,  p. 
309: 

'I  proceeded  for  Natchitoches,  and  arrived  there  the  22d  September  (1S06,)  where 
whilst  actively  engaged,  I  was  visited  by  Mr.  Samuel  Swartwout,  a  3'oung  gentle- 
man whom  Col.  Burr  had  seduced  into  his  service.'  &.c.  &.c.  [The  bearer  of  the 
cipher  enclosed  in  BoUman's  letter,  copied  below.] 

From  documents  published  in  the  appendix  to  Carpenter's  report  of  Burr's  trial, 
(vol.  3,  page  12,)  I  extract  the  following  letter  and  its  enclosure,  (in  cipher,)  both 
addressed  to  Gen.  Wilkinson,  and  referred  to  by  him  in  his  evidence  : 

'New  Orleans,  September  27,  1806. 

'Sir  . — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  excellency  the  enclosed  letters,  which 
I  was  charged  to  deliver  to  you  by  o>ir  mutual  friend.  I  shall  remain  for  some  time 
at  this  place,  and  should  be  glad  to  learn  where  and  when  I  may  have  the  pleasure 
of  an  interview  with  you.  Have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  of  it,  and  please  direct 
your  letter  to  me,  care  of ;  or  enclose  it  under  cover  to  them. 

'I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant,  ERICK  BOLLMAN. 

'General  Wilkinson.' 

'Covering  a  communication  in  cipher  from  Col.  Burr,  of  which  the  following  is  sub-  ' 
daniially  as  fair  an  interpretation  as  1  have  heretofore  been  able  to  make ;  the  original 
of  which  I  hold  in  my  possession : — [Note  by  Carpenter.] 

'I  (Aaron  Burr)  have  obtained  funds,  and  have  actually  commenced  the  enterprise. 
Detachments  from  ditferent  points,  and  under  different  pretences,  will  rendezvous  on 
the  Ohio,  1st  of  November.  Every  thing  internal  and  external  favours  views.  Pro- 
tection of  England  is  secured.    T is  gone  to  Jamaica  to  arrange  with  the  admiral 

on  that  station,  and  will  meet  at  the  Mississippi.  England :  Navy  of  the  United 
States  are  ready  to  join  ;  and  final  orders  are  given  to  my  friends  and  followers — it 
will  be  a  host  of  choice  spirits.  Wilkinson  shall  be  second  to  Burr  only.  Wilkinson 
shall  dictate  the  rank  and  promotion  of  his  officers  ;  Burr  will  proceed  westward  1st 
of  August,  never  to  return.  With  him  goes  his  daughter ;  the  husband  will  follow 
in  October,  with  a  coiys  of  ivorthies.  Send  forthwith  an  intelligent  and  confidential 
friend  with  whom  Burr  may  confer.  He  shall  return  immediately,  with  further 
interesting  details.  This  is  essential  to  concert  harmony  of  movement.  Send  a  list 
of  all  persons  known  to  Wilkinson  west  of  the  mountains  who  could  be  useful,  with 
a  note  delineating  the  characters.  By  your  messenger  send  me  four  or  five  of  the 
commissions  of  your  officers;  which  you  can  borrow  under  any  pretence  you  please, 
They  shall  be  returned  faithfully.  Already  are  orders  to  the  contractor  given  to 
forward  six  months'  provisions  to  points  Wilkinson  may  name.  This  shall  not  be 
used  until  the  last  moment,  and  then  under  proper  injunctions.  The  project  is 
brought  to  the  point  so  long  desired.  Burr  guaranties  the  result  with  his  life  and 
honour — the  lives,  the  honour,  and  fortunes,  of  hundreds,  the  best  bloods  in  the  coun- 
try. Burr's  plan  of  operations  is,  to  move  down  rapidly  from  the  falls  on  the  1.5th 
of  November,  with  the  first  five  hundred  or  one  thousand  men,  in  light  boats,  now 
constru-ciing  for  that  purpose.  To  be  at  Natchez  between  the  5th  and  15th  of 
December;  there  to  meet  Wilkinson,'  8ic.  'The  gods  invite  to  glory  and  fortune; 
it  remains  to  he  seen  whether  we  deserve  the  boon.  The  bearer  of  this  goes  express 
to  you — he  will  hand  a  formal  letter  of  introduction  to  you  from  Burr,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  subjoined.  He  is  a  man  of  inviolable  honour  and  perfect  discre- 
tion— formed  to  execute  rather  than  project — capable  of  relating  facts  with  fidelity, 
and  incapable  of  relating  them  otherwise.     He  is  thoroughly  informed  of  the  plans 

and  intentions  of ,  and  will  disclose  to  you  as  far  as  you  inquire  and  no 

further — he  has  imbibed  a  reverence  for  your  character  and  may  be  embarrassed  in 
your  presence— put  him  at  ease  and  he  will  satisfy  you.  Doctor  Bollman,  equally 
confidential,  better  informed  on  the  subject  and  more  intelligent,  will  band  you  this 
.duplicate.— 29th  July,' 
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The  following  extract  (Carpenter,  vol.  3,  page  406,)  in  relation  to  the  foregoing 
package  confirms  the  obligations  of  secrecy  that  stamp  the  character  of  the  whole 
proceeding. 

'Samuel  Svvartwout,  examined.— Query  by  Mr.  Hay :  Did  you  deliver  a  packet 
to  Gen.  Wilkinson?  A.  I  did.  *  *.  Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Gen. 
Wilkinson?  A.  I  had.  Q.  Was  any  one  present?  A.  No;  it  seemed  to  be  the 
General's  wish  to  have  no  one  near  us.  Q.  How  did  you  receive  this  packet?  A. 
from  Mr.  Ogden.  Q.  Did  yon  receive  no  letter  from  Col.  Burr  at  that  time  ?  A. 
Yes  ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  made  ariy  reference  to  the  ciphered  letter.  I  suppose, 
however,  that  this  cijjhered  letter  came  from  Col.  Burr.  Mr.  McRae  :  Would  you 
not  have  objected  to  a  public  disclosure  of  your  communications  with  Gen.  Wilkin- 
son ?  A.  I  would  have  spoken  in  presence  of  confidential  persons.  Q.  Would  you 
have  done  it  except  in  the  most  confidential  manner?  A.  I  would  not.'  [except 
under  oath  of  secrecy,  of  course,  which  is  the  most  confidential  manner.]* 

Extract  from  Hening  and  Mumford's  report  of  Burr's  trial,  pages  133  and  134  : 
'Thursday,  September  2-i,  1807,  Mr.  J.  Graham,  (as  witness)  said:  In  the  latter 
end  of  October  last,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Madison,  [Secretary  of  State,] 
requesting  that  I  would  pass  through  the  western  country,  on  my  return  to  New 
Orleans.  *  *  Mr.  Madison  stated  to  me  as  a  reason  for  this  request,  that  govern- 
ment had  received  information  from  various  quarters,  that  a  project  was  on  foot  to 
sever  the  union,  or  to  invade  the  territory  of  Spain.  *  *  When  I  arrived  at  Mari- 
etta, about  the  middle  of  November,  I  made  inquiries  and  heard  what  it  may  perhaps 
be  proper  to  state.  Mr.  Duval  called  on  me,  and  informed  me  tliat  Mr.  Blannerhas- 
sett  had  just  arrived  with  him,  and  would  wait  upon  me.  After  passing  the  usual 
compliments,  and  expressing  his  pleasure  at  seeing  me,  he  begged  leave  to  read  me 
certain  letters  which  he  had  received  by  Capt.  Elliot,  of  the  western  country,  who 
had  just  returned  from  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Blannerhssett  made  many  inquiries  relative 
to  Comfort  Tyler,  Bean,  and  Butler,  and  the  preparations  which  they  iverc  maldng 
for  their  expedition  down  the  river;  what  number  of  men  and  settlers  they  had 
obtained.  When  Blannerhassett  received  this  information,  he  observed,  that  they 
could  descend  in  his  boats,  as  he  had  more  bouts  than  men.  Before  Mr.  Elliot 
quitted  the  room,  Mr.  Blannerhassett  handed  me  a  letter,  which  he  said  he  had 
received  a  few  days  before,  from  Col.  Burr,  in  Kentucky.  *  *  I  believe  it  was 
Col.  Burr's  writing.  *  *  I  merely  mention  this  letter  to  show  that  it  gave  rise  to 
a  conversation  between  Mr.  Blannerhassett  and  myself,  relative  to  the  contents  of 
this  letter.  *  *  From  what  I  had  heard  after  my  arrival  at  Marietta,  and  from  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Blannerhassett  entered  my  room,  and  made  these  communi- 
cations, I  was  rather  induced  to  believed  that  he  conceived  me  to  be  one  of  the  party. 
My  acquaintance  with  him  before,  was  slight,  and  yet  he  w-as  extremely  polite  to 
me,  and  expressed  how  happy  he  would  be  at  seeing  me  in  his  own  house.  I  was 
anxious  to  undeceive  Mr.  Blannerhassett.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  stated  that  I  was  one 
of  the  party.  He  said  he  had,  and  that  he  had  understood  so  from  Col.  Burr. 
When  I  assured  him  I  was  not,  he  expressed  considerable  surprise,  not  by  verbal 
declarations,  but  by  the  marked  air  of  his  countenance.  He  observed  to  me  that  I  did 
not  know  Col.  Burr,  and  passed  some  eulogiums  upon  him;  and  asked  me,  in  a 
very  impressive  manner,  whether  I  had  not  heard  of  an  association  in  New  Orleans 
for' the  invasion  of  Mexico.  I  told  him  that  I  had  not.  *  *  Considering  Mr.  Blan- 
nerhassett at  that  time  as  a  deluded  man,  I  endeavoured  to  draw  him  off' from  the 
undertaking  in  which  he  had  engaged;  and  considering  it  was  more  the  policy  of 
the  government  to  prevent  than  to  punish  such  enterprises,  I  informed  him  that 
so  far  from  being  concerned  in  the  plan,  I  was  an  agent  of  the  government,  author- 

*  The  followinti  communication,  made  by  Major  James  Bruff  to  Gen.  Samuel  Smith  and 
Colonel  Read  of  the  Senate,  will  show  that  oaths  of  secrecy  were  administered  to  the 
person  seduced  into  this  conspiracy  : 

Washington,  March  1,  ISO?. 

'Major  Bruff  communicated  to  S.  S.  and  Col.  Read,  that  Judge  Eaton  (immediately 
after  the  'Western  World' appeared,)  told  him  (Bruff)  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  ruin 
Col.  Burr  ;  that  he  had  told  him  his  plans  ;  that  they  were  such  as  had  made  his  hair  stand 
on  end,  but  he  had  gone  so  far  that  he  could  not  recede.  Bruff  told  him  that  he  owed  it 
to  himself  as  an  honest  man,  to  inform  government.  'That  I  cannot  do,'  said  Eaton, 
'for  I  am  under  an  oath  of  secrecy.'  'But  you  had  previously  taken  an  oath  paramount 
to  any  other,  to  your  country.'  'I  cannot  tell,'  said  Eaton,  'but  will  communicate  the 
vhole  to  you  if  you  will  come  undier  an  oath  of  secrecy,' '  &.c.  Sic. 
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ized  to  inquire  into  the  facts  relative  to  this  enterprise  in  the  western  country,  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  mia^ht  be  necessary  for  suppressing  it.  I  then  stated  to  him, 
from  reasons  drawn  from  Col.  Burr's  visit  to  New  Orleans  in  the  preceding  summer, 
from  the  information  which  government  had  received,  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
preparations  which  Mr.  Blannerhassett  was  then  making,  why  I  believed  that  the 
object  of  Col.  Burr  was  either  to  attack  the  territories  of  the  United  States  or  those 
of  Spain.  I  assured  him  at  the  same  time,  that  any  collection  or  combination  of 
armed  men  on  the  Ohio,  would,  under  these  circumstances,  be  considered  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  repressed  accordingly.'  SfC. 

Upon  much  of  the  foregoing,  and  such  like  testimony,  the  President  issued  his 
proclamation,  on  the  27th  of  November,  1806,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 
'By  the  President   of  the  United  States  of  America. 
'A   PROCLAMATION. 

•Whereas  information  has  been  received  that  sundry  persons,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  residents  within  the  same,  are  conspiring  and  confederating  together 
to  begin  and  set  on  foot,  provide  and  prepare  the  means  for  a  military  expedition  or 
enterprise  against  the  dominions  of  Spain  ;  that  for  this  purpose,  they  are  fitting  out 
and  arming  vessel?  in  the  western  waters  of  the  United  States ;  collecting  provi- 
sions, arms,  military  stores,  and  other  means  ;  are  deceiving  and  seducing  honest 
and  well  meaning  citizens,  under  various  pretences,  to  engage  in  their  criminal 
enterprises ;  are  organizing  officers,  and  arming  themselves  for  the  same,  contrary 
to  the  laws  in  such  cases  made  and  provided :  I  have  therefore,  thought  fit  to  issue 
this  my  proclamation,  warning  and  enjoining  all  faithful  citizens  who  have  been 
led,  without  due  knowledge  or  consideration,  to  participate  in  the  said  unlawful 
enterprises,  to  withdraw  from  the  same  without  delay  ;  and  commanding  all  persons 
whatsoever,  engaged  or  concerned  in  the  same,  to  cease  all  further  proceedings 
thereiii,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril,  and  incur  prosecution  with 
ALL  THE  RIGOURS  OF  THE  LAW.  And  I  hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  officers, 
civil  and  military,  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  and 
especially  all  Governors  and  other  Executive  authorities,  all  judges,  justices,  and  other 
officers  of  the  peace,  all  railitarj-  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  officers  of  the  militia,  to  be  vigilant,  each  within  his  respective  department,  and 
according  to  his  functions,  in  searching  out,  and  bringing  to  condign  punishment,  all 
persons  engaged,  or  concerned  in  such  enterprises,  in  seizing  and  retaining,  subject 
to  the  dispositions  of  the  law,  all  vessels,  arms,  military  stores,  or  other  means  pro- 
vided or  providing  for  the  same,  and,  in  general,  in  preventing  the  carrj-ing  on  such 
expedition  or  enterprise,  by  all  the  lawful  means  within  their  power  ;  and  I  require 
all  good  and  faithful  citizens,  and  others  within  the  United  States,  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  herein,  and  especially  in  the  discovery,  apprehension,  and  bringing  to  jus- 
tice of  all  such  offenders,  iii  preventing  the  execution  of  their  unlawful  designs,  and 
giving  information  against  them  to  the  proper  authorities. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to 

these  presents,  and  have  signed  the  same  with  my  hand.     Given  at  the  city  of 

Washington,  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1806,  and  in  the  year  of  the  sovereignty 

and  independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty-first. 

TH.  JEFFERSON.' 

'By  the  President:   James  Madison,  Secretary  of  State.' 

On  the  23d  December,  1806,  Cowles  Meade,  acting  governor  of  the  Mississippi 
territory,  issued  a  proclamation  of  the  same  purport  as  that  of  the  president  a  month 
before,  but  alleging  the  designs  against  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  in  lieu  of  the 
dismemberment  of  the  dominions  of  Spain.     I  subjoin  a  short  extract  from  it : 
'By  Cowles  Meade,  ^-c.  ^-c. 

'A  PROCLAMATION. 

'Whereas  information  from  various  sources,  as  well  by  affidavits  as  otherwise,  has 
been  communicated  to  me  of  the  designs  of  an  association,  whose  object  is  the  dis- 
membering of  this  and  the  neighbouring  countries  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States:  and  whereas  every  attempt  of  "this  kind  must  be  ruinous  and  destructive  of 
the  numerous  blessings  which  we  now  enjoy,  under  the  auspices  of  a  government 
founded  on  the  grand  principles  of  political  equality  and  indiscriminate 
JUSTICE,'  &c.  &c. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  above  mentioned  proclamation.  Col.  Burr  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  acting  governor  of  the  Mississippi  territory.  I  subjoin  a  short  extract 
from  that  also : 
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'Bayou  Pierre,  January  12,  1807. 

'Sir: — Being:  on  my  way  down  tne  river  with  a  number  of  my  friends,  who  are 
disposed  to  emii^rate  with  me,  I  am  greatly  surprised  to  hear  tl)at  my  views  have 
been  grossly  misrepresented,  and  that  my  approach  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
alarm  to  the  country. 

'The  reports  which  charge  me  with  designs  unfriendly  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
this  and  the  adjacent  territory  are  utterly  false,  and  are  in  themselves  absurd,  and 
are  the  inventions  of  wicked  men  for  evil  purposes,'  J!cc. 

The  following  testimony  of  Governor  Poindexter,  is  from  Hening  and  Munford's 
report  of  Burr's  trial,  page  269. 

'George  Poindexter,  Esq.  certified — Question  by  Mr.  Hay. — Is  this  the  original 
agreement  entered  into  between  Covvles  Meade,  acting  governor  of  the  Mississippi 
territory,  and  Aaron  Burr  ?  Answer. — Yes  :  If  it  be  proper,  sir,  I  will  state  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  agreement,  and  Col.  Burr's  siirender  to  the  civil  authority 
of  the  Miss,  territory.  Ch.  Justice. — Proceed,  sir.  Witness. — On  the  day  preceding 
the  date  [5th  January]  of  tiiis  agreement,  I  was  appointed  by  the  Honorable  Cowles 
Meade,  an  honorary  aid-de-camp,  for  the  express  puqiose  of  visiting  Col.  Burr  at 
the  boats  near  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  on  the  western  margin  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, which  I  did  in  company  with  Major  William  B.  Shields.  The  object  of  this 
visit  was  to  gain  correct  information  as  to  the  situation  of  Burr,  to  ascertain  his 
views  so  far  as  he  would  communicate  them,  and  to  procure  his  pacific  surrender 
to  the  civil  authority.  We  were  accompanied  by  a  Mr.  Ralston,  one  of  Burr's  party, 
who  had  called  on  judge  Rodney  to  give  his  deposition.  We  arrived  that  night  at 
Judge  Bruin's,  who  resides  near  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre.  The  next  morning  we 
proceeded  down  the  river,  till  we  came  opposite  to  Col.  Burr's  boats,  and  Ralston 
gave  a  signal  for  a  boat,  which  was  immediately  sent  over  for  us.  Before  we  em- 
barked, we  were  joined  by  Col.  Thomas  Fitzpatrick.  Several  persons  then  unknown 
to  me,  came  on  horseback  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  crossed  with  us.' — 'When  we 
reached  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  we  were  met  by  Col.  Burr,  to  whom  Major 
Shields  handed  a  letter,  of  which  he  was  the  bearer,  from  Mr.  Meade,  acquainting 
Col.  Burr  with  the  object  of  our  visit.  In  the  letter  there  was  a  sentence  relating  to 
the  restoration  of  tranquillity  in  the  territory,  which  sentence  Burr  repeated  once  or 
twice  with  a  sneer,  adding  that  'he  had  no  intention  to  injure  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.'  Col.  Burr,  then  expressed  himself  to  this  effect :  'As  to  any  projects  or  plans 
which  may  have  been  formed  between  General  Wilkinson  and  myself  heretofore,  they 
are  now  completely  frustrated  by  the  perfidious  conduct  of  Wilkinson,  and  the  world 
must  pronounce  him  as  a  perfidious  villain.'  Burr  also  in  speaking  of  Wilkinson, 
said — 'If  I  am  sacrificed,  my  port  folio  will  prove  him  to  be  a  villain.'  He  further 
stated,  that  so  far  from  having  any  designs  hostile  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
he  had  intended  to  have  met  Mr.  Meade  at  Gibson  Port,  on  the  day  of  a  general  mus- 
ter, which  happened  at  that  place  about  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Bayou  Pierre,  but 
was  deterred  from  doing  so,  by  a  belief  that  he  would  be  assassinated,  were  he  seen 
passing  through  the  territory.  He  then  pointed  to  his  boats  and  asked,  if  there  zvas 
any  thing  military  in  their  appearance  ?  I  told  him,  it  was  true  his  men  did"  not  appear 
to  be  armed,  but  ih-cy  v:ere  just  such  persons  as  1  should  expect  to  see  about  a  camp  ; 

THEY   DID   NOT  SEEJI  TO    BE   IN   A  SITUATION  TO   SETTLE   THEMSELVES   ON   FARMS. 

I  also  remarked  to  Col.  Burr,  that  I  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  him  the  most  perfect 
assurance  of  personal  safety  while  in  the  territory-,  until  he  should  be  disposed  of 
according  to  the  laws  of  his  country;  that  the  object  of  Mr.  Meade,  in  calling  out 
the  militia  was  to  preserve  inviolate,  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States  ; 
that  if  that  object  could  be  secured  without  the  employment  of  force,  it  would  be 
preferable,  but  assured  him  that  force  would  be  used  if  necessary,  for  which  purpose 
the  militia  were  then  on  their  march  to  arrest  his  progress.  Col.  Burr  declared  his 
willingness  to  submit  to  the  civil  authority,'  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  views  may  be  derived  from  the  following  extracts.  The  first  is  in 
one  respect  pregnant  with  more  meaning  than  clearly  meets  the  eye.  It  is  taken 
from  one  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  letters  to  the  district  attorney  while  prosecuting  the  trial 
of  Burr,  at  Richmond. —  [Sec  Jefferson's  works,  vol.  4,  page  86. 

'To  George  Hay,  Esq.  Washington,  June  19th,  1807, 

'Dear  Sir: — Yours  of  the  17th  was  received  last  night.  *  *  You  ask  what 
is  to  be  done  if  Bollman  finally  rejects  his  pardon,  and  the  judje  decides  it  to  have 
no  effect  ?  Move  to  commit  him  immediately  for  treason  or  misdemeanour,  as  you 
think  the  evidence  will  support— let  the  court  decide  where  he  shall  be  sent  for 
trial — and  on  application.  I  will  have  the  marshall  aided  in  his  transportation,  with 
the  executive  means.     And  we  think  it  proper,  further,  when  Burr  shall  have  beeu 
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convicted  of  either  treason  or  misdemeanour,  you  should  immediately  have  committed 
ALL  THOSE  PERSONS  against  whom  you  should  find  evidence  sufficient,  whose  agency 
has  been  so  prominent  as  to  mark  them  as  proper  objects  of  punishment,  and  espe- 
cially where  their  boldness  has  betrayed  an  inveteracy  of  criminal  disposition.  As 
to  obscure  offenders  and  repenting  ones  let  them  lie  for  consideration.  I  enclose  you 
the  copy  of  a  letter  received  last  night,  and  giving  singular  information.  I  have 
inquired  into  the  character  of  Graybell.  He  was  an  old  revolutionary  Captain,  is 
now  a  flour  merchant  in  Baltimore,  of  the  most  respectable  character,  and  whose 
word  would  be  taken  as  implicitly  as  any  man's  for  whatever  he  affirms.  The 
letter- writer,  also,  is  a  man  of  entire  respectability.  I  am  well  informed  that  for 
more  than  a  twelvemonth  it  has  been  believed  in  Baltimore  generally,  that  Burr 
was  engaged  in  some  criminal  enterprise,  and  that  Luther  Martin  knew  all  about  it. 
We  think  you  should  immediately  despatch  a  subposna  for  Graybell;  and  while  that 
is  on  the  road,  you  will  have  time  to  consider  in  what  form  you  will  use  his  testi- 
mony; that  is,  shall  Luther  Martin  be  summoned  as  a  witness  against  Burr,  and 
Graybell  held  ready  to  confront  him  .■'  It  may  be  doubted  whether  we  could 
examine  a  witness  to  discredit  our  own  witness.  The  lawyers  say  that  they  are  privi- 
leged from  being  forced  to  breaches  of  confidence,  and  that  no  others  are.  Shall 
we  move  to  commit  Luther  Martin,  as particeps  crimini  with  Burr.'  Graybell  will 
fix  upon  him  misprison  of  treason  at  least.  At  any  rate,  his  evidence  will  put  down 
this  unprincipled  and  impudent  federal  bull-dog,  and  add  another  proof  that  the  most 
clamorous  defenders  of  Burr  are  all  his  accomplices.  It  will  explain  why  Luther 
Martin  flew  so  hastily  to  the  aid  of  'his  honourable  friend,'  abandoning  his  clients 
and  their  property  during  a  session  of  a  principal  court  in  Maryland,  now  filled  as  I 
am  told,  with  the  clamours  and  ruin  of  his  clients.  I  believe  we  shall  send  on 
Latrobe  as  a  witness.  He  will  prove  that  AaKon  Burr  endeavoured  to  get  him  to 
engage  several  thousand  men,  chiefly  Irish  emigrants  whom  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  employing  in  the  works  he  directs,  under  pretence  of  a  canal  opposite 
Louisville,  or  of  tbe  Washita,  in  which,  if  he  had  succeeded,  he  could  with  that 
force  have  carried  every  thing  before  him,  and  would  not  have  been  where  he  now  is. 
He  knows,  too,  of  certain  meetings  of  Burr,  BoUman,  Yrugo,  and  one  other  whom 
we  have  never  named  yet,  but  have  him  not  less  in  our  view.  I  salute  you  with 
friendship  and  respect.  THOMAS   JEFFERSON.' 

Again,  page  102,  speaking  of  the  probability  of  Burr's  acquittal,  Mr.  Jefferson 
says  : — 

'This  criminal  is  preserved  to  become  the  rallying  point  of  all  the  disaffected 
and  worthless  of  the  Uniied  Slates,  and  to  be  the  pivot  on  which  all  the  intrigues  and 
the  conspiracies  which  foreign  governments  may  wish  to  disturb  us  with,  are  to 
turn,'  8tc.  &.c. 

In  Tucker's  life  of  Jefferson,  (Carey,  Lea,  and  Blanchard,  Philadelphia,  1837, 
vol.  2,  page  231,)  professor  Tucker,  speaking  of  the  duel  between  Col.  Burr  and 
Mr.  Hamilton,  which  proved  fatal  to  the  latter  says  : 

'This  event  ruined  Burr's  prospects  forever  in  New  York,  where  Hamilton  was, 
beyond  any  other  individual,  the  object  of  pride,  affection,  and  gratitude.  It  was 
then  that  he  (Burr)  conceived  the  project  of  trying  to  advance  his  desperate  fortunes 
in  the  western  country,  first  by  endeavouring  to  effect  a  separation  of  that  portion 
of  the  Union  from  the  rest:  if  that  proved  impracticable,  to  tempt  the  ardent  and 
enterprising  spirits  of  the  west  to  an  invasion  of  Mexico ;  and  possibly  if  he  failed 
in  that,  to  some  humbler  scheme  of  self-aggrandizement.  He  set  out  on  a  tour  to 
the  west,  and  his  projects  were  soon  communicated  both  by  those  who  favoured  his 
scheme,  and  those  who  discouraged  them.  Finding  that  the  attachment  of  the 
western  people  to  the  Union  was  not  to  be  shaken,  he  limited  his  views  then  to  an 
invasion  of  Mexico,  which  received  more  support  from  the  belief  that  it  was  favour- 
ed by  the  government.  As  soon  as  the  administration  (Mr.  Jefl'erson's)  was  ap- 
prized of  the  illegal  nature  of  his  scheme  they  sent  a  confidential  agent,  Mr.  Graham, 
to  the  west,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  early  and  authentic  information,-  and  of 
conferring  with  the  governors  and  other  state  authorities  on  the  means  of  discover- 
ing the  conspirators,  arresting  their  schemes,  and  bringing  them  to  punishment. 
General  Wilkinson  was  ordered/rom  the  Sabine  to  New  Orleans,  and  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  defeat  this  lawless  enterprise.  Information  being  then  obtained  from 
General  Wilkinson  of  the  criminal  designs  of  Burr,  which  were  limited  to  the  plun- 
dering the  bank  at  New  Orleans,  and  then  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  the  president 
issued  a  proclamation  on  the  27th  of  November,'  &c. 

'He  [Mr.  Jefferson]  felt  the  course  now  pursued  by  his  opponents  the  more  sensi- 
bly from  the  reproaches  cast  upon  the  administration  for  its  want  of  energy  in  sup- 
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pre.isin^  so  dangerous  a  conspiracy  while  its  measures  were  unknown:  for,  as  he 
remarks  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Giles,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1807,  'the  first  g;round  of 
complaint  was  the  supine  inaliention  of  the  administration  to  a  treason  stalking  through 
the  land  in  open  day,'  'the  present  one,  that  they  have  crushed  it  before  it  was  ripe 
for  execution;  so  that  no  overt  act  can  be  produced.'  But  most  ot  them  went  yet 
further  and  asserted  that  Burr  had  no  hostile  intention  whatever  against  his  own 
country,  and  had  not  meditated  an  invasion  of  Mexico,  unless  the  United  States  had 
gone  to  war  with  Spain.  It  appears  by  Mr.  Jefferson's  letters  to  Mr.  Hay,  Mr. 
Giles,  and  others,  that  he  had  the  most  thorough  conviction  of  Burr's  guilt ;  and 
though  he  was  afterwards  acquitted  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  the  universal  sentiment 
of  the  nation  has  confirmed  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

TTie  two  conspiracies  of  Burr  and  Houston  against  Mexico^  contrasted, 
identified,  and  finally  accomplished-,  through  the  reciprocal  agency 
and  connivance  of  Andrew  Jackson,  as  President  of  the  United  States. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  the  reader,  and  to  assist  him  in  attain- 
ing a  correct  decision  upon  the  subject  of  these  chapters,  I  will 
premise  this  with  a  general  outhne  of  the  two  prominent  conspi- 
racies against  Mexico,  which  have  blurred  the  fair  page  of  our 
history.  The  minuter  details  of  the  parallel  he  can  fill  up  for 
himself  at  his  leisure,  in  which  he  will  be  aided  by  refreshing 
his  memory  with  the  extracts  of  ray  last  chapter,  in  connection 
with  the  further  extracts  which  I  shall  subjoin  to  this,  accompa- 
nied with  a  few  remarks  of  my  own.  And  if  these  be  not  fully 
satisfactory,  I  must  refer  him  to  the  authorities  at  large,  which  I 
have  quoted. 

Houston's  conspiracy. 
1.  The  whole  of  my  letter  of  Dec. 
2,  1830,  gave  the  strongest  proofs  of 
deliberate  and  systematic  intentions 
of  General  Houston  to  renew  and 
put  in  execution  all  the  plans  and 
circumstances  of  Burr's  conspiracy, 
so  far  as  they  applied  to  Mexico, 
leaving  that  part  which  threatened 
the  inte^ritij  of  the  Union  for  an 
after  consideration,  not  d(»ubting  it 
would  drive  away  many  adventurers, 
as  it  did  in  the  case  of  Burr;  but 
the  scheme  against  Mexico  being 
relevant  to  the  act.' — \^See  accomplished,  the  other  would  fol- 
cxtract  from  Hening  and  low  as  a  natural  consequence,  (ac- 
Munford's  report  of  Burr'' s  cording  to  the  prediction  of  Burr,) 
trial,  page  6,  as  I  have  under  the  co-operation  of  the  slave- 
given  it  in  the  foregoing  holding  states,  and  the  especial  pa- 
chapter,  tronage  of  nullifiers,  disguised  as 
State-rights  men. 
22 


BURRS    CONSPIRACY. 

1 .  Proof  of  intetition. — 
In  the  opening  of  General 
Eaton's  evidence,  he  said, 
'concerning  Colonel  Burr's 
expressions,  and  his  trea- 
sonable intejitions,  I  know 
iniich.''  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall observed,  that  'any 
proof  of  intention  formed 
before  the  act  itself,  if  rele- 
vant to  the  act,  may  be  ad- 
mitted ;  and  proof  of  very 
remote  intentio7is  mav  be 
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2.  Burr's  expedition  was 
to  be  effected  by  procuring 
loans  of  money,  seducing 
and  enticing  into  it  the 
adventurous  spirit  of  our 
countrymen  under  the  pre- 
tence of  emigration,  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  militia, 
the  army,  and  the  navy,  to 
rendezvous  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  a  combination 
with  the  Indians  on  the 
frontier  of  Mexico  ;  prepa- 
ratory to  which,  to  settle 
preliminaries,  he  made  a 
tour  of  observation  from 
Philadelphia,  in  1805, 
through  the  western  coun- 
try to  New  Orleans  and 
back,  along  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  and  Ohio, 
sojourning  at  Gen.  Jack- 
son's, and  communing 
with  him,  both  going  and 
returning. 

3.  Burr,  having  laid  his 
train  much  to  his  satisfac- 
tion, by  interviews  with 
certain  distinguished  men 
of  the  West,  (making  Gen. 
Jackson's  house  his  special 
rendezvous,)  commenced 
at  Washington,  about  the 
middle  of  February,  1806, 
to  make  his  disclosures  and 
efforts  to  gain  proselytes  to 
his  grand  scheme,  and 
hazarded  exposure  by  the 
patriotic  Gen.  Wm.  Eaton, 
and  afterwards,  at  Phila- 
delphia, by  the  naval  hero. 
Com.  Truxton,  which  was 
shortly  after,  communica- 
ted to  Mr.  Jefferson,  then 
President  of  the  United 
States,  who  immediately 
despatched  an  efficient  and 
bona  fide  agent  to  make 
observatious  and  collect  in- 


[Part  I. 

2.  Houston's  expedition  was  to  be 
effected  in  the  same  manner,  hardly 
varying  in  the  most  trivial  circum- 
stance ;  preparatory  to  which,  he 
abdicated  the  government  of  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  eve  of  Gen.  Jackson's 
election,  (no  doubt  with  his  know- 
ledge of  purpose,  whose  fondly-che- 
rished and  avowed  military  pupil  he 
was,)  to  expatriate  himself  among 
the  Indians  of  that  same  frontier, 
and  put  on  the  Indian  costume,  that 
he  might  shelter  himself  in  this  en- 
terprise under  the  plea  of  being  a 
foreigner,  and  not  amenable  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates.  It  was 
under  this  assumed  character  that 
he  made  his  first  tour  through  the 
United  States,  in  1829-30 ;  (touching 
at  WashingtoUv  on  his  way  to  the 
North)  to  disseminate  his  plans,  enlist 
followers  under  oaths  of  secrecy,  and 
to  obtain  funds. — Q,uery — did  he  ob- 
tain any  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  defaul- 
ter, then,  or  at  subsequent  visits? 

3.  Houston  also  made  his  disclo- 
sures to  me,  at  Washington,  about 
the  middle  of  February,  1830,  and 
doubtless  to  a  great  many  others 
more  faithful  or  suitable  to  his  pur- 
poses than  myself.  But  not  wish- 
ing to  hazard  'my  solitary  testimony 
at  the  time'  against  the  boasted  pupil 
of  Gen.  Jackson,  by  arraigning  him 
before  this  very  adopted  father  and 
patron  of  his  desiifiies,  I  said  nothing 
of  it  until  the  subsequent  autumn, 
when  I  had  casually  fallen  upon  the 
most  unquestionable  confirmation, 
and  corroborating  evidence  from 
others,  of  what  had  been  inconti- 
nently disclosed  to  me  by  General 
Houston  himself  I  then  imme- 
diately sought  a  conversation  with 
Gen.  Jackson  on  the  subject,  who,  a 
day  or  two  after,  sent  for  me  at  my 
lodgings,  and  desired  me  to  make  a 
written  statement  of  what  I  knew, 
as  I  understood  him  for  the  use  of 
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formation,  issued  his  pro- 
clamation the  27th  Novem- 
ber following,  and  laid  the 
case  before  Congress  at  the 
next  session.  [See  extract 
from  Hening  and  Man- 
fonVs  report^  page  133, 
given  in  the  last  chapter. 

4.  Shortly  after  the  above 


the  Secretary  of  State,  who  was  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  The  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 2d,  given  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter, was  written  in  compliance  witii 
that  desire,  and  handed  to  the  Pre- 
sident in  person.  What  disposition 
was  made  of  it,  I  never  heard,  or 
derived  any  knowledge  whatever  for 
six  years  after. 

4.  The  same  fatk  would  proba- 


proceedings,     Burk     was    bly  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Houston, 


arrested,  and  brought  to 
trial;  but  was  acquitted 
by  PARTY  influence,  ac- 
cording to  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  notwith- 
standing the  clearest  evi- 
dence of  guilt  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  President,  and 


but  for  the  protection  he  enjoyed 
under  the  dynasty  of  his  patron. 
For  no  proclamation  was  issued  by 
General  Jackson,  though  fond  of 
proclamations  and  protests  without 
occasion  ;  no  agent  was  despatched, 
except  a  private  and  confidential  one, 
to  give  the  subject  the  go-by,  and  it 


confirmed  by  the  universal    died  away  accordingly,  as  to  all  offi- 


sentiment  of  the  American 
people. — [See  extract  from 
Jeffer soil's  ivorks,  vol.  4, 
page  86,  given  in  the  fore- 
going chapter. 


cial  cognizance  ;  no  communication 
was  made  to  Congress,  nor  any 
thing  but  denials  of  all  knowledge 
in  the  matter  to  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter, even  after  the  facts  were  made 
notorious  to  the  whole  world,  by  the 
bold  manner  in  which  this  conspi- 
racy 'stalked  over  the  land  in  open 
day.' 
By  a  perusal  of  the  letter  I  addressed  to  Gen.  Jackson,  in 
December,  1830,  in  connection  with  the  extracts  given  in  the 
foregoing  chapter,  both  of  which  are  alluded  to  in  making  the 
above  parallel,  any  one  having  no  previous  acquaintance  with 
either,  would  be  induced  to  suppose,  without  adverting  to  the 
difference  of  names  and  dates,  that  they  were  one  and  the  same 
story  served  up  in  a  somewhat  different  version  only.  Yet,  when 
I  made  that  statement  of  the  Houston  project  to  the  President  in 
1830,  I  had  never  read  the  history  of  Burr's  conspiracy  or  his 
trial;  having  no  other  than  an  indistinct  recollection  of  its  prin- 
cipal incidents,  while  it  was  progressing  at  Richmond  in  1807. 
But  all  surprise  at  the  marked  coincidence  and  identity  be- 
tween the  two  cases  will  cease  when  it  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion that  General  Jackson,  the  patron  of  General  Houston,  was 
one  of  the  most  active  confederates  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  was  so 
deeply  interested  in  Burr's  trial  as  to  devote  himself  to  a  per- 
sonal attendance  during  the  whole  or  great  part  of  its  tedious 
progress  of  three  or  four  months,  though  seemingly  mysterious 
as  it  is  to  account  for,  he  was  not  called  upon  as  a  witness  to 
testify  in  the  case,  pro  or  con.    By  uniting  several  circumstances, 
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however,  it  is  not  so  difficult  to  explain  his  exemption.  His 
early  and  continued  communications  with  Burr,  as  a  guest  at 
his  own  house,  atid  otherwise,  viewed  in  connection  with  Burr's 
sanguine  communicativeness  to  all  prominent  men  who  gave 
him  hospitable  entertainment,*  sufficiently  declare  that  he  was 
perfectly  conversant  loith  all  the  complicated  details  of  Burros 
schemes;  and  the  very  circumstance  of  his  being  at  the  time 
not  only  a  general  of  militia,  but  the  commander-in-chief  of  all 
the  military  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  was  alone,  independent  of 
his  marked  hospitality,  a  sufficient  temptation  to  Burr  to  make 
the  strongest  overtures  to  him.  And  if  his  engagement  to  fur- 
nish Burr  with  light-boats  for  the  transportation  of  his  equip- 
ments be  not  proof  strong  as  holy  writ  of  his  familiarity  with 
their  objects,!  his  letter  to  Gov.  Claiborne,  of  Louisiana,  is  a  most 
positive  avowal  of  his  conversance  with  them — for,  this  letter  was 
written  only  just  after  it  was  discovered,  by  the  appearance  of 
the  President's  agei^^t  of  observation  in  the  west,  that  the  scheme 
was  blown — that  'the  cat  was  out  of  the  bag' — and  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  for  every  one  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  sauve  qui  pent — save  himself  who  can.  No  doubt  he 
wrote  to  Mr.  Jefferson  also,  and  engaged  him  to  pledge  his 
exoneration  from  being  called  on  as  a  witness  in  this  case.  One 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  letters  to  Mr.  Hay,  the  district  attorney,  also 
justifies  this  palpable  inference,  when  he  says  'there  is  one  or 
two  individuals  whom  I  cannot  name.'  It  has  been  seen  that 
Burr  was  not  convicted  by  default  of  a  party  jury^  or  as  Mr. 
Jefferson  would  have  it,  by  default  of  a  painty  bench^  though  the 
testimony  went  to  every  man's  private  conviction  of  his  guilt. 

If  there  be  those,  who,  from  party  feeling  or  otherwise,  still 
contend  for  the  insufficiency  of  testimony  as  early  as  December 
2,  1830,  to  put  General  Jackson  on  a  more  active  course  of  pub- 
lic measures  in  this  case,  I  would  still  refer  him  to  the  internal 
evidence  of  identity  that  pervades  the  txio  counterparts  and  amal- 
gamates them  AS  ONE  ;  and  to  the  interest  that  the  residuary  col- 
leages  of  Burr  felt  and  manifested  in  all  the  subsequent  develop- 
ments of  the  latter  case  :  let  him  also  review  and  re-peruse  again 
and  again  all  the  facts  and  authorities  in  each — for  it  is  a  subject 
of  deep  and  abiding  interest  to  the  whole  country,  transcendental 
to  all  party  considerations,  and  ought  to  remount  infinitely  above 
their  sordid  sphere.  Those  details  were  not,  indeed,  familiar  to 
me  at  the  time  of  Gen.  Houston's  communications  ;  but  the  more 
I  have  contemplated  them  in  their  aggregate  bearings  since,  the 
more  deeply  am  I  impressed  with  their  awful  bodings  of  immi- 
nent danger  to  our  institutions,  through  the  great  facilities  which 

'Hospitable  Entertainment. — See  the  testimony  of  General  Morgan,  and 
others,  in  the  foregoing  chapter. 

t  Proof  strong  as  Holy  Writ  of  his  familiarity  with  their  objects. 
See  the  Annotations  to  Part  the  First,  (No.  1.) 
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their  defective  provisio7is  of  responsibility  have  obviously  placed 
at  the  command  of  treacherous  public  servants  and  leading  ambi- 
tious partisans. 

It  has  been  wisely  said  that  'a  citizen's  life  belongs  to  his 
country.'  The  American  people  expect  every  citizen  to  do  his 
duty.  For  my  part,  I  shall  discharge  mine  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  under  all  circumstances.  I  have  no  fears;  I  owe  no 
deference,  and  I  ask  no  difference,  in  or  out  of  office !  When  I 
made  oath  'faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my  office  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  and  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,'  I  considered  it  as  binding  on  me  to  give  information  of 
treason  or  misdemeanours,  as  to  execute  the  details  of  official 
duty  assigned  me,  even  though  the  delinquent  in  treasonable 
designs  or  misdemeanours  should  be  the  head  of  the  office, 
the  department,  or  the  President  himself.  Let  every  man  adopt 
the  same  rule  of  uncompromising  duty  to  the  country  of  his 
allegiance,  and  she  must  be  safe  under  all  reverses. 

That  the  foregoing  parallel  may  be  the  more  clearly  perceived 
to  run  upon  all-fours — nay,  that  the  identity  of  the  one  case  with 
the  other  may  be  recognized  in  the  most  palpable  manner,  I  sub- 
join here  a  few  more  extracts  from  incontrovertfble  authorities. 
I  repeat,  their  identity  is  the  same;  for  it  will  be  seen  that  many 
of  the  surviving  confederates  of  Burr*  were  the  aiders  and  abet- 
tors of  the  conspiracy  of  Houston,  and  have  been  rewarded  by 
General  Jackson ;  that  Burr  had  predicted  that  this  thing  and 
the  dismemberment  of  the  Union  must  take  place  at  some  future 
time,  if  not  effected  by  him  ;  that  he  urged  the  nomination  of 
General  Jackson  for  the  presidency  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  that  General  Jackson's  zeal  in  the  matter,  finally  succeeded 
in  his  nomination,  at  his  own  commands  by  the  legislature  of 
Tennessee,  it  having  been  previously  moved  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Tennessee^  in  consonance  with  a  previous  effort  by 
another  Masonic  Lodge  in  Massachusetts,  to  nominate  him  for 
the  Vice-Presidency,  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Richardson,  a  high 
priest  in  masonry.  And  it  is  worthy  of  note  here,  that  with  this 
secret  association,  Mr.  Burr  seems  to  have  enjoyed  a  special 
favour,  if  the  Ursuline  Jesuits  of  New  Orleans  may  be  consi- 
dered as  having  co-sympathies  with  the  paternal  stock  of  secret 
associations^  and  I  believe  history  sufficiently  establishes  that 
fact,  the  evidence  of   which  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  some 

*  Nay,  more,  one  of  the  most  active  confederates  of  Aaron  Burr  was  the  first  to 
recognize  and  proclaim,  in  his  official  capacity  as  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
the  independence  of  Texas,  more  than  twelve  months  in  advance  of  the  government, 
by  his  protection  of  the  Texian  sloop  of  war  Brutus,  when  anchored  within  his 
jurisdiction.  In  his  answer  of  September  8,  1836,  to  the  complaints  of  the  Mexican 
consul,  calling  on  him  to  say,  'upon  what  grounds  his  office  acknowledged  a  flag  that 
is  not  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,'  he  asserts,  that  'it  has  been  the  practice 
of  this  port  to  tre~^at  with  respect  and  courtesy  the  flags  of  such  nations  as  have 
declared  themselves  independent,  and  maintained  their  independence  against  the  autho- 
rity of  the  country  from  which  they  have  seceded,'  &c.     See  Annotations,  No.  2.       ^ 
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rehearsal  of  in  the  Appendix  to  this  work,  where  I  shall  have  a 
wider  scope  at  this  and  other  subjects. 

In  the  second  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  Aaron  Burr,  published 
in  New  York,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  the  editor  observes: 

Page  363.  'On  the  30th  April,  1805,  Col.  Burr  and  Gabriel  Shaw,  who  had  accom- 
panied him  from  Philadelphia,  left  Pittsburg  in  their  boat.  At  this  period  Col.  Burr 
commences,  for  the  amusement  of  his  daughter,  a  journal  of  his  adventures,  which 
contains  some  interesting  details  explanatory  of  the  then  situation  of  the  western 
country.' 

The  editor  makes  copious  extracts  from  tliat  journal,  of  a  few  of  which  I  shall 
avail  myself  here,  viz  : 

Page  369.  'Arrived  at  Cincinnati  on  the  11th  of  May,  by  the  course  of  the  river 
estimated  to  be  310  miles  from  Marietta.  Meeting  here  with  General  Dayton  and 
several  old  army  acquaintances,  remained  the  whole  day.  In  the  evening,  started 
for  Louisville.     There  it  is  proposed  to  take  land  to  ride  through  part  of  Kentucky. 

'Arrived  at  Nashville  on  the  29th  of  May.  One  is  astonished  at  the  number  of 
sensible,  well-informed,  and  well-behaved,  which  is  found  here.  I  have  been  received 
with  much  hospitality  and  kindness,  and  could  stay  a  month  with  pleasure  ;  but  Gen. 
Jackson  having  provided  us  a  boat,  we  shall  set  otf  on  Sunday,  the  2d  June,  to  navi- 
gate down  the  Cumberland.  We  intend  to  make  a  rapid  voyage  down  the  Missis- 
sippi to  Natchez  and  New  Orleans. 

'Left  Nashville  on  the  3d  of  June  in  an  open  boat.  Came  down  the  Cumberland 
to  its  mouth  about  220  miles,  where  our  ark  was  in  waiting.  Reached  Massac,  on 
the  Ohio,  sixteen  miles  below,  on  the  6th.  Here  found  General  Wilkinson  on  his 
way  to  St.  Louis.  The  General  and  his  officers  fitted  me  out  with  an  elegant  barge, 
sails,  colours,  and  ten  oars,  with  a  sergeant  and  ten  able,  faithful  hands.  Thus  equip- 
ped, 1  left  Massac  on  the  10th  of  June,  Shaw  in  company.       *  *  * 

'On  the  twenty-fifth  of  June  reached  New  Orleans.  *  *  The  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  are  here  called  Americans.  I  have  been  received  ivith  distinction.  The 
mark  of  attention  with  which  I  have  been  most  flattered  is  a  letter  from  the  holy 
sisters,  the  Ursuline  nuns,  congratulating  me  on  my  arrival.  Having  returned  a  polite 
answer  to  this  letter,  it  was  intimated  to  me  that  the  saints  had  a  desire  to  see  me. 
The  bishop  conducted  me  to  the  cloister.  We  conversed  at  first  through  the  grates ; 
but  presently  I  was  admitted  within,  and  I  passed  an  hour  with  them  greatly  to  my 
satisfaction.  *  *  This  city  is  larger  than  I  expected.  I  have  promised  to  return 
here  next  fall.  I  go  on  the  lOth  instant,  (July,)  by  land,  to  Kentucky,  and  thence, 
probably,  to  St.  Louis.  '^1  la  Sante  Madame  Alston,'  is  generally  the  first  toast  at 
every  table  I  have  been.  ******* 

'Arrived  at  Nashville  on  the  6th  of  August.  *  *  The  hospitality  of  these  people 
will  keep  me  here  till  the  12th  inst.  when  I  shall  partake  of  a  public  dinner  given, 
nottothe  Vice-President,  but  to  A.  B.  *  *  I  am  still  at  Nashville,  (August  13th.) 
For  a  xceek  I  have  been  lounging  at  the  house  of  General  Jackson,  once  a  lawyer,  after 
a  judge,  now  a  planter;  a  man  of  intelligence,  and  one  of  those  prompt,  frank,  ardent 
souls  whom  I  LOVE  to  meet.  *  *  To-morrow  I  move  on  towards  Lexington.' 
&C.&C.— (Page  372.) 

Page  392.  'During  the  years  1S06  and  1807,  Herman  Blannerhasset  kept  a  private 
journal,  in  which  are  recorded  the  principal  incidents  arising  out  of  his  connections 
with  Colonel  Burr.  *  *  It  appears  that  in  December,  180.5,  Blannerhasset  address^ 
ed  a  letter  to  Col.  Burr,  expressing  a  wish  to  participate  in  any  speculation  in  the 
western  country  that  might  present  itself  to  Burr.  *  *  In  August,  1806,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  overture.  Burr  visited  Blannerhasset  at  his  house  on  the  Ohio. 
*     *     Blannerhasset  tendered  his  services  to  Burr,  generally. 

Page  398.  'October  8,  1807.  I*  called  on  Burr  this  morning,  when  he  at  last 
mentioned  to  me,  during  a  short  tete-a-tete,  that  he  was  preparing  to  go  to  England; 
that  the  time  was  now  auspicious  for  him,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether  I  could 
give  him  letters.  *  *  'After  Col.  Burr's  return  to  the  United  States  from  Europe, 
he  received  several  letters  from  Blannerhasset;  in  two  of  them  he  refers  to  a  suit 
which  he  had  commenced  against  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  Adams  county,  Mis- 
sissippi territory, /or  a  balance  due  Burr.  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  made  on  the  subject, 
under  date  of  the  4th  of  October,  1812,  he  says,  'I  allude  to  an  account  between 
yourself  and  Andrew  Jackson,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  on  which  appears  a  balance  in 
your  favour  of  $1,726  62,'  &c. 

*3lanxerhasset. 
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The  following  extracts  throw  some  light  upon  the  artifices  early  brought  into 
requisition  to  procure  the  nomination  of  Gen'l  Jaclcson  to  the  presidency,  probably 
to  insure  the  accomplishment  of  Burr's  abortive  schemes. 

JMemoirs  of  Aaron  Burr,  vol.  2,  page  433.  Extract  from  Burr's  letter  to  Joseph 
Alston,  governor  of  South  Carolina : 

'New  York,  November  20,  1815. 

'A  congressional  caucus  will,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month,  nominate  James 
Monroe  lor  President  of  the  United  States,  and  will  call  on  all  good  republicans  to 
support  the  nomination.  Whether  we  consider  the  measure  itself,  the  character  and 
talents  of  the  man,  or  the  state  whence  he  comes,  this  nomination  is  equally  exceptiona- 
ble and  odious.  I  have  often  heard  your  opinion  of  these  congressional  nominations. 
They  are  hostile  to  all  freedom  and  independence  of  suffrage.  A  certain  junto  of 
actual  and  factitious  Virginians,  having  had  j)ossession  of  the  government  for  twenty- 
four  years,  consider  the  United  States  as  their  property,  and,  by  bawling  'support  the 
Administration,^  have  too  long  succeeded  in  duping  the  Republican  Public.  *  * 
The  moment  is  extremely  auspicious  for  breaking  down  this  degrading  system. 
The  best  citizens  of  our  countrj-  acknowledge  the  feebleness  of  our  Administration. 
They  acknowledge  that  offices  are  bestowed  merely  to  preserve  power  and  without  the 
smallest  regard  to  fitness.  If,  then,  there  be  a  man  in  the  United  States  of  firmness 
and  decision,  and  having  standing  enough  to  afford  even  a  hope  of  success,  it  is  your 
duty  to  hold  him  up  to  the  public  view:  that  man  is  Andrew  Jackson.  Nothing 
is  wanting  but  a  respectable  nomination,  made  before  the  proclamation  of  the  Virgina 
caucus,  and  Jackson's  success  is  inevitable.  If  this  project  should  accord  with  your 
views,  I  could  wish  to  see  you  prominent  in  the  execution  of  it.  It  must  be  known 
to  be  your  work.  Whether  a  formal  and  open  nomination  should  now  be  made,  or 
whether  you  should,  for  the  present,  content  yourself  with  barely  denouncing,  by  a 
joint  resolution  of  both  houses  of  your  legislature,  congressional  cauaises  and  nomina- 
tions, you  only  can  judge.  One  consideration  inclines  me  to  hesitate  about  the  policy 
of  a  present  nomination — it  is  this  :  that  Jackson  ought  first  to  be  admonished  to  be 
passive ;  for,  the  moment  he  shall  be  announced  as  a  candidate,  he  will  be  assailed  by 
the  Virginia  junto,  with  menaces  and  with  insidious  promises  of  boons  and  favours 
There  is  danger  that  Jackson  might  be  wrought  upon  by  such  prac- 
tises.    If  an  open  nomination  be  made,  an  express  should  be  instantly  sent  to  him,'  &c. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  March  15,  1825: 

'General  Jackson. — In  publishing  the  following  extraordineiry  article  from  the 
Nashville  Whig,  (a  paper  not  friendly  to  General  Jackson,)  we  have  to  state  that 
we  have  not  the  most  distant  suspicion  of  the  name  or  character  of  the  author.  If 
the  letter  be  not  an  absolute  forgery,  we  have  then  to  ask,  who  is  this  officer  lately 
in  the  southern  army,  whose  name  begins  with  H,  who  had  business  with  the  War 
Department  last  fall,  and  who  met  General  Jackson  at  Washington,  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  November  last?'  &c. 

'General  Jackson's  private  opinions  — The  following  extract  from  a  letter 
from  an  officer  formerly  in  the  Southern  army,  to  a  gentleman  in  this  town,  will,  no 
doubt,  interest  our  readers  : 

*  *  *  'For  the  last  fifteen  years  I  had  been  on  terms  of  intimacy,  and 
in  the  closest  friendship  with  General  Jackson.  In  November  last,  as  I  was  return- 
ing west  from  the  seat  of  government,  to  which  I  had  been  called  by  private  busi- 
ness with  one  of  the  Departments,  I  met  the  General  and  his  lady  at  a  public  house 
in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  put  up  for  the  night,  as  he  was  jour- 
neying to  the  capital  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  *  *  *  i  never  had  seen 
him  so  cheerful  and  happy.  Various  political  subjects  were  introduced  and  discussed. 
I  spoke  of  the  presidential  election,  &c.     *     *     'I'll  tell  you  how  it  is,  my  friend 

H ,'  he  said.     '/  now  find  myself  xtrged  on  by  a  popvlar  current  ;  where  it  will 

leave  me  when  the  tide  shall  subside,  I  cannot  tell,  nor  do  I  much  care.'  *  *  * 
I  asked  him  if  it  was  finally  with  his  consent  that  the  legislature  of  Tennessee 
nominated  him  as  a  fit  person  for  the  office,  (the  Presidency.)  'It  was  by  my 
direction,'  said  he.  'A  few  days  before  the  meeting  of  that  body,  /  received  a  letter 
from  a  great  leading  character  in  New  York,  a  personal  friend,  urging  me:  in  the  most 
forcible  and  persuasive  terms  to  make  an  immediate  effort  to  arouse  the  west  in  my 
behalf,  before  another  aspirant  in  that  quarter,  an  implacable  personal  enemy, 
should,  by  uniting  artifice  with  popularity,  secure  it  to  himself.  *  *  Upon  which, 
I  directed  my  adherents  in  the  Tennessee  legislature,  to  pass  the  resolutions  they 
did  on  that  subject.' '  Stc.  &c. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  be  permitted  to  reiterate  my  firm  belief, 
rendered  still  more  fixed  and  immoveable  by  this  collation  of  the 
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diversified  and  irrefragable  testimony  which  heretofore  floated 
but  loosely  or  less  cohesively  in  my  mind,  that  General  Jackson 
was  perfectly  apprised  of  the  conspiracy  of  General  Houston, 
before  the  date  of  my  communication  of  it  to  him  ;  and  that  his 
strictly  confidential  letter  to  Mr.  Fulton,  affecting  to  institute  an 
inquiry  which  its  own  injunctions  rendered  inoperative,  denounc- 
ing to  him  withal,  that  his  information  was  not  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify official  proceedings — deserves  to  be  regarded  in  no  other 
light  than  as  an  illustrious  example  of  that  duplicity  which  has 
so  eminently  characterized  the  'Jacksonian  diplomacy'  through- 
out his  eight  years'  administration  of  the  federal  government, 
both  in  its  foreign  and  internal  relations.  At  least,  1  have 
demonstrated  that  his  information  was  unquestionably  sufficient 
afterwards  to  have  demanded  of  him  the  removal  of  the  secrecy 
with  which  he  had  enveloped  the  whole  plot;  that  upon  every 
principle  of  public  justice  and  executive  duty,  long  before  1  knew 
a  breath  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Fulton,  General  Jackson  himself 
ought  to  have  been  the  agent  to  hand  the  documents  over  to  the 
archives  of  the  nation,  and  to  have  rendered  them  a  subject  of 
"public  action  by  all  the  various  modes  oi  proclamation^  congres- 
sional coimnunication^  and  general  orders  to  the  proper  officers  of 
the  government,  after  the  example  of  one  of  his  illustrious  prede- 
cessors in  the  like  case,  or  even  without  example,  had  it  indeed 
been  the  first  instance  of  such  an  outrage  upon  international  law, 
common  justice,  or  good  neighbourship.  But,  in  truth,  he 
intended  no  avowal  in  the  case  whatever.  He  meant  to  give 
IT  THE  GO-BY — hc  meant  to  overlay  it — and  this  was  the  inge- 
nious, the  disingenuous  artifice  by  which  it  was  to  be  consigned 
to  its  everlasting  sleep,  under  a  veil,  which,  if  ever  it  should  come 
to  be  lifted  up,  might  be  pleaded  in  extenuation,  as  disclosing 
honourable  feelings  and  sentiments,  however  mistaken  was  his 
judgment  in  undervaluing  the  testimony  of  what  was  obviously 
in  progress,  and  daily  becoming  more  and  more  manifest  till  its 
consummation ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  he  persisted  in  a  disin- 
genuous silence  towards  Congress,  and  in  denying  any  know- 
ledge of  it  in  his  communications  with  the  Mexican  minister 
through  the  secretary  of  state. 

And  I  now  appeal  to  public  opinion,  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  executive  delinquency  in  the  above  course,  when 
this  letter  to  Mr.  Fulton  came  into  my  hands,  six  years  after  its 
date,  based  upon  my  own  statement  of  facts  ^  denounced  in  it  as 
not  established,  and  as  insufficient  for  official  action,  did  this  cir- 
cumstance not  only  give  me  the  most  indubitable  claims  upon  it 
personally  to  vindicate  my  statement  thus  impugned,  but  also 
impose  on  me  a  superadded  obligation  to  lay  it  before  the  world, 
constituting  as  it  unquestionably  does,  an  important  link  in  the 
history  of  those  unique  times,  which  could  not  be  but  half  under- 
stood without  it?     Indeed,  to  my  mind  it  obviously  'belonged  to 
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history,'*  and  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  the  present  high- 
ly distorted  parly  judgment  upon  the  case,  I  feel  sufficiently  san- 
guine of  the  exculpatory  decision  of  all  impartial  minds,  and  of 
the  universal  decree  of  posterity. 

*  To  MY  suND  IT  OBVIOUSLY  BELONGED  TO  HISTORY. — Without  Comment,  I 
subjuin  the  following  eiiclorseinciits  of  the  opinion  above  expressed,  taken  from  the 
National  Intelligencer,  of  tiie  12lh  and  15th  of  October  last. 

'TO    THE    EDITORS    OF    THE    NATIONAL    INTELLIGENCER. 

'Mount  Carmel,  Wabash  Co.  111.  Sept.  17,  1838. 

'Gentlemen  : — On  reading  your  editorial  remarks  in  your  paper  of  the  5th  inst- 
respecting  Dr.  Mayo's  communications,  I  do  most  heartily  concur  with  you  in  your 
sentiments.  I  rejoice  that  the  era  of  investigation  has  now  commenced.  I  hope 
you  will  admit  of  other  communications  of  the  same  tenour  ;  therefore,  I  enclose  you 
the  within  documents.  Your  editorial  remarks  called  them  forth  Irom  a  dusty  shelf. 
As  soon  as  I  read  your  remarks,  I  sat  down  and  copied  them ;  the  originals  may  be 
had  if  called  tor.  I  had  no  idea  of  ever  calling  up  Mr.  Madison's  letter,  but  circum- 
stances now  justify  its  coming  forth.  The  papers  referred  to  were  sent  to  him  at 
Kichmond,  while  in  the  Virginia  convention,  and  acknowledged  by  Ibrwarding  to  me 
In  return,  under  his  own  frank,  a  copy  of  the  first  impression  of  the  new  constitution 
of  Virginia. 

If,  gentlemen,  John  Paulding,  David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart,  could  detect 
an  Arnold's  treason,  let  not  the  attempts  of  as  many  almost  beardless  boys  of  the 
west,  who  overturned  the  great  western  conspiracy,  be  buried  in  oblivion  1  The 
illustrious  Madison  very  justly  remarked,  that  they  'must  merit  preservation,'  and 
the  result  is  an  -auspicious  pledge  given  by  the  genius  of  republican  institutions  and 
the  spirit  of  a  free  people  for  future  triumphs  over  dangers  of  every  sort  that  may  be 
encountered  in  our  national  career.' 

As  to  myself,  as  I  have  stated  before,  I  seek  nothing.  I  act  on  this  occasion,  for 
posterity!    Let  our  youths  unite  and  save  their  country.  TH.  S.  HINDE. 


'Urbana,  Champaign  Co.  Ohio,  July  2.3,  1829. 

•Dear  Sir  : — These  lines  are  dictated  under  a  strong,  and,  I  may  add,  a  powerful 
conviction  of  the  critical  stale  of  our  national  affairs.  It  is  neither  vanity  nor  flat- 
tery that  influences  my  mind  on  the  present  occasion.  I  am  but  an  humble  indivi- 
dual— a  pioneer  of  the  west  from  a  lad,  a  personal  friend  of  your  relations  in  Ken- 
tucky, having  a  son  in  my  family  bearing  the  name  of  one,  and,  as  lor  myself,  an 
uniform  supporter  of  your  'trying'  yet  'triumphant'  administration. 

'I  am  pleased  to  find  that  you,  sir,  are  about  preparing  to  write  a  political  history 
of  our  coutitry.  [The  public  journals  had  so  asserted.]  This  history  could  not 
have  fallen  into  better  hands  to  perform  the  work:  and,  since  I  sat  down  hastily  to 
address  you  this  note,  subjects  in  relation  to  this  matter  other  than  those  1  had  in 
view  when  I  began  to  vvrite,  have  rushed  upon  the  mind. 

'Your  administration  was  one  blended  with  so  many  eventful  occurrences,  that  for 
a  season  the  mind  was  led  to  view  the  whole  history  of  that  memorable  period  as  a 
recurrence  to  a  second  revolution  ;  and  one  would  be  often  at  a  loss  to  know  which 
should  be  most  admired,  the  firmness  of  the  people  who  supported  you,  or  the  untir- 
ing patience  and  fortitude  with  which  the  ailairs  of  the  nation  were  administered. 
To  remark,  too,  the  powerful  opposition,  and  this  opposition  overpowered  and  over- 
turned by  moderation  and  forbearance  ! 

'But  I  fear  that  the  day  of  our  splendour  and  glory  is  like  to  be  overcast  by  the 
cloud  or  vapour  of  a  far  difl'erent  character.  There  is  a  want  of  forbearance  that  I 
fear  will  convulse  the  whole  body  politic,  and  in  the  end  will  settle  down  in  party 
strife  and  animosity ;  therefore,  if  the  information  be  correct  that  the  contemplated 
political  history  may  not  see  light  till  you  are  no  more,  it  may  be  that  this  procras- 
tination may  prove  injurious  to  your  country. 

At  the  close  of  your  administration  there  was  evidently,  to  superficial  observers  a 
kind  of  mist  that  rested  upon  many  occurrences  that  bewildered  the  mind  ;  but  the 
rays  of  truth,  as  time  advanced,  have  dissipated  them  all ;  and  the  faithful  historian 
in  after  ages  will  place  your  administration  on  higher  grounds  than  that  of  any  other 
from  the  days  of  Washington.  The  great  and  good  Jefferson  had  left  you  as  a  kind 
of  executor  to  settle  our  affairs  with  foreign  nations.     Affairs  in  Europe  necessarily 
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Let  it  not  be  inferred,  from  the  tenour  of  these  chapters  and 
their  quotations,  that  I  have  been  hostile  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  bona  fide  citizens  of  Texas  to  redress  any  real  grievances 
they  had  suffered  from  the  Mexican  government  anterior  to  the 

rendered  it  so.  I  therefore  hesitate  not  in  declaring  that  the  sentiments  now  express- 
ed are  cool  and  dispassionate  convictions  of  my  own  judgment. 

I  have  thus  far  expressed  my  mind  freely,  and  as  fully  as  I  intended  to  do,  without 
any  design  to  solicit  an  answer.  But  the  circumstance  before  hinted  at  was,  that  it 
either  fortunately  or  unfortunately  I'ell  to  my  lot,  when  a  youth,  to  become  the  organ 
of  the  first  disclosure  in  the  west  of  the  plot  for  dismemberment  of  the  Union,  under 
Mr.  Jefferson's  administration.  If,  therefore,  any  facts  in  relation  to  that  singular 
transaction  be  important,  if  requested,  at  a  leisure  time  I  will  commit  them  to  paper, 
and  forward  them  to  you. 

I  shall  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  it  again  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
(Virginia)  to  call  back  our  national  councils  to  the  very  serious  consideration  of  first 
principles. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken,  and  accept  the  assu- 
rances of  my  sincere  respect  and  esteem,  as  a  citizen  of  this  republic  ;  and  remain^ 
Your  obedient  servant,  TH.  S.  HINDE. 

James  Madison,  Esq. 


[reply.] 

'MoNTPELiER,  August  17,  1829. 

'Dear  Sir  : — Your  letter  of  July  23d,  was  duly  received,  but  at  the  time  when  I 
was  under  an  indisposition,  remains  of  which  are  still  upon  me.  I  know  not 
whence  the  error  originated,  that  I  was  engaged  in  writing  a  histoiy  of  our  country. 
It  is  true,  that  some  of  my  correspondences  during  a  prolonged  public  life,  with 
other  manuscripts  connected  with  important  public  transactions,  are  on  my  files,  and 
may  contribute  materials  for  a  historic  pen.  But  a  regular  history  of  our  country, 
even  during  its  revolutionary  and  independent  character,  would  be  a  task  forbidden 
by  the  age  alone  at  which  I  returned  to  private  life,  as  requiring  lights  on  various 
subjects  which  are  gradually  to  be  drawn  from  sources  not  yet  opened  for  public 
use.  The  friendly  tone  of  your  letter  has  induced  me  to  make  these  explanatory 
remarks,  which  being  meant  for  yourself  only,  I  must  request,  may  be  so  con- 
sidered. 

'The  authentic  facts  which  it  appears  you  happen  to  possess,  relating  to  the  crimi- 
nal enterprise  in  the  ivest,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  must  merit 
PRESERVATION  AS  BELONGING  TO  A  HISTORY  OF  THAT  PERIOD;  and  if  no  re- 
pository more  eligible  occurs  to  you,  a  statement  of  them  may  find  a  place  among  my 
political  papers.    The  result  of  that  enterprise  is  among  the  auspicious 

PLEDGES    given  BY   THE   GENIUS  OF  REPUBLICAN  INSTITUTIONS  AND  THE  SPIRIT 

OF  A  FREE  PEOPLE  for  futurc  triumphs  over  dangers  of  every  sort  that  may  be 
encountered  in  our  national  career. 

'I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  motives  which  prompted  the  too  partial  views  you 
have  taken  of  my  public  services,  and  which  claim  from  me  mv  good  wishes,  which 
I  tender  you.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Thomas  S.  Hinde,  Esq.  Urbana,  Champaign  county,  Ohio. 

Washington,   October  12,  1838. 

Gentlemen: — No  words  are  adequate  to  express  to  you  the  thrilling  satisfaction 
with  which  I  read  in  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morning  the  communication  of  Mr. 
Hinde,  of  Illinois. 

When  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  fire  a  cannon  over  our  political  waters,  (denounced  a 
temerity  by  some,  indiscretion  by  others,  and  ill  faith  by  the  interested,)  little  did 
I  anticipate  that  a  living  witness  would  hear  the  sound,  repair  to  my  support,  and 
recount  historical  facts  of  point  blank  identity  in  justification  of  my  course,  though 
I  did  suppose  that  perchance  some  of  the  stifled  testimonials  might  lise  up  to  the 
surface,  and  confirm  the  suspicions  so  justly  entertained  of  the  agents  concerned  in 
their  desecration.  This  hope,  has  in  part,"been  realized  by  Mr.  Hinde's  communi- 
cation, which  will  probably  lead  to  further  developments,  both  of  the  old  conspi- 
racy of  Burr,  and  the  new  one  of  Houston,  to  demonstrate,  beyond  the  cavil  of 
interested  partisans,  that  they  were  cast  in  the  same  matrix  by  the  re-union  of  iden- 
tical and  kindred  spirits. 
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interference  of  General  Houston;  or  to  his  subsequent  course 
and  that  of  the  host  of  American  citizens  whose  adventurous 
spirit  he  had  seduced  to  follow  him,  though  with  hostile  pur- 
poses— all  of  whose  latter  proceeding's  would  seem  to  me  to  be 
commendable,  in  their  private  capacity,  to  afford  succour  to  their 
deluded  brethren  in  that  region,  «/Vfir  the  indiscriminate  slaughter 
f)f  their  advanced  corps  at  the  Brasses,  S^c,  At  least,  I  consider 
the  achievements  of  Sa7i  Jacinto  have  redeemed  everij  previous  law 
less  or  imprudent  step  of  our  misguided  citizens,  and  of  General 
Houston  himself ;  yet,  it  is  his  sheer  good  fortune  and  the 
SUCCESS  of  the  enterprise,  that  can  plead  any  extenuation  of 
General  Jackson''s  connivance  at  it,  in  utter  derogation  of  high 
official  duties  ;  for,  only  suppose  an  incident  that  was  far  the  most 
likely  to  occur,  that  the  whole  of  the  forlorn  hand  at  San  Jacinto 
had  fallen  victims  to  the  same  indiscriminate  onassacre  of  their 
advanced  corps!  how  would  General  Jackson  have  ever  answered 
the  overwhelming  grief  and  lamentations  of  their  bereaved  friends 
or  the  twinges  of  his  own  conscience  for  so  much  choice  blood 
of  his  countrymen  flowing  in  torrents  under  the  special  patron- 
age of  his  derelict  official  duties— if,  indeed,  the  success  of  the 
more  fortunate  can  appease  the  just  complaints  of  all  other  suf- 
ferers from  this  piratical  enterprise,  commenced  and  accomplished 
under  his  abused  official  patronage ! !  I  have  given  the  most 
unquestionable  demonstration  of  my  friendliness  to  the  Texians, 
and  even  the  conspirators,  since  the  changed  position  of  this  irholc 
■question  after  my  countrymen  had  been  deluded,  and  deluded 
themselves  into  a  situation  from  which  they  could  not  recede,  but 
must  go  through  or  perish  !  I  have  been  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient advocates  of  their  recognition  by  this  government,  by  various 
personal  exertions,  calling  meetings,  preparing  memorials,  and 
obtaining  signatures,  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
WHEREUPON  THE  RECOGNITION  WAS  ACTUALLY 
MADE.*     The   changed   posture   of  affairs  called  for  a  new 

The  anticipation  of  such  a  course  of  further  developments  is  justified  by  the 
solicitation  of  Mr.  Hinde  that  you  will  continue  to  give  place  in  your  columns  to 
similar  communications.  At  any  rate,  the  endorsaiion  in  advance,  by  Mr.  Madison, 
on  the  course  I  have  felt  myself  bound  in  duty  to  my  country  and  posterity  to  pur- 
sue, in  relation  to  similar  documents  in  a  similar  case,  'as  belonging;  to  a  history  of 
that  period,'  will  stand  me  as  a  distinguished  and  irrefragiblc  offset  against  the 
denunciations  of  an  interested  and  sinister  administration,  who,  falsely  professing  to 
pattern  after  those  of  Jefferson  and  Madison,  have,  under  that  cloak,  perpetrated 
most  of  the  political  abominations  which  were  discountenanced,  interdicted,  and 
prosecuted  by  those  patriotic  statesmen  ;  and,  among  the  rest,  they  have  committed 
some  of  the  very  acts,  with  clamorous  self-gratulation,  which  were  considered  and 
treated  as  treason  in  the  purer  times  of  their  predecessors.  But  an  enlightened 
public  will  yet  convince  these  false  patriots,  that  what  was  treason  then  is  treason 
now. 

With  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Hinde,  and  gratitude  to  the  shade  of  the  immortal 
Madisox,  I  remain  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton.  ROBERT  MAYO. 

*  Preparing  memorials,  obtaining  signatures,  &.c.  whereupon  the  recognition  was 
actually  made.     See  Annotations,  (No.  3.) 
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course  of  policy  in  these  respects.  Our  seduced  and  misguided 
fellow-citizens  in  Texas,  were  all  destined  to  be  slaughtered  if 
not  sustained.  In  that  view  I  would  go  the  lengths  to  waive 
and  compromise  the  v/rong  they  had  committed  against  Mexico, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  by  the  recogni- 
tion of  Texian  independence,  thereby  placing  her  in  a  position  of 
strength  and  ?iatio?ial  credit,  which  would  elevate  her  above  the 
casualties  that  might  otherwise  subject  her  to  the  reclamation  of 
Mexico  by  exterminating  war;  and  at  the  same  time  make  head 
against  another  threatened  mischief  to  the  integrity  of  this 
Union,  by  placing  her  out  of  the  pale  of  a  possible  constitutional 
annexation  to  the  United  Stales,*  which  would  inevitably  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  empire  of  states  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac,  by  way  of  avenging  certain  southern  feelings  against  our 
eastern  brethren,  and  compassing  various  other  odds  and  ends  of 
speculation,  political,  agrarian,  commercial,  Sic.  &c.  The  recog- 
nition, did,  accordingly  pass  the  senate,  but  with  totally  differentf 

*  Out  of  the  pale  of  a  possible  constitutional  annexation  to  the 
United  States. — Mr.  Jefferson  addres.sed  a  letter  dated  the  12th  of  August,  1803, 
to  Mr.  Breckenridge,  then  a  member  of  the  senate,  and  afterwards  attorney-gene- 
ral of  the  United  States,  on  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  by  treaty  just  then  nego- 
tiated with  France,  and  to  be  submitted  to  congress  at  a  called  session  to  convene  on 
the  17th  of  October.  He  frankly  avowed  to  Mr.  B.  his  opinion,  that  the  purchase 
was  an  infringement  of  the  constitution,  and  suggested  an  amendment  of  it,  to  sanc- 
tion the  acquisition.  That  opinion,  however,  was  set  at  ease  by  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  and  has  been  since  set  aside  as  erroneous,  by  a  subsequent  judicial  expo- 
sition of  the  constitutional  sovereignty  of  the  federal  government  in  regard  to  the 
treaty  making  power.  I  subjoin  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  the  judicial 
exposition,  viz : 

'This  treaty,  must,  of  course  be  laid  before  both  houses,  because  both  have  impor- 
tant functions  to  exercise  respecting  it.  They,  I  presume,  will  see  their  duty  to 
their  country  in  ratifying  and  paying  for  it,  so  as  to  secure  a  good  which  would  otiier- 
wise  probably  be  never  again  in  their  power.  But  I  suppose  they  must  then  appeal 
to  ihe  nation  for  an  additional  article  to  the  constitution,  approving  and  confirming 
an  act  which  the  nation  had  not  previously  authorized.  The  constitution  has  made 
no  provision  for  our  holding  foreign  territory,  still  less  for  incorporating  foreign 
nations  into  our  Union.  The  Executive,  in  seizing  the  fugitive  occurrence  which  so 
much  advances  the  good  of  their  country,  have  done  an  act  beyond  the  constitution. 
The  legislature,  in  casting  behind  them  metaphysical  subtleties,  and  risking  them- 
selves like  faithful  servants,  must  ratify  and  pay  lor  it,  and  throw  themselves  on  their 
country  for  doing  for  them  unauthorized  what  we  know  they  would  have  done  for 
themselves  had  they  been  in  a  situation  to  do  it.  It  is  the  case  of  a  guardian,  invest- 
ing the  money  of  his  ward  in  purchasing  an  important  adjacent  territory ;  and  say- 
ing to  him,  when  of  age,  I  did  this  for  your  good  ;  I  pretend  to  no  right  to  bind  you  ; 
you  may  disavow  me,  and  I  must  get  out  of  the  scrape  as  I  can ;  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  risk  myself  for  you.  But  we  shall  not  be  disavowed  by  the  nation,  and  their 
act  of  indemnity  will  confirm  and  not  weaken  the  constitution,  by  more  strongly 
marking  out  its  lines.' — Jefferson's  Writings,  vol.  iii,  p.  512. 

•The  constitution  of  the  United  States  confers,  absolutely,  on  the  government  of 
the  Union,  the  poy.'er  of  making  u-ar  and  of  making  treaties.  Consequently  that 
government  possesses  the  power  of  acquiring  territory,  either  by  conquest  or  by 
treaty,  [which  power  and  right  of  acquisition  are  inseparably  incident  to  the  sove- 
reignty thereby  conferred.]      1  Peters,  542,  Svp.  Court,  U.  S.  1828, 

t  But  with  totally  diffebent  views. — It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the 
diversity  of  their  views,  either  as  to  their  degrees  of  reprehensibility  or  their  praise- 
worthiness.  It  is,  however,  hardly  questionable,  that  the  interest  of  one  of  the  sena- 
tors from  Mississippi,  Mr.  Walker,  lo  the  amount  of  about  ^40,000  in  Texian  lands, 
would  vitiate  his  vote  and  zeal  in  the  matter,  particularly  too,  when  he  took  advan» 
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views  of  many  of  its  advocates  from  the  south,  who  considered 
it  one  step  gained  towards  lier  annexation,  and  the  consequent 
severment  of  the  Union,  by  the  accession  of  strength  to  the 
slave-hohUng  interest.  Deplorable  indeed  is  that  infatuation  of 
the  north,'*  wliich  compels  the  south  to  resort  to  unconstitutional 

tage  of  the  absence  of  several  senators,  to  bring  the  question  up  unexpectedly.  These 
are  some  of  the  ambushes  of  legislation,  behind  which  a  trickish  speculator  frequently 
lays-wait  to  entrap  an  unguarded  majority. 

•Deplorable  indeed  is  that  infatuation  of  the  North. — It  is  well 
known  that  the  interference  with  the  institutions  of  the  south  above  alluded  to,  is 
not  confined  to  our  own  brethren  of  the  north.  And  I  believe  that  the  folly  of  their 
conduct  towards  the  slave-holding  portions  of  this  Union  cannot  be  more  forcibly 
brought  home  to  their  understandings,  than  by  a  perusal  of  the  following  just  rebuke 
given  to  their  infamous  colleague  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  by  Wm.  H. 
Chase,  Esq.  while  on  a  tour  through  England.  The  pragmatical  abolitionists  will 
be  enabled  to  infer  from  tlie  parity  "of  reasoning  it  contains",  that  their  white  paupers 
are  fast  approximating  to  the  condition  of  the  paupers  of  England  and  Ireland; 
which  will  never  be  the  case  with  the  white  population  of  the  slave-holding  states, 
nor  with  the  slaves  themselves.  I  rather  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  invidious- 
ness  alone  that  actuates  most  of  tlie  abolitionists  of  the  north,  because  man}'  of  them 
are  not  in  as  comfortable  a  condition  as  the  slaves  of  the  south,  and  therelbre  it  is 
that  they  resort  to  this  underhanded  annoyance  of  their  masters. 

An  unfortunate  instance  of  the  versatility  of  the  human  mind,  may  here  be  cited, 
in  the  case  of  the  honourable  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who  in  one  breath  rightfully  exposes  the  'duplicity  and  hostility'  of  the 
federal  executive,  in  its  diplomacy  towards  a  foreign  power,  and  in  its  unwarrantable 
interference  with  her  domestic  concerns;  while  in  another  breath,  nay  in  almost 
every  speech  he  utters,  he  stimulates  our  brethren  of  the  north,  to  the  most  outra- 
geous interference  with  the  state  institutions  and  reserved  constitutional  rights  of  the 
slave-holding  states;  which  has  a  more  inevitable  tendency  to  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  than  any  act  of  foreign  injustice,  received  or  inflicted,  can  possibly  have. 
The  rif^ht  of  petitio7i  applies  onl}''  to  the  grievances  of  the  peiilioners,  but  cannot 
extend  to  an  interference  with  the  rights  or  grievances  of  their  neighbours. 

iFrom  the  JVational  Intelligencer  of  Dec.  28,  1S3S.] 

'Pensacola,  Dec.  10, 1S38. 

'Messrs.  Gales  &-  Seaton  -.—In  your  paper  of  the  17th  October,  I  observe  an  extract 
from  a  ieiter  of  mine  addressed  to  Daniel  O'Connell,  Esq.  member  of  Parliament,  &tc. 
signed  'An  American.' 

'I  wrote  tlie  letter  from  Liverpool,  after  a  tour  through  England,  and  on  the  point  of 
embarking  for  beautiful,  but  sulFering  Ireland.  WhUst  on  the  quay,  I  witnessed  the  land- 
ing, from  a  Dublin  steamer,  of  a  number  of  Irish  labourers  come  over  to  the  English  harvest, 
and  was  induced  by  their  wretched  appearance,  as  well  as  by  the  recollection  of  the  abuse 
heaped  on  my  country  by  the  unprincipled  'agitator,'  to  address  him  the  letter  alluded  to, 
and  which  I  offer  to  you  entire. 

Your  correspondent  from  London  most  feelingly  describes  the  condition  of  the  miserable, 
deceived,  but  noble  Irish  people.  The  utter  desolation  of  the  poor  is  heart-rending.  It  is 
enough,  indeed,  to  'chill  the  very  blood  in  your  veins,'  to  behold  thousands  of  wretches, 
from  helpless  infancy  to  imhcci-le  age,  wandering  through  the  public  streets  and  highroads, 
seeking  for  food  leithout  finding  it :  whilst  thousands  besides  are  living  from  day  to  day 
on  the  minimum  of  subsistence,  without  any  thing  to  fall  back  upon,  and  where  the  inter- 
mission of  a  day's,  aye,  an  hour's,  labour  brings  with  it  hunger  and  despair  ! 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  WM.  H.  CHASE, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

'Liverpool,  July  4,  1838. 

'To  Daniel  O'Connell,  Esq.  M.  P.  London  : 

'Sir  : — America  has  come  in  for  a  share  of  the  abuse  which  you  are  in  the  habit  of  heap- 
ing on  every  body  and  every  thing  not  appertaining  to  yourself.  As  an  American  I  prefer 
your  enmity  to  your  friendship.  You  have  been  pleased  to  denounce  America  as  a  nation 
of  liars,  since,  with  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  their  mouths,  they  hold  their  fellow- 
creatures  in  bondage  Is  there,  then,  no  bondage  in  England,  in  Ireland,  in  your  colonies  .'' 
Where  are  chains  more  firmly  rivetted  than  in  the  dark  dens  and  lanes  of  London,  Leeds, 
Liverpool  ;  of  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Dublin  ?    In  the  bogs  and  morasses  of  your  own 
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remedies  to  counteract  unconstitutional  and  superadded  cruel 
interferences  in  their  domestic  institutions  and  reserved  rights  as 
demi-sovereign  states — sovereign  in  this  particular,  and  in  the 
other  particulars  not  delegated  to  the  federal  government. 

The  reader  who  cannot  discriminate  between  this  course,  and 
that  which  I  took  upon  the  revival  of  Burr's  conspiracy  and 
the  prosecution  of  it  in  its  early  stages,  under  the  connivance 
and  patronage  of  the  official  representative  of  this  Union  whose 
duty  it  is  to  maintain  good  faith  in  her  foreign  relations,  is  not  an 
object  of  envy  for  his  sagacity,  but  of  pity  for  his  utter  obtuse- 
ness  of  discrimination. 

country,  and  over  the  smiling  fields  of  England  ?  Read  the  Poor  Laws  Reports;  an  account 
of  the  Great  Metropolis;  England  and  the  English,  all  written  by  your  own  people  :  and 
rot  only  read,  but  seek  out  the  dens  of  misery  and  crime  in  your  large  cities  and  rural 
districts,  and  then  boast,  without  lying,  if  you  can,  of  the  liberties  of  the  British  people. 
Boast,  I  say,  of  your  magna  charta  !  Boast  of  the  results  of  your  own  disinterested  exer- 
tions for  Ireland  ! 

'Sir,  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes,  the  distress,  degradation,  and  despair  of  the 
British  people,  and  I  perceive  the  cause.  It  is  this  :  that  they  are  constantly  deceived  by 
those  calling  themselves  their  friends,  and  who  promise  reform,  equal  rights,  &c.  which 
serve,  after  all,  only  as  watchwords  in  mounting  to  power.  When  an  O'Connell  arrives 
at  power,  spare  me  from  its  exercise;  the  tyranny  of  the  Turk  would  be  more  bearable. 

'We  own  to  slavery  in  America;  it  is  a  flourishing  tree,  planted  by  our  humane 
ancestors,  the  English.  I  will,  in  this  place,  neither  attack  nor  defend  the  system  as 
it  exists  in  the  United  States,  but  content  myself  with  asserting  that  the  physical  and 
moral  condition  of  the  three  millions  of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  is,  at  this  moment 
infinitely  superior,  in  every  respect,  to  the  labouring  classes  in  the  British  dominions. 
I  will  challenge  you,  or  any  other  philanthropist  of  your  stamp,  to  witness  a  hundredth 
part  of  the  want  of  food  and  clothing  in  any  section  of  the  slave-holding  states,  which 
was  exhibited  this  morning  amongst  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  ^finest  peasantry  in 
the  world,''  just  landed  from  Dublin.  The  suffering  of  poor  Ireland  is  great,  but  it  is 
rot  confined  to  that  beautiful  country;  the  English  labourer,  in  the  hot  and  unhealth- 
ful  dens  of  the  manufactories,  and  in  the  smiling  fields,  is,  at  this  time,  in  a  state  of 
suffering  that  an  American  would  not  believe  on  relation;  he  must  see  it  with  his  own 
eyes.  I  have  passed  through  twenty  counties  of  P^ngiand,  and  I  have  scarcely  met  a 
smiling  face  among  the  poorer  classes;  every  one  appeared  dejected,  with  care-worn 
and  haggard  countenances.  If  I  have  seen  such  in  England,  what  awaits  my  sight  in 
Ireland,  where  white  slavery  exists  in  all  its  atrocity.''  Where  the  'finest  peasantry  in 
the  worlcT  are  removed  but  a  degree  from  the  brute  race .''  You  have  been  pleased  to 
call  the  Americans  liars  because  they  preach  what  they  do  not  practise.  If^  such  be 
liars,  what  term  of  mendacity  sufTiciently  strong  ought  to  be  applied  to  yourself.^ 

AN  AMERICAN.' 
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NOTE  I.— Referred  to  at  Page  168. 
'proofs  strong  as  holy  writ  of  his  familiaritv  with  their  objects.* 

I  know  that  the  views  I  have  expressed  in  relation  to  this  letter,  and  other  equivo- 
cations practised  by  General  Jackson,  to  evade  the  disclosure  of  the  true  position 
he  occupied  in  his  connection  with  Burr,  do  necessarily  and  deeply  involve  the 
question  of  veracity — a  question,  which,  for  the  sake  of  truth,  of  humanity, 
and  the  honour  of  my  country,  I  wish  I  were  not  from  facts  and  documentary  evi- 
dence, so  fully  prepared  to  meet  and  settle.  Yes,  these  views  and  developments  do 
involve  a  fjueslion  of  veracity — but  no  more  than  does  every  mysterious  equivocation 
to  screen  a  cherished  device  from  detection  ;  nay,  no  more  than  every  disinj^enuous 
presentation  of  irrelevant  matters  to  divert  attention  from  the  truth  withheld  or  sup- 
pressed. They  all  involve  the  question  of  veracity,  touching  the  inward  bias  of  the 
mind,  whether  in  the  varying  degrees  denominated  indirect,  imperfect,  constructive 
or  implied,  and  untangible  of  law  as  matter  ol  perjury,  or  not  so  perfectly  defined  and 
punishable  ;  yet,  to  the  spirit  and  the  very  letter  of  that  universal  oath  administered 
in  our  courts,  'to  tell  the  ti'uth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,'  they  are 
palpable  infringements ;  aye,  and  even  to  the  solemn  interdiction  of  that  holy  law, 
which  says,  'thou  shalt  not  lie,'  they  are  all  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  a 
virtual  violation. 

Now,  I  will  meet  and  settle  this  question.  And  to  do  this  most  effectually,  I 
shall  resort  to  a  few  olden  documents,  which  may  possibly,  be  erroneously  deemed 
rather  dry  subjects,  having  already  been  examined  or  vsed  for  a  contrary  purpose, 
and  long  since  buried.  But,  though  they  seem  to  have  satisfied  that  object,  at  the 
time,  having  undergone  the  biased  inspection  of  a  packed  jury,  whose  drift  was  to 
slur  over  and  conceal  what  was  most  palpable  to  detection,  I  shall  avail  myself  of 
their  exhumation  even  at  this  late  period,  and  show  to  the  world  the  virtues  of 
post  mortem  dissections,  in  bringing  to  light  mysteries  that  could  not  otherwise  be 
cleared  up;  and  thereby,  relieve  the  much  abused  public  credulity,  from  the  errors 
that  have  been  so  artfully  imposed  upon  them. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  these  extracts,  that  General  Jackson  was  a  general  agent 
of  Burr,  in  making  preparations  for  the  execution  of  his  mysterious  schemes ;  that 
he  received  large  "sums  of  money  from  Burr  at  an  early  date,  to  enable  him  to  con- 
duct that  agency,  consisting  principally  in  constructing  light  boats  on  the  Cumber- 
land river,  near  the  Clover  bottom,  in  the  vicinity  of  General  Jackson's  residence, 
where  Burr  was  entertained  during  his  frequent  visits  to  Tennessee ;  also  in  pro- 
curing provisions  and  stores  for  Burr's  expedition — having,  with  two  or  three  others, 
virtually  acted  the  part  of  principal  recruiting  agents  for  that  expedition  ;  that  this 
agency  commenced  in  1805.  and  continued  about  eighteen  months,  down  to  the 
period  of  Burr's  last  visit  to  Nashville,  and  his  departure  with  his  recruits  and  boats 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland — liaving  been  formally  introduced  by  General 
Jackson  during  that  visit,  at  a  ball  in  Nashville,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  many  of 
the  company  ;  and  that  Burr,  on  his  departure,  took  with  him  as  an  adopted  son,  by 
the  approbation  and  advice  of  General  Jackson,  a  youth,  Stokely  Hays,  the  nephew 
of  General  Jackson.  It  will  also  be  perceived,  that  during  this  agency,  suspicions 
of  the  mysterious  preparations  of  Burr  and  his  agents  were  entertained  by  many 
respectable  citizens,  and  that  General  Jackson  was  referred  to  for  information  to 
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satisfy  the  inquiries  of  those  desiring  to  join  it;  that  upon  one  occasion,  General 
Jackson  probably  suspecting  a  trap  was  laid  to  commit  him,  promptly  replied  that 
he  knew  nothing  about  Burr's  intentions,  and  advised  the  gentleman,  Rutherford 
Eutland,  to  stay 'at  home  ;  after  which,  nevertheless,  he  entrusted  his  nephew  to  the 
charge  of  Burr,  and  paid  him  the  customary  friendly  attentions.  It  will  be  further 
perceived,  that  although  General  Jackson  had  attained  the  age  and  experience  of  'a 
practised  man,'  suspicions  of  Burr's  wicked  designs  seem  to  have  been  strangely 
excluded  from  his  mind,  while  the  minds  of  less  practised  men,  were  greatly  agitated 
about  their  mysterious  character;  and  that  General  Jackson,  finally,  about  two' 
months  after  Mr.  Jefferson's  attention  had  been  drawn  to  Burr's  movements,  by 
communications  from  individuals,  and  expositions  made  in  a  newspaper  called  the 
'Western  World,'  and  about  one  month  after  Mr.  Jelierson  had  despatched  a  special 
agent,  Mr.  Graham,  to  make  inquiry  in  relation  thereto,  through  the  west,  also  after 
General  Jackson  had  been  personally  apprised  by  a  gentleman,  on  the  10th  of  No- 
vember, 1806,  of  dark  suspicions  being  abroad,  that  'it  flashed  into  his  mind  like 
lightning  that  Burr  was  the  object  of  them  ;'  and  that  he  thereupon  immediately  open- 
ed a  correspondence  for  the  first  time,  with  the  government,  yet  however,  with- 
holdino-  his  suspicions  of  Burr,  but  directing  them  towards  General  Wilkinson, 
whom  Burr  also,  (as  if  by  concert,)  upon  his  arrest  a  short  time  after,  attempted  to 
implicate  the  first  man:  that  General  Jackson  continued  this  system  of  writing  let- 
ters to  high  functionaries,  as  safety  valves  or  break  waters  thrown  around  himself  to 
guard  himself  from  attack  or  suspicion,  and  wherewith  to  defend  himself  in  either 
event,  as  the  result  has  proved — inquiring  of  Mr.  Jefferson  whether  Burr  'had  the 
authority  or  approbation  of  the  government :'  which  would  have  been  more  in  season 
to  have  been  made  before  he  undertook  his  agency,  or  at  any  time  pending  the 
eighteen  months  of  its  operations,  while  others  were'doubting;  and  surely  ought  to 
have  been  made  before  he  was  under  the  necessity  to  take  that  course  as  a  device 
of  safety,  when  he  saw  that  the  cat  was  out  of  the  bag.  But  what  is  more  in  unison 
with  the  wonted  double  diplomacy  of  a  master,  is,  that  General  Jackson  still  con- 
tinued to  maintain  the  good  graces  of  Burr,  being  easily  satisfied  with  his  denials 
and  disclaimers,  even  after  the  whole  country  had  been  called  upon  by  the  president's 
proclamation  to  be  guarded  against  him  ;  and  actually  paid  all  imaginable  court 
to  him  at  a  public  ball  in  Nashville,  after  he  had  tendered  his  services  to  the  presi- 
dent to  arrest  him ;  and  entrusted  his  nephew  to  his  charge  but  a  few  days  before 
he  was  arrested  by  Mr.  Poindexter  in  Mississippi.  And,  yet  more,  as  a  final  super- 
added proof  of  the  good  will  and  good  understanding  he  had  the  adroitness  to  main- 
tain, under  all  these  trying  circumstances,  with  that  dear  friend  and  associate  in 
mystery.  Burr — yes  Aaron  Burk,  did  ardently,  and  effectually  in  the  end,  urge 
General  Jackson's  nomination  for  the  presidency  a  few  years  afterwards. 

The  documents  to  which  I  have  alluded  were  published  at  Nashville  in  1828,  by 
one  of  General  Jackson's  whitewashing  committees,  of  which,  a  great  number  were 
organized  in  the  campaign  of  his  first  election,  averaging  one  for  each  of  the  princi- 
pal cities  in  the  union ;  whereby  General  Jackson  incurred  an  immense  political 
debt,  which  either  gave  rise  to,  or  originated  from,  the  introduction  of  a  principle  of 
savage  warfare,  'that  the  spoils  belong  to  the  victors.'  Thus  were  the  members  of 
those  Jackson  whitewashing  committees,  who  claimed  pay  for  their  services, 
regarded  by  him  as  creditors  of  the  first  dignity— not  excepting  the  partisan  edi- 
tors, whose  daily  columns  burned  with  ardent  praises  even  of  his  grossest  misdeeds — 
nor  yet  excepting  the  Jackson  presidential  electors,  many  of  whom  also  claimed 
their  reward  on  no  other  ground  whatever,  than  that  of  having  balloted  for  him,  in 
obedience  to  and  in  fulfilment  of  the  trust  agency  of  their  special  delegation  by  their 
constituents.  Whether  this  latter  gave  origin  to,  or  took  its  origin  from  a  practice, 
since  become  very  prevalent  of  making  illegal  extra  charges  for  official  services 
regularly  remunerated  by  law,  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  inquire. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  the  address  to  the  public  by  the  Nashville 
committee,  from  which,  I  take  the  following  extracts,  pretends  only  to  exculpate 
General  Jackson  from  a  charge  of  having  been  'connected  with  Aaron  Burr,  in  a 
conspiracy  to  sever  the  union  of  these  states.'  It  does  not  touch  the  other  question 
of  his  co-operation  viith  Burr  in  military  preparations  for  a  hostile  invasion  of 
Mexico.  Whether  this  omission  is  meant  by  them  to  be  considered  as  a  denial  of 
the  fact,  or  as  irrelevant  to  the  subject  they  took  in  hand,  is  immaterial  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  case,  because,  as  tlie  fact"  is  both  relevant  and  true,  their  admission 
or  denial  of  it  would  avail  them  nothing  here.  The  verdict  of  that  committee  con- 
sists of  several  items,  of  which  I  shall  quote  the  second  only,  as  a  specimen  by  which 
the  reader  may  judge  of  the  rest  when  he  has  perused  the  extracts  I  make  from  the 
documents  on  "which  that  verdict  is  rendered.    They  remark— 'In  conclusion  we 
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vvill  briefly  recapitulate  the  most  material  facts  and  circumstances  proved  by  the 
foregoinjj  testimony.' — '2d.  That  General  Jackson  commuidcated  to  the  government 
and  its  officers  fully  and  kxplicitly,  so  soon  as  he  had  information  of  ani/  kind!!' 
If  the  reader  will  say  that  this  assertion  is  justified  by  the  documents  by  which  it  is 

Eretended  to  be  proved,  I  will  agree  that  he  has  a  discernment  that  would  probably 
e  better  appreciated  by  the  committee  than  by  myself.  I  might  have  been  so  per- 
suaded at  that  time,  by  a  superficial  glance  at  those  documents  artificially  arraigned, 
without  regard  to  dates,  or  by  the  naked  say-so  of  those  gentlemen  ;  but  the  manner 
in  which  such  testimony  is  gotten  up  and  displayed  for  a  particular  etl'ect,  is  better 
understood  by  every  body  at  this  day,  after  having  been  so  long  schooled  in  Jack- 
sonian  diplomacy.  The  directly  contrary  of  this  item  of  the  verdict,  is  established 
by  nearly  all  of  the  documents,  though  the  committee  may  have  been  deceived  by 
looking  only  to  the  intent  of  their  organization. 

The  items  of  that  verdict,  as  erroneous  in  most  of  their  deductions  and  evasive  in 
others,  as  1  consider  them,  are  subscribed  by  the  following  names,  viz  : 

John  Overton,  Chairman,  II.  C.  Foster,  R.  "VVhyte,  John  Catron,  G.  W.  Camp- 
bell, Th.  Claiborne,  F'x  Robertson,  Joseph  Philips,  John  Shelby,  Daniel  Graham, 
Jesse  Wharton,  Josiah  Nichol,  Edward  Ward,  Win.  B.  Lewis,  Wm.L.  Brown,  Wm, 
White,  Alfred  Balch  ;  Daniel  Graham,  Secretary. 

They  say — 

«  «  »  «  ij^g  (General  Jackson)  is  charged  with  the  foul  crime  of  treason;  of  having 
been  connected  with  Aaron   Burr  in  a  conspiracy  to  sever  the  union  of  these  stales. 

'Before  we  proceed  with  the  evidence  in  refutation  of  this  unprincipled  calumny,  we 
will  premise,  that  Genera!  Jackson,  while  in  the  senate  of  tlie  United  Stales,  became 
well  acquainted  with  Col.  Burr  ;  tint  then,  .imi  long  after,  Col.  Burr  slood  high  in  the 
favour  and  estimation  of  the  republican  party  in  the  United  Slates;  that  he  had  acquired 
the  good  feelings  of  the  west,  by  his  great  attention  to  its  iiitei-ests,  and  particularly 
q/"  Tennessek,  hy  his  activity  in  producing  her  admission  into  the  Union;  and  that  up  to 
the  month  of  NOVEMBER,  180G,  nothing  like  suspicion  of  tRe.^son,  or  of  any  project 
unfriendly  to  the  peack  and  integrity  of  the  United  States,  had  any  existence  in  this 
country;  though  Mr.  Jetferson,  in  Ins  niessapp  of  January  22,  1807,  s;iys — 

'Some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  SEPTEMBER,  (1S06.)  I  received  intimation  that 
designs  were  in  agitation  in  the  western  country,  unlawful  and  unfriendly  to  the  peace 
of  the  Union,  and  that  the  prime  mover  in  these  was  Aaron  Burr,  lieretoi'ore  designated 
by  the  favour  of  his  country. 

'And  again  he  says — 

'The  general's  [Wilkinson's]  letter  which  came  to  hand  the  25th  of  November,  as  his 
been  mentioned,  and  some  other  information  received  a  few  days  earlier,  when  brought 
together,  developed  Burr's  general  designs,  different  parts  of  which  only  had  been  revealed 
to  different  informanis.  It  appeared  that  he  contemplated  two  distinct  objects,  which 
might  be  carried  on,  either  jointly  or  separately,  and  either  the  one  or  the  other,  first 
as  circumstances  should  direct  One  of  these  was  the  severance  of  the  union  of  these 
states  by  the  Allegany  mountains;  the  other  an  attack  on  Mo«ico.  A  third  object  was 
provided,  merely  ostensible,  to  wit,  the  settlement  of  a  pretended  purchase  of  a  tract  of 
country  on  the  Washita,  claimed  by  a  Baron  Bastrop.  'I'his  was  to  serve  as  the  pretext 
for  all  his  preparations,  an  allurement  for  such  followers  as  really  wished  to  acquire  settle- 
ments in  that  country,  and  a  cover  under  which  to  retreat  in  the  eveut  of  a  hnal  discomfi- 
ture of  both  branches  of  his  real  design.' 

The  following  extracts  from  the  documents  published  by  the  Nashville  com- 
mittee, give  the  recollections  of  the  most  important  occurrences  of  that  period,  by 
gentlemen  conversant  with  them.  The  first  is  extracted  from  General  Coffee's  letter 
to  the  committee — viz  : 

[  1 .]  'J^ashville ,  August  28,  1 82S. 

'By  request  of  the  Nashville  committee,  I  do  hereby  state,  that  Col.  Burr,  when  in 
Tennessee,  in  1805  and  1S06,  represented  his  views  to  be,  the  settlement  of  lands  to  the 
south,  on  the  ^Vashita  river.  He  spoke  of  the  probability  of  a  rupture  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  in  which  event  the  impression  was  that  he  (('ol.  Burr)  would 
have  command  of  an  expedition  against  Mexico,  under  and  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States.  Sometime  after  he  had  been  in  Tennessee  in  18J5,  and  left  this  impression,  let- 
ters were  received  from  him,  as  my  impressions  now  are,  by  Generals  Jackson  and 
Robertson,  requesting  them  to  make  out  and  forward  to  him  a  list  of  such  enterprising 
young  men,  as  it  was  believed  would  serve  their  country  well  in  the  imjjending  antici- 
pated contest  with  Spain.  Generals  RoberiFon  and  Jackson,  with  sundry  others  of  the 
old  respectable  citizens,  did,  for  that  purpose,  meet  in  Nashville,  and  made  out  such  lists 
and  as  I  suppose  sent  it  onto  him.  Col.  Burr's  then  standing  in  the  v.'eslern  country, 
(having  lately  filled  the  second  office  in  the  government,)  forbade  the  idea  that  his  conteni- 
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plated  measures  were  apart  from  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  government.  Ofs 
his  arrival  here,  and  for  some  time  after,  marked  attentions  were  by  all  extended  to  him;, 
and  no  suspicions  were  entertained,  that  his  plans  and  views  were  at  all  different  from 
what  they  were  represented  by  himself.  With  a  view  to  tlie  building  of  some  boats  and 
procuring  some  provisions,  there  had  been  remitted  to  General  Jackson  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  and  five  dollars,  which  was  placed  in  my  hands,  with  a  desire  expressed 
that  I  would  attend  to  the  request  made  by  Col.  Burr. 

'This  agency  I  accepted  and  performed,  and  made  arrangements  for  purchasino;  some 
provisions,  and  the  building  by  different  persons  of  five  flat  boats,  and  the  purchase  of 
one  keel  boat.  Subsequently,  a  further  su7n  of  five  hundred  dollars  teas  put  into  my 
hands . 

'Part  of  the  funds,  to  wit,  seven  hundred  dollars,  as  appears  by  reference  to  the  memo- 
randum of  the  expenditure,  was  paid  over  to  Col.  William  P.  Anderson;  wherefore,  and 
for  wliat  account,  this  advance  to  Col.  Anderson  was  made,  I  have  not  now  a  sufficient 
recollection  to  speak  with  certainty.  Suspicions  having  sxibsequently  arisen,  relative  to 
the  real  objects  and  views  of  Col.  Burr,  my  agency  in  his  affairs  ceased,  except  to  dis- 
charge the  contracts  that  had  previously  been  entered  into.  The  balance  of  the  remain- 
ing funds  in  my  hands  was  paid  over  to  Col.  Burr  on  his  arrival  in  Tennessee,  on  the 
last  visit  he  made  here,  in  the  month  of  December,  1S06.  On  his  first  arrival  in  Ten- 
nessee, on  his  last  visit  in  December,  General  Jackson  was  absent  from  home;  having 
returned  within  a  few  days  afterwards,  the  General  came  in  company  with  General  Over- 
ton, to  the  Clover  Bottom,  where  Col.  Burr  resided.  An  interview  took  place  between 
them  and  Col.  Burr,  at  which  they  informed  him  of  the  suspicions  and  distrust,  that 
were  entertained  against  him.  Burr  repelled  them,  and  expressed  deep  regret  that 
there  should  be  any  such,  and  remarked  that  he  could,  and  ivouldbe  able  to  satisfy  every 
dispassionate  mind,  that  his  views  and  objects  were  friendly  to  the  government }  and 
such  as  he  had  represented  them  to  be.     In  a  few  days  after,  he  left  the  country. 

'A  son  of  Colonel  Hays,  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  as  has  been  represented,  nephew 
to  Mrs.  Jackson,  went  along.  His  father  had  become  reduced  in  his  circumstances;  had 
been  personally  known  to  Col.  Burr,  during  the  revolution,  and  his  son  a  young  man  of 
promise,  it  had  been  proposed  to  the  old  gentleman,  that  he  should  take  him  and  aid  him 
in  his  education,  which  was  consented  to  by  his  father.  General  Jackson  gave  him  let- 
ters to  Governor  Claiborne,  and  instructed  young  Mr.  Hays,  as  I  understood  at  the  time 
that  should  he  discover  Col.  Burr's  views  to  be  at  all  inimical  to  the  United  States,  or 
adverse  to  the  designs  of  government,  to  leave  him  and  place  himself  under  the  pro- 
tection and  care  of  Governor  Claiborne.'    *     #    *  JOHN   COFFEE. 


[2.] — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ge?i.  James  Robertsok  to  the  Hon.  Daniel  Smith, 
dated  J\''ashville ,  December  23d,  1S06. 
Sir: — Great  anxiety  appears  to  prevail  in  this  place  to  see  the  President's  message,  as 
it  will  give  some  information  how  our  relations  are  with  the  European  powers.  Col.  Burr 
left  this  yesterday,  with  t«'o  large  boats,  in  order  to  descend  the  Mississippi  river.  Many 
conjectures  are  tbrmed  respecting  his  designs.  I  cannot  harbour  an  opinion  that  he  has 
any  views  inimical  to  the  United  States.  I  did  not  see  him,  though  he  was  three  or  four 
days  in  this  place;  but  last  fall  he  dined  with  me,  and  I  was  several  times  in  his  com- 
pany. He  then  told  me,  he  expected  to  make  settlements  with  his  son-in-law  on  the  west- 
ern waters.  I  endeavoured  to  find  how  the  Executive  of  our  government  ivas  held 
with;  but  he  was  so  guarded,  I  gained  but  little  satisfaction,  but  I  thought  he  spoke 
rather  in  favour — this  might  have  been  his  knowing  my  opinion.  I,  from  that  time,  have, 
had  some  doubts  of  his  friendship. 


[3.'i— Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Stuart,  Esq.  at  that  time  Jlttorney  for  the 

United  States,  to  Gen.  Daniel  Smith,  Senator  in  Congress:  dated  J^ashville,  Jan. 

3d,  1807. 

Sir: — I  received  your  letter  of  Dec.  15th,  1S06.  Colonel  Burr's  transactions  have 
made  much  noise  here  also.  You  request  me  to  inform  you  what  is  known  on  that  subject 
in  Tennessee.  On  this  point,  I  am  able  to  give  you  very  little  satisfaction.  He  has  visited 
Nashville  and  its  vicinity  twice  in  the  course  of  this  winter;  he  has  been  treated  with 
respectful  attention  by  many  of  the  citizens — he  had  two  or  three  boats  built  upon  Stone's 
river,  and  started  in  one  of  them  from  Nashville  down  Cumberland  river,  about  a  week 
ago,  with  eight  hands  without  arms,  supplied  with  conveniences  for  descending  the  Missis- 
sippi. I  understand  his  other  boats  are  to  take  in  pork  at  Stone's  river,  and  that  he  pur- 
chased a  considerable  quantity  of  pork  at  Clarksville.  The  inclosed,  taken  from  Estin's 
paper,  shows  how  he  is  viewed  by  some  of  the  citizens  of  this  place.  [That  extract  alludes 
to  the  burning  of  Burr's  effigy,  30th  December,  1S06.] 

'Slnkely  Hays  and  a  son  of  Captain  Harney's  liave  gone  down  with  him.  His  ostensible 
object,  I  understand,  was  the  colonization  of  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  Washita,  but  the 
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eircumstmices  did  not  appear  to  Jit  that.  A  certain  air  of  mystery  in  his  conduct  excited 
suspicion;  this  suspicion  was  conlirmpd  by  his  havin^r  been  suspected  elsewhere.  The 
paper  called  'The  Western  World'  held  him  up  to  public  view  as  a  conspirator,  con- 
nected wiih  Wilkinson  and  Seb.-.stian.  When  men  attempted  to  view  his  objects,  they 
found  themselves  surrounded  with  darkness}  their  imaginations  were  let  loose,  and  to 
many  he  became  an  object  of  horror. 

*I  am  confident  that  no  scheme  could  be  more  universally  execrated  here,  than  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  state  of  Tennessee  from  the  Union:  I  believe  the  idea  of  the  conquest  of 
Meiico,  unconnected  with  the  other,  would  have  been  very  popular  some  time  ago,'  &c.  &.c. 


li.]— Judge  Williams'  reply  to  Gen.  Jackson.      Sparta,  Feb.  27,  1S2S. 

After  copying  from  General  Jackson's  letter  to  me,  the  report  as  stated  in  his  letter,  I 
stated  as  follow. — 

1  can  very  frankly  deny  ever  having  written  the  letter  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  who 
wrote  you  from  Washington,  but  1  did  write  a  letter  to  a  relation  of  mine,  at  that  time  in 
Richmond.         »         »         # 

'Some  time  aftrr  Burr  had  passed  Nashville  once  or  twice,  to  the  lower  country,  before 
Mr.  Jetfcrson's  proclamation,  in  riding  from  Gci..  Jackson's  house  to  Nashville,  Gen.  Jack- 
son, in  reference  to  that  conspiracy,  or  what  was  afterwards  called  by  others  a  conspiracy, 
said  to  me,  'that  I  could,  if  I  would  accept  of  it,  obtain  a  commission  of  captain.' 

Afterwards,  during  the  sitting  of  the  County  court  of  Sumner,  at  a  time  when  Patton 
Anderson  told  me  that  either  Burr  or  Adair,  or  both  of  them,  were  at  General  Jackson's 
house,  in  a  room  of  a  tavern  then  kept  by  an  Edmund  Crutcher,  General  Jackson  said  to 
mo — I  think  Judge  Stewart  was  then  in  the  room — 'Take  notice,  gentlemen,  tou  will 

•FIND    THAT    A    DIVISION    OF    THE    UnITED    StATES    HAS    TAKEN   DEEP    ROOT;   yOU  wHl  Jiud 

that  a  number  of  the  Senate,  and  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives are  deeply  involved  in  the  scheme.' 

'I  am  not  certain  that  the  above  was  contained  in  my  private  letter  to  Mr,  Nathaniel 
Kerr;  but  as  I  have  made  these  statements  privately,  it  is  but  just  that  I  should  now  avovT 
them.        »        «        *  NATII.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

Gen.  Andreav  Jackson. 


[5] — Further  statement  of  Judge  Williams,  to  the  Committee.    Extract. 

<I  think  in  the  spring  or  fall  of  ISOS,  in  riding  from  the  General's  house  to  Nashville, 
near  the  Glover  Bottom,  he  spoke  to  me  in  relation  to  a  commission  m  Suit's  army. 
And  in  the  same  year,  at  Gallatin,  he  made  the  declarations  in  relation  to  the  division  of 
the  Union,  as  stated  in  our  correspondence.  I  not  only  then  determined,  that  I  would  not 
agree  to  what  I  believed  to  be  Burr's  schemes,  but  that  I  would  oppose  him  as  far  as  I 
could.  Either  before  or  after  Mr.  Jefferson's  proclamation,  it  was,  as  I  thought,  intended 
to  impress  the  public  mind  with  the  belief,  that  a  ball,  then  on  hand  in  Nashville,  was 
intended  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  Col.  Burr.  A  number  of  gentlemen  in  Nashville,  to 
destroy  this  impression  and  to  show  their  disapprobation  of  Burr,  determined  that  Colonel 
Burr  should  not  attend  the  ball,  and  so  informed  Colonel  Burr  through  Judge  John  Over- 
ton, who  returned  with  the  information,  as  he  told  me,  from  Burr,  that  Colonel  Burr  had 
declined  coming  to  the  ball.  With  this  we  were  satisfied.  About  the  time  the  ball  was 
half  over,  I  was  standing  against  the  wall,  opposite  the  door  of  entrance  in  the  room,  and 
saw  General  Jackson  lead  Burr  by  the  arm  into  the  room,  and  introduce  him  with 
considerable  form,  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  then  present.  I  do  not  recollect  at  this 
time,  that  Mr.  Jefferson's  proclamation  had  any  effect  on  the  persons  then  about  Nash- 
ville, who  were,  from  their  conduct,  justly  liable  to  our  suspicions,  and  I  think  I  took 
some  pains  to  inquire  into  that  circumstance.  Some  time  afterwards,  our  party,  to  show 
their  further  detestation,  burnt  Burr  publicly  in  effigy. 

'When  I  recollect,  that  the  destruction  of  the  American  institutions  was  the  object  of  the 
Burr  conspiracy,  and  that  Gen.  Jackson  was  in  the  possession  of  facts  and  circumstances 
which  would  have  convicted  the  conspirators,  and  yet  improperly  withheld  them,  when 
summoned  to  Richmond  to  give  testimony,  thereby  enabling  them  to  escape  from  punish- 
ment, I  am  filled  with  astonishment,  that  the  American  nation  should  think  for  a  moment, 
of  supporting  his  pretensions  to  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people. — In  view  of 
this  state  of  things,  I  tremble  for  my  country's  honour  and  safety.         »         «         » 

'If  Mr.  Jefferson,  invested  as  he  was  with  such  political  power  and  authority,  had  been 
as  friendly  to  Burr's  schemes,  as  Jackson  is  believed  to  have  been,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
mind  of  man  to  conceive  the  disasters  that  would  have  threatened  the  safety  of  this  Union. 

NATH.  W.  WILLIAMS. 

£6.]— Col.  Hays'  Letter  io  the  Chairman  of  the  Jackson  Commiitee  at  Nashville. 

'5iR  :— *     *    *     In  the  winter  of  1S06-7,  the  Colonel  came  to  Nashville,  and  sent  for 

me  when  at  school  near  there,  and  on  meeting  him,  he  claimed  the  promise  which  had 
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been  made  to  him  on  liia  first  visit — but  stated  he  was  going  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  that  I  must  accompany  him,  and  that  he  had  seen  my  father  and  obtained  his  consenlj 
that  he  received  me  as  a  son,  and  I  must  consider  him  in  the  character  nf  a  father. 
I  ()bs(;rved  to  \\\m,  that  I  initst  see  and  consult  my  friends,  before  I  gave  my  final 
consent.  On  advising  with  them,  son)e  doubt  of  Mr.  Burr's  object  was  suggested,  but  he 
having  pledged  his  word  of  honour,  that  he  had  nothing  in  vieto  hostile  to  the  best  inte- 
rests of  t  lie  United  States,  I  determined  to  go  with  iiiin.  Mr.  C.  C.  Claiborne  was  at 
that  time  governor  of  Louisiana,  and  an  old  friend  of  my  father's,  and  had  requested  him 
to  permit  me  to  go  to  New  Orleans  as  his  private  secretary.  To  him  General  Jackson 
wrote  a  letter,  and  gave  me  to  deliver,  urging  it  on  me,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to 
leave  Burr,  if  at  any  time  I  should  discover  he  had  any  vicics  or  intentions  inimical  to 
the  interests  or  integrity  of  the  government.  I  left  my  lather's  on  horseback,  about  the 
middle  of  December,  iSU6,  and  joined  Mr.  Burr  at  the  mouth  of  Cumberland  river, 
and  went  with  him  down  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  where  I  hit  him,  and  saw  him 
no  more,  except  at  a  ball  in  Washington,  Mississippi,  and  on  his  trial  there  before  the 
court.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  S.  i).  HAYS. 

John  Overto.\',  Chairman  JV'ashville   Committee. 


[7.] — Letter  of  Mr.  Gr.wes  to  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Donelsox. 
Sir  :— In  answer  to  your  verbal  inquiry  through  Col-  Williamson,  I  can  inform  you 
what  I  said  to  him,  and  will  always  say,  when  called  on,  to  wit  :  That  at  the  time  Col. 
Burr  was  building  a  boat  on  Stone's  river,  or  near  the  mouth  of  it,  there  was  a  rumour 
among  the  people  that  he  wanted  forty  or  fifty,  or  more  young  men  to  go  with  him  to 
Fome  place  not  known,  and  that  he  would  give  liberal  wagrs.  A  young  man,  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford Rutland,  had  some  notion  of  going  with  Burr,  but  seemed  unwilling  to  embark  unless 
he  knew  his  intentions,  and  could  leceive  some  certain  assurance  of  the  amount  of  wages. 
As  I  was  going  to  Nii.shville,  in  company  with  the  said  Rutherlord  Rutland,  we  found 
General  Jackson  at  a  store  near  the  Clover  Bottom,  and  I  there  remarked  to  Rutland 
that  he  had  better  aok  General  Jackson  if  he  knew  Burros  intentions,  before  he  engaged 
himself  to  descend  the  river  with  him.  He  did  so,  and  the  general  answered  in  a  very 
prompt  and  decided  manner,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Burr's  intentions,  and.  advised 
him  to  stay  at  home.  JOHN  G.  GRAVES. 


[S.] — Willis  Alston's  statement. 
Thereby  certify,  that  in  a  conversation  with  Mr  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the  United 
States,  respecting  the  movements  of  Col.  Burr  in  the  west,  I  observed  that  the  rumour  of 
the  day  was,  that  Gen.  Jhidrew  Jackson  had  joined  Btirr.  Not  so,  or  not  true,  said 
Mr.  Jeti'erson,  lor  /  this  day  received  a  letter  from  him  (Gen.  Jackson,)  informing  me 
that  he  had  seen  Burr,  ana  that  Burr  said  his  enterprise  was  sanctioned  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  he,  Jackson  had  been  tendered  a  high  command  by  Burr,  and  asked  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  the  views  of  the  government,  tendering  his  services,  if  wanted,  to  make  a 
descent  upon  Mexico,  as  stated  by  Burr,  but  if  Burr  was  not  authorized  by  the  govern- 
ment to  carry  on  his  enterprise  as  stated,  then  he,  Jackson  was  ready  to  arrest  him. 

WILLIS  ALSTON. 
Chamber  of  the  H.  Representatives,  Feb.  11,  1S28. 

Now,  thou2;h  it  is  contrary  to  legal  equity  fo  admit  the  accused  either  to  excul- 
pate himself,  or  compel  him"  to  commit  himself,  I  shall  let  Geneial  Jackson  exhibit 
his  resources  of  dissimulation  in  his  owji  prompt  way  of  writing  letters  in  every 
direction,  after  he  had  freely  entered  into,  and  continued  more  than  twelve  months 
in  Burr's  agency,  without  evinring  the  least  susceptibility  to  the  suspicions  felt  by 
less  practised  men  than  himself;  but  became  quite  lively  to  them  after  the  govern- 
ment had  got  wind  of  Burr's  proceedings.  It  will  thereby  be  perceived,  as  I  have 
before  remarked,  by  what  admirable  tact  General  Jackson  presented  one  face  to  the 
government,  and  a  "different  cne  to  Aaron  Burr — how  artfully  he  deceived  the  Pre- 
sident, and  yet  maintained  both  the  confidence  and  the  good  will  of  Burr,  to  the 
LAST  hour! 
The  following  l^  an  extract  of  General  Jackson's  letter  to  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Esq.   Governor  of  Louisiana,  dated  on  the   \2th  of  November,  1806,  in  wjiich  he 

admonishes  the  governor,  'to put  Ms  citadclin  a  state  of  defence.'     [Hening  and 

Minford's  report,  page  252. 

Sir  :     *     *     *     Be  on  the  alert— keep  a  watchful  eye  vpon  our  General  [Wilkin- 
son], and  beware  of  an  attack,  as  well  irom  our  own  country  as  Spain.*         *         * 

*  Though  we  had  commercial  difficulties  with  Spain,  there  was  no  attack  imminently 
expected  from  that  quarter. 
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There  is  sometliing  rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark.  I  fear  there  ar?  plans  on  foot 
inimical  to  the  union.  Whether  they  will  be  attempted  to  be  carried  into  effect  or 
not,  I  cannot  siiy ;  but  rest  assured,  Ihey  are  in  operation,  or  I  calculate  boldly. 
Beware  oi  the  ulonth  of  December.  I  love  )ny  country  and  government—/  hate  the 
Dons.  I  WOULD  DFMGHT  TO  SEE  Mexico  REDuc ED — but  I  wlU  die  in  the  last 
ditch,  before  I  would  yield  afoot  to  the  Dons,  or  see  Hit;  union  disunited.  This  I  write 
for  your  own  eye,  and  for  your  own  safely  ;  profit  by  it,  and  the  ides  of  March 
rem'ember!  Witli  sincere  respect,  Sec. 

ANDREW  JACKSON.' 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Andrew  Jackson  to  G.  W.  Campbell,  January  15,  1807. 

'Sir:— The  late  ficnunciation  of  Aaron  Burr,  as  a  traitor,  has  excited  great  surprise  and 
general  indignation.  Still,  from  the  opinion  possessed  of  the  accuser*  many  there  are  who 
wait  f(>r  the  proof,  before  they  will  pronounce  him  guilty  of  the  charge.  One  thing  is 
generally  helipved,  that  if  Burr  is  guilty,  Wdkinson  has  participated  in  the  treason.  The 
public  mind  has  been  much  agitated  from  various  reporis  of  Burr  having  been  met  at  tho 
mouth  of  the  Cumberland  river,  with  one  hundred  boats  and  one  thousand  armed  men; 
and  it  was  stated  as  a  fact,  that  the  captain  at  M.issac  and  all  the  men  were  going  with 
him.  Suhscqucnt  reports  stated  they  had  gone.  An  express  which  I  started  07i  the  receipt 
of  tlie  Secretary  of  War^s  letter  of  the  —  ult.  has  returned,  and  states  that  Burr  left 
Missac  on  the  3(1  mst.  in  company  ten  boats,  six  men  on  board  each,  without  arms  or  any 
thing  that  can  afford  suspicion,  and  that  Capt.  Bissell  has  been  doing  his  duty  as  a  vigilant 
officer.  I  had  ordered  out  twelve  companies  of  volunteers  on  the  receipt  of  the  Secretary 
of  War's  letter,  to  check  the  adventurers,  which  on  return  of  express  I  dismissed.  1  have 
no  doubt  but  from  the  pains  that  have  been  taken  to  circulate  reports,  it  will  be 
rumoured  that  I  am  on  full  march  to  finite  with  Burr.  This  I  know  you  never  will 
believe  until  you  hear  it  from  myself;  or  from  such  a  source  that  you  know  cannot  err. 
Should  you  ever  hear  that  I  nm  embarked  in  a  cause,  inimical  to  my  country,  believe  it 
not.  Should  you  hear  that  treasonable  intentions  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  that  I 
have  been  silent,  believe  them  not;  or  that  I  would  not  put  any  man  out  of  existence, 
who  would  name  such  a  thing  to  me,  without  on  the  gr(mnd  of  discovering  it  to  the 
proper  authorities.  If  Burr  has  any  treasonable  intentions  m  view,  he  is  the  basest  of 
all  human  beimja— I  will  tell  you  why.  He  always  held  out  the  idea  of  settling  Washita, 
unless  a  war  with  Spain,  in  that  event,  he  held  out  the  i<lea  that  from  his  intimacy  with 
the  Secretary  of  War,  he  would  obtain  an  appointment,  and  if  he  did,  would  revolu- 
tionize Me.icico.     About  the  10th  of  Nove.mber,  Captain  ,  called  at  my  house, 

and  after  the  stay  of  a  night,  and  part  of  a  day  introduced  the  subject  of  the  adventurers, 
and  in  part  stated,  that  their  intention  was  to  divide  the  Union.  I  sternly  asked,  how 
they  would  effect  it,  he  replied  by  seizing  New  Orleans  and  the  Bank,  shutting  the  port, 
conquering  Mexico,  and  uniting  the  western  parts  of  the  Union,  to  the  conquered  coun- 
try. I,  perhaps  with  warmth  asked  him  how  this  was  to  be  effected;  he  replied,  by  the 
aid  of  the  federal  troops,  and  the  general  at  their  head.  I  asked  if  he  had  this  from  the 
general,  he  said  he  had  not.  I  asked  him  if  Col.  Burr  was  in  the  scheme;  he  answered 
he  did  not  know,  nor  was  he  informed  that  he  was— that  he  barely  knew  Col.  Burr,  and 
never  had   any  conversation   with  him.     I  asked  him  how  he  knew  this,  and  from  whom 

he  got  his  information;  he  said  from in  New  York.       Knoiving  that  Col  Burr 

was  well  acquainted  loith  it  rushed  into  my  mind  like  lightning,  that  he,  (Burr,) 

was  at  the  head,  and  from  the  colourings  he  had  held  out  to  me,  Generals  Robertson 
and  Overton,  and  the  hospitality  I  had  shown  him,  I  vieieed  it  as  base  conduct  to  us 
all,  and  heightened  the  baseness  of  his  intended  crimes,  if  he  really  ivas  about  to 
become  a  traitor.  I  sat  down  and  wrote  to  General  Smith  and  Doctor  Dickson;  I  wrote 
to  Governor  Claiborne  to  put  his  citadel  in  a  siate  of  defence,  without  naming  any 
person  except  Gen.  Wilkinson.  When  this  was  done,  /  wrote  to  Col.  Buir  in  strong 
terms,  my  suspicioiis  of  him  and  until  they  were  cleared  from  my  mind,  no  further 
intimacy  loas  to  exist  between  us.  I  made  My  suspicions  known  to  Generals  Robert- 
son and  Tatum,with  some  others.  Not  long  after,  I  received  his  answer,  with  the  most 
sacred  pledges  that  he  had  not,  nor  he  never  had  any  views  inimical  or  hostile  to  the 
United  States,  and  \^lienever  he  was  charged  wiih  the  intention  of  separating  the 
Union,  the  idea  of  insanity  must  be  ascribed  to  him.  After  his  acquittal  in  Kentucky,  he 
rnurned  to  this  country,  and  to  all  who  named  the  subject,  made  the  same  pledge,  and 
said  that  he  hid  no  objects  in  view,  but  such  as  were  sanctioned  by  legal  authority;  and 
still  said,  that  when  necessary,  he  would  produce  the  Secretary  of  War's  orders— that  he 
wanted  fmly  young  men  of  talents  to  go  with  him,  with  such  he  wished  to  make  his  set- 
tlement, as  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  draw  to  it  wealth  and  character  For  these  rea- 
sons— from  the  pledges  made,  if  he  is  a  traitor,  ^e  is  the  basest  that  ever  did  commit 
treason,  and  being  torn  to  pieces,  and  scattered  to  the  four  winds  nf  heaven,  would  be 

*  Wilkinson,  is  meant. 
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too  good  for  him.    But  we  will  leave  him  for  time  and  evidence  to  verify  his  hue.     I 
have  given  you  the  outlines,  and  in  a  few  weeks  will  give  the  proof.* 

A.  JACKSON. 

'It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  original  letter  here  referred  to,  was  submitted  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  then  President  of  tiie  United  Suies,  immediutcly  after  it  teas  received,  from 
which,  after  perusing  it,  he  desired  [)ermission  to  copy  such  parts  as  related  to  the  alTair 
of  Burr,  being  the  same  contained  in  the  foregoing  extracts,  which  was  freely  given,  and 
when  the  letter  was  returned  to  the  undersigned,  he  understood  from  Mr.  Jefferson  he 
had  taken  a  copy  as  he  proposed  doing  ;  and  those  parts,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  a  copy, 
being  all  that  related  to  said  affair,  were  underscored  while  in  his  possession. 

G.  VV.  CAMPBELL.' 

I  might  here  go  a  bow-shot  further,  and  show  that  it  was  a  rule  of  General  Jack- 
son's public  as  well  as  private  life,  to  bear  down  all  before  him.  Several  cases  to 
this  effect,  which  properly  belong  to  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  work,  will  there 
be  introduced.  They  strongly  illustrate  a  statement  I  have  heard  from  a  former 
resident  of  Nashville,  in  relation  to  Jackson's  method  of  clearing  a  race  course  :  he 
would  mount  his  horse  and  put  him  in  full  speed  up  and  down  the  course,  through 
the  crowd,  and  'those  who  should  not  get  out  of  the  track  in  time,  must  submit  to 
be  nin-down  1'  Applying  this  practice  to  his  opponents  in  his  public  career,  he  has 
immolated  with  his  political  Juggernaut,  more  great  men — all  his  superiors — than 
Bonaparte  did  of  princes  and  crowned  heads  of  Europe. 

Indeed,  it  is  palpable  to  the  most  indifferent  observer  of  the  startling  incidents  of 
several  years  past,  that  the  infatuation  impressed  on  a  large  portion  of  the  public 
mind  by  General  Jackson's  characteristic  hardihood,  with  his  daring  and  reckless 
example  in  assuming  responsibilities  of  all  kinds,  involving  life  and  limb,  law  and 
the  constitution,  have  done  more  to  establish  the  reign  of  bowie  knives,  pistols,  and 
other  secret  body  arms,  fatal  emulations  in  all  the  walks  of  vicious  enterprise,  blood- 
shed at  elections,  mobs,  and  a  general  spirit  of  defiance  to  the  laws — ending  in  a 
wide  spread  dilapidation  of  public  morals,  and  general  defalcations  of  public  and 
private  agents,  which,  if  not  speedily  arrested,  must  terminate  in  general  bankruptcy, 
anarchy,  and  irredeemable  national  disgrace.  It  has  been  truly  said,  that  the  example 
of  ONE  projligalc  Prince  does  more  to  demoralize  a  people,  than  that  of  the  whole 
catalogue  0/ obscure  vice,  larceny,  or  flagrant  crime.  And  by  how  much  the  more 
may  we  not  count  upon  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  bad  examples  of  a  President, 
endeared  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  (however  justly  or  unjustly  on  different 
scores),  we  have  had  sufficient  proof,  of  late  years,  to  put  the  whole  nation  on  their 
guard,  in  future,  against  those  who  profess  to  "follow  such  footsteps  and  make  a  merit 
thereof.  Nay^  in  taking  a  comprehensive  retrospect  of  the  past,  in  connection  with 
our  present  prospects,  it  will  be  manifest  to  the  discerning  mind,  that  General  Jack- 
son came  into  the  presidency  like  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,  and  went  out  like  an 
ass  in  a  lion's  skin,  leaving  a  jackal  for  his  successor  ! 

I  am  glad  it  happens  to  be  in  my  power,  just  as  this  sheet  was  ready  for  the  press, 
to  delay  it  a  moment,  to  insert  the  following  additional  effort  at  exculpation  in  the 
Houston  conspiracy,  for  it  squints  more  in  that  direction,  than  it  speaks  to  the  Swart- 
wout  defalcation.  I  shall  only  request  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind,  that  General 
Jackson  assumes  to  be  a  'practised  man ;'  and  that  practised  men  know  how  to  draw 
up  a  declaration,  a  resolution,  or  a  quasi  denial  of  a  charge,  in  such  equivocal  phraseo- 
logy, as  to  render  it  difficult  to  decide  what  they  mean  ;  and,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Atherton 
would  say,  'that  is  just  what  they  intend.'  In  endeavouring,  therefore,  to  find  otzt 
what  it  is  that  is  meant  to  be  denied  in  the  following  specimen  of  the  equivocal 
art,  I  would  suggest  to  the  reader  to  consider  well  whether  it  is  not  probable  that 
the  correspondence  upon  Texian  affairs  does  not  exclude  the  correspondence  with 
the  Mexican  Minister  upon  Mexican  affairs ;  and  whether  the  intercourse  with  our 
citizens  do  not  exclude  those  who  claim  to  be  citizens  of  Texas,  as  well  as  intercourse 
with  public  officers,  who  are  not  technically  considered  (private)  citizens.  But  be 
this  singular  document  an  equivocation  or  not,  we  all  know  that  Gen'l  Jackson  has 
assumed  to  treat  that  sacred  instrument,  the  Constitution,  as  he  understands  it,  in 
defiance  of  all  authority:  and  his  ample  liability  to  errors  of  judgment  may  have 
misled  him  in  the  opinion  below  expressed. 

*  Iv  A  FEW  WEEKS  WILL  GIVE  'iiiE  PROOF — The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  the 
above  letter  was  written  to  make  fair  weather  with  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  president  of  the 
United  States,  a  few  days  aftnr  General  Jackson's  courteous  reception  of  Burr  at  Nash- 
ville, and  about  the  time  of  Burr's  arrest  in  Mississippi  ;  and  that  notwithstanding  this 
promise  of  proof.  General  Jackson  did  not  even  comply  with  public  expectation  in  giving 
his  evidence  in  the  case,  though  in  attendance  on  the  trial  shortly  after,  at  Richmond. 
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[From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  December  29.] 

'A  suspicion  was  hinted  a  few  days  ago,  in  a  New  York  paper,  that  the  money  of  the 

United  States,  for  which  Mr.  Swarlwout  is  a  defaulter,  had  been  advanced  to  Texas,  with 

the  privily  and  consent  of  General  Jackson.     The  article  making  this  charge  was  enclosed 

to  Gen.  J.  by  the  editor  of  the  Nashville  Union,  who  received  the  following  reply  thereto  : 

'Hermitage,  Dec.  S,  1838. 
<SiR,— I  thank  you  for  calling  my  attention  to  the  subjoined  extract  from  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser,  a  paper  to  which  I  am  not  a  subscriber,  and  whose  statements, 
therefore,  might  not  otherwise  have  met  my  observation. 

'Supposing  it  possible  that  the  extract  in  question  may  obtain  some  credence  with  those 
who  may  not  have  the  means  of  knowing  the  injustice  it  has  done  me,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  give  this  public  contradiction  to  the  insinuation  it  contains  of  my  being  privy  to  any 
advances,  if  there  were  any,  made  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  late  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  to  aid  the  Texians  in  their  contest  with  Mexico.  In  all  my  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of  Texian  affairs,  private  or  public,  and  in  all  my  intercourse  with  our  citizens 
no  human  being  can  find  any  authority  for  the  allegation  that  1  ever  countenanced  any  step 
or  proceeding  inconsistent  with  our  treaty  relations  to  Mexico,  or  with  the  peaceful  charac- 
ter of  our  Republic.  Your  obedient  servant, 

'ANDREW  JACKSON.' 


Note  II. — Referred  to  at  page  169. —  Of  Defalcations. 
'  In  the  beginning  of  this  note,  I  have  said  that  the  entire  purview  of  the  foregoing 
chapters  involves  a  question  of  veracity  over  the  heads  of  high  functionaries. 
Maintaining  a  strict  regard  to  the  spirit  of  truth,  or  to  the  oath  of  office,  I  should 
say,  there  is  no  commodity  so  clieap,  nor  so  freely  dealt  in  by  public  officers  gene- 
rally, as  lying.  By  this  rule  every  public  DEFAULTER  is  not  only  a  liar,  but  is 
punishable  for  perjury.  Otherwise  there  is  no  obligation  imposed  by  the  oath 
required  of  all  officers  Ho  discharge  their  duties  with  fidelity,'  which  would  be  nothing 
more  than  a  vacant  and  superfluous  ceremony.  But  it  is  intended  and  understood  by 
the  law  requiring  the  administration  of  this  oath,  that  it  shall  have  all  the  force  and 
obligation  of  the  oath  administered  to  a  witness,  that  he  shall  'tell  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.'  What  then  is  a  palpable  and  wilful 
defalcation,  but  to  perjure  the  oath  to  discharge  the  duties  of  offices  with  fidelity. 
The  trust  of  public  money  for  disbursement  or  for  safe-keeping,  rightfully  enjoins 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  simple  addition  of  sums  received,  and  tlie  subtraction 
of  sums  paid  over  or  disbursed.  Any  other  subtraction,  or  any  false  estimate  cannot 
be  rightly  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  a  default.  A  subtraction  for  any  other 
object  whatever,  than  that  of  a  legal  payment  or  transfer  on  account  of  government, 
regularly  authorized,  though  it  were  only  for  a  moment,  and  in  the  smallest  possi- 
ble amount,  is  nevertheless  a  default.  Though  it  be  replaced  in  the  minimum  of 
time  thereafter,  yet  it  is  a  default,  inasmuch  as  it  had  gone  out  of  the  trust  control, 
and  consequently  might  or  might  not  be  replaced.  I  know  that  to  this  extent  it  is 
not  the  usage  to  estimate  defaults.  But  there  lies  the  root  of  most  defalcations.  The 
officer  who  permits  himself  to  divert  the  public  money  to  private  or  any  other  use, 
may  calculate  upon  replacing  it,  and  thereby  avoid  a  defalcation.  But  that  is  the 
unfortunate  delusion :  this  first  step  constitutes  the  default,  and  the  replacement  of 
the  fund  only  prevents  loss  to  the  public,  or  to  his  sureties  ;  which  indeed  is  rarely 
done,  after  the  first  step  is  taken.  Delaulters  therefore  should  be  punished,  both  for 
perjury  and  theft ;  for,  a  breach  of  trust  is  worse  than  house-breaking,  as  the  perpe- 
trator of  the  latter  case  incurs  the  risk  of  being  summarily  punished  in  the  act, 
while  the  personal  security  of  the  other,  his  deliberate  breach  of  honourable  obliga- 
tion, oath  and  confidence,  aggravate  his  crime. 

I  have  also  adverted  to  the  indifference  with  which  defalcations  in  enormous 
amounts  are  now  regarded,  comparatively  with  the  commotion  of  the  public  mind  at 
the  discovery  of  trivial  defalcations  in  a  few  hundred  dollars  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Jacksonian  dynasty.  I  am  induced  here  to  give  a  brief  remark  upon  the  nature  of 
this  growing  evil,  in  anticipation  of  the  proper  place  for  treating  the  subject  more  at 
large  in  a  future  part  of  this  work,  because  there  are  grave  matters  in  transitu,  relat- 
ing" thereto,  a  notice  of  which  cannot  be  deferred,  without  resulting  to  the  advantage 
of  those  peculators  and  thieves,  whose  depredations  under  all  practicable  efforts  to 
remedy  them  at  this  late  day,  will,  notwithstanding,  probably  exceed  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  before  the  trust  can  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  present  rulers — unless  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  first  and  second  comptrollers,  the  auditors,  the  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  and  the  district  attorneys  be  immediately  impeached  and  held  to 
their  responsibility  as  accomplices  in  the  premises. 
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This  sugg;estion  will  no  doubt  startle  the  uninformed,  who  will  probably  be  a  little 
puzzled  at  "first,  to  comprehend  the  wherefore.  But  I  will  endeavour  to  make  it 
intelligible  to  them,  by  stating  that  it  is  the  sworn  duty  of  each  of  the  three  first 
classes  of  officers  to  supervise  the  quarterhj  settlements  of  the  accounts  of  disbursing 
officers,  as  they  appeitain  to  their  several  divisions,  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  government ;  and  that  it  is  the  like  duty  of  the  lattei- to  look  after  the  faith- 
ful collection  and  prompt  prosecution  of  all  dues  to  the  United  States,  or,  upon  defalca- 
tion being  discovered,  to  issue  the  summary  juocess  of  cjccution  against  the  delinquent. 
It  will  be  cheerfully  conceded  by  all  honest  men,  that  the  beau  ideal  of  equity 
between  men  and  communities  of  men,  is,  or  ought  to  be  the  ultimate  object  of  all 
law.  l\\  pursuing  this  great  ultimatum  of  social  institutions,  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient means  of  attaining  it,  is,  a  strict  conformity  to  truth  and  the  dictates  of  common 
sense,  divested  of  the  obfuscations  of  overstrained  technicalities  and  superfluous 
forms.  The  blunt  truth,  divested  of  technical  obscurations  or  embellishments  which 
I  do  not  profess,  is  better  calculated  to  bring  the  inquiring  mind  to  clear  and  immo- 
vable conclusions  upon  the  otherwise  too  much  mystified  subjects  of  accounts  and 
accountability. 

If  the  RULE  enjoined  by  law  and  equal  justice,  to  make  quarterly  settlements  of  all 
the  collections  of  dues  and  disbursements  of  appropriations,  be  rigidly  practised  iu 
every  case — a  corollary  necessarily  accrues  therefrom,  that  all  defalcations  must 
consequently  be  made  known  quarterly. 

And,  if  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  law  be  promptly  resorted  to,  of  serving  out 
an  execution  upon  the  ascertainment  of  a  default,  another  corollary  would  result,  that 
every  quarterly  defilcalion  ivould  have  its  separate  and  .'Speedy  remedy  applied. 

B>it,  deplorable  to  relate,  this  is  only  the  fair  promise  which  is  violated  in  every 
day's  perlbrmance — indeed  the  practice  is  so  totally  difierent,  that  the  instances  of 
conformity  to  the  rule  are  as  few  and  far  between  as  the  unavoidable  infringements  of 
a  good  rule  generally  are. 

The  practice  is  neither  prompt  nor  uniform,  as  to  quarterly  settlements — there  being 
accounts  of  simple  addition  and  subtraction,  (supposing  they  are  not  designedly 
mystified.)  that  are  not  settled  for  years  :  Nor  is  the  practice  prompt  or  uniform,  in 
regard  to  the  application  of  the  remedy,  when  a  defalcation  is  detected. 

Here  then,  are  the  great  sources  of  collateral  temptation  to  officers,  who  have  their 
price,  to  commit  defalcations  that  are  not  liable  to  be  detected  in  their  life-time,  and 
still  less  likely  to  be  prosecuted  :  consequently  the  accounting  and  prosecuting 
officers  are  participants  in  the  crime  before  and  after  the  fact — as  well  in  templing 
the  agents  to  commit  default  as  to  make  their  escape. 

Suppose  the  auditors  and  comptrollers  in  their  respective  departments,  fail  to  exhi- 
bit to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  quarterly  defalcations  (which  their  continual 
failure  to  make  q\iarterly  settlements  necessarily  implies)  then  they  are  or  should  be 
esteemed  accomplices  in  the  default.  Suppose  they  make  this  exhibit  in  certain 
cases,  sooner  or  later,  and  the  secretary  indulges,  (or  rather  encourages)  the  delin- 
quents, by  continuing  them  in  office  quarter  after  quarter,  and  even  renews  their 
appointments,  with  the  defalcations  yet  standing  against  them,  aye,  and  increased 
every  quarter  (vvhich  has  frequently  occurred  according  to  his  own  congressional 
reports)  then,  if  not  accountable  in  law,  he  is  in  equity  an  accomplice,  and  is  amena- 
ble to  impeachment.  But  suppose,  again,  that  in  some  cases  the  accounts  of  the 
defaulter  are  turned  over  to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  or  to  the  district  attorney, 
for  prosecution,  and  the  prosecuting  officer  at  his  own  discretion  declines,  having 
recourse  promptly  to  the  most  efficient  remedy  in  the  case,  by  issuing  execution,  sub- 
stituting a  dilatory  process  or  none  at  all,  by  which  the  delinquent  is  permitted  to 
escape — or,  that  he  institutes  an  ordinarj'  action  on  the  case,  without  even  requiring 
bail,  thereby  giving  it  the  air  of  a  friendly  suit,  a  lenity  unheard  of  between  the 
government  and  defaulter  when  the  prosecutor  is  disposed  to  do  his  duty — in  such 
a  case  the  district  attorney  palpably  tempts  the  delinquent  to  make  his  escape,  or, 
what  is  yet  worse,  in  effect,  prejudges  his  acquittal,  by  this  defective  mode  of  prose- 
cution, equivalent  to  entering  a  noli  prosequi,  at  once,  in  the  case.  Who  will  say 
that  an  attorney  thus  demeaning  himself,  is  not  amenable  to  impeachment,  and  enti- 
tled to  be  cashiered,  with  all  the  rigours  of  the  law  incurred  by  such  dereliction  of 
duty. 

If  we  were  permitted  to  suppose  the  prosecution  and  punishment  of  Tobias  Wat- 
kins,  by  General  Jackson,  who  is  the  pattern  of  the  present  executive,  be  the  true 
criterion  of  prompt  and  equal  justice,  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  degree  of 
just  reproach  this  administration  and  the  latter  part  of  General  Jackson's  have  incur- 
red by  the  numberless  instances  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  departments,  includ- 
ing those  reported  in  public  documents,  implicating  all  the  accounting  and  supervis- 
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ing  officers,  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  down  to  the  prosecutin;r  attorneys,  as 
aiders  and  abettors  in  tlie  losses  incurred,  and  tlie  escape  of  the  delaulters  unpunished. 
To  undertalie  such  an  estimate  would  be  as  unavailing  and  fruitless  as  to  attempt  to 
count  the  grains  of  sand  on  the  beach.  1  know  thut  as  a  means  resorted  to  by  Dr. 
Watkins  in  accomplishing  or  concealing  his  otlence,  he  committed  forgery ;  which 
means  being  only  an  evidence  of  intention  to  achieve  a  theft,  is  punished  more 
severely  than  the  thelt  itself  Admit  that  this  is  law,  but  it  certainly  is  not  equity : 
nor  does  it  quadrate  with  the  law,  in  relation  to  other  heinous  otiences.  The  m/eri- 
iio/i  to  commit  treason  goes  unpunished,  and  can  only  be  stated  in  evidence  to  estab- 
lish the  chai-acter  of  the  overt  act  when  perpetrated ;  which  alone  is  punishable :  but 
the  intention  to  commit  theit  evinced  by  forgery,  is  more  damnatory  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  and  punished  accordingly,  when  Llie  actual  theft  and  purloining  the  public 
money,  with  a  hundred  fold  of  repetition  and  enormity,  instead  of  being  punished, 
receive  the  gracious  countenance  of  the  executive  and  the  congratulations  of  large 
portions  of  the  community. 

Passing  over  for  the  present,  the  recent  cases  of  collector  Swartwout,  and  his  yoke 
fellow,  district  attorney  Price,  of  New  York,  the  several  cases  of  General  Gratiot, 
Cary  A.  Harris,  and  others,  here  under  the  very  noses  of  all  the  accounting  officers 
at  tliis  great  centre  of  responsibility,  I  will  be  a  little  more  particular  with  the 
case  of  Win.  Steuben  Smith,  formerly  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  Miranda's  expedition, 
and  aid-de-camp  to  that  adventurer,  but  recently  a  clerk  in  the  general  land  office,  at 
the  fixed  salary  of  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year,  as  compensation  for  his 
services. 

Among  the  clerical  duties  that  had  been  detailed  to  Mr.  Smith  for  many  years, 
was  that  of  disbursing  the  salaries  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Land  Office.  The 
present  commissioner,  Mr.  Whitcomb,  reasonably  continued  to  repose  the  confidence 
m  Mr.  Smith,  which  he  seems  to  have  enjoyed  under  his  predecessors,  Judge  Hay- 
ward,  and  Governor  Brown.  But  in  process  of  time,  perceiving  some  obliquity  in 
his  quarterly  stateinents,  which  excited  Mr.  Wliitcomb's  suspicions,  he  entered  into 
a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Smith,  upon  the  subject.  Each  successive  explanatioa 
rendered  by  Mr.  Smith,  increased  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  commissioner,  instead  of 
removing  it ;  which  eventuated  in  hastening  the  discover^'  of  what  was  sedulously 
concealed  in  the  early  part  of  the  correspondence  by  his  varying  modes  of  expla- 
nation, and  rendition  of  account.  Mr.  Smith  either  now  for  the  first  time  resorted  to 
the  alternative  of  setting  vp  a  claim  against  the  government  of  a  certain  per  centage 
for  disbursements,  or  now  for  the  first  time  avowed  the  design  to  make  such  a  charge — 
which  taken  in  either  sense,  was  a  clear  and  palpable  fraud,  for  numerous  reasons 
known  to  Mr.  Smith  at  the  time,  viz :  that  for  many  years  he  had  neither  charged 
or  received  such  additional  compensation  ;  that  all  extra  compensations  of  salaried 
officers  are  expressly  forbidden  by  law,  and  required  to  be  disallowed  by  the  depart- 
ments; and  finally,  when  this  charge  was  resorted  to  by  Mr.  Smith,  knowing  that  it 
would  be  disallowed,  he  had  already  drawn  nearly  all  the  funds  deposited  in  bank  to 
his  credit  for  disbursement  as  agent  for  salaries.  But  having  waived  making  this 
false  claim,  until,  hastened  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  aggregate  disbursements 
rendering  it  convenient  to  cover  his  abstractions  of  lartje  sums,  he  resorts  to  it  under 
the  pretence  of  cojnmissions  for  performing  duties  which  other  clerks  in  the  several 
departments  and  bureaus  perform  without  extra  compensation  or  charge; — except  in 
the  single  instance  of  another  defaulter,  a  ]Mr.  Nourse,  who  had  made  a  similar 
charge  eight  years  ago,  but  as  an  after  thought  to  off-set  his  defalcation  when  detected ; 
and  which  fraudulent  example,  Mr.  Smith  has  cited,  rather  than  make  no  plea,  as  a 
shabby  justification  of  his  own,  though  that  charge  of  Mr.  Nourse  still  remains  as  it 
ever  will  under  public  condemnation.  The  air  of  justification  which  Mr.  Smith  has 
attempted  by  such  feeble  means  (having  none  other)  to  give  for  his  abstraction  of 
the  public  money  from  its  rightful  deposite,  is  only  equalled  by  the  air  of  innocence 
he  assumes  in  affecting  to  have  resigned  his  office  in  disgust  at  the  refusal  of  the 
government  to  do  him  justice  which  compelled  him  to  do  justice  to  himself,  when 
he  in  fact  was  dismissed  by  the  commissioner  for  defalcation.  The  counterpart  of 
this  bravado  may  be  found  in  the  complacency  with  which  he  now  sets  himself 
up,  with  an  office,  to  conduct  a  General  agency  with  the  departments. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  as  one  of  the  wonted  evidences  of  hardihood  in  such 
cases,  that  Mr.  Smith,  after  declining  to  deposite  by  command  of  the  commissioner, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  moneys  he  had  abstracted, 
and  for  which  he  was  dismissed  on  the  2.5th  May  last,  did  attempt  to  draw  the  small 
balance  of  $1,500  that  remained  in  bank  to  his  credit  as  asent — but  his  agency  having 
ceased,  the  cashier  refused  his  draft;  for  which,  Mr.  Smith  instituted  a  suit  against 
the  Metropolis  Bank  on  the  1st  day  of  June  last. 
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But  not  the  least  reprehensible  transaction  connected  with  this  case,  remains  to  bs 
recorded  to  the  account  of  the  United  States  Attorney  for  this  district.  On  the  7th  of 
June  last,  Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  instituted  a  suit  in  behalf  of  the  government  against 
Mr.  Smith,  for  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  twenty-one 
cents,  instead  of  issuing  an  execution,  which  equal  justice  would  seem  to  require  in 
every  case,  as  has  been  done  in  those  of  Svvartwout,  Price,  Gratiot,  and  others.  And, 
what  is  still  more  deserving  to  be  held  up  to  public  censure,  he  has  admitted  the 
delinquent  to  the  easy  terms  of  a  friendly  suit,  or  that  which  is  equivalent  thereto,  in 
not  holdittg  him  to  bail,  which  may  be  viewed  even  as  the  tantamount  of  a  noli  prosequi, 
whereby  the  case  will  no  doubt  be  considered  prejudged  by  the  prosecutor  himself, 
the  government  non-suited,  and  the  delinquent  acquitted  by  virtue  of  his  audacity 
and  the  quo  animo  of  the  government  attorney.  I  would  not  suggest  the  idea  that 
Mr.  Key  could  let  himself  down  to  receive  emolument  on  both  sides  of  the  case. 
But,  upon  interrogating  Mr.  Key  as  to  the  right  of  government  to  pursue  defaulters, 
instanter,  with  the  summary  process  of  execution.'  he  replied  that  it  was  so.  Why- 
then,  said  I,  did  you  not  issue  execution  againt  Mr.  Smith,  or  hold  him  to  bail?  To 
which  he  answered,  because  Mr.  Smith  claims  the  money  as  his  !  I  need  not  ask  the 
intelligent  reader  whether  Mr.  Key  is  right  in  deriving  the  dignity  of  his  clients'  claim 
from  the  representations  of  the  defendant :  or,  whether  the  audacity  of  one  defaulter 
in  claiming  the  abstracted  money  of  the  government  as  his  should  entitle  him  to  go 
scot-free,  while  the  less  audacious  defaulter  who  avows  his  misconduct,  is  to  be  incar- 
cerated under  execution,  for  want  of  bail.  I  know  one  instance  in  which  Mr.  Key 
has  displayed  a  love  of  money  somewhat  beyond  the  rates  of  a  reasonable  or  customary 
compensation.  For  what  may  be  called  a  jaunt  of  pleasure  to  Alabama,  during  a  few 
weeks,  some  years  ago,  to  assist  Gov.  Gayle  in  conciliating  a  few  Indians,  he  charged 
the  government  thirty-five  hundred  dollars,  which  was  paid  by  order  of  General 
Jackson;  being  more  than  double  the  ratio  of  compensation  allowed  to  foreign 
ministers  to  the  first  powers  of  Europe  ;  he  having  engaged  part  of  that  short  interval 
of  Indian  diplomacy,  in  writing  sonnets  for  a  poetic  lady  of  Florida.  I  have  been 
more  particular  with  this  case  because  the  prints  have  taken  no  notice  of  it ;  and  one 
case  will  illustrate  half  a  hundred.*  Will  Congress  call  for  the  correspondence  in 
this  case  ? 

The  most  effectual  preventive  of  defalcations  in  future,  will  be,  to  have  no  trea- 
sury ;  but  to  substitute  for  it,  the  credit  system,  both  in  collecting  and  disbursing 
the  REVENUE,  either  on  the  plan  I  have  suggested  in  a  note,  page  21,  or  upon  any 
modification  of  the  credit  system  that  may  be  more  practicable.  The  banks  might 
receive  merchants'  bonds,  &c.  as  money,  and  pay  the  treasury  drafts  in  making  dis- 
bursements, without  the  government  officers  ever  touching  a  dollar. 


Note   III. — A  Recapitulation    of    the   Jacksonian   Diplomacy    towards 
Mexico. — (substituted  for  the  matter  referred  to  at  page  175.  j 

The  purest  casualty  having  just  brought  to  my  notice  a  'Letter  from  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  to  a  gentleman  of  Weathersfield,  Vermont,  published 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  2d  of  August  last,  in  which  the  author  gives  a 
masterly  review  of  the  policy  of  the  late  administration  towards  Mexico,  I  have 
resolved  without  hesitation  to  take  the  liberty  of  inserting  it  here,  as  a  most  appro- 
priate and  methodical  recapitulation  of  the  subject  I  have  been  treating  in  a  more 
desultory  way.  In  making  this  substitute  for  other  matter  I  had  proposed  for  this 
place,  the  reader  will  perceive  that  I  have  consulted  his  gratification  with  a  more 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Jacksonian  chicanery  towards  our  ill-used  sister 
republic,  destined,  at  no  distant  day,  as  I  have  good  reason  to  believe,  to  be  totally 
dismembered,  annihilated,  and  blotted  out  from  the  catalogue  of  nations ;  unless  a 
just  and  magnanimous  commiseration  speedily  move  other  nations  not  emulous  of  her 
mines,  her  fertile  lands,  and  her  central  commercial  position  on  the  globe,  to  espouse 
her  cause,  and  expedite  the  institution  of  a  national  tribunal  of  general  arbitration, 
for  the  protection  of  the  comparatively  weak,  against  the  attacks  of  associated 
hyenas  in  human  shape. 

[Letter  from  a  member  of  Congress  to  a  gentleman  of  Weathersfield,  Vermont.'} 

Washington,  December,  18.37. 

Dear  Sir: — Our  Mexican  and  Texian  relations  are  in  a  state  of  absolute  obfnsca- 
tion ;  that  is  to  say,  as  palpably  obscure  as  a  treasury  report.  The  great  point  to 
which  all  this  confusion  tends  is  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United' States.     Our 

*  Here  is  an  abstract  from  the  docket  of  the  circuit  court.  ['United  States  vs.  Wm. 
Steuben  Smith,  $11,919  21,7th  June '38- without  bail. J 
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Mexican  diplomacy  has  been  made  subservient  to  that  end,  and  to  that  end  we  are 
now  threatened  witli  a  Mexican  war.  A  review  of  our  commingled  negociations 
with  those  governments  will  illustrate  these  positions.  It  will  present  the  shilting 
scenes  ol'  the  drama  as  well  as  its  unity. 

We  acknowledged  the  independence  of  Mexico,  while  she  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
revolution.  Her  independence  in  lact,  dates  from  the  elevation  of  Iturbide  to  the 
throne  in  1821.  Since  tliat  time  she  has  been  either  engaged  in  war  with  Spain,  or 
distracted  with  internal  revolutions.  Her  executive  power  changing  from  faction  to 
faction — her  pecuniary  resources  exliausted — lier  debt  increasing — her  credit  depre- 
ciating, it  has  been  with  difficulty  that  she  has  been  able  to  sustain  her  existence  as 
an  independent  nation. 

During  such  a  state  of  things,  our  citizens  were  exposed  to  injuries,  and  our  com- 
merce to  spoliation.  In  the  messages  of  1831-2-3,  these  distractions  were  duly 
appreciated.  In  that  of  1831,  the  delay  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  is  attributed 
to  Hke  uiiAappy  civil  commotions''  in  Mexico ;  in  that  of  1832,  it  is  stated  that  'in 
Mexico  a  sanguinary  struggle  is  now  carried  on,  which  has  caused  some  embarrass- 
ment to  our  commerce,  but  both  parties  profess  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards 
us.'  In  the  message  of  1833,  the  neglect  of  Mexico  in  establishing  our  boundary  is 
justly  attributed  'to  the  civil  dissensions  which  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Mexican  government.' 

Most  of  the  injuries  of  which  we  complain  have  arisen  from  the  acts  of  individuals 
and  of  officers  acting  upon  their  own  responsibility,  and  which  their  government, 
from  its  unsettled  state,  had  not  the  power,  if  it  had  the  will,  to  prevent.  The 
express  acts  of  the  government,  from  which  injuries  have  arisen,  bear  no  analogy  in 
point  of  premeditated  injustice  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  or  the  British  orders 
in  council,  or  to  the  aggressions  against  our  commerce  by  several  other  European 
powers  during  the  late  European  war.  And  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  in  general,  that 
when  a  cause  of  complaint  has  been  fairly  made  out,  Mexico  has  had  more  grace  to 
acknowledge  its  justice  than  gold  to  pay  it.  In  some  instances,  she  seems  even  to 
have  deferred  to  our  superior  power. 

The  revolution  in  Texas,  while  it  increased  our  exposure  to  injury,  added  to  the 
existing  embarrassments  of  the  Mexican  governtnent,  not  only  in  satisfying,  but  even 
in  adjusting  our  claims.  A  province  in  insurrection  ;  the  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  government  in  captivity ;  additional  forces  to  raise ;  an  increased  expenditure  ; 
frequent  changes  of  tlie  ministry,  an  unsettled  government  almost  on  the  point  of 
dissolution !     Such  has  been  the  condition  of  Mexico. 

Compare  our  course  pursued  and  pursuing  with  that  government,  with  the  forbear- 
ing course  pursued  with  the  old  and  settled  governments  of  Europe. 

The  treaty  with  1S19,  with  Spain,  had  established  the  Sabine  river,  &.c.  as  our 
western  boundary,  which  boundary  was  definitively  settled  by  the  treaty  with  Mexico, 
in  1828.  But  it  appears  that  General  Jackson  was  not  satisfied  with  the  limits  stipu- 
lated in  this  treaty ;  for  he  was  scarcely  seated  in  the  presidential  chair,  when  in 
August,  182,9,  he  gave  instructions  to  ottier  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  five  millions 
of  dollars  ibr  the  province  of  Texas;  and  again,  in  August,  1835,  instructions  were 
given  to  repeat  this  otfer. 

What  was  first  sought  to  be  acquired  by  stipulating  for  a  new  boundary  was  then 
attempted  to  be  acquired  by  a  direct  purchase.  Of  the  progress  of  the  negociations 
under  these  instructions  we  are  not  officially  informed  :  an  understanding,"however, 
is  abroad  that  the  last  offer  was  indignantly  rejected. 

The  hope  of  acquiring  Texas,  under  the  instructions  given,  may  in  part,  in  addi- 
tion to  considerations  derived  from  tiie  embarrassed  condition  of  Mexico,  account  for 
the  fact,  that  the  subject  of  our  claims  against  Mexico  was  never  brought  to  the 
notice  of  congress  in  any  message  prior  to  December,  1836. 

The  revolution  in  Texas  seems  first  to  have  attracted  the  attention  of  Mexico,  in 
1835.  Circumstances  connected  with  it,  arising  out  of  the  conduct  of  our  citizens, 
and  the  seeming  neglect  of  our  government  to  restrain  them  from  aiding  the  Texians, 
may  have  been  causes  of  irritation,  if  not  of  just  complaint,  on  the  part  of  Mexico. 
On  entering  Texas,  she  found  tliat  the  patriots  (by  her  called  insurgents)  were  mostly 
American  citizens  ;  that  numbers  of  our  citizens,  even  in  organized  companies,  with 
arms  and  supplies,  were  coming  to  their  support  in  the  most  open  and  public  manner, 
without  other  let  or  hindrance  than  private  orders  to  district  attorneys  and  marshals, 
and  those  not  executed.  In  a  state  of  excited  feelings  she  may  have  supposed  that 
her  complaints  on  that  subject  were  not  duly  appreciated,  or,  in  all  cases,  respectfully 
answered.  Even  our  own  citizens,  who  had  not  a  view  of  the  whole  ground,  were 
surprised  that  an  executive  proclamation  was  not  issued. 
^   Under  feelings  excited  by  such  events,  it  is  not  matter  of  astonishment  that  the 
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Mexican  government  should  not  have  duly  appreciated  the  march  of  Gen.  Gaines 
to  the  western  frontier,  and  the  call  for  large  detachments  of  militia  from  the  neigh- 
bouring  states,  in  connection  with  the  co-operating  orders  of  General  Houston  ;  but 
that  slie  should  have  vehemently  suspected  that  these  movements,  instead  of  being 
intended  to  repress  unthreatened  Indian  hostilities,  were  designed  to  overawe  the 
Mexican  army  then  about  to  enter  Texas. 

It  w-as  obviously  the  policy  of  our  government,  if  the  acquisition  of  Texas  was  not 
abandoned,  that  all  fair  means  should  be  used  to  prevent  its  being  reconquered  by 
Mexico. 

When  the  instructions  of  1835  were  given,  the  treaty  of  the  2d  April,  1835,  con- 
firming the  boundary  of  1819,  had  not  been  ratified.  It  is  probable  that  the  decisive 
and  filial  answer  to  our  proposition  was  given  as  early  as  January,  1836,  as  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  was  on  the  20th  April  following.  All  hope  ii-om  negociation 
alter  that  answer,  was  at  an  end  in  the  then  condition  of  affairs.  Santa  Anna  was 
marching  on  Texas.  On  the  23d  January  the  order  issued  to  General  Gaines  to  take 
a  position  on  the  western  frontier  of  Louisiana ;  and  on  the  8th  of  April  a  call  was 
made  for  detachments  of  militia  from  the  adjacent  states. 

The  battle  of  San  Jacinto  on  the  14th  April,  1836,  and  the  stipulations  of  Santa 
Anna  with  General  Houston,  seemed,  for  the  moment,  to  have  removed  all  objections 
on  the  part  of  Mexico  to  any  future  disposition  of  Texas ;  and  the  only  question  was 
whether  we  should  acquire  Texas  by  treaty  with  Mexico,  or  by  compact  with  Texas. 
It  was  obvious  that  we  should  resort  to  the  first.  For  that,  we  had  precedents — but 
none  for  the  latter. 

The  scene,  however,  was  suddenly  changed.  On  the  20th  May  the  Mexican 
government  passed  a  decree,  declaring  null  and  void  all  stipulations  made  by  Santa 
Anna  while  a  prisoner.  A  new  alternative  was  now  presented.  The  restoration  of 
Santa  Anna  to  power,  or  a  war  with  Mexico,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings,  some- 
times looking  to  one,  and  sometimes  to  the  other,  seem  calculated  to  meet  contin- 
gencies. 

The  decree  of  the  20lh  May  was  officially  communicated  to  onr  government  on 
the  9th  July.  On  the  11th,  an  additional  order  was  issued  to  General  Gaines  to  cross 
the  line,  and  take  a  position  in  Texas.  The  Mexicans  were  attempting  to  organize 
a  new  expedition.  In  August  or  September  the  order  to  General  Gaines  was  execu- 
ted; and  for  some  reason  the  Mexican  expedition  was  abandoned. 

In  August,  1836,  a  letter  was  received  by  the  president  from  Santa  Anna,  express- 
ing his  willingness  to  fulfil  his  stipulations  with  General  Houston,  and  requesting  his 
mediation.  The  only  obstacle  was  the  decree  of  the  20th  of  May,  annulling  the 
power  of  Santa  Anna"  while  a  prisoner,  communicated  9th  July.  Nothing  could  be 
hoped  from  the  Mexican  government  until  Santa  Anna  should  be  restored  to  power; 
aTid  even  then  the  utter  impossibility  of  regaining  Texas  would  perhaps  be  the  only 
effective  argument  with  the  Mexican  congress.  And  this  view  may  present  a  clue 
to  the  subsequent  progress  of  events. 

Our  negociations  at  Washington  and  at  Mexico,  though  apparently  entirely  discon- 
nected, have  converged  to  the  same  point. 

At  Washington,  the  negociation  turned  on  the  complaint  of  the  Mexican  minister 
of  our  not  fiilfilling  the  duties  of  neutrality,  and  of  our  having  invaded  the  Mexican 
territory.  It  resulted  in  this,  that  the  Mexican  minister,  without  the  order  of  his 
government,  on  his  own  responsibility,  demanded  his  passports  on  the  15th  October, 
1836. 

The  negociations  at  Mexico  related  to  our  claims  against  that  government,  running 
back  to  1817.  I  will  here  remark  that  the  subject  of  these  claims  was  never  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  congress  by  any  message  until  that  of  December,  1836,  which 
I  shall  have  occasion  particularly  to  notice.  These  claims  had  been  the  subject  of 
ordinary  diplomatic  correspondence  from  time  to  time,  during  all  which  due  allow- 
ance had  been  made  for  the  convulsed  situation  of  Mexico  on  our  part,  and  'the  most 
friendly  feeling  manifested  by  her  towards  us.'  But  the  tone  of  negociation  suddenly 
changed. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  eleven  days  af^er  the  oflJicial  communication  of  the  decree 
annulling  the  power  of  Santa  Anna,  our  minister  was  directed  to  present  to  the 
Mexican^  government,  fourteen  specific  claims,  with  divers  indefinite  complaints, 
under  instructions  somewhat  peremptory: 

'If  contrary  to  the  president's  hopes,  no  satisfactory  answer  shall  be  given  to  this 
just  and  reasonable  demand  wUhin  three  weeks,  you  will  inform  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, that,  unless  redress  is  aflbrded  without  unnecessary  delay,  your  further  resi- 
dence in  Mexico  will  be  melesa.  If  this  state  of  things  continue  longer,  you  will  give 
formal  notice  to  the  Mexican  government  that  unless  a  satisfactory  answer  shall  be 
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given  within  a  fortnight  you  are  instructed  to  ask  for  your  paii<<ports.  And  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  ii'you  do  not  receive  sucii  answer,  it  is  the  Presidcnrs  direction  that  you 
demand  your  passports,  and  return  to  the  United  States,  bringing  with  you  the  archives 
ol'  the  Jej^ation.' 

Why  this  sudden  haste  ?  You  will  in  vain  search  the  preceding  correspondence 
for  a  reason  for  this  unreasonable  haste.  But  to  proceed.  On  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1836,  this  list  of  claims  was  presented  to  the  Mexican  government  in  due  form. 
On  the  3d  of  October,  Mr.  Monasterio,  the  acting  Mexican  secretary  of  state,  replied : 

'That  it  was  necessary  to  examine  the  various  documents  touching  the  cases,  some 
of  which  were  of  old  dates ;  he  has  given  instructions  that  they  should  be  collected 
in  the  department  of  state,  so  that  an  account  of  the  whole  may  be  presented  to 
the  president,  ad  interim,  the  I'esult  of  which  will  be  communicated  with  all  despatch 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ellis.' 

From  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  it  appears  that  the  department  was  not  in 
possession  of  proof  of  all  the  cases. 

On  the  2()th  of  October,  Mr.  Ellis  informed  Mr.  Monasterio  that  unless  redress 
was  atibrded  without  unnecessary  delay,  hi?  longer  residence  in  Mexico  would  be 
useless.  On  the  21st  October,  Mr.  Monasterio  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  hasty 
determination  of  Mr.  Ellis,  and  closed  by  saying: 

'That  as  soon  as  he  collects  the  necessary  data  he  will  reply  to  the  note  in  question, 
(of  26th  September.)  He  has  already  made  requisitions  to  this  effect  lor  those  that 
are  wanting.  He  will  hasten  their  transmission  to  this  olfice  ;  and  he  protests  that  he 
will  occupy  himself  exclusively  ivith  the  affairs  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ellis  has  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  his  government.' 

Mr.  Ellis,  having  no  discretion,  and  the  instructions  as  little,  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber gave  the  final  notice  verbatim,  i.  e.  the  fortnight  notice,  and  on  the  10th  advised 
Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  state  of  the  negociation. 

On  the  15th  November,  Mr.  Monasterio  replied  at  length  on  the  cases  as  prepared. 
The  reply  occupies  but  a  few  pages.  Mr.  Ellis  took  twenty-three  days  to  reply  in 
answer  to  this  defence.  No  one  would  liave  complained  even  if  he  had  taken  more 
time.  Every  article  of  the  defence  is  equally  unsatisfactory,  and  he  closes,  in  obe- 
dience to  his  instructions,  in  demanding  his  passports.  Thus,  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1836,  our  diplomatic  relations  were  brought  to  a  close  at  Mexico.  And  I  here 
ask,  is  it  possible  that  our  Executive  expected  any  other  result?  None  other  could 
have  been  expected. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Executive  had  been  taking  measures  to  ascertain  'the  political, 
military,  and  civil  condition  of  Texas.'  The  report  of  it.s  agent  is  dated  in  Texas, 
on  the  22d  August,  1836,  and,  it  is  presumed,  was  received  here  before  the  1st 
December. 

One  other  fact :  if,  by  any  means,  Mr.  Ellis  should  not  have  closed  his  mission, 
under  his  instructions  of  the  2()th  July,  offence  had  been  given  by  the  Mexican 
minister  here,  subsequent  to  his  withdrawal,  and  prior  to  the  message  of  December 
5th,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  was  sufficient  cause,  if  not  promptly  dis- 
avowed, for  closing  our  diplomatic  relations  at  Mexico. 

This  state  of  things  was  contemporaneous  with  the  message  of  the  5th  December, 
1S36. 

In  that  message  notice  is  taken  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Mexican  minister,  but 
none  whatever  of  the  state  of  our  negociations  at  Mexico,  or  of  the  new  offence  of 
Gorostiza.     The  following  is  all  that  relates  to  our  complaints  against  Mexico : 

'In  the  meantime  the  ancient  complaints  of  injustice,  made  on  behalf  of  our  citi- 
zens, are  disregarded,  and  new  causes  of  complaint  have  arisen  ;  some  of  them  of  a 
character,  requiring  prompt  remonstrance,  and  ample  and  immediate  redress.  I  trust 
however,  by  tempering  firmness  with  courtesy,  and  acting  icith  great  forbearance  upon 
every  incident  that  has  occurred,  or  may  happen,  to  do  and  obtain  justice,  and  thus 
avoid  the  necessity  of  again  bringing  the  subject  befor.-^  congress.' 

Did  this  message  give  to  congress  information  of  the  true  situation  of  our  relations 
with  Mexico  .'  Who,  on  reading  this  message,  would  have  expected  that  instructions 
of  the  character  of  those  of  the  20lh  of  July  had  been  given  .'  Or  that  those  of  the 
10th  December  were  then  in  preparation .'  That  there  was,  at  the  moment  when  this 
message  was  delivered  to  congress,  a  moral  certainty  that  our  diplomatic  relations 
■with  Mexico  were  closed,  or  about  being  closed?  'it  may  have  been  deemed  of 
importance,  in  view  of  the  reported  liberation  and  disposition  of  Santa  Anna,  that 
this  language,  notwithstanding  the  course  pursued  by  the  Executive,  should  be  held 
to  congress. 

In  this  critical,  if  not  equivocal,  state  of  affairs,  Santa  Anna,  on  the  ISth  of 
December,  arrived  at  Washington,    After  leaving  Texas,  he  travelled  by  slow  stages. 
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so  that  the  news  of  his  approach  preceded  the  message.  Wherefore  did  he  come  io 
Washington  ?  Why  not  have  proceeded  directly  to  Metamoras  by  land  or  by  water. 
He  held  secret  conferences  with  the  executive,  not  communications,  in  the  sense 
understood  by  the  president  in  his  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th 
January.  From  information,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  those  verbal 
conferences  resulted  in  an  understanding,  or  a  well-grounded  expectation,  recipro- 
cally entertained,  to  the  eifect  that  Santa  Anna,  on  regaining  his  power,  should 
cede  Texas  to  the  United  States ;  for  which  the  United  States  should  assume  the 
claims  of  her  citizens  against  Mexico,  and  pay  a  sum  agreed  upon,  or  that  should  be 
thereafter  settled.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  protocol  of  the  conversations  at 
these  conferences  was  made.     At  least,  such  is  the  usual  course. 

There  are  some  facts  in  accordance  with  the  supposition  of  such  an  arrangement 
having  been  made,  independent  of  the  pre-existing  circumstances. 

On  the  22d  December,  while  the  supposed  negociations  with  Santa  Anna  were 
in  progress,  the  President  communicated  to  Congress  the  report  of  his  agent  on  the 
condition  of  Texas.  That  report  is  dated  in  Texas  on  the  14th  of  September,  and 
mast  have  been  received  before  the  message  of  the  6th  of  December.  The  president 
recommended  the  postponement  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
Texas ; 

'If  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of  the  great  foreign  powers,  shall  recognize  the 
independence  of  the  new  government,  at  least  until  the  lapse  of  time  or  the  course  of 
events  shall  have  proved,  lieyond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of  that 
country  to  maintain  their  separate  sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  government  consti- 
tuted by  them.' 

The  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  at  that  time,  would  have  defeated 
the  negociation  with  Santa  Anna.  From  that  moment  Texas  would  have  ceased 
to  be  a  part  of  the  domain  of  Mexico. 

Santa  Anna  left  Washington  on  the  26th  of  December.  He  was  sent  home  in  a 
national  vessel,  despatched  by  the  President  for  that  purpose.  Unfortunately,  or 
fortunately,  he  failed  to  regain  his  power.  And  one,  if  not  the  principal,  cause  of 
his  failure  was  the  report,  credited  in  Mexico,  notwithstanding  his  denial,  of  his 
having  agreed  to  cede  Texas,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  his  liberation. 

The  same  reports  were  accredited  here  at  the  time,  and  probably  induced  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  of  January,  calling  for  'any  communications 
received,  or  correspondence  had,  between  the  executive  of  the  United  States  and 
Gen.  Santa  Anna,  or  by  any  other  person  claiming  to  act  on  behalf  of  Mexico,' 
&c.  respecting  Texas. 

The  answer  to  that  resolution,  after  transmitting  a  letter  from  Santa  Anna  of 
the  4th  of  July,  concludes  :  'No  other  communication  upon  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  has  been  made  to  the  executive,'  'by  any  person  claiming  to  act  on 
behalf  of  Mexico.'  This  is  or  is  not,  a  denial  of  the  alleged  understanding  between 
the  Executive  and  Santa  Anna,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  communi- 
cation inended  by  the  President,  whether  it  includes  or  excludes  oral  verbal  com- 
munication, and  also,  to  the  extent  of  the  words  Hiny  person,'  whether  they  include 
or  exclude  Santa  Anna.  I  wait  to  see  the  executive  construction  of  this  message 
before  I  determine  whether  it  is  a  denial  or  an  equivocation. 

It  is  now  important  to  inquire  whether  any  other  events  intervened  between  the 
messages  of  December  5th  and  February  6th,  that  should  have  furnished  just  occa- 
sion or  the  latter,  for  again  bringing  the  subject  before  Congress. 

The  documents  accompanying  that  message  result  in  one  fact  only,  viz:  that  the 
diplomatic  relations  between  this  government  and  Mexico  had  been  closed  at  the 
court  of  Mexico  on  the  7th  of  December,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
20th  of  July,  and  closed  in  a  manner  indicating  a  predetermined  event.  With  what 
decency,  propriety,  or  justice,  this  Congress  is  called  on  to  decide. 

The  message  oi"  6th  February  is  based  on  now  46  (formerly  14)  specified  claims 
appended  ;  it  is  independent  of  the  late  personal  offence  of  Gorostiza.  The 
answer  to  the  demand  of  the  10th  December,  if  that  demand  was  made,  had  not  been 
received.  The  President  declares  that,  in  relation  to  these  claims,  the  conduct  of 
Mexico  'would  justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  icar ;'  but  recommends, 
'as  an  act  of  wisdom  and  viodera'tion,'  that  we  should  give  'to  Mexico  one  more 
opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past,  before  we  take  redress  into  our  own  hands.  'To 
avoid  all  misconception  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  to  protect  our  own  national 
character  from  reproach,  this  opportunity  should  be  given,  with  the  avowed  design 
and  full  preparation  to  take  immediate  satisfaction  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a 
repetition  of  the  demand  for  it.'  And  the  President  asked  Congress  to  grant  him 
the  war  power  of  making  reprisals  in  the  events  of  a  refusal,  'upon  another  demand 
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thereof,  made  from  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  of  war,  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.' 
Such  was  the  message. 

Had  war  been  recommended  and  declared  in  December  or  in  February,  it  would 
have  necessarily  foreclosed  all  nej^ociation  for  Texas.  Had  Congress  granted  the 
power  asked,  what  argument  would  have  operated  more  powerfully  on  the  Mexican 
Congress,  in  favour  ot  acceding  to  the  mid-way  treaty  of  Santa  Anna,  of  reconciling 
them  to  give  up  an  insurgent  province,  than  an  American  fleet  on  their  coast,  making 
the  demand  at  the  cannon's  mouth?  Look  at  the  list  of  claims;  could  any  mortal 
man  expect  that  Mexico  could  adjust  them  on  the  moment?  or  that  she  would  allow 
them  without  examination  ?  She  could  only  estimate  them  in  the  mass,  and  value 
them  against  Texas.  This  then,  accounts  for  the  message  of  the  6th  February. 
Such  was  its  object  and  end. 

The  committees  of  both  houses  responded  to  the  message  as  to  the  wrongs  of 
Mexico,  but  not  as  to  the  remedy.  A  new  and  unexpected  result  had  so  far  changed 
the  face  of  affairs,  that  they  recommend  measures  suited  to  whatever  contingency 
might  happen.  The  committee  of  the  House  reported  on  the  19th  Februaiy,  and 
that  of  the  Senate  on  the  18th  February. 

From  advices  received  from  Mexico  it  had  become  doubtful  whether  Santa  Anna 
would  be  reinstated  in  power ;  if  not,  the  threats  of  war  would  have  been  premature ; 
and  the  recognition  of  the  imlepcndence  of  Texas  would  be  necessary  as  a  prelimi- 
nary, tiiat  the  consent  of  Texas  to  a  compact  might  be  substituted  for  a  treaty  with 
Mexico. 

Resolutions,  well  calculated  to  meet  future  events,  passed  both  Houses,  (not 
giving  the  war-threatening  power  to  the  president,  but)  authorizing  a  formal  demand 
on  Mexico;  and  an  appropriation  was  made  for  a  minister  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  An  appropriation  was  also  made  for  a  minister  to  Texas,  whenever  the 
president  should  deem  it  proper  to  make  the  appointment — in  effect,  authorizing  him 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Texas.  Armed  with  these  powers,  the  execu- 
tive was  prepared  for  events. 

From  day  to  day,  it  became  more  and  more  evident,  nay,  almost  certain,  that 
Santa  Anna  had  little  or  no  hope  of  regaining  his  power.  Soon  after  his  return  he 
had  denied  having  made  the  arrangements  imputed  to  him.  His  denial  may  have 
been  regarded  here  as  an  act  of  bad  faith  rather  than  of  necessity.  These  facts,  and 
the  importance  of  having  the  sanction  of  the  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  to  a  measure  of 
so  many  consequences,  probably  induced  the  step  of  appointing  a  minister  to  Texas 
on  the  3d  of  March ;  thus  closing  the  power  of  a  treaty  acquisition  from  Mexico,  and 
taking  a  chance  of  a  compact  with  Texas.  Compare  this  with  the  message  of  22d 
December.  Neither  Mexico  nor  any  foreign  power  had  acknowledged  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas.  TJie  Hapsc  of  time' — forty-six  days  !  'the  'course  of  events'' — I  have 
noted  them.  Yes,  the  course  of  events  in  ibrty-six  days  settled  the  question,  not  the 
question  of  that  message,  but  of  the  determination  of  the  executive. 

That  compact  could  not  be  made,  so  long  as  our  treaty  obligations  remained, 
without  the  assent  of  Mexico.  What  was  now  necessary,  therefore,  was  to  cancel 
those  obligations,  or  compel  Mexico  to  be  willing. 

Prior  to  the  Texian  minister's  being  accredited  here,  the  Texian  government  had 
authorized  an  application  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States.  This 
was  the  primary  object  of  his  mission. 

These  facts  being  known,  instead  of  making  the  last  solemn  demand  by  a  minister 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  as  expected  by  Congress,  or  at  the  cannon's  mouth,  as 
desired  by  Gen.  Jackson,  an  extreme  of  an  opposite  character  was  adopted.  This 
last  and  solemn  demand  was  confided  to  'a  courier' — a  clerk  of  the  department:  and 
what  was  he  to  do  ? 

On  the  27th  May,  Mr.  Robert  Greenhow  was  sent  with  a  sealed  packet  to  Mexico, 
with  instructions  to  deliver  it  at  the  department  of  state,  and  to  inform  the  secre- 
tary that  he  was  directed  to  wait  one  week  for  a  reply!  !  If  the  former  demand  of 
an  unqualified  compliance  with  the  claims  which  were  exhibited,  within  a  fortnight, 
was  unexampled  in  diplomacy,  this  was  most  peremptory. 

He  was  directed  to  inform  the  Mexican  secretary  of  state  'that  he  should  remain 
in  the  city  of  Mexico  one  week,  and  that,  upon  his  return,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
he  would  take  charge  of  any  communication  which  he  might  have  to  send  to  this 
government.'  Mr.  Greenhow  delivered  his  despatches  with  his  errand  on  the  20th 
July,  which  were  to  be  examined  by  the  new  secretary  of  state,  and  a  satisfactory 
answer  returned  in  one  ircek.  And  what  were  they?  They  consisted  of  fifty-seven 
articles  of  claims,  spread  over  seventy-three  printed  pages,' some  accompanied  with 
voluminous  vouchers  and  proofs,  some  with  few,  some  with  none ;  some  cases  of 
ancient  date,  some  now  for  the  first  time  presented— cases  arising  in  different  and 


196  ANNOTATIONS    TO    PART    THE    FIRST. 

distant  parts  of  the  country,  all  in  the  English  language,  and  to  be  translated  into 
Spanish  ;  the  whole,  probably,  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  octavo  volumes  in 
print;  and  all  these  were  to  be  translated,  read,  examined,  compared  with  their 
records  and  former  evidence,  and  answered  in  one  week — seven  days,  including 
Sunday. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  Mr.  Cuevas,  holding  up  both  hands  in  utter  astonishment, 
replied,  in  substance,  that  he  could  not  do  all  this  in  a  week  ;  it  was  utterly  impossible, 
but  that  he  would  use  all  haste  in  examining  them,  one  by  one,  and  send  the  results 
as  fast  as  the  cases  were  determined ;  that  he  had  set  the  translator  to  work,  &,c. 
He  adds  something  about  not  being  in  a  passion,  &c. 

While  these  things  were  going  on  at  Mexico,  on  the  4th  August,  1837,  the  Texian 
minister  submitted  his  proposition  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
And  on  the  25th  August,  Mr.  Forsyth  replied  that: 

'So  long  as  Texas  shall  remain  at  war,  while  the  United  States  are  at  peace  with 
her  adversary,  the  proposition'  'necessarily  involves  the  question  of  war  with  that 
adversary.  The  United  States  are  bound  to  Mexico  by  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, which  will  be  scrupulously  observed  on  our  part,  so  long  as  it  can  be  reason- 
ably hoped  that  Mexico  will  jjerform  her  duties  and  respect  our  rights  under  it !' 

The  obstacle,  then,  to  entertaining  the  proposition  was  our  treaty  obligation ;  and 
this  depended  on  the  fact,  whether  Mexico  respected  our  rights  under  It ;  and  this 
was  at  that  moment  depending  on  the  fact,  whether  Mexico  had,  within  the  one 
week,  given  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  fifty-seven  articles. 

But  to  return  to  Mexico.  The  answer  of  the  29th  was  received.  The  receipt 
of  it,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  acknowledged,  or  the  government  of 
Mexico  to  have  been  advised  whether  it  was  satisfactory  or  unsatisfactorj'.  Yet  the 
diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  governments  were  formally  renewed  by  the 
accrediting  of  a  Mexican  minister.  On  the  16th  October,  Mr.  Martinez  was 
accredited  here.  On  the  ISth  November,  he  sent  in  ten  reports,  viz.  on  four  of  the 
fifty-seven,  and  on  six  cases  not  included,  and  I  suppose  no  longer  insisted  on. 
Without  (for  any  thing  that  appears)  noticing  the  reception  of  these  reports,  Mr. 
Forsyth,  on  the  24th  of  November,  sent  to  Mr.  Martinez  sundry  new  claims  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Mexican  government. 

The  negociation  thus  going  on,  the  next  thing  is  the  message  of  the  President,  of 
December  following,  terminating,  in  efiect,  all  pending  negociations,  devolving  the 
whole  subject  on  Congress,  and,  in  the  very  language  of  nullification,  submitting  it 
to  Congress  'to  determine  the  time,  the  mode,  and  the  measure  of  redress.'  Yet  not- 
withstanding this,  we  find  the  current  of  n'='gociation  soon  running  smooth  again. 
On  the  11th  December,  notwithstanding  this  message,  Mr.  Forsyth  sent  yet 
another  list  of  claims  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Mexican  government :  An  anoma- 
lous state  of  things,  truly. 

In  congress  this  message  now  stands  committed  to  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions. A  notice  has  been  given  in  the  senate  of  a  proposition  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  Union.  This,  also,  will  go  to  the  same  committee.  The  subjects  will 
then  be  in  conjunction.  The  treaty  obligations  (the  great  obstacle  in  the  way)  may 
be  removed  by  war,  or  by  a  direct  nullification  of  the  treaty,  as  indicated  by  the  nul- 
lification language  of  the  message.  Which  will  the  committee  report?  The  country 
will  sustain  neither. 

The  committee  of  the  house  will  probably  outrun  the  views  of  the  Executive;  will 
make  more  haste  than  good  speed.  It  will  result  in  a  suspended  question,  to  be 
avaikble  at  a  more  convenient  moment.  The  Executive,  by  this  time,  must  be 
aware,  that  on  this  question,  the  people  of  even  the  south,  are  divided,  and  of  the 
north  unanimous.  I  speak  of  the  people,  not  the  members  of  congress.  He  knows 
that  neither  the  congress  by  compact,  nor  the  senate  by  treaty,  have  power  to  annex 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  government,  or  a  foreign  government  to  us. 

After  all  this  diversified  diplomacy,  and  expediency  messages,  we  are  informally 
informed  that  the  Mexican  government  are  desirous  of,  and  have  authorized  a  propo- 
sition for,  referring  our  disputes  to  a  common  arbiter. 

Thus  stands  our  Mexican  and  Texian  relations.  Yours,  &c.  E. 
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Note  IV.— A  triple  comparison  between  the  cases  of  Mexico,  Canada, 
AND  Michigan. 

Nothinc;  that  has  fallen  under  my  observation  has  delineated  the  mcanderings  of 
the  Jacksonian  diplomacy  in  so  lucid  a  perspective  as  the  following  triple  compa- 
rison between  the  cases  of  Mexico,  Canada,  and  Michigan— embracing  also  some 
pertinent  allusions  to  that  lately  pursued  by  the  same  'practised  man'  towards 
France  and  other  European  powers.  1  therefore  commend  it  to  an  attentive 
perusal;  not  doubting  that  it  will  produce  the  same  elfect  upon  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  as  the  last  touch  of  a  master,  given  to  any  interesting  historic 
picture,  produces  on  the  enchained  senses  of  the  beholder.  Moreover,  the  per- 
sonal gratification  it  affords  me  to  have  my  views  sustained  by  casual  authorities  of 
such  pre-eminent  ability,  is  too  great  to  permit  me  to  forego  its  insertion  here,  were 
not  the  paramount  consideration  of  public  utility  sufficiently  imperative. 
[From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  loth  September.  1836.] 

'Gentlemen  :— You  some  time  ago  expressed  your  opinion  that  the  public  voice 
would  control  the  government  in  its  relations  with  Mexico ;  and,  when  the  Presi- 
dent's letters  to  the  governors  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  appeared,  you  seemed  to 
consider  them  a  verification  of  your  prediction.  I  am  sorry  I  am  not  able  to  view 
the  subject  in  the  same  light.  The  letters  referred  to  have  very  much  the  appearance 
of  such  paper  machinery" as  is  prepared  at  Washington  for  sinister  effect  elsewhere. 
What  is  said,  seems  to  have  been  intended  to  check  the  force  of  public  opinion  at 
home,  to  allay  complaint  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  to  remove  the  suspicions  of 
European  powers.  The  first  object  may  be  unhappily  gained ;  at  home  investigation 
and  reproof  may  be  averted;  but  the  alarm  of  Mexico,  and  the  suspicion  of  the 
world,  will  be  increased,  not  suppressed ;  for,  after  all,  what  has  the  President  said 
in  his  letters?  Does  he  abandon  the  design  of  occupying  the  Mexican  territory? 
Does  he  withdraw  our  troops  from  the  scene  of  hostility  between  our  own  citizens 
and  the  Mexicans  ?  By  no  means  ;  he  barely  says,  that  in  calling  out  volunteers,  Gen. 
Gaines  has  been  premature;  he  does  not  revoke  the  discretion  given  to  that  officer 
to  call  them  out  hereafter,  or  to  occupy  Mexican  territory.  Besides  of  what  value 
are  professions  contradicted  by  opposite  actions?  Not  a  solitary  step  has  been  taken 
to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  Mexican  minister.  Men  are  openly  recruited, 
armed,  and  marched  through  our  country,  not  (as  in  the  case  of  the  English  aux- 
iliaries in  Spain)  to  sustain  the  actual  government  of  Mexico,  but  to  aid  a  few 
thousand  American  citizens  and  adventurers  from  Europe  in  making  war  against 
that  government!  Professions,  therefore,  are  a  mockery  of  the  common  seiise  of 
mankind. 

'As  I  am  of  opinion  that  even  the  first  act  of  the  Texian  drama  is  not  over,  I  am 
induced  to  ask  you  to  publish  the  annexed  part  of  a  letter  from  one  friend  to  another — 
one  more  mite  added  to  the  heap  of  individual  opinions  on  a  most  important  subject. 

X.  Y.  z: 

'Philadelphia,  July  29,  1836. 

«My  Dear  Sir; — I  am  sorry  that  you  and  I,  who  usually  agree  in  opinion  on 
political  topics,  should  differ  as  widely  on  the  Texian  as  we  did  on  the  French 
indemnity  q\iestion.  In  the  present  instance  we  are  disinterested,  as  we  were  in 
the  former  one  ;  so  that  explanation  may  end  now,  as  it  did  before,  in  our  coming  to 
the  same  conclusion.  My  letter  of  the  12th  of  March,  1835,  satisfied  you  that 
France  had  not  been  as  wrong,  and  that  our  federal  executive  had  not  been  as  right, 
as  you  had  supposed.  You  perceive  that  as  yet  my  prediction  is  uncontradicted, 
that  France  would  not  send  a  minister  to  our  present  executive,  and,  indeed,  you 
must  be  convinced  that  the  existing  peace  with  France  is  not  according  to  the  will 
of  those  who  in  reality  guide  our  councils.  A  consideration  of  all  this  may  induce 
you  to  weigh  more  seriously  what  I  have  now  to  say  ;  and  I  am  very  sure,  if  you 
shall  not  now,  you  will  hereafter,  admit  that  our  conduct  towards  Mexico  is  utterly 
indefensible. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  better  way  of  showing  what  that  conduct  has  been  than  by 
reversing  the  case,  after  the  manner  of  the  farmer,  whose  ox  was  gored  by  a  certain 
justice's  bull. 

On  the  1 1th  of  the  present  month  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  assembled  to  receive 
the  decision  of  Congress  upon  the  application  of  the  new  state  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.  On  that  occasion  the  governor  sent  them  a  message,  setting  forth  what 
Congress  had  done,  declaring  his  own  sentiments  upon  the  subject,  and  casting  upon 
the  people  the  grave  responsibility  of  decision.     In   this  message  the  governor 
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announced  that  Michigan  had  now  to  determine  whether  it  would  submit  to  an 
absolute  encroachment  upon  its  rights  a^  a  sovereign  state  ;  whether  it  would  submit 
to  an  arbitrary  aggrandizement  of  Ohio  at  the  expense  of  Michigan,  or  resist  the 
injustice  at  all  hazards.  He  represented  that  his  own  feelings  were  excited  and 
indignant  at 'the  dismemberment  of  Michigan;'  that 'Congress  had  violated  every 
principle  of  justice  ;  that  it  was  a  triumph  of  might  over  right ;  and  that  the  sanction 
of  legitimacy  was  now  to  be  WTung  from  the  unwilling  assent  of  a  patriotic  and 
high-minded  people.'  'In  fact,'  continues  governor  Mason,  'the  question  of  right 
between  the  parties  has  been  invariably  disregarded  by  Congress;  their  action  has 
been  placed  exclusively  on  the  ground  of  policy,  thus  establishing  a  precedent  that 
must  work  evil  of  the  utmost  magnitude  to  our  civil  institutions,  and,  if  persisted  in 
whenever  individual  interests  demand  it,  will  convert  a  government  of  laws  into  the 
worst  and  most  oppressive  of  all  despotisms — that  of  expediency.' 

Governor  Mason  proceeds  to  describe  the  legislation  of  Congress,  pronouncing  it 
unconstitutional  and  despotic.  He  contrasts  the  wrongs  of  Micliigan  with  the  com- 
plaints of  the  thirteen  colonies  against  Britain ;  declares  that  Michigan  is  denied  a 
right  guaranteed  to  the  humblest  individual — that  of  seeking  judicial  protection 
against  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  power,  and  announces  that  no  alternative 
remains  between  unqualified  submission  and  open  resistance.  Finally,  after  weigh- 
ing the  probable  results  of  resistance,  he  recommends  submission.  So  that  the  mes- 
sage places  the  parties  somewhat  in  the  position  of  the  armed  bandit  and  the  unarmed 
traveller — a  position  in  which  submission  should  not  be  considered  dishonourable. 

Now,  mj'  good  sir,  let  us  suppose  tiiat  some  thousands  of  the  Canadian,  English, 
and  Irish  settlers  in  Michigan,  instead  of  submitting  to  the  dismemberment  of  that 
state,  instead  of  passing  under  the  yoke,  the  galling  yoke,  described  by  Governor 
Mason,  should  determine  to  resist,  should  raise  the  flag  of  independence,  and  should 
address  such  an  appeal  as  the  following  to  mankind : 

'The  American  government,  having  a  boundless  territory,  and  a  small  and  scattered 
population,  having  an  extensive  frontier  occupied  by  savages,  from  time  to  time 
invited  the  oppressed  people  of  other  countries  to  settle  within  their  borders.  Not 
only  were  lands  at  a  low  price  offered  to  emigrants,  but  above  all,  they  were  promised 
liberty,  and  the  protection  of  equal  laws.  Thousands  of  us  left  the  tombs  of  our 
fathers,  and  the  cradles  of  our  childhood,  seeking  in  a  wilderness  such  blessings  as 
we  could  not  enjoy  at  home.  ^Ve  naturally  became  attached  to  the  soil  of  Michigan, 
cultivated  with  our  own  free  hands,  and  took  a  pride  in  the  destiny  of  the  state  as  a 
member  of  the  American  confederacy.  But,  in  its  prosperity,  that  confederacy  hath 
forgotten  the  days  of  its  adversity.  Congress  have  treated  Michigan  as  Britain 
treated  the  infant  colonies  ;  they  have  dism'embered  our  territory,  and  denied  to  our 
state,  rights  guaranteed  to  the  most  humble  indi\  idual  ;  they  have  driven  us  from  our 
last  peaceful  refuge,  the  halls  of  justice,  and  left  us  no  alternative  between  base  sub- 
mission and  manly  resistance.  In  our  choice  we  do  not  hesitate,  but  imitating  the 
glorious  example  of  the  heroes  of  1776,  declare  Rlichigan  an  independent  nation, 
and  appeal  to  heaven  and  mankind  in  support  of  the  justice  of  our  cause. 

'To  our  countrymen  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  America,  we  especially  address  our- 
selves. 'We  are  "bone  of  your  bone,  and  flesh  of  your  flesh.'  We  were  once  your 
fellow-citizens,  and  are  now  struggling  for  'truth,  light,  and  liberty.'  We  stand  in 
need  of  money,  arms  and  men.  Be  not  uneasy  as  to  security  ;  ask  those  capitalists 
amongst  you  who  have  already  made  investments  in  our  lands,  and  they  will  tell  you 
they  are  fertile  and  boundless ;  they  are  a  pledge  for  our  debt  of  independence. 
Remember  the  Saxon  blood  that  flows  in  our  common  veins,  unlike  the  blood  of  our 
oppressors,  who  have  no  common  ancestry,  but  constitute  a  compound  of  every 
country  and  every  colour  of  the  habitable  world.' 

Suppose,  I  say,  some  such  manifesto  as  this  should  be  promulgated.  Suppose 
companies  should  be  formed  in  London  and  Liverpool  for  speculating  in  Michigan 
lands  and  Michigan  independence.  Suppose  some  of  the  leading  editors  in  England 
should  be  made  partners  in  the  scheme.  Suppose  inducements  should  be  held  out  to 
all  sorts  of  adventurers,  'men  too  lazy  to  work,  and  too  proud  to  be?,'  'choice  spirits, 
above  the  dull  pursuits  of  civil  life.'  Suppose  companies,  nay,  regiments  of  volun- 
teers should  be  equipped  in  English  and  Canadian  towns  to  enfer  Michigan,  and 
there  murder  native  citizens,  and  plunder  their  property.  Suppose,  I  say,  all  this  to 
be  done,  what  would  our  people  and  our  con?ress,  and,  above  all,  what  would  our 
president  say  and  do .'  Wo<ild  he  consider  the  insurgents  and  their  imported  allies  as 
a  legitimate  foe  .'  Would  he  not  denounce  them  as  outlaws,  and  treat  them  as  he  did 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister.' 

Let  us  suppose,  again,  that  those  foreigners,  arrogating  to  know  better  than  the 
natives  of  Michigan  what  liberty  is,  and  what  the  true  interest  of  Michigan  is,  should 
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Bend  commissioners  to  England,  asking  the  ministry  there  to  acknowledge  Michigan 
independence.  Suppose  the  British  parliament  should  unanimously  encourage  the 
insurgents,  by  promising  to  acknowledge  Michigan  independence,  if  they  would  fight 
hard  and  put  down  the  American  party.  Suppose  that  one  of  the  lords  should  openly 
state  in  debate  that  the  independence  of  Michigan  was  'inevitable.'  Suppose  other 
British  lords  should  visit  the  chief  towns  of  England,  getting  up  festivals  in  honour 
of  Micliigan  independence.  Suppose  one  of  those  lords,  instead  of  merely  giving 
Michigan  independence  as  a  toast,  should  contemplate  the  revolution  of  our  whole 
Union,  exclaiming,  'onward  is  the  word :  from  the  north  liberty  has  always  jour- 
neyed ;  men  with  Saxon  blood  will  not  halt  at  the  Ohio,  but  push  on  to  the  broad 
Atlantic'  Suppose,  I  say,  all  this  done  and  said,  what  would  we,  and  above  all, 
what  would  our  president  say  and  do  ? 

Suppose  our  president  should  direct  our  minister  at  London  to  protest  against  the 
arming  of  British  men  and  British  vessels  in  British  ports,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
aiding  the  Michigan  insurgents.  Suppose  the  British  ministry  should  reply,  that 
they  had  instructed  the  proper  law  officers  to  act,  whenever  they  should  be  satisfied 
the  neutrality  of  England  was  likely  to  be  compromitted.  And  suppose  none  of  the 
law  officers  should  take  the  least  notice  of  the  notorious  equipment  and  march  of 
troops  lor  the  Michigan  territory  ;  what  would  the  American  jieople,  and  congress, 
and  especially  the  president,  say  and  do  ? 

Suppose,  again,  the  British  ministry,  under  pretence  of  protecting  the  Canadian 
frontier,  against  Indians  inhabiting  a  part  of  Michigan,  should  direct  the  commander 
of  the  forces  in  Canada  to  cross  over  into  Michigan  'not  beyond'  fifty-six  miles 
within  the  limits  of  that  state.  Suppose  the  American  minister  at  London,  should 
protest  against  this  movement,  as  obvioiisly  giving  aid  and  countenance  to  the  insur- 

fents  of  British  birth,  engaged  in  a  war  against  the  American  constituted  authorities, 
uppose  the  British  ministry  should  reply,  tliat  the  movement  of  troops  into  Michi- 
gan was  not  to  be  regarded  as  hostile,  but,  on  the  contrary,  as  a  mark  of  the  purest 
friendship !  And  suppose,  in  defiance  of  American  protests,  the  British  flag  should 
be  hoisted  in  Michigan,  and  new  bodies  of  troops  should  be  called  for  to  support  the 
military  position  taken  there :  what,  I  ask,  would  the  American  people,  and,  above 
all,  what  would  the  president  say  and  do  ? 

Would  not  the  blast  of  indignation  be  blown  from  every  hill  and  eveiy  valley  of 
our  country  ?  Would  not  old  and  young  fly  to  their  swords,  to  punish  such  unpro- 
voked, insidious,  and  cowardly  aggression  ?  Would  not  all  consideration,  as  to 
whether  congress  or  the  presidenl  had  or  had  not  treated  Michigan  well,  be  laid 
aside,  until  the  shameful  interference  of  Britain  should  be  punished  ?  Where  would 
our  orators  and  editors  find  language  strong  enough  to  express  their  resentment  at 
this  worse  than  Punic  treacheiy  ? 

And  if  such  would  be  the  feelings  of  Americans,  wherein  does  the  supposed  case 
of  Michigan  ditfer  from  the  actual  case  of  Texas  ?  If  Mexico,  or  Santa  Anna, 
treated  Texas  as  despotically  as  Congress,  according  to  Governor  Mason,  has  treated 
Michigan,  had  not  the  natives  as  good  a  right  as  those  of  Michigan  now  have  to 
decide  whether  submission  was  or  was  not  most  discreet?  And  if  the  natives  of 
Texas  to  a  man  preferred  submission,  what  light  had  foreigners  to  dictate  to  them  an 
opposite  course  ?  If  Canadian  or  British  settlers  were  to  stimulate  the  people  of 
Michigan  not  to  take  Governor  Mason's  advice,  but  to  try  the  event  of  war,  would 
not  we  Americans  denounce  those  settlers  as  vi])ers  stinging  the  hands  that  had 
warmed  them  into  life?  Would  we  be  inclined  to  extend  to  such  men  the  courtesies 
due  to  legitimate  warriors?  And  if  such  would  be  our  course,  why  may  not  Mexico 
thus  denounce  men,  who,  in  return  for  hospitality,  have  converted  ploughshares 
into  Bowie-knives,  in  order  to  maintain  a  supremacy  ? 

Is  not  the  parallel  between  the  supposed  case  of  Michigan  and  England,  and  the 
actual  case  of  Texas  and  t1ie  United  States,  perfect  ?  Has  "not  our  government  done, 
and  allowed  to  be  done,  to  Mexico,  a  weak  neighbour,  what  it  would  not  have  done, 
or  allowed  to  be  done,  to  any  powerful  nation  ?  If  American  settlers  in  Canada  had 
raised  the  flag  of  independence  there,  would  our  senate  have  encouraged  them  to 
persevere  by  a  promise  to  reward  it  ?  Would  our  president  have  dirccled  General 
Gaines  to  enter  Canada,  and  take  a  position  in  the  very  scene  of  hostilities  between 
American  insurgents  and  the  British  authorities?  And  if  we  would  not  dare  thus  to 
trifle  with  a  strong  power,  able  to  resent  the  outrage,  what  can  be  more  shameful 
than  thus  to  treat  a  weak  neighbour,  because  it  is  comparatively  weaker  than  we  are? 
If  we  have  cause  of  open  war  with  Mexico,  let  it  be  declared.  Why  wage  a  war  in 
disguise,  giving  absolute,  though  covert  aid  to  insurgents  in  Mexico,  and  yet  depriv- 
ing Mexico  of  all  the  advantage  of  open  hostility  ?  If  openly  at  war  with  us,  Mexico 
might  gain  private,  if  not  public   allies :  she  might  appeal  to  Europe  against  the 
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crasping  ambition  of  'her  sister  Republic,'  as  Turkey  appeals  whenever  threatened 
by  Russian  ambition.  But  in  her  present  position  we  deprive  Mexico  of  all  such 
advantages;  we  profit  by  an  exceedingly  valuable  trade  with  her;  we  talk  loudly  to 
the  world  about  our  magnanimity,  our  prosperity,  and  our  public  virtue  ;  nay,  we  are 
punctilious  (as  with  France)  about  the  solemn  faith  of  treaties,  and  yet  wilh  Mexico 
we  violate  the  spirit,  nay,  the  very  letter,  of  existing  conventions  with  her. 

The  principal  observations  which  you  make  have  not,  in  my  opinion,  any  bearing 
upon  the  questions  under  consideration.  The  main  question  is,  whether  our  govern- 
ment is  acting  in  an  honourable  or  dishonourable  manner  towards  Mexico?  You 
do  not  say  its  course  is  honourable,  and  yet  you  desire  to  excuse  the  insurgents  in 
Texas,  and  our  own  government.  You  think  tlie  foreigners,  who  went  to  Texas 
sought  a  federative  rei)ublic  ;  that  Texns  was  like  one  of  the  thirteen  English  colo- 
nies; and  that  settlers  in  Texas  had  a  right  to  resist  consolidation,  just  as  the  people 
of  Virginia  would  have  a  right  to  resist  a  consolidation  of  our  Union.  But  in  all  this 
are  you  not  under  a  palpable  mistake?  I  know  this  is  tl>e  story  of  the  self  styled 
Texians  ;  but  is  it  not  an  imposture  throughout  ?  In  the  first  place,  Texas  never  was 
like  one  of  the  thirteen  British  colonies,  in  any  respect  independent ;  it  was  a  part  of 
the  unit,  Mexico,  and  was  called  Texas,  just  as  one  of  our  counties  is  designated, 
for  the  purposes  of  local  administration.  In  the  next  place,  many  of  the  foreigners, 
who  settled  in  Texas,  went  there  before  Mexico  ceased  to  be  a  province  of  Spain, 
and  others  settled  under  the  emperor  Iturbide.  But  why  need  all  this  be  said ;  if  the 
settlers  really  loved  liberty  and  a  federative  republic,  why  did  they  not  stay  at  home? 
No  doubt  some  respectable  men  settled  in  Texas ;  but  of  whom  was  the  mass  com- 
posed ?  Is  it  not  clear  that  lucre,  not  liberty,  was  the  temptation  ?  Is  not  the  bait 
now  held  out  to  'volunteers,'  the  certainty  of  acquiring  a  fortune  ?  Let  me  not, 
however,  follow  the  settlers  further,  but  return  to  ourselves.  What  right,  I  repeat, 
have  we  to  interfere  in  the  affair?  of  Mexico,  any  more  than  British  subjects  have  to 
meddle  with  the  concerns  of  Michigan? 

You  refer  to  the  course  of  Santa  Anna,  which  I  reprobate  as  much  as  you  do ;  but 
his  acts  have  not  been  sanctioned  by  the  people  or  government  of  Mexico;  much 
less  do  his  acts  warrant  the  conduct  of  our  Congress  and  Executive.  When  Don 
Miguel's  scaffolds  streamed  with  the  best  blood  of  Portugal,  and  when  Nicholas  was 
depopulating  entire  districts  of  Poland,  where  was  our  humanity  ?  How  many  of 
our  'volunteers'  then  imitated  Kosciusko  and  Lafayette?  Did  Congress  stimulate 
the  Portuguese  and  Poles,  by  holding  out  hopes  of  future  assistance  or  friendship? 
Did  the  president  consign  Miguel  or  Nicholas  to  a  gibbet  ?  Far  from  it ;  not  a 
syllable  was  uttered  in  sympathy  for  the  oppressed,  or  in  reprobation  of  the  oppres- 
sors. To  monarchial  governments  (France  and  England)  was  left  the  glorious  effort 
to  mitigate  the  fate  of  the  Portuguese  and  Poles  !  Towards  Mexico,  how  opposite 
has  been  our  course  !  Even  the  disciples  of  Washington,  neutral  Washington,  have 
been  carried  away  by  such  excitements,  as  they  refused  to  consider  an  apology  for 
executive  trespasses;  they  almost  echo,  as  to  Mexico,  the  propagandism  of  revolu- 
tionary France  in  1793  :  'The  convention  promise  support  to  all  who  desire  to  recover 
their  liberty  ;  and  the  president  very  congenially  exclaims,  'a  la  lanierne — a  la  lan- 
ierne.' 

What  a  dignified  position  we  thus  hold  !  How  encouraging  all  this  is  to  South 
American  states  to  respect  our  character  or  foster  our  trade !  What  weapons  are 
we  not  putting  into  the  hands  of  political  and  commercial  rivals  !  What  inducements 
to  Mexico  herself  to  value  our  friendship,  and  favour  our  vast  trade  with  her  ! 

Besides,  it  seems  to  be  forgotten  that  we  may  have  insurrections  at  home,  and 
that  all  men  in  authority  may  not  be  as  discreet  as  Governor  Mason.  It  seems  to  be 
forgotten  that  Mexico  may  retaliate  hereafter,  if  not  now,  and  may  promise  to  recog- 
nize the  freedom  of  those  who  may  fi^ht  bravely  for  it !  It  appears  to  have  escaped 
the  recollection  of  the  orators  in  our  Senate,  that  we  have  at  home  a  mighty  mass  of 
combustible  matter,  ready  for  the  torch  of  any  incendiary.  If  Mexico,  or  any  other 
state,  should  pass  resolutions,  such  as  our  Congress  passed,  stimulating  insurgents  in 
Texas,  with  what  face  could  we  complain?  If  Mexico  should  by  such  resolutions 
stimulate  capitalists,  or  men  of  wealth,  to  put  firebrands  into  the  hands  of  foreign  or 
domestic  incendiares,  what  could  we  say?  If  adventurers  from  all  parts  of  the  earth 
should  be  invited  to  the  standard  of  liberty,  and  encouraged  to  butcher  our  people 
and  deprive  them  of  their  property,  could  we  justly  complain  ?  According  to  the 
doctrines  set  up.  in  defence  of  American  citizens  fighting  in  Texas,  we  should  be 
compelled  to  treat  Mexicans  taken  in  arms,  and  aiding  insurgents  among  us,  as  legi- 
timate warriors  ;  nay,  we  should  be  compelled  to  respect  Thompson  himself,  and 
other  such  entliusiasts,  as  patriots  and  heroes ! 
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The  times,  my  good  sir,  are  out  of  joint.  When  men  hi£;h  in  authority  disregard 
treaties,  the  supreme  law  of  the  laiul  ;  when  we  treat  a  weak  neighbour  as  we  would 
not  dare  to  treat  a  powerful  one ;  when  we  authorize  one  of  our  generals  ;  at  his 
discretion,  to  take  military  possession  of  a  part  of  Mexico  ;  when  we  do  every  thing 
but  actual  fighting  against  that  neii^hbour;  when  we  cover  and  countenance  the 
march  of  armed  bodies  of  our  own  c  tizcns,  to  aid  in  killing  the  natives  of  Mexico, 
and  stripping  them  of  their  properly  ;  when  we  fail  to  make  a  solitary  attempt  to 
check  this  war  in  disguise;  when,  to  use  Gov.  Mason's  wo  ds,  wc  'substitute  might 
for  right;'  when,  I  sav,  men  high  in  authority  do  all  this,  why  should  we  wonder  that 
uneducated  men  prefer  flie  same  code  of  Lynch  law  in  their  own  concerns?  Why 
should  we  be  surprised  at  mobs,  or  the  intimidation  of  courts  of  law,  when  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land  is  trampled  under  foot  by  the  very  men,  educated  men,  who 
are  sworn  to  respect  it  ?  Insubordination  is  contagious.  A  man  who  hears  a  senator 
(just  after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  with  Mexico)  urging  his  countrymen  to  march, 
not  merely  to  Texas,  but  to  the  'Pacific ;'  the  man,  I  say,  who  hears  this,  must  have 
a  higher  sense  of  religion  and  honour  than  I  fear,  most  men  have,  if  he  does  not 
conclude  to  regulate  his  own  course  by  his  passions  or  his  interests. 

'Read  once  more  the  early  history  of  the  Romans  ;  mark  their  origin,  character, 
and  conduct ;  observe  the  gradual,  sometimes  bloody  and  sometimes  deceptive, 
means  employed,  to  extend  their  population,  territory,  and  power ;  notice  the  masks 
and  pretence's  under  which  outrages  were  committed  upon  weaker  states ;  behold 
the  gigantic  powers  raised  upon  this  basis  of  accumulated  wrongs  ;  and  then  contem- 
plate the  present  degraded  condition  of  'the  mistress  of  the  world.'  Who  were 
more  arrogant  and  conceited  than  the  Romans— who  are  now  so  abject  or  so  scorned 
as  their  descendants  ?  So  consistent  is  it  with  divine  law,  that  nothing  can  be  truly 
glorious  or  permanent  that  is  not  founded  upon  the  basis  of  right  and  justice.' 


We  have  a  recent  evidence  that  these  acts  of  injustice  are  contagious  among 
nations. — France,  seeing  the  patience  of  Mexico  under  the  accumulated  injuries 
heaped  upon  her  by  General  Jackson,  determined  to  step  in  for  her  share  of  the 
spoils,  if  Mexico  must  be  dismembered.  Fixing  our  eye  upon  the  sudden  burst  of 
troubles  between  the  United  States,  (or  rather  between  General  Jackson,)  and 
Mexico,  their  identity  of  date  and  purpose  with  those  of  the  revolted  Mexican 
province  of  Texas,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  France  took  her  resolution  there- 
upon to  blockade  the  Mexican  ports,  no  one  conversant  with  French  policy  will 
venture  to  deny,  that  her  determination  to  have  a  share  of  the  spoils,  was  the  true 
meaning  and  motive  of  that  movement.  The  flimsy  pretences  set  up  that  Mexico 
has  ill  used  some  of  her  people,  denizens  in  Mexico,  and  that  Mexico  is  in  a  demi- 
savage  state,  from  which  France  would  humanely  reclaim  her  by  civilization,  are 
not  seriously  expected  by  any  Frenchman  to  be  believed  by  the  intelligefit  commu- 
nity. Nor  does  the  fact  that  France  did  not  recede  from  this  course,  upon  the  subse- 
quent probability  of  an  adjustment  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  impair 
this  view  of  her  motives.  For  consistency,  and  to  gratify  the  spirit  that  so  promptly 
brought  her  into  the  measure,  she  has  pursued  it,  to  an  attack  and  reduction  of 
Vera  Cruz  ! 

How  long  will  nations  continue  unjust  to  those  less  powerful  than  themselves  ? 
When  will  the  advances  of  general  civilization  manifest  itself  in  international  justice 
and  humanity  ?  Will  not  the  frequent  occurrence  of  national  disputes  and  collisions 
within  a  few  years,  in  which  England  has  taken  such  efficient  and  honourable  part 
to  adjust,  expedite  the  establishment  of  a  national  tribunal  of  arbitration  ?  Will  not 
our  American  Congress  soon  be  moved  to  take  up  Mr.  Legare's  report  upon  that 
subject,  made  at  the  last  session,  and  which  now  lies  on  their  table  ?  This,  indeed, 
is  a  subject  of  great,  abiding,  paramount  interest;  and  the  crisis  which  has  brought 
forth  the  following  eloquent  proclamation  of  the  President  of  Mexico  might  justly 
cdl  up,  and  awaken  anew  the  dominant  interests,  not  to  say  sympathies,  of  every 
magnanimous  power  I 

[From  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  2lst  of  December.] 

♦The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  to  the  Army. 

'Companions  in  Arms  !  Our  country  is  in  danger,  and  calls  us  to  its  defence. 
The  government  of  a  powerful  and  distant  nation,  which  perhaps  only  knows  us  from 
the  gold  of  our  mines  and  the  treasures  which  many  of  its  subjects  have  acquired 
among  us,  now  insults  us  in  every  possible  maimer,  and  thinks  it  will  civilize  us, 
though  commencing  by  our  degradation.  It  seeks  our  friendship,  to  impose  upon  us 
disgraceful  conditions,  by  which  alone  we  may  be  admitted  to  its  amity ;  and  because 
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we  have  resisted  nobly  and  justly,  it  has  waged  war  upon  our  coasts.  Our  modera- 
tion and  magnanimity,  our  desire  to  preserve  peace,  have  been  construed  doubtless 
into  imbecility  and  incapacity  for  self-defence.  In  short,  we  have  been  mistaken  for 
Mgerines;  let  us  prove  to  them  that  we  are  Mexicans. 

♦Valiant  Troops  !  Remember  that  you  are  the  same  who,  without  foreign  aid, 
without  military  tactics,  without  chiefs,  astonished  the  world  by  your  heroic  deeds, 
by  your  constancy  in  the  combat,  by  your  fortitude  in  enduring  toil  and  fatigue ; 
remember  the  resolution  with  v/hich  you  plucked  from  the  hands  of  your  rulers  the 
iaurels  of  triumph,  and  brilliant  trophies  of  conquest. 

•SoLPiERS !  The  French  have  thrown  down  the  gauntlet  in  Vera  Cruz.  It  has 
been  raised  by  some  of  our  comrades,  and  the  strife  has  now  begun.  Let  us  hasten 
to  maintain  it,  and  let  us  swear  on  the  altars  of  our  injured  country,  taking  heaven 
and  our  posterity  as  our  witnesses,  never  to  lay  down  our  arms  until  our  rights  are 
respected. 

'CoMHABES  !  In  this  sacred  struggle  we  will  constitute  the  vanguard.  Our  corp^ 
de  reserve  will  be  the  nation  en  masse,  which  admires  our  deeds,  and  will  crown  our 
victory  or  revenge  our  glorious  death.  If  the  Mexicans  in  general,  who  cannot  be 
iindifferent  to  this  title  or  to  the  national  glory  and  honour,  will  follow  our  footsteps ; 
and  if  the  struggle  to  which  we  have  been  so  unjustly  provoked  should  prove  adverse 
to  our  cause,  the  vast  territory  of  this  republic  will  be  converted  into  a  single  sepul- 
chre; the  conquerors  and  the  conquered  will  be  equally  overwhelmed  in  it,  and  an 
admiring  world  will  say,  'the  Mexicans  no  longer  exist ;  with  them  has  disappeared 
their  name,  but  it  has  vanished  without  spot  or  blemish !  Glory  to  so  magnani- 
mous an  example  !  Shame  to  their  unjust  and  haughty  aggressors  !' 

'Frjends  !  Let  us  fiy  to  merit  such  enviable  distinctions.  Let  us  struggle  un- 
ceasingly, Justice  and  the  good  wishes  of  all  who  know  and  appreciate  valour  and 
the  independence  of  nations  are  in  our  favour.  Your  cause  is  not  alone  that  of 
Mexico,  it  is  that  of  the  whole  continent,  of  every  republican  people,  of  all  for  whom 
divine  liberty  is  something  more  than  a  name.  All  look  to  you  with  anxiety  ;  all 
are  eager  to  learn  whether  they  shall  term  you  their  deliverers,  or  shall  load  you  with 
execrations.     Who  will  doubt  your  choice  ? 

'There  yet  exist  among  you  illustrious  examples  of  those  who  led  you  to  the 
combat  during  the  glorious  periods  when  you  achieved  your  independence.  A 
thousand  others  will  rush  to  the  fray,  and  all  will  emulate  your  indomitable  valour. 

'Mexicans,  one  and  all  !  Your  general,  the  president,  swears  to  you  by  his 
honour  that  he  will  not  be  the  last,  and  that,  linked  with  you,  he  will  either  share 
the  triumph,  or  seek  a  glorious  death. 

Anastasio  Bustamente.' 

'Mexico,  Dec.  1,  183S. 
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Of  the  CONSPIRACY  of  the  federal  Executive,  to  overturn  the  system  of  our  free 
institutions,  both  of  the  general  government,  and  of  the  state  governments, 
as  manifested  in  </ir  rcc«ii  rebellion  at  Uarrisbvrg,  with  previous  demonstra- 
tions in  Maryland  and  elsewhere. 

'Like  master,  like  man'— is  one  of  the  approved  truisms  which  the  experience 
of  ages  in  domestic  relations  lias  with  few  exceptions  handed  down  and  commended 
to  universal  credence ;  and  in  the  brief  period  of  our  national  existence  the  official 
1-elations  of  superior  and  subordinate  seem  but  too  well  disposed  to  follow  the 
same  rule,  with  still  fewer  exceptions.  The  recent  revolutionary  movements  in 
Pennsylvania,  instigated  by  officers  of  the  federal  Executive,  and  aided  by  candidates 
for  executive  appointments,  are  swfficiently  clear  evidences,  without  the  direct  testi- 
mony of  those  very  individuals  under  oath,  that  they  were  but  executing  their  master's 
will. 

Though  the  audacity  and  hardy  presumption  of  the  executive  agency  in  this  par- 
ticular case,  has  excited  great  amazement  and  indignation  through  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  yet,  it  is  far  from  being  a  matter  of  surprise  to  those  who  have  taken  note  of 
the  executive  interference  with  the  state  institutions  in  various  other  respects, 
touching  the  similar  subjects  of  their  local  and  general  elections,  their  legislative 
proceedings,  their  political  and  state  conventions,  their  banking  corporations,  de- 
fiances of  the  federal  judiciary,  and  of  the  committees  of  the  two  houses  of  congress, 
&.C.  &c. 

Passing  over  most  of  these,  as  belonging  to  a  general  summary  to  be  given  ire 
another  Part  of  this  Work,  I  propose  only  to  advert  in  this  place  to  the  like  execu- 
tive interference  with  the  legislature  of  ft'laryland,  in  1S36,  which  was  simultaneous 
in  many  respects,  and  therefore  serves  as  a  more  specific  illustration  of  the  particular 
case  of  Pennsylvania — each  of  which  being  embraced  in  the  general  view  hereafter, 
will  render  assurance  doubly  sure,  that  they  are  component  parts  of  a  general  sys- 
tem of  executive  operations  with  the  means  in  hand,  to  create  and  subsidize  yet 
other  means,  the  congregated  influences  of  which  are  intended  to  perpetuate  power 
for  a  second  term  ;  and  by  continual  accessions  of  the  like  influences,  at  last  to 
establish  the  will  of  the  President,  permanently  upon  the  nominal  suffrages  of  the 
people — or  ultimately  dispense  with  that  superduous  ceremonial,  as  insinuating  a 
doubt  of  his  immaculacy,  his  patriotism,  and  his  sincere  love  of  his  people.  To  this 
end  every  executive  measure  of  importance  has  been  rapidly  tending  ever  since  the 
lynx-eyed  Amos  Kendall  discovered  that  universal  suffrage  had  placed  all 
elective  power  in  the  hands  of  the  democracy  of  numbers  (as  he  for  his  wicked  ends 
first  denominated  the  plurality  of  voters,)  whom  he  hoped  to  control  by  his  plausible 
jio/io?is  of  loco-focoism;  calculated  as  they  are  to  deceive  and  seduce  the  unin- 
formed multitude,  ivith  the  promise  of  hard -money  which  is  captivating  to  the  ear,  the 
eye,  the  touch;  the  destruction  of  credit  which  they,  in  general,  could  neither  see,  nor 
hear,  nor  touch,  or  comprehend;  the  equal  division  of  properly  per  capitem,  the  most 
captivating  and  intelligible  argument  of  all,  to  the  needy  or  the  invidious,  who  aspire 
to  sudden  wealth  without  labouring  to  acquire  it.  For,  such  are  a  few  of  the 
impracticable  absurdities  that  have  been  sometime  held  out  to  the  uninformed, 
which  would  consign  this  country  to  anarchy  and  utter  destruction  before  they  could 
be  accomplished  ;  and  of  that  truth  the  Executive  cannot  be  ignorant :  yet,  the  cap- 
tivating project  must  be  held  up  in  gaudy  promise  to  the  democracy  of  numbers,  as 
a  means  of  winning  their  votes,  to  perpetuate  and  aggrandize  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  present  incumbents  or  their  chosen  successors.  And  the  sub-treasury  scheme 
was  the  principal  and  magnificent  device  to  afford  the  Executive  the  means  of  pay- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  experiment  till  it  consummated  their  object,  and  at  the  same 
time  flatter  the  multitude  with  the  fallacious  expectation  of  its  ultimate  succe^r,— perish 
whatever  dear  interests  of  the  country  in  the  mean  time,  if  their  ellects  could  be  pre- 
vented from  reaching  and  destroying  the  very  subsistence  of  that  multitude  and  oper\ 
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their  eyes  before  the  conspirators  should  reach  the  goal  of  permanent  power — 
that  elevated  platform  where  they  would  no  longer  have  need  for  the  suffrages  of  the 
democracy  of  numbers,  and  whom  they  would  spurn  and  despise  as  heartily  as 
jEsop's  wolf  did  the  long  horns  of  the  goat,  by  which  lie  had  been  enabled  to  reach 
the  top  of  tlie  well,  leaving  the  lilthy  brute  to  perish  at  the  bottom,  instead  of  him- 
self, while  he  enjoys  and  regales  himself  upon  the  good  things  of  this  world. 

The  conspiracy  above  sketched  in  its  maturer  stage,  was  for  a  long  time  in  pro- 
gress in  less  systematic  forms,  before  the  public  attention  was  drawn  towards  it. 
The  Jackson-Van  Buren  parly  officers  having,  by  clandestine  artifices,  through  thou- 
sands of  post  office  agents,  correspondence  with  favourite  editors,  and  other  leading 
p£u-tizans  throughout  the  country,  succeeded  in  a  wonderful  degree  to  control  public 
opinion  insensibly  to  their  purposes,  and  to  entwine  themselves  around  the  hearts  of 
the  plurality  of  voters,  at  several  successive  elections — of  which  artifices  they  had 
learnt  the  first  rudiments  from  the  Jackson  white-washing  committees  in  his  first 
canvass — at  length,  become  emboldened  about  the  termination  of  the  United  States 
Bank  charter,  they  resolved  to  systematize  their  operations,  and  convert  the  bank 
into  a  MONSTROUS  bugbear  to  divert  public  attention  from  the  true  drift  of  their 
ULTERIOR  VIEWS.  From  an  estimate  of  these  ample  opportunities  of  the  federal 
Executive  to  'know  their  men'  all  must  cease  to  marvel  at  their  success  finally 
in  organizing  their  'volunteer  legions'  in  secret,  as  presently  shown,  having  the 
means  in  their  hands  of  rewarding  them  with  the  spoils  of  victory,  and  of  paying 
their  services  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  collections,  disbursements,  and  occasional 
pillage,  of  forty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  under  the  heads  of  official  appointments, 
salaries,  fees,  extra  compensations,  peculations,  trading  in  land  speculations,  and  in 
the  public  funds  on  deposite. 

Having  attained  to  a  great  eminence  in  the  public  favour,  by  their  financial  war- 
fare and  final  success  in  putting  down  the  bank  as  a  United  States  institution,  the 
subsequent  charter  of  the  same  by  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  as  the  United  States 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  a  new  and  even  a  more  congenial  pretext  to  the  execu- 
tive to  carry  on  their  conspiracy,  by  laying  aside  their  masks,  and  making  open  war 
upon  state  institutions,  the  authority  of  the  federal  judiciaiy,  the  committees  of 
congress,  and  exciting  a  general  disturbance  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  whatever 
else  came  in  their  way.  They  had  now  almost  reached  the  acme  of  power  in  their 
imaginations,  which  they  had  so  ardently  panted  for;  and  about  this  period  of  time, 
on  account  of  the  diversified  lawless  operations  of  the  Executive,  the 
country  was  thrown  into  even  a  more  serious  state  of  alarm,  than  at  the  first  strug- 
gle with  the  United  States  Bank. 

Shortly  after  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  had  chartered  the  United  States  Bank, 
the  revolutionary  spirit  of  Gen.  Jackson,  having  manifested  itself  in  undissembled 
colours  to  his  confiding  partizans  at  least,  that  section  of  them  most  contiguous  to 
the  centre  of  action  in  Pennsylvania,  and  most  conversant  with  the  Executive 
views,  headed  by  George  M.  Dallas,  in  order  to  ingratiate  themselves  the  more  with 
the  President,  whose  implacable  hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been 
transferred  to  the  state  corporation,  resolved  at  the  instance  of  the  Executive,  to 
adopt  a  new  device  to  abrogate  the  charter,  by  the  call  of  a  convention  to  amend  the 
state  constitution  ;  and,  under  that  cover,  this  convention  was  to  annul  the  charter 
of  the  bank.  To  prepare  the  public  mind  for  this,  all  the  customary  party  tactics 
were  resorted  to,  with  a  view  of  eliciting  instructions  to  that  effect,  in  the  primary 
assemblies  of  the  people,  to  their  representatives  in  the  convention.  And,  among 
the  means  resorted  to,  was,  a  very  plausible  address  to  the  people,  by  Mr.  Dallas, 
disseminating  the  mischievous  and  worse  than  radical  doctrine,  that  'though  no  char- 
ter of  a  bank,  being  a  contract  between  the  state  and  the  stockholders,  can  be 
repealed  without  the  consent  of  both  parties,  yet  a  convention  may  annul  any  and 
all  laws,  contracts,  marriages,  property  titles,  Stc.  and  reduce  society  to  its  natural 
elements,'  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding — which  declares  that  'no  state  shall  pass  any  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,'  &,c. 

This  scheme  failed,  however,  in  the  convention,  almost  without  an  effort,  except 
on  the  part  of  the  executive  organ  of  the  press  at  Washington,  and  a  few  other 
inflammatory  parties  to  the  revolutionary  scheme.  But  that  did  not  dishearten  the 
conspirators.  The  success  of  a  particular  project  in  a  grand  scheme  of  revolution, 
is  not  so  important  to  ultimate  success  as  an  abundance  of  inflammatory  resources 
to  excite  popular  discontent  and  desire  for  change.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Dallas  having 
received  for  his  unfinished  work,  a  reward  perhaps  considered  only  commensurate 
with  so  good  a  beginning,  there  was  no  wanting  of  another  special  pleader  in  the 
field  of  wordy  combat :  and  this  desideratum  was  promptly  met  by  another  cham- 
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pion  of  the  bar,  in  the  person  of  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Esq.  Under  the  influence  of  his 
inciting  ami  inflammatory  addresses  to  his  temocratic  FELLOw-tiTizKNS,'  aided 
and  prompted  by  federal  officers  and  candidates  for  oiHce,  (alter  some  interval  of 
Mr.  Dallas'  exit)  the  work  of  disorder  took  a  new  impetus  in  Pennsylvania. 

But,  before  Mr.  Ingersoll  had  Hiirly  made  his  appearance  on  the  stage,  circum- 
stances had  been  transpiring  in  election  contests  in  Maryland,  in  which  the  federal 
Executive  took  an  active  part  through  their  agents  and  political  organs  of  the  press, 
which  throws  considerable  accessory  light  on  their  subsequent  operations  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Maryland  elections  in  18.36,  having  resulted  in  giving  nineteen  Van  Buren 
minority  electors  of  the  slate  senate,  and  twenty-one  whig  majority  electors,  to 
constitute  the  college  of  forty,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  members  of  the  senate, 
the  nineteen  Van  Buren  minority  electors,  under  various  party  promptings,  in  which 
the  federal  Executive,  through  their  organs  of  the  press  took  the  lead,  refused  to 
meet  with  the  twenty-one  majority  whig^electors,  so  as  to  form  a  quorum  to  elect  a 
senate ;  and  thereby  threatened  the  state  with  lapsing  into  a  territorial  government 
or  anarchy,  for  want  of  a  legislature,  a  governor,  sherilfs  and  other  ofiicers,  essential  to 
constitute  a  government. 

The  following  just  and  eloquent  expose  of  the  executive  interference  with  the 
states  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  by  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  of 
the  24th  of  September,  18.36,  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  I  avail  myself  of  tlie  power- 
ful impression  it  is  calculated  to  make  on  the  mind  of  the  reader  at  this  day,  when 
its  portentous  shadowings-forth  are  nearing  to  the  crisis  that  is  destined  again  to  try 
men's  souls,  if  not,  yet,"timely  averted.  The  caption  of  the  commentary  is,  indeed, 
almost  too  modest  for  the  vivid  picture  it  presents,  viz  : 
'The  constitution  and  the  laws  defied  and  trampled  under  foot.' 

'We  had  occasion,  but  a  few  days  ago,  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  despe- 
rate proposition,  to  effect  proflijrate  parly  purposes,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
revolutionary  means.  Little  did  we  then  think  that  a  more  direct  assault  would  so  soon 
be  viade  nearer  home  upon  those  fundamental  institutions  which  are  the  only  security 

of  THE  LIFE,  the  LIBERTY,  AND  THE  PROPERTY,  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  EVERY  STATE  IN 
THIS  UNION. 

'It  is  now  ascertained  that  the  nineteen  minority  Electors  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  having  met  together,  and  spent  several  days  in  Annapolis,  have  refused  to 
meet  with  the  twenty-one  majority  Electors,  so  as  to  form  the  constitutional  quorum.  *  *  » 
The  laws,  indeed,  will  remain  as  they  are.  But  how  shall  they  be  enforced  .''  The 
Judges,  to  be  sure,  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour;  but  the  offices  of  the  sheriffs 
expire  at  the  end  of  three  years  from  their  respeciive  appointments,  and,  although  they  are 
chosen  by  the  people,  yet,  before  they  can  act,  they  must  be  commissioned  by  the 
Governor,  who  is  chosen  annually  by  the  Legislature.  If  no  Legislature,  no  Governor.  If 
no  Governor,  no  Sheriffs,  nor  any  other  officer  whose  term  of  office  is  limited,  and  who 
holds  his  appointment  or  commission  from  the  Governor.  How,  then,  are  the  lives,  liberty, 
and  property  of  the  citizens  of  Maryland  to  be  protected  .'  How  are  their  contracts  to  be 
enforced  ? 

'What  is  their  remedy?  Will  they  dissolve  into  their  original  elements,  and  go  into 
Convention?  Who  shall  call  the  Conventmn  ?  The  Legislature  will  be  extinct.  It  can 
pass  no  law  to  call  and  organize  a  Convention.  If  a  Faction  choose  to  raise  themselves 
into  a  Convention,  can  they  bind  others  ?  If  they  choose  to  usurp  the  government,  can 
they  control  the  residue,  unless  by  despotic,  arbitrary  force  ?  Suppose  the  parties  nearly 
balanced:  can  it  end  without  blood?  They  who  have  noticed  the  temper  of  the  times 
know  that  it  cannot;  and,  when  once  the  blood  begins  to  flow,  it  requires  a  strong  and 
tight  ligature  to  stop  it  *         »         * 

'What  is  the  object  of  all  this  ruin  and  desolation?  Is  it  State  politics.' — or  politics  op 
a  higher  SPHERE?  Has  there  not  been  a  secret  power  at  work  behind  the  screen, 
playing  upon  state  passions  and  local  jealousies,  for  higher  objects  ?  Is  it  not  Jack- 
son-Van Bcrevism  that  is  willing  to  sacrifice  the  State  for  the  accomplish- 
ment OF  its  ambitious  views?  .  ^ 

'The  ostensible  object  of  the  conspiracy  against  the  government  of  Maryland  is  to  de- 
prive the  smaller  counties  of  their  constitutional  equality,  not  by  the  easy  and  regular 
course  of  amendment  provided  by  the  Constitution  of  Maryland,  but  by  the  rash  and  reck- 
less course  of  revolution,  through  a  state  of  anarchy  and  bloodshed. 

^ The  real  purpose  of  the  disorganizers  may  be  more  truly  stated  in  three  words: 
Rule  or  Ruin! 

'The  Pennsylvanian  of  Thursday  [the  22d  of  September,  1836,  one  of  the  administra- 
tion organs  of  the  press  in  Philadelphia,]  now  lying  before  us,  casts  off  the  veil,  when,  in 
narrating  the  results,  it  thus  states  the  glorious  consequences — 'The  Van  Buren  Electors' — 
mark  the  phrase— 'the  Van  Buren  Electors  determmcd  that,  when  the  time  for  choosing 
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the  Senate  came,  they  would  not,  unless  eight  of  the  Jiffeen  Senators  were  given  to 
THEM,  enable  the  JVliigs  to  form  a  quorum,  and  would  thus  defeat  an  election,  which  de- 
termines  the  state  government  for  five  years.  J^o  concessions  were  made,  and  their 
DETERMINATION  WAS  CARRIED  OUT.  Thcy  refused  to  elect  a  Senate,  and  the  Whigs  of 
Maryland,  a  few  days  since  so  elate  with  joy,  are  coMri.ETELY  prostrate.' 

[It  was  also  strongly  contended  by  the  Van  Buren  press  in  Baltimore,  that  'the  Van  Bu- 
ren  Electors  ought  not  to  consent  to  meet  in  the  Electoral  College,  so  that  there  may  not 
be  a  sufficient  number  to  elect  the  Senate,'  &c.  Nor  did  the  official  organ  of  the  Execu- 
tive, at  Washington,  fail  to  figure  in  the  front  rank,  as  usual,  to  give  efficacy  to  the 
plans  of  the  conspirators.] 

'The  'determination''  of  the  'Van  Buren  Electors'  was  to  prostrate  the  Whigs! 
That  which  they  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  through  the  medium  of  the  ballot-box, 
and  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  they  have  undertaken  to  do  in  defiance  of 
the  ballot-box,  and  in  the  teeth  of  the  Constitution.  What  could  be  expected  of  those 
who  are  thus  violating  the  most  solemn  duties  of  good  citizens,  but  that  they  should  en- 
deavour to  cover  such  treachery  to  principle  under  other  pretexts  ?  But  even  their  pre- 
texts— what  are  they.''  Why,  that  representation  in  the  I^egislature  is  unequally  distribut- 
ed among  the  counties  and  the  cities  of  the  State;  that  a  reform  is  necessary  in  this  parti- 
cular; that  they  are  friends  to  popular  rights,  and  therefore,  to  procure  a  reform  of  the 
Constitution,  they  will  lay  violent  hands  upon  it!  On  the  question  of  reform  we  say 
nothing,  except  that,  if  it  be  needed— and  we  dare  say  it  is — the  mode  of  amending  the 
Constitution  is  prescribed  by  that  instrument  itself,  and  that  there  is  no  State  in  the  Union 
whose  Constitution  is,  if  we  may  use  the  expression,  so  exposed  to  amendment  as  that  of 
Maryland.  The  passing  of  an  act  for  the  purpose  by  two  successive  Legislatures  is  the 
simple  process  by  which  any  amendment  may  be  efl'ecled.  And  yet,  with  such  ready 
means  at  hand  for  redressing  real  grievances,  these  'friends  of  the  People,'  with  incon- 
ceivable wilfulness,  seek  to  rcjorm  the  Constitution  by  covering  it  with  mortal  wounds! 
This  is  but  a  scene  of  the  French  Revolution  acted  over  again.  The  Marat  of  that  day, 
who,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  was  editor  of  a  public  journal  entitled  the  Friend  of  the 
People,  in  his  Jacobin  Club,  found  converts  to  his  flagitious  maxim,  that  the  end 
justifies  the  means. 

'But,  if  the  principle  by  which  the  Minority  of  the  Electoral  College  are  governed  can 
be  supported,  the  ruin  will  not  end  with  Maryland.     If  a  revolution  is  to  be  the 

CONSEQUiiNCE  OF  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  DEFEAT  OP  THE  PROJECTS  OF  EVERY  POLITICAL 
PARTY  THAT  THTKKS    ITSELF    SUPPORTED    BY    A    MAJORITY    OP    THE    PEOPLE,   WE    SHALL. 

BE  li\  A  CONTINUAL  STATE  OF  REVOLUTION,  a»id  our  repuWican  Govern- 
ments  will  be  held  up  to  the  rest  of  the  world  as  objects  of  utter  abhorrence,  or,  what  is 
worse,  of  withering  contempt.  If  the  constitution  and  laws  which  protect  liberty  can- 
not be  supported  by  public  sentiment,  but  are  to  be  destroyed  by  every  breath  of  faction, 
they  will  be  worse  than  worthless — they  will  be  restraints  upon  those  only  who  need  not 
restraint,  and  the  ready  tools  of  faction  when  they  suit  its  purpose.  Revolution,  instead 
of  being  the  last  resort  of  oppression,  will  become  an  eveky-day  affair  of  faction. 
It  should  be  only  the  idtima  ratio  rerum  publiearum.  Such  was  the  sentiment  of  our 
revolutionary  fathers  in  1770,  when,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  they  said,  'Pru- 
dence, indeed,  will  dictate  that  Governments  long  established  should  not  be  changed  for 
light  and  transient  catiscs.^ — 'But,  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations,  pursu- 
ing invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  despotism,, 
it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duly,  to  throw  oS"  such  Government,  and  to  provide  guards  for 
their  future  security.'  So,  also,  in  their  declaration  of  rights,  in  1777,  the  People  of  Ma- 
ryland claimed  the  right  of  revolution  only  'whenever  tlie  ends  of  Government  are  per- 
verted, and  public  liberty  manifestly  endangered,  and  all  other  means  of  redress  are  inef- 
fectual.' And  in  the  SOth  section  of  their  Constitution  it  is  declared,  'That  this  form  of 
Government,  and  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  710  part  thereof,  shall  be  altered,  changed, 
or  abolished,  unless  a  bill  so  to  alter,  change,  or  abolish  the  same  shall  pass  the  General 
Assembly,'  Stc.  as  stated  above. 

'This  Constitution  is  now  in  full  force,  and  is  the  supreme  law  of  Maryland;  and  it  is  as 
much  a  crime  wilfully  to  violate  it,  as  it  is  to  commit  murder.  Revolution  is  cousin- 
german  to  treason.  It  wants  nothing  but  the  military  array.  After  what  has  hap- 
pened, how  soon  that  may  be  assumed,  no  one  can  tell!         *         #         * 

'There  is,  however,  yet  a  very  grave  view  to  be  taken  of  this  revolutionary  movement, 
following,  as  it  does,  so  closely  on  the  heels  of  the  Dallas  Manifesto  in  Pennsylvania. 
TVhere  had  these  nefarious  schemes  their  origin?  Are  they  the  work  of  reckless  fac- 
tions in  each  State,  or,  are  they  portents  of  greater  dangers  yet  unrevealed7  The 
project  to  which  Mr.  Dallas  has  lent  his  name  is  a  device  emanating  from  the 
palace  at  Washington.  More  than  six  months  ago  it  was  threatened  by  the  President 
in  his  conversations,  and  by  the  official  paper  in  its  refection  of  them,  that  the  Con- 
vention SHOULD  annul  the  PENNSYLVANIA  LAW.  A  reference  to  the  Globe  of  that  day 
will  show,  so  plainly  as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt,  to  what  source  we  are  indebted  for  the 
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disorganizing  proposition  in  Pennsylvania,  followed,  as  it  has  been,   by  the  more  than 

equally  jaciibiiiical  proceeding  in  Maryland. 

'Thus,  on  the  3d  of  March,  we  lind  the  Globe  using  this  language  in  regard  to  the  new 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania:  'The  reflecting  part  of  the  community 
know  that  the  charter  has  been  obtained  against  the  will  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.' — 'The  Public  has  no  contidence  in  the  stability  of  tlie 
charter.'' — 'They  know  that  the  acts  of  the  minority  can  never  bind  the  majority;  that  it 
is  legal,  right,  just,  and  proper,  that  the  majority  should  undo  what  the  minority  has  done. 
They  see  that  the  days  of  the  existence  of  ihis  fraud  upon  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  are 
few.  They  see,  too,  that  the  People  of  the  State  are  resolved  that  iha  fraud  shall  be 
'kxi'unceu'  from  the  statute-book  of  the  Stale.'  In  these  brief  quotations  the  reader  will 
find  the  germ  of  the  doctrine  of  ^Reform  or  Kevolution,'  proclaimed  as  a  rule  of  action 
for  the  defeated  party  in  the  late  Maryland  election.  Again:  on  the  8lh  of  March,  the 
same  organ  of  the  PrcsidenVs  views  says:  'Has  it  come  to  this,  that  an  independent 
State  is  to  be  deterred  from  legislating  to  protect  her  own  and  her  citizens'  interests,  by  a 
money  corporation  of  domestic  aristocrats,  and  foreign  bankers,  and  noblemen.''  If  so,  it 
is  time  to  cease  speaking,  and  to  ACT.'  That  is  to  say,  if  the  next  Legislature  of  the 
State  do  not,  in  despite  of  the  Constitution  of  the  tlnited  States,  pass  a  law,  (which 
would  be  no  law)  to  repeal  the  charter  of  a  particular  Bank,  it  is  time  to  substitute 
REVOLUTION  AND  VIOLENCE  for  law  a7id  ordcr. 

'Again,  on  the  21st  of  March:  'Pennsylvania  will  assuredly  resist  the  usurpers.'  'That 
she  will  resist,  we  feel  confident.  She  will  resist  indignantly,  if  for  no  other  motive  than 
the  hope  of  speedily  expunging  from  her  statute-book  the  disgrace  of  her  children,'  Stc. 
What  and  who  is  it  that  Pennsylvania  is  thus  ordered  by  the  President's  organ  to  resist 
as  v^wpation  and  usurpers'? — The  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  her  own  con- 
stitutionally elected  and  qualified  Legislators.  What  is  she  thus  directed  to  exptinge  from 
her  statute-book.''  Laws  passed  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution  both  of  the  State,  and 
of  the  United  States.  In  fewer  words,  she  is  directed  to  nullify  the  Constitution  of 
THE  United  States,  on  essentially  the  same  giounds  as  the  pretext  now  set  up  for 

NULLIFYING  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  StATE  OF  MARYLAND. 

'■Upon  the  consequences  of  the  application,  by  possibility,  of  these  revolutionary 
DOCTRINES  to  the  regular  action  nf  the  General  Government,  we  surely  need  not 
dwell.     But  we  look  forward  to  the  future  with  a  feeling  that  is  undefinable, 

BUT  NOT  THE  LESS  PAINFUL;    WITH  A  DttEAD  WHICH  WE  ARE  HALF    ASHAMED    TO    CONFESS, 

but  which  fastens  itself  upon  our  senses  the  more  we  endeavour  to  shake  it  off. 
WOULD  THAT  THE  IDES  OF  MARCH  WERE  COME  AND  GONE  !' 

The  foregoing  is  not  unprophetic  of  what  actually  transpired  a  few  months  there- 
after, in  Philadelphia,  as  the  prelude  of  the  more  recent  consummation  at  Harris- 
burg.  I  have  said  that  Mr.  Ingersoll,  under  the  influence  of  his  inciting  addresses  to 
his  'democratic-republican  fellow-citizens,'  aided  and  prompted  by  federal  oliicers, 
and  candidates  for  office,  had  given  to  the  work  of  disorder  a  new  impetus  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  central  executive,  at  Washington,  were  not  at  all  disheartened,  or 
visited  with  remorse  for  the  desolation  they  "had  already  inflicted  on  the  business 
operations  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  by  the  joint  effects  of  many  of  their  ill- 
starred  measures.  At  this  crisis,  shortly  after  the  suspension  of  sjiecie  payments  by 
the  banks,  repeated  conventions  and  adjourned  meetings  of  their  adherents  in  Phila- 
delphia, were  held,  in  quick  succession,  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the  month  of 
May,  at  which,  inflammatory  speeches,  resolutions,  and  addresses  were  made,  and 
copies  forwarded  to  the  Executive  at  Washington,  and  to  their  partisans  elsewhere 
is  presumable.  On  the  22d  of  May,  1837,  among  other  resolutions,  and  an  accom- 
panying address  from  those  meetings,  forwarded  to  the  President  and  each  member 
of  his  cabinet,  was  one  making  a  tender  of  ten  thousand  minute  men,  armed  and 
equipped  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  Executive  issiied,  or  to  be  hereafter  issued. 
To  which  the  official  organ,  here,  lost  no  time  in  giving  the  implied  Executive  appro- 
val, in  anticipation  of  the  President's  oion  sign-manual  of  grateful  thanks  fur  the 
services  of  'the  legion'  offered.  The  editor  of  the  Globe,  moreover,  fraudulently 
attempted  to  give  it  all  the  air  of  a  commendable  measure  of  self-defence,  by  con- 
necting it  with  a  proposition  offered  at  a  meeting  in  Bo.ston,  to  oppose  Ihe  requisition 
of  the  postmaster-general  to  collect  postages  in  specie,  after  the  banks  had  suspend- 
ed specie  payments,  but  which  proj)osition  was  refused  to  be  acted  upon,  and 
was  withdrawn  in  obedience  to  the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

The  following  is  the  disingenuous  manner  in  which  the  Globe  of  that  day  ushered 
this  portentous  speck  of  civil  war  before  the  public  : 

'There  is  indeed  a  contrast  between  the  feelings  and  expressions  of  the  friends  and  op- 
ponents of  the  present  administration  of  the  Federal  Government.  At  Boston  a  meeting 
was  held  at  which  a  resolution  was  proposed  [but  withdrawn  by  the  mover;  in  obedience 
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to  the  sense  of  the  meeting]  to  resist  the  laws  at  all  hazards.    At  Philadelphia,  at  a  large 

meeting  held  there  recently,  the  following,  among  other  resolutions,  was  unanimoiisly 

adopted  ;' 
And  then  gives  the  resolution,  which  is  in  the  following  words  : 
'1.  Resolved,  That  the  more  effectually  to  uphold  the  constitutional  Government  of 

our  choice  and  of  our  love;  to  secure  the  rigid  enforcing  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the 

ORDERS    OF  THE  ExECLTl\  E,  EITHER  KOW    ISSUED,   OK  WHICH  MAY  HEREAFTER  BE  ISSUED; 

for  the  preservation  and  protection  of  the  public  lands  from  the  grasp  of  speculators,  and 
securing  the  nation  its  constitutional  specie  currency;  to  protect  United  States  officers 
in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties,  arid  at  the  same  time  the  public  peace  from  out- 
rage: We,  THE  SOVEREIGN  PEOPLE,  do  hold  ourselvcs  ready  to  organize  in  this  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  a  first  volunteer  legion  of  ten  thousand  men,  to  be  as 
shortly  as  possible  fully  armed  and  equipped,  the  same  to  be  called  The  Phii-adel- 
PHiA  United  States  Minute  Men.' 

For  this  'pledge  of  support'  President  Van  Buren  returned  his  ^sincere  acknow- 
ledgments' in  the  following  letter : 

'Washikgton,  May  29,  1837. 

'Gentlemen  ; — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  communicat- 
ing to  me  the  proceedings  of  a  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  without  distinction  of  party,  held  in  Independence  Square,  on  the  22d  inst. 

'It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  learn  from  those  proceedings,  that  the  course  pursued  by  myself 
and  those  associated  with  nie  in  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  upon  the  im- 
portant subjects  of  the  currency,  foreign  trade  and  the  public  lands,  receives  the  cordial 
approbation  of  so  meritorious  and  respectable  a  portion  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

'For  this  expression  of  their  conlidence  and  good  will,  and  for  the  accompanying 
pledge  of  support  and  co-operation  in  upholding  the  authority  of  the  constitution  and 
laws,  I  beg  you  to  make  to  those  you  represent,  my  sincere  acknowledgments. 

'Thanking  you,  gentlemen,  for  llie  flattering  and  friendly  manner  in  which  you  have  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  to  you,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  VAN  BUREN.' 

'To  Messrs.  F.  Stoever,  Israel  Young,  and  Joseph  Dean.' 

Upon  this  correspondence  heing  brought  to  light,  through  different  channels,  after 
an  interval  of  more  than  a  month,  showing  that  it  made  its  appearance  with  hesi- 
tancy and  by  indirection,  the  Editor  of  the  Baltimore  Merchant  immediately 
stamped  it  with  its  true  character,  as  follows  : 

'For  ourselves,  we  can  see  nothing  in  them  (the  resolutions,  and  the  president's  letter  of 
thanks)  but  an  open  declaration  of  war  against  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  The  arming  and  equipping  of  a  large  military  force,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  to  e.xecule  the  'ORDERS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE'  with  the  bayo- 
KEt!  And  this  is  passing  before  our  eyes,  while  we  stand  and  look  on  like  men  who  have 
lost  their  understandings!  Has  the  Autocrat  or  the  Sultan  higher  prerogatives  than  to  issue 
orders  at  pleasure,  and  to  have  them  executed  by  armed  bands  of  mercenaries  ?  What  more 
is  requisite  to  constitute  a  despotism.''  We  protest  we  are  unable  to  conceive  of  any 
additional  pretensions. 

'It  is  needless  to  enlarge  upon  this  subject.  A  people  so  humbled  as  to  contemplate 
these  proceedings  without  feeling  the  spirit  of  their  fathers  burning  in  their  bosoms,  must 
have  reached  a  point  of  deb.isement  where  the  very  name  of  liberty  ceases  to  be  an  in- 
telligible word.  We  perform  our  duty  in  placing  the  I'acts  before  the  country,  and  solemnly 
warning  the  people  against  the  evils  that  are  to  come  These  extraordinary  proceedings 
were  not  had  without  the  counsel  and  advisement  of  the  Executive.  The  simultaneous 
display  of  the  motto,  '  the  supremacy  of  the  laus,^  was  not  a  thing  of  chance.  There 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  more  than  ten  thousand  men  already  orga- 
nized, armed  and  equipped.  An  active  correspondence  is  golvg  on  between  this 
city  and  various  sections  of  the  union.  The  Usurper  himself  is  encouraging  these 
military  organizations,  as  his  letter  shows.  The  whole  country  is  distressed,  agitated, 
heaving  with  the  elements  of  discord,  insxibordination,  and  anarchy.  No  man  can  an- 
ticipate the  result.  But  we  remain  firmly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  a  subversion 
OF  the  government  is  in  contemplation;  and  that,  unless  timely  steps  be  taken  to  arrest 
the  Executive  in  its  progress,  tlie  liberties  of  the  country  will  be  lost.  We  may  be  too 
suspicious  of  the  character  and  interests  of  the  individuals  in  power;  but  we  had  rather 
err  from  too  much  jealousy  than  allow  ourselves  to  be  taken  by  surprise  and  fettered 
while  sleeping.  *  * 

'  We  are  not  surprised  at  this.  When  we  look  back  upon  the  effort  made  by  Colonel 
Benton  to  increase  the  standing  army,  we  are  prepared  to  see  the  party  calling  for  an 
armed  soldiery  to  enforce  the  arbitrary  edicts  by  which  they  govern  the  country. 

'That  the  people  may  understand  the  complexion  to  which  things  are  coming,  we  will 
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quote  a  short  paragraph  from  the  Metropolitan,  the  favored  organ  of  the  Federal  Execu* 
tive.     'i'hat  paper,  in  an  article  which  w*t  quote  more  at  large,  says  : 

'  Society  can  never  remain  long  in  a  stale  of  transition.  Anarchy  is  a  greater  evil  than 
any  possible  DESPOTISM  — Give  us  a  strong  governiuent  rather  than  none;  the  finan- 
cial government  of  a  great  and  powerful  bank  rather  than  that  of  a  number  of  State  mo- 
nopolies, not  less  anti-republican  and  vicious  in  their  organization,  and  more  powerful  and 
irresponsible  in  their  operation.  The  country  has,  therelbre,  now  to  choose  between  a 
national  bank  and  the  termination  of  all  connection  between  Bank  and  State — between  the 
credit  money  system  and  the  real  money  system  of  currency.' 

That  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  the  pretext  under  which  these  ten  thousand 
UNITED  STATES  MINUTE  MEN  are  to  be  raised,  fully  armed  and  equipped,  we 
publish  at  length  the  address  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  their  candidate  for  Congress.     Ke  says; 

'  Let  the  people  have  hard  money.  Let  them  insist  upon  it-  Let  them  try  it.  Let 
them  compromise  with  nothing  short  of  it.  Let  hard  money  be  the  will  of  the  people. 
Let  their  representatives  repeal  the  double  and  monstrous  taxes  which  are  now  paid  by 
discounts;  paid  by  the  poor  to  the  extravagant,  by  the  industrious  to  the  idle.  Let  this 
be  no  party  work,  but  the  last  achievement  of  American  independence  and  ot  popular 
sovereignty.' 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  close  our  eyes  upon  events  as  they  are  passing  before  us. 
Alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  losing  power,  the  Baltimore  Republican,  (a  Van  Buren  paper) 
calls  upon  the  people  to  put  down  their  opponents.  The  rank  and  file  pledge  themselves 
to  embody  as  minute-men,  armed  and  equipped,  to  protect  the  United  States  officers;  and 
the  Globe,  the  Metropolitan,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  and  Col.  Benton,  give  the  signal— the  watch- 
word of  the  party.  '  ^Fe  know  that  these  ejfi/sio7is  seldom  come  before  our  readers,  and 
that  they  are  therefore  incredulous;  but  we  advise  every  thinking  man  to  peruse  the 
extracts  from  the  Metropolitan  and  Mr.  Iiigersoll's  speech.  *  • 

To  those  who  yet  appreciate  the  value  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  we  would  ask  the 
question — Is  it  not  high  time  that  you  should  organize,  arm  and  equip  also.'  The  example 
is  before  you.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain,  with  any  certainty,  how  far  these  movements 
of  the  monarchists  have  progressed.  Much  is  done  in  secret.  The  mine  is  prepared — 
the  train  is  laid — and  it  will  be  sprung  upon  you  before  you  are  aware  We  tell  you  that 
the  men  in  power  here  are  capable  of  attempting  any  thing  that  promises  the  slightest 
hope  of  success  in  their  conspiracy  against  the  public  liberty.  Be  therefore  prepared. 
You  cannot  be  too  cautious  where  there  is  any  possibility  of  danger.' 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  above  spirited  and  just  rebuke,  the  echo  of  which  must 
have  resounded  througli  the  palace  and  the  public  departments,  and  from  the  patriotic 
portion  of  the  editorial  corps  in  all  quarters  of  the  country,  scarcely  a  twelvemonth 
had  elapsed,  since  those  proceedings,  when  the  same  association  of  men  in  Philadel- 
phia, still  farther  emboldened  by  the  countenance  and  promptings  of  the  Federal 
Executive,  proceeded  to  Harrisburg  and  there  consummated  a  rebellion  against  the 
constituted  authorities,  drove  the  legislature  of  the  State  out  of  the  doors  and  win- 
dows of  their  legislative  hall,  while  threatened  with  the  peril  of  their  lives. 

The  description  of  those  outrages,  and  the  conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  refusing  the  requisition  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  aid  to  quell 
the  rebellion,  are  eloquently  and  sufficiently  detailed  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  statement  made  by  the  Honorable  Mr.  Naylor,  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
upon  the  reading  of  the  documents  communicated  by  the  President,  in  answer  to  a 
call  of  the  house. 

'  Sir,  (said  Mr.  Naylor,)  are  not  those  things  evidence  that  the  General  Government,  if 
it  did  not  originate  these  disturbances,  at  least  lends  them  its  fostering  regard,  and 
bestows  upon  them  its  blessing  .' 

^But  let  us  advance  one  step  further.  In  his  communication  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  states  the  fact,  certified  under  his  own  hand, 
and  bearing,  for  any  thing  I  know  to  the  contrary,  the  seal  of  the  Stale,  that  there  is  an 
insurrection  threatening  the  existence  of  the  Government  itself;  that  the  Senate  had  been 
driven  out  of  doors;  and  that  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  could  not  assemble  in 
peace;  and  he  calls  upon  the  President,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  to 
use  the  power  he  possesses  to  protect  Pennsylvania  against  insurrection  and  'domestic 
violence.'  And  what  does  the  President  do.'  He  not  only  refuses  to  comply  with  the 
Governor's  request,  hut  enters  into  an  argument  to  prove  that  the  Governor  has  falsified 
the  facts;  that  there  was  in  reality  no  disturbance  at  all;  that  there  was  no  domestic  vio- 
lence; that  the  Senators  were  not  driven  from  the  Senate  Chamber!  In  a  word,  sir,  he 
indirectly  countenances  the  disorganizers,  and  plainly  intimates  that  they  have  done  right. 

'We  have  fallen  upon  evil  times;  party-political  excitement  has  agitated  every  interest 
and  reached  every  class  in  society.  Even  the  ministers  of  the  law,  regardless  of  their 
solemn  duties,  use  the  powers  within  their  grasp,  as  engines  to  subvert  the  law.  The 
inarch  of  literature  and  science  is  arrested,  the  arts  are  thrown  aside,  even  religion  itself  is 
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pressed  into  the  service  of  party,  and  its  functionaries  are  in  the  field  amid  its  angry  storm, 
contending  for  the  pitiful  rewards  of  party.  This,  I  say,  in  a  great  measure  results  from 
the  interference  of  Government  otRcers  with  the  People,  in  order  to  perpetuate  their 
power  in  a  dynasty  of  their  own  selection.  Let  those  in  power  attend  to  their  own  busi- 
ness, leave  the  People  alone,  free  and  unmolested,  to  conduct  their  own  affairs,  and  there 
will  be  an  end  to  this  bitter,  unrelenting,  unsparing  war!  Let  us  now  come  to  the  com- 
munications upon  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  the  officers  of  the  Philadelphia  post 
office  in  this  disturbance  at  Harrisburg  Governor  Ritner,  in  his  letter  to  the  President, 
names  one.  How  many  more  there  may  have  been,  we  are  not  told.  The  letter  of  the 
postmaster  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the  subject,  is  dated  '  Harrisburg,'  and  from  that  letter 
it  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  of  his  officers  have  abandoned  the  office,  and  gone  to  the 
seat  of  disturbance,  in  some  capacity  or  other.  McCahen,  a  letter-carrier  and  clerk,  is  the 
individual  named  in  the  Governor's  letter  to  the  Poesident.  And  we  find,  sir,  by  the  news- 
papers, that  he  was  the  man  who  harangued  the  crowd  in  the  Senate  chamber,  and  stimu- 
lated them  to  acts  of  violence  against  the  .Senate.  Yes,  sir,  if  accounts  he  true,  he  it  wag 
who,  after  the  Senators  had  been  e.^jpelled  from  their  seats,  and  the  Speaker  of  that  body 
forced  to  retreat  through  the  window  to  save  his  life,  inflamed  the  crowd  there  assembled, 
and  exhorted  them  to  hold  on  and  to  persist ! 

'Again  the  scene  shifts,  and  as  soon  as  the  Governor's  proclamation  appears,  calling 
upon  the  militia  of  the  Commonwealth  to  assemble  and  protect  the  Legislature,  we  find 
this  post  office  clerk  in  Philadelphia  ;  there  he  puts  on  a  military  dress,  assumes  the  garb 
of  a  soldier,  gathers  together  a  company,  marches  them  to  Harrisburg — to  do  what .'  To 
put  down  himself  I  The  next  thing  we  hear  of  him,  he  is  addressing  and  stimulating  the 
disturbers  at  Harrisburg — addressing  them,  with  his  uniform,  his  military  garb  upon  him! 

'Sir,  what  is  the  situation  of  the  postmaster  himself.'  He  addresses  his  letter  from  Har- 
risburg, where,  he  says,  he  is  performing  military  duty  in  pursuance  of  the  requisition  of 
the  Governor! 

'A  few  days  before  this,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  of  these  outrages  at  Harris- 
burg in  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  demand  of  the  Governor  for  militia,  we  find  him  address- 
ing a  town  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  denouncing  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  stigmatizing  'as  contemptible  the  order  of  General  Patterson,  the  com- 
mander of  this  (the  Philadelphia)  military  division  '  Nor  did  he  stop  there;  he  recom- 
mended the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  to  prepare  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  act  at 
a  moment's  warning  in  defence  of  the  disturbances  at  Harrisburg!  I  call  on  gentlemen  to 
look  at  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  read  their  resolutions— resolutions  and  proceed- 
ings which  this  postmaster  sanctioned  by  his  name,  and  advocated  by  his  speech!  I  think 
they  are  published  in  the  Globe  ;  and  the  Globe,  you  know,  cannot  lie! 

'Sir,  immediately  after  this,  before  his  denunciations  of  the  Governor,  and  his  scorn  for 
the  order  of  his  General,  have  died  from  his  lips,  and  whilst  his  appeal  to  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  to  arm  agiiinst  them  is  still  ringing  in  their  ears,  he  writes  to  Amos  Kendall 
from  Harrisburg,  and  assures  him  that  neither  he  nor  his  officers  are  interfering  in  these 
outrages ;  that  he  is  there  in  obedience  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  whom  he  has 
denounced  ;  serving  as  a  soldier  under  the  order  of  a  General  for  whom  he  has  publicly, 
by  the  resolutions  of  that  meeting,  expressed  his  contempt!  How  many  of  the  officers  of 
that  post  otfice  are  engaged  in  that  service,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  The  postmaster 
tells  us  that  all  his  officers  who  are  in  Plarrisburg  have  gone  there  in  obedience  to  the 
proclamation! 

'I  put  it  to  the  House,  to  the  country,  to  say  whether  the  extraordinary  state  of  facts  re- 
vealed by  those  communications,  ^ ome  of  which  I  have  hastily  glanced  at,  does  not  require 
this  House  to  pursue  the  investigation  which  it  has  begun,  and  whether  the  reference  I 
have  moved  should  not  be  sustained! 

'Sir,  I  weep  for  my  country!  The  reign  of  lawless  unbridled  disorder  is  sweeping  over 
it — and  the  selfish  and  unruly  passions  in  which  it  originates  are  stimulated  and  excited  by 
those  whose  duty  and  pleasure  it  should  be  to  repress,  to  moderate,  to  tranquilize  them  ! 

'Poor  Pennsylvania  !  she  is  to  be  trampled  on  by  the  pampered  parasites  of  power!  Her 
Governor  has  the  misfortune  to  differ  in  political  views  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who,  therefore,  esteems  it  perfectly  legitimate  to  deliver  her  up  a  prey  to  intestine 
ills,  and  to  refuse  her  aid  in  her  extremity.' 

'The  following  is  the  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  under  which  the 
Governor  made  his  call  on  the  President  : 

'Art.  4.  Sec.  4.  'The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion  ;  and,  on  appli- 
cation of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive,  (ichen  the  Legislature  cannot  be  con- 
vened^ against  domestic  violence ." 

The  subjoined  extract  is  taken  from  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  17th 
December: 

'Scenes  at  Harrisburg. — We  are  sorry  to  see  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  following 
the  lead  of  the  Government  paper  in  this  city,  extenuating  and  vindicating  the  spirit  of 
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outrage  which  has  lately  exhibited  itself  in  this  attempt  to  establish  mob-law  in  the  place 
of  regular  government  at  Ilarrisburg.  Foiloii  in  the  attempt  by  the  energy  of  Governor 
KiTNER,  and  the  prompt  relief  afforded  by  the  presence  of  the  body  of  militia  called  out 
by  him,  the  P^nipiirer  joins  the  disorganizers  in  railing  against  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  calling  out  the  mdilia,  after  this  fashion  : 

'The  llcpublicans  [meaning  the  Mobites]  are  justly  indignant  that  the  Governor  has 
called  armed  troops  to  Ilarrisburg,  without  first  invoking  the  aid  of  the  civil  authority. 
The  Slierilf  of  Dauphin  county,  on  the  spot,  declares  that  he  has  seen  no  riot  which 
might  not  have  been  put  down  by  the  posse  comitatus.  Why,  then,  before  resorting  to 
arms,  did  not  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  or  the  Governor,  call  upon  the  civil  authority  to 
aid  them  ?' 

I.est  the  information  subjoined  should  not  reach  the  Editor  of  the  Enquirer  through 
other  channels,  we  place  it  here,  for  his  especial  benefit,  and  for  that  of  those  other  per- 
sons whose  indignation  against  Governor  IIitner  has  been  solicited  upon  the  representa- 
tions of  'the  SlierifT  of  Dauphin  county,'  to  show  why  he  was  not  relied  upon  to  preserve 
the  jmblic  peace.  Sixty-one  respectable  citizens  united  in  a  reply  to  the  published  decla- 
ration of  this  personage,  from  which  reply  we  extract  the  following: 

'The  undersigned  citizens  of  Ilarrisburg  and  other  parts  of  Pennsylvania  have  seen  with 
emotions  of  surprise  and  indignation  a  most  extraordinary  document,  dated  'Sheriff's 
Office,  Borough  of  Ilarrisburg,  December  8,  1838,'  and  signed  'William  Cochran, 
High  SlicrilT  of  Dauphin  county,'  which,  for  barefaced  misrepresentations  and  downright 
perversion  of  the  truth,  is  unrivalled  in  the  annals  of  imposture  and  falsehood.  They  are, 
however,  not  surprised  at  the  declaration  that  the  Sheriff'  '  had  not  seen  or  heard  of  any 
infuriated  mobs  or  riotous  proceedings,  which  required  [his]  my  interposition  to  preserve 
the  peace,'  because  the  Sheriff  himself,  if  not  an  active  participator,  was  an  aider  and 
abettor  in  the  'riotous  proceedings'  of  the  past  week.  Nor  was  any  thing  else  thau 
gross  misrepresentation  to  be  expected  from  the  man  who  publicly  declared,  on  Thursday 
evening  last,  that  'Thaddeus  Stevens  would  be  no  more  by  the  next  morning,'  and  again, 
subsequently,  that  'Thaddeus  Stevens  ought  to  be  hanged.'  Sheriff  Cochran,  when  he 
adopted  that  part  of  his  address  (prepared  for  him  for  the  express  purpose  of  abusing  the 
public  mind  as  to  the  true  state  of  things  which  had  transpired  at  Harrisburg)  which  states 
that  'I  have  been  at  all  times  ready  and  anxious  to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
borough  of  Harrisburg,'  must  have  forgotten  that  he  was  an  eye-witness  to  an  'infuriated 
mob,'  hallooing  and  blaspheming  along  Locust  street,  in  this  borough,  hurling  brickbats 
and  other  missiles,  and  actually  knocking  down  with  them,  and  wounding,  one  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  Commonwealth,  flying  for  shelter  from  the  mob  to  the  Shakspeare  House,  kept 
by  Mr.  Gleim  ;  and  also  of  being  a  willing  spectator  of  the  scenes  there  enacted,  without 
in  any  manner  attempting  or  endeavouring  to  allay  the  excitement  of  the  mob,  or  silencing 
the  inflammatory  speakers.' 
The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  20th  December,  has  the  following  : 
'The  following  individuals  have  been  ordered  by  Judge  Blythe  to  enter  into  recogniz- 
ance for  their  appearance  at  the  next  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Dauphin  county,  on 
charges  of  active  participation  in  the  recent  outrages  at  Harrisburg:  George  W^.  Barton, 
of  Lancaster;  Aaron  F.  Cox,  of  Cumberland  ;  Chas.  F.  Muench,  of  Harrisburg,  (United 
States  Deputy  Marshal  ;)  Charles  Pray,  John  W.  Ryan,  John  Savage,  John  J.  McCahen, 
Joseph  Hall,  and  others,  of  Philadelphia.  Warrants  are  out  for  other  individuals  who 
have  not  been  arrested.  Most  of  these  individuals  were  represented  by  counsel,  and  had 
the  benefit  of  all  the  exculpatory  testimony  they  could  advance.  Still  they  have  been  fully 
bound  over  for  trial.  What  a  comment  is  this  on  the  assertions  of  partisan  leaders  that 
there  was  n-o  disturbance.  At  the  hearing  before  Judge  Blythe,  the  Commonwealth  was 
represented  by  the  Attorney  General,  who  went  to  the  seat  of  Government  at  the  request 
of  the  Governor.' 
The  Baltimore  Chronicle  of  21st  December,  furnishes  the  following  information  : 
'We  have  no  later  accounts  than  up  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  on  Tuesday. 
They  had  made  no  decision  yet  upon  the  question  of  recognizing  one  of  the  Houses  of 
Representatives,  the  committee  on  that  suljject  not  having  reported.  The  Telegraph  says 
that  the  Cunningham  House  will  certainly  be  recognized.  This  of  course  is  only  conjec- 
ture. The  Telegraph  further  states  that  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
elections  of  Philadelphia  county,  have,  by  putting  on  his  oath,  J.  J.  McCahex,  the  Clerk 
in  the  post  office,  ascertained  that  the  return  signed  by  the  locofoco  judges  was  made  up 
by  him,  i>j  the  post  office,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  Monday  after  tlie  election,  and  not 
on  Friday  and  in  the  State  House,  as  is  required  by  law  ;  that  it  was  signed  by  three  of 
the  Judges  in  the  post  office,  and  by  the  remainder  in  other  places,  as  he  could  catch  them. 
These  informalities,  it  is  said,  are  fatal  to  the  return,  and  by  the  law  it  is  altogether  invalid. 
The  Philadelphia  National  makes  the  following  brief  remark  on  this  occasion  : 
'Two  of  the  post  office  functionarcs  of  this  city  occupy  at  the  present  moment  positions 
so  anomalous  as  to  puzzle  the  wits  of  all  who  have  not  looked  into  the  working  of  the 
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Jackson  political  machinery.  One  of  the  confidential  clerks  of  the  post  office  leads  the  mob 
which  prevents  the  constiiutional  assembling  of  the  Legislature  ;  simultaneously  with  this 
act  of  rebellion,  the  cliief  of  the  office  harangues  an  assemblage  of  the  people  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  outrage,  and  talks  about  'legitimate  resistance  to  the  laws  '  Scarcely  has  the 
sound  of  his  voice  ceased  to  ring  in  our  ears,  when  we  see  him  in  all  the  pomp  and  pride 
of  warlike  attire,  marching  to  the  capital  to  suppress  the  mob  which  his  own  'hireling'*  had 
inflamed  to  the  commission  of  acts  of  the  rankest  insurrection.  Before,  however,  he  could 
have  reached  the  scene  of  his  subordinate's  insurrectionary  movements,  this  same  person  is 
seen  in  his  own  proper  county,  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  a  military  corps  to  march  to 
the  same  theatre  of  insurrection  and  treason  ;  whether  to  obey  the  constitutional  mandate 
of  the  Governor,  for  the  protection  of  the  Legislature,  or  to  vindicate  'the  rights  of  the 
majority'  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  ^as  he  understands  them,''  time  will  show. 
All  this  is  genuine,  practical  Jacksonism. 

The  Gettysburg  Star  contains  an  address  from  Mr.  Stevens  to  his  constituents, 
from  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

'Unwilling  to  forego  the  advantages  of  local  legislation,  and  despairing  of  obtaining 
justice  for  their  constituents  without  their  personal  attendance,  many,  perhaps  most,  of 
my  associates  have  determined  to  submit  to  the  mortifying  necessity,  and  enter  the  illegal 
House  (of  Representatives-)  With  their  course  I  find  no  fault.  But  I  believe  you  will 
prefer  the  permanent  interest  of  our  lohole  country  to  your  own  temporary  local  benefit. 
That  interest — the  liberty  of  yourselves  and  of  your  posterity — I  believe  can  be  preserved 
only  by  refusing  to  yield  any  thing  to  lawless  rebellion.  I  find  no  difficulty  in  choosing  my 
own  course — in  selecting  between  an  association  with  successful  insurgents,  or  withdraw- 
ing from  office.  Such  voluntary  association  would  sanctify,  or  at  least  palliate,  their  trea- 
son. Preferring  retirement  to  dishonor,  I  withdraw  from  the  Legislature  to  mingle  again 
with  you,  and  wait  your  decision  on  my  conduct.  I  shall  take  another  occasion  to  give  a 
more  extended  account  of  the  alarming  acts  which  have  disgraced  the  last  month,  and 
wounded,  I  fear  irrecoverably,  the  very  heart  of  freedom.' 

On  the  27th  of  December,  several  Whig  members  having  yielded  to  the  views  of 
the  mob,  by  seceding  from  their  own,  or  the  Cunningham  division,  and  taking  seats  in 
the  Hopkins  division  of  the  Representatives,  so  as  to  make  a  quorum,  the  Legisla- 
ture was  organized,  and  the  Governor  sent  in  his  message,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract : 

'  In  this  fearful  state  of  aflTairs,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  issue  a  proclamation,  calling  on  all 
the  civil  authorities  to  exert  themselves  for  the  restoration  of  law  and  order,  and  on  the 
militia  to  keep  themselves  in  instant  readiness  to  march  to  the  seat  of  Government  to  sup- 
press the  violence.  I  also  issued  an  order  on  the  Major  General  of  the  first  division  of  the 
State  militia,  to  march  his  command  to  Harrisburg  tbrthwith,  and  made  a  requisition  on 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  troops  at  Carlisle,  to  bring  his  force  to  the  aid 
of  the  constituted  authorities.  At  the  same  time,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
informed  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  required  to  take  such  steps  under  the  fourth  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  might  seem  proper.  This 
last  named  measure  was  adopted,  that,  if  matters  proceeded  to  extremity,  it  might  appear 
that  every  proper  and  possible  precaution  had  been  resorted  to  by  the  State  Executive. 

The  result  of  these  several  applications  are  known  to  you.  Witii  regard  to  that  made 
to  the  Federal  Government,  I  will  not  now  speak,  further  than  to  say,  that  having  made  it 
in  the  regular  and  constitutional  discharge  of  official  duty,  I  felt  bound,  as  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  Pennsylvania,  to  protest  against  the  reception  it  met  with,  and  the  highly  improper 
reply  made  to  it. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  appeal  made  to  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  Commonwealth  was 
heard,  without  doubt  of  its  necessity  or  delay  in  obedience. 

The  presence  of  Major  General  Patterson's,  and,  subsequently,  of  Major  General  Alex- 
ander's commands,  completely  accomplished  the  object  in  view.  Their  numbers  were  suf- 
ficient to  frown  down  every  thing  like  open  violence,  while  their  correct  and  soldierly  de- 
portment obtained  the  confidence  of  the  moderate  of  all  parties.  Under  protection  of  their 
presence,  the  members  of  the  Legislature  were  free  to  settle  their  own  differences  in  their 
own  manner.  With  regard  to  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  of  course  I,  as  an  execu- 
tive officer,  can  express  no  opinion.  My  only  duty  was  to  take  measures  to  ensure  it8 
accomplishment,  by  the  free  agency  of  the  members  themselves,  and,  when  that  was 
effected,  to  dismiss  the  military  force.  This  has  accordingly  been  done,  and  the  hope  is 
sincerely  entertained  that  a  resort  to  similar  protection  may  never  again  be  required. 

'To  the  citizens  of  the  State,  generally,  the  events  of  the  past  three  weeks  are  fraught 
either  with  instruction  or  fearful  omen,  as  they  may  be  treated.  If  from  them  we  learn 
the  danger  of  departing  from  law  and  right,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  or  to  accomplish 

•'Hireling.' — This  epithet  is  the  coinage  of  the  Post  Master  General,  Amos  Kendall, 
applied  by  himself  to  his  deputies. 
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the  most  desirable  object;  and  if  all  make  up  their  minds,  hereafter,  to  frown  upon  every 
originator  or  advocate  of  such  insurrectionary  movements,  the  lesson  will  be  invaluable, 
and  the  present  disgrace  productive  of  lasting  benefit.  But  if  a  repetition  of  the  outrage 
be  countenanced,  and  mob  threats  become  the  rule  of  legislation,  then  it  requires  little 
political  sagacity  to  foretell  the  speedy  downfall  of  our  liberty,  and  the  complete  prostra- 
tion of  all  rights.  The  desperado  who  enters  a  legislative  hall  to-day,  with  his  bullies,  to 
compel  the  admission  of  a  particular  member,  will  assuredly,  and  perhaps  on  the  morrow, 
demand  the  passage  of  a  law  to  promote  his  private  interest  at  the  expense  of  others.  Nor 
will  it  be  long  before  he  uses  the  same  means  in  a  court  of  justice  to  escape  punishment  or 
cheat  his  neighbor.  Then  the  ditference  between  guilt  or  innocence,  the  value  of  title 
deeds,  and  the  sacredncss  of  all  rights,  will  be  only  nominal.  Might  will  be  right,  and  the 
minority  and  the  timid,  slaves.' 

Finally,  the  National  Gazette  of  Phikdelphia  endeavours  to  give  this  affair  the 
go-by  with  these  remarks — but  I  apprehend  the  spirit  of  Jacksonism  to  which  it 
alludes,  is  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  quieted  for  a  century  to  come. 

'The  course  taken  by  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  order,  after  many  ineffectual 
attempts,  to  bring  together  the  discordant  portions  of  the  Legislature,  is  variously  viewed 
by  the  Whigs,  and  has  created  no  little  excitement  among  the  more  ardent  members  of  the 
party.  For  ourselves,  considering  the  movement  with  reference  to  its  results,  the  restora- 
tion of  security  to  the  capital,  the  union  of  conflicting  elements  in  the  legislative  body,  and 
the  consequent  re-establishment  of  our  State  Government,  which  had  become,  with  its  own 
dissensions  and  the  rebellious  interference  of  the  Post  Office  mob,  worse  than  nominal: 
considering  these  vitally  important  results,  we  are  by  uo  means  disposed  to  repeat  with 
political  friends  the  sweeping  denunciation  of  the  Senate.  There  are  always  higher  obliga- 
tions upon  the  legislator  or  citizen  than  those  due  to  mere  party,  however  assured  he  may 
feel  of  its  sound  principles  and  generally  patriotic  intentions.' 

Additional  Remarks. — Who  will  now  say,  there  was  not  strong  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  this  revolutionary  spirit  would  be  propagated  with  the  usual  rapidity  of 
inflammatory  sparks  communicated  to  combustible  materials  that  had  been  so  long 
maturing  by  the  most  sedulous  preparation ;  seeing  too,  the  zealous  manner  in  which 
T.  Ritchie,  Esq.  the  venerable  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  threw  himself  into 
the  front  rank  to  excite  that  rebellion  to  the  extremities  of  bloodshed !  Upon  this  highly 
reprehensible  course  (certainly  nothing  less,  if  not  worse,  than  a  participation  in  the 
treasonable  agitation  itself)  the  Boston  Journal  judiciously  observes,  that  'a  justifica- 
tion of  such  unparalleled  scenes  of  disorder  is  far  more  alarming  than  the  rebellion 
itself.'  Yes,  and  more  than  twenty  rebellions,  divested  of  the  active  support  of  the 
train-bands  of  the  federal  Executive.  Especially,  when  the  Richmond  Enquirer 
speaks,  the  movement  is  universal :  though  possessed  of  talents  and  information  of 
an  order  very  little  above  mediocrity,  by  the  tact  of  long  practice  as  a  party-drili- 
master,  united  to  the  advantages  of  a  central  position  at  the  metropolis  of  a  powerful 
and  most  influential  state,  he  is  unjustly  permitted  to  throw  the  influence  of  her 
name  into  the  scale  of  the  federal  Executive  movements  abroad,  while  he  would 
prove  as  light  as  a  feather  were  he  to  attempt  to  enforce  its  rebellious  or  revolution- 
izing decrees  upon  the  state  of  Virginia.  In  the  present  case,  it  is  impossible  to 
misunderstand  that  officious  editor,  when  he  remarks  that  'the  republicans  were 
justly  indignant,  that  the  Governor  has  called  armed  troops  to  Harrisburg,' — which 
sapient  remark  he  followed  up  with  another,  improved  in  rabid  qualities,  that  'the 
moment  military  force  is  called  in  on  one  side,  the  other  would  retaliate.'  And 
though  he  finally  affects  to  rejoice  or  rather  to  be  'happy  to  find  the  storm  blown  by. 
which  threatened  the  peace  of  the  Keystone  State,'  it  is  palpable,  from  the  following 
passage,  that  his  happiness  arises  less  from  kindness  to  that  state  which  he  would  a 
few  days  before  have  drenched  in  blood,  than  from  the  triumph  obtained  no  doubt  by 
the  official  influence  and  patronage  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  measure  behind  the  cur- 
tain, with  whom  he  of  the  Enquirer  has  pledged  himself  to  'sink  or  swim;'  that  is, 
to  ntle  or  ruin — the  country  !  He  says — 'The  designs  of  Stevens,  Ritner,  and  their 
AVhig  allies,  have  been  defeated  by  the  firmness  of  "the  republicans,  and  the  justice  of 
their  cause!  The  Senate  decided  on  the  25th  December,  by  a  vote  of  17  to  16,  to 
recognize  the  Hopkins  or  Van  Buren  House  of  Representatives.  Thanks  also  to 
nine  of  the  Whigs  ;  to  Messrs.  Butler,  Sturdevant,  and  Montelius,  of  the  House, 
and  Messrs.  SthTom,  FuUcrton,  Miller,  Michler,  Conkey  and  Case,  of  the  Senate,  who 
sacrificed  their  party  feelings  on  the  altar  of  their  country.  These  six  last  aban- 
doned their  political  friends,  and  imited  with  the  Democratic  members.  The  three 
in  italics  belong  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Since  the  recognition,  all  the  members 
of  the  Cunningham  House  have  taken  their  seats  in  the  Hopkins  House,  with  the 
-exception  of  eighteen — among  these,  the  great  Whig  belwether,  is  Stevens  of  Adams 
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county,  who  had  published  an  address  to  his  Constituents,  setting  forth  his  determi- 
nation to  resign  his  seat  and  return  to  them,  rather  than  to  recognize  acts,  in  the 
organization  of  the  Hopkins  House,  which  he  deems  illegal  and  dangerous  as  a  prece- 
dent.'* Even  these  facts,  over  which  Mr.  Ritchie,  from  party  infatuation,  sees  cause 
to  exult,  tell  more  to  the  discredit,  than  to  the  honour  of  those  two  or  three  back- 
sliding Whigs,  who,  as  General  Jackson  has  said  upon  another  occasion,  'may  have 
had  their  price.' 

By  means  of  the  foregoing  developments,  somewhat  suddenly  brought  upon  us, 
as  to  the  consummalion  at  Harrisburg,  taken  in  connection  with  the  predictions  of  the 
failure  of  our  system  of  government  if  not  speedily  amended,  and  the  reasoning 
upon  which  those  predictions  are  founded  in  the  introduction' to  this  Work,  the 
reader  will  approximate  pretty  nearly  to  the  conclusion  that  our  system  has  already 
failed  in  regard  to  its  Executive  branch  ;  and  that  a  speedy  amendment  only  can  now 
restore  it  to  healthy  action,  or  protect  the  other  branches  from  being  drawn  into  the 
vortex  of  its  ruin.  The  definitive  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky,  ordering  the  documents  in  relation  to  these 
troubles,  embracing  the  President's  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  lie  on  the  table,  is  a  positive  exponent  of  the  equivocal  position  to  which 
that  body  feels  itself  reduced.  That  position  is  not  an  entirely  hopeless  one,  however, 
or  probably  the  House  would  have  gor.e  into  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
have  prostrated  itself  and  the  nation  at  the  footstool  of  the  Executive,  by  recording 
its  justification  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  his  associates.  But,  not  humbled  to  this 
degree,  yet  they  dared  not  move  his  impeachment,  as  it  was  their  obvious  duty  to 
have  done,  knowing  that  under  the  present  party  organization  of  the  Senate  it  would 
have  been  fruitless  for  the  advocates  of  good  order  under  the  authority  of  legislative 
enactments  instead  of  Executive  dictation,  to  attempt  to  hold  the  President  respon- 
sible for  his  delinquencies  and  perpetrations  against  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
country;  while  he  was  also  sustained  in  the  exercise  of  his  usurped  powers  by  a 
formidable,  desperate,  and  pre-organized  party  'legion,  ready  to  execute  his 
decrees,  issued  or  to  be  issued  !' 

Yes  ;  the  Executive  branch  of  the  American  system  of  government,  has  failed  in 
accomplishing  the  constitutional,  pacific,  beneficial  objects  of  its  institution,  by  the 
wilful  declination  of  the  present  and  late  incumbent  to  execute  its  duties  in  some 
respects,  and  by  the  perpetration  of  assumed  powers  in  many  respects — multiplying 
sins  of  omission  and  commission  as  it  suited  their  conceptions  of  party  interest, 
regardless  of  the  general  welfare.  On  the  appropriate  occasion  in  the  sequel  of  this 
work,  a  summary  of  these  specifications  will  be  stated,  when  I  hope  there  will  be 
no  necessity  to  add  to  their  number,  already  swelled  in  frequency  and    enormity 

SUFFICIENT  TO   SICKEN  THE  INMOST   FIBRES  OF  EVERY  TRUE  REPUBLICAN. 

•See  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  8th  of  January,  1839,  an  inappropriate  day  for 
Jtuksonism  run  mad  !!! 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  January  10th,  1839. 
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Note    I. — Proofs  strong  as  holy  writ    of  his  (Jackson's)   familiarity 
with   their  (the   conspirators')   objects :  (referred    to  at   page 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
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ERRATA. 

The  follovnng  inaccuracies,  though  trivial,  are  deemed  worthy  of  correction. 
Page  54,  line  17  from  the  bottom,  for  revisal — read,  revival. 

•    66,  5  for  and  average — read,  and  will  average. 

70,  8  ^      for  of  judiciary — read,  the  judiciary. 

79,  5  for  thi  s  wish  a — read,  this  with  a. 

100,  17  fw  sister  of  repubUc — read,  sister  republic. 

127,  12  for  else,  the  attempt — read,  else,  attempting. 

187,         44  for  this  note — read,  the  foregoing  note. 

201,         10  for  dominant— read,  dormant. 


